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PREFACE TO THE GERMAN EDITION 



The task of presenting the results of Schliemann's excavations 
in a concise form which should make them more accessible to the 
general public than has been hitherto the case, was entrusted 
to me in the year 1886, while I was still engaged in Asia Minor 
with the excavations at Pergamon. I thus had the advantage 
during that year and most of the following of making the necessary 
observations on the spot, and by constant personal intercourse 
with those concerned, I was able to learn much which is not to 
be found either in remains or in books. I subsequently began to 
write the book in Athens, I continued it in Berlin and Rome, 
and finished it in Hanover. These changes of residence 
occasionally brought with them differences in my point of view, 
and must be my excuse for the many inequalities I am conscious 
of in the treatment of my subject. 

The undertaking was a difficult one, for the questions which 
Dr. Schliemann's activity had called up are still undecided, and 
the picture of that ancient Greek civilisation which he was the 
first to discover receives every year some important additions 
through the further excavations of the Greeks. At the sjime time 
the task proved pleasant, for the attempt to win from the dis- 
coveries some insight into the actual conditions of prehistoric 
Greece, and to arrive at a clearer conception of what the 
countries and the people described by Homer were like, could 
not but appeal to all those who have felt the magic of the 
old heroic lays. And, in fact, every scholar who wishes to 
investigate the origins and actual contents of the Homeric 
poems, or the origins of the Greek people and their civilisation, 
must nowadays base his researches in the first place on the 
material afforded by Schliemann's excavations. 

b 



xviii PREFACE TO THE GERMAN EDITION 

Since specialists had hitherto only discussed this material 
with a sort of religious awe, various new points of view naturally 
suggested themselves to me in the course of the work. I 
venture to hope that scholars may not find them altogether 
unworthy of acceptance. On the other hand, there are whole 
portions of the book — as, for example, the description of the 
buildings at Tiryns — where all that was needed was to give a 
rimnvS of the admirable accounts already published. 

A selection of suitable illustrations from Dr. Schliemann's 
books is given, with the addition of a considerable number of new 
cuts necessary to illustrate fresh views and further discoveries. 
Some of these are from published works, some from photographs, 
some from my own sketches in the museums of Athens. The 
list which follows the Table of Contents gives the source whence 
each is taken, and will serve to direct those who wish further to 
study the objects represented. 

It only remains for me to express the hope that the book 
will not merely rouse specialists to a more general appreciation 
and study of this vast subject, but that it will give the great 
educated public a clearer conception of the actual and important 
results of the life-work of a man whom the world has loaded with 
honours and yet often misunderstood. 

GAEL SCHUCHHAEDT. 

Hanover, November I, 1889. 



TRANSLATOR'S NOTE 

Shortly before his lamented death Dr. Schliemann had with the 
utmost kindness allowed his report of the Hissarlik excavations 
during the year 1889-90 to be translated and printed as an 
appendix to the English Edition of Dr. Schuchhardt's work- 
With equal generosity Dr. Dorpfeld has given his portion of the 
report for the same purpose, together with his new plan of 
Hissarlik. As the recent excavations have almost doubled our 
knowledge of the Trojan Pergamos, the value of this plan and of 
Dr. Dorpfeld's explanation of it can scarcely be overestimated. 
The English Edition has been further materially enriched by an 
Introduction to the whole subject by Mr. Walter Leaf. 

I have ventured to alter one or two matters of detail in the 
course of translation. The statement on p. 21 to the efiTect that 
Polemon described the altar of Zeus Herkeios has been corrected, 
and the account of the Bunarbashi springs on p. 25 has been 
rectified after consulting the original authorities. The footnotes 
do not appear in the German Edition. They consist mainly of 
references to classical authors. Eeferences to modern authorities 
have only been given when, as in the case of the springs, the 
matter might appear to be one under discussion, or if it seemed 
important to call attention to some important and easily accessible 
publication. For the possible convenience of English readers I 
have referred on p. 76 for the Hissarlik finds, and in Appendix 
II for the Mycensean finds, to the cases of the British Museum 
where . objects helping to illustrate the subject may be found. 
Appendix II also contains a short account of the now famous 
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Vapheio gold cups, with a reproduction of a drawing of the cups 
by Mr. F. Anderson, kindly lent for this edition by Mr. Walter 
Leaf, to whom I wish, in conclusion, to express my personal 
debt of gratitude, for having relieved me of the whole burden of 
correcting the proofs during my absence from England. 
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British School op Archeology, 
Athens, March 1, 1891. 
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Dr. Henry Schliemann died while the following translation was 
passing through the press. So far as his work is concerned. 
Dr. Schuchhardt's pages, together with the Appendix describing 
last season's work at Hissarlik, now give a full and final history. 
No student of Hellenism can think without deep regret that this 
should be so; that there is no fresh discovery to be hoped for 
from the unwearying devotion and unstinted generosity of the 
famous merchant enthusiast. But the work which he has done 
is in no way dependent on his individual life ; it has been no 
less than the creation of prehistoric Greek archaeology. Dr. 
Schliemann was essentially "epoch-making" in this branch of 
study, and it is not for epoch-making men to see the rounding 
ofif and completion of their task. That must be the labour of 
a generation at least. A man who can state to the world a 
completely new problem may be content to let the final solution 
of it wait for those that come after him. 

An orderly arrangement of the immense amount of material 
which Schliemann accumulated is the first and essential condition 
of such a solution. How much it is needed can only be 
adequately felt by those who have attempted to make it for 
themselves from the various large and expensive volumes in 
iwrhich it is to be sought. Schliemann's excellent rule of publish- 
ing his results at once has one serious disadvantage. Either the 
whole material must be published twice over, as soon as further 
exploration and experience have brought new light to bear upon 
the first crude and imperfect conclusions ; or the later deductions 
must be given separately, apart from a portion at least of the 
evidence on which they are founded. It is this which makes it 
a task of serious labour to extract from two such volumes as 
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Him and Troja a clear idea of what is really to be learnt from 
Hissarlik. The diflSculty is yet more perplexing when an entire 
change of view takes place during the publication of a single 
volume. Many a student of Tiryns must have been for a time 
at sea when he found an elaborate explanation of the citadel 
walls in the text of the volume absolutely contradicted, without a 
word of reference forward, in an equally elaborate appendix. 

Dr. Schuchhardt has undertaken to bring order into this 
chaos. He has not merely arranged the facts in intelligible 
sequence; though it is no small merit that he should have 
brought into the compass of a single handy volume all that is of 
first-rate importance in Schliemann's various works. He has 
gone on to analyse and explain them. His luminous and 
convincing chapter on the contents of the shaft tombs at Mycenae 
is a model investigation, and is hardly likely to require serious 
correction in the future. 

But in its wider aspects Schliemann's problem will long 
remain unsettled. It presents two questions, intimately con- 
nected : What is the true relation of the Mycenaean civilisation 
to the Homeric poems ? and What is its place in the develop- 
ment of classical Greece ? These questions are touched upon by 
Dr. Schuchhardt, but not so exhaustively as to forbid a few 
further suggestions even in the brief compass of a preface. 

Dr. Schuchhardt, I think, rates too highly the ingenious but 
most hazardous speculations of von Wilamowitz-MoUendorf ; he 
follows him even to finding the Peloponnesus itself in the magic 
land of Thrinakia. And consequently he rates too low, in my 
opinion, the possibility that the oldest parts of the Iliad at least 
may be actual survivals in their present form from Achaian and 
pre -Dorian days. But this possibility is one which can be 
supported by weighty arguments, and must not be left out of 
sight ; it must necessarily affect our view of the relation of the 
text to the monuments throughout. 

It has, moreover, received powerful support from Fick's 
labours on the Homeric dialect. Fick has shown that the poems 
were in all probability composed, not in the Ionic dialect, but in 
what he speaks of as MqWg. Only he seems to err in taking 
as the original dialect an -^olic which hardly differs from that 
spoken in the north-west of Asia Minor in the third century B.c. 
Now we should rather suppose that the original dialect was that 
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of the ancestors of these Asiatic .^lians, the Achaians of the 
eleventh century. What the form of their speech was we cannot 
now pretend to say. It must have differed greatly from Fick's 
-/Eolic ; it was the common parent of Thessalian, Arcadian, and 
Cyprian, in all of which we see various points of connexion with 
the Epic language. These affinities do not allow of an even 
approximate reconstruction of the parent speech; but they do 
allow us to assume that there was once a common Achaian 
language spoken by the dwellers in Mycenae and Tiryns, and over 
great part of the Greek mainland, and even to detect some of the 
points in which this speech diflTered from that common to the 
Ionian and Dorian tribes respectively. If the Hiad was com- 
posed in this dialect, and not in its present Ionic form, we 
no longer need date it after the great migration to Asia Minor ; 
nothing on the linguistic side prevents our referring it to 
European Greece, and therefore to pre-Dorian days. 

If now we assume as a working hypothesis that the poems 
really do depict, as contemporaries, the Achaian age as they 
profess, we are at once relieved from grave difficulties. We can 
understand how it is that they can present with such vivid life a 
state of manners and customs which must have been utterly 
unknown to the lonians of the coast of Asia Minor. The 
emigrants of the great colonies of Miletus, Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Colophon, and the rest were eager traders, democratic to the core, 
ever intent on widening their horizon, and pushing their voyages 
at early dates to the coasts of the Black Sea, Sicily, Egypt, and 
the Gulf of Lions. They are the very antipodes of the Homeric 
Achaians, a race of ancient and aristocratic families, living only 
on the mainland of Greece proper and in Crete, and knowing, or 
at least caring, little about so much of the world as lay beyond 
the -^ean Sea. About commerce the Achaians hardly trouble 
themselves, leaving trade mostly in the hands of their Phoenician 
visitors, and living rather on the produce of the flocks and fields 
which their thralls have in charge. That an Ionian could have 
reproduced such an age and made a lifelike picture of it is an 
assumption which strains all probability ; for it not only assumes 
a trained historic imagination, but involves actual archaeological 
study such as is absolutely foreign to the genius of a young and 
rising nation. 

The later portions of the niad and the Odyssey alike may. 
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it is true, have been actually composed in Ionia by Ionian bards. 
But the continuation of a poem on lines already given is a vastly 
different task from the first creation of a new world. Working 
up to the earlier parts of the Iliady a poet of Ionia would have 
only to avoid inconsistencies with his type, where he found all 
the scenery drawn in with such strong and broad lines that he 
could hardly fail to follow them rightly. The task would be 
altogether more thorny and complex if, instead of merely making 
his actors talk and move on the old stage, he had to create from 
his own inner consciousness a fresh plot and fresh scenery. In 
that case it is hardly conceivable that his work should have 
shown that remarkable general correspondence with the pre- 
historic remEuns which will be found in the following chapters. 

Assuming then that the groundwork and foundation of the 
Iliad at least is the picture of a state of civilisation which 
actually has another and material representative in what Dr. 
Schliemann has found at Mycenae and Tiryns, let us see if it is 
not possible to draw somewhat closer the connexion between the 
poems and the remains than Dr. Schuchhardt has ventured 
to do. 

In the period known as Mycenaean we can clearly distinguish 
two great epochs — an earlier, to which the shaft tombs, and a 
later, to which the bee-hive tombs belong. It is to the former of 
these that we must ascribe the remains of Tiryns, and about this 
only that we have gained a very definite idea. That the bee- 
hive tombs are later than the period of the shaft tombs it is easy 
to see. The age of the bee-hive tombs, indeed, as we find at 
Menidi and Amyclse, passes down into the historical period, and 
overlaps the age of the early geometrical pottery. Koughly 
coeval with it are no doubt the walls of Mycenae and the Lion 
Gate, where the masonry shows so marked an advance upon that 
of Tiryns. But we have unfortunately very little in the way of 
individual finds, to which we can point as demonstrating the 
culture of the age of the bee-hive tombs in its differences from 
that of the earlier stage. The " Treasury of Atreus " has long 
ago been rifled beyond all hope ; there is hardly a chance that 
any of the other bee-hive tombs at Mycenae can have escaped 
the same fate. But what little has been found shows that these 
tombs were connected with a civilisation directly descended from 
and continuing that of the shaft tombs, only with the introduction 
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of a more marked Semitic influence. Traces of Assyrian work- 
manship, so markedly absent from the shaft tombs, were found 
unmistakably in the bee -hive tombs of Attica, probably the 
latest of the series, and dating from some considerable time after 
the Dorian invasion. The two gold cups of Vapheio, the most 
startling discovery of the last two years, betray beyond a doubt 
their genealogy from the art which created the bull of Tiryns 
and the hunting scenes of the Mycenae dagger-blades. There is 
thus a continuity of development through the unknown number 
of centuries which extend from the prime of Tir3nas to the Dorian 
invasion. The earlier period of this long age is certainly older 
than any which can be represented by the Homeric poems, even 
the oldest of them. Even apart from the evidence of the remains 
themselves, there is the certain fact that the period presented 
to «s in the Iliad is later than the greatness of Tirjrns. 
Legend tells us that Tiryns was older than Mycenae ; the remains 
confirm the legend, and the silence of the Uiad as to Tiryns — a 
silence hardly broken by a passing mention in the Catalogue — is 
only explicable on the theory that the rise of Mycenae had 
already brought about the decay of her nearest neighbour. 

If then we are to find within the compass of the Mycenaean 
period any epoch corresponding to the age depicted in the Hiady 
it is clear to demonstration that this age must be that of the 
bee-hive tombs. And the period which the Iliad and Odyssey 
profess to describe is certainly within this compass ; for it is a 
period before the Dorian invasion, which overthrew the Mycenaean 
power. Either therefore the poems, while professing to describe 
one period, are in reality describing another, whether real or 
imaginary ; or they describe the age of the builders of the bee- 
hive tombs. 

But it must not be forgotten that there are a few points in 
which the Homeric poems seem to indicate a departure from the 
manners and customs of the Mycenaean age. The most important 
of these is undoubtedly the mode of buriaL A few words must 
be devoted to the consideration of this vital point. 

It is now established that the bodies found in the shaft tombs 
were not burnt on the pyre, but were buried after some imperfect 
process of mummification. On the other hand, the detailed 
descriptions of funerals in the Iliad and Odyssey — those of 
Patroklos in the 23d, and of Hector in the 24th Book of the 
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Biady and of Elpenor in the 12 th Odyssey — ^all make the burning 
of the body an essential part of the rite. 

The contrast is a striking one, but it is easy to lay too 
much stress upon it. In the first place it must be pointed out 
that Homeric critics, however widely differing in their views of 
the poems as a whole, are nearly unanimous in regarding the 
23d and 24th Books of the Iliad as belonging to the latest 
additions to the poem ; and the Odyssey as being decidedly later 
than the Iliad, It is therefore quite conceivable that we have 
here an instance where later manners have been introduced, 
bringing about a want of harmony between the older and more 
recent constituents of the Riad. It might even be supposed that 
this was done purposely, in oixler to give the sanction of heroic 
times to what was still felt as an innovation in funeral rites. 
But the assumption is not necessary. It may well be that the 
conditions of sepulture on a campaign were perforce difiFerent 
from those usual in times of peace at home. The mummifying 
of the body and the carrying of it to the ancestral burying-place 
in the royal citadel were not operations such as could be easily 
effected amidst the hurry of marches or the privations of a siege ; 
least of all after the slaughter of a pitched battle. It is there- 
fore quite conceivable that two methods of sepulture may of 
necessity have been in use at the same time. AnS for this 
assumption the Iliad itself gives us positive grounds. One 
warrior who falls is taken home to be buried ; for to a dead son 
of Zeus means of carriage and of preservation can be supplied, 
which are not for common men. Sarpedon is cleansed by Apollo, 
and borne by Death and Sleep to his distant home in Lykia, not 
that his body may be burnt, but that his kinsfolk and brethren 
may 'preserve it " with a tomb and gravestone ; for such is the 
due of the dead." The word rap'/yeiv is one which is entirely 
inapplicable to burning on the pyre; it is used with a slight 
change of form, as rapi'^^evciv^hj Herodotos (ii. 86), to express the 
Egyptian process of mummification. In all probability it has a 
similar sense in Homer, and shows that a part of the Hiad 
regarded such a rite as normal in times of peace. Moreover, it 
is not proved that cremation did not come into use in the 
Mycena?an period itself, at the epoch which we have identified as 
that of the Uiad and Odyssey ; the evidence of the later tombs 
does not decisively show that the bodies buried in them may 
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not have been cremated on the pyre, and the bones alone laid in 
the graves. It is thus easy to see how many considerations have 
to be weighed, and how imperfect our evidence still is, before 
we can decide that there is a real discrepancy in the mode of 
sepulture between the poems and the remains of the " bee-hive " 
tomb period of Mycenaean civilisation. 

A few remarks may be added as to the shape of the bee-hive 
tombs themselves. Dr. Schuchhardt quotes (p. 151) with approval 
Professor Adler's derivation of the form from a Phrygian prototype. 
But so definite a reference is too narrow. The conical hut was 
beyond all doubt the primitive Aryan dwelling-place, and was in no 
way peculiar to the Phrygians. It survived to historic times in 
certain religious aspects, as Mr. J. G. Frazer has shown in his 
admirable and entertaining essay on the Prytaneum and the Temple 
of Vesta.^ It was therefore as an inheritance from their remotest 
ancestors, and not as an importation across the ^gean, that the 
Princes of Mycenae took the bee-hive shape of the old royal dwelling 
and eternalised it in the royal tomb. We are thus led straight to 
a conjecture as to the circular enclosure which surrounds the 
oldest shaft tombs of Mycenae. The tradition will be unbroken 
if we suppose that this is itself only the ground-plan of a great 
circular hut. The roof, when the tombs were first dug, must 
have consisted of a perishable material, no doubt the primitive 
wattle or thatch. The diameter of the circle, some thirty yards, 
is not too large for such a roof. It is actually attested in the 
funeral rites of the Scythians ; who, when burying their kings, 
roofed over the grave with beams and thatched these with reeds.* 
The bee-hive tomb is but the translation of this into stone. 

There is another point in which the finds from the shaft tombs 
do not bear out the evidence of the poems ; it is the more worthy 
of brief consideration, as it is not dwelt upon by Dr. Schuchhardt 
The question of the clothing both of men and women in the two 
poems has recently been placed in a new light by the admirable 
researches of Dr. Studniczka.* He has shown that the peplos of 
the Homeric lady was identical with the garment which we know 
in the classical age as the Doric chiton, and regard as the type of 
Greek dress. It was a plain square piece of woollen, or more 
rarely of linen material, fastened by brooches over the shoulder, 

^ Journal of Philology y vol. xiv. p. 145. * Herod, iv. 71. 

' Beitr&ge zur OeschichU der Altgriechischen Tracht, Vienna, 1886. 



I 



xxvui INTRODUCTION 



and bound round the waist by a girdle. The simplicity of its 
form naturally leads to the conclusion that it was a garb which 
had survived from extreme antiquity. The Homeric hero, on the 
other hand, dressed in the linen chiton, a shaped and sewn 
garment of eastern origin, whose name was taken direct from a 
Semitic language. But we find no evidence of the existence of 
either of these dresses in the various representations of men and 
women which have come from the tombs. On the great seal 
(Fig. 281), and on the curious fragment of slab-painting (Fig. 288), 
which are our sole evidence as to the dress of the Mycensean 
women, we see, not the plain pq>los with its long sweeping 
vertical folds, but a more elaborate garment with series of 
horizontal flounces or tucks. The evidence of the seal might 
perhaps be disregarded till we had some better grounds for 
attributing it to native workmanship ; for it might only represent 
the dress of a foreign nation from whom it had been imported. 
But the indications of the slab-painting seem too clearly to point 
to an identical garb, and it is not likely that this painting was 
ever imported from a foreign source. And the negative evidence 
of the tombs tends strongly in the same direction ; for among all 
the numerous finds there is not a single brooch or fibula, though 
this was an essential accessory to the Homeric peplos. It 
appears therefore that the dress of the age of the shaft tombs was 
radically diCTerent from that of the Iliad and Odyssey, But even 
here we have welcome proof that a change took place in the 
Mycenaean fashions during the period of the prevalence of the 
bee-hive tombs. For traces of fibulae have actually been found 
in the tombs of the lower city, which are either coeval with or 
anterior to the bee-hive tombs. It would seem, therefore, that 
the peplos is not, after all, so primitive a garment in Greece as its 
shape would seem to imply ; or at least that it had for a period 
been superseded by a more elaborate dress, and was again taken 
into fashion when some freak of fancy commanded a return to the 
older and plainer garb. Curiously enough we know that exactly 
such a return to simplicity and the Doric peplos took place in the 
historic period, when the more luxurious Ionic chiton had for a 
time superseded, with men as with women, the ancient mode.^ 

To a smaller extent the same remark applies to male dress. 
We have more information regarding this ; for several seals and 

* Herod, v. 87. Studniczka, pp. 1-5. 
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intaglios from the shaft tomb give us pictures of the Mycenaean 
man in various stages of activity. The dress in all of them seems 
to be the same ; it consists, both for battle and the chase, so far 
as can be made out, only of a short pair of drawers or an apron 
suspended from a girdle. Of course, in a climate like that of 
Greece, this cannot have been the only dress ; a mantle at least 
must have been worn over it, and cast aside only during violent 
exertion. But the apron seems quite inconsistent with a chiton 
of linen; so that here we have a case where Asiatic fashions 
must have made their way in after the age of the shaft tombs. 
We may suppose that this change occurred in the epoch of the 
bee-hive tombs ; but we have not in this case any corroborative 
evidence, for the chiton could not leave behind it any traces like 
the peplos; it was not fastened with any metal work. Indeed 
the evidence of the Vapheio cups themselves, which give us the 
best and latest picture of the ancient dress, is adverse ; the men 
are still wearing the apron, not the chiton. This is not in itself 
conclusive, for it is a familiar fact that art preserves ancient types, 
in dress as elsewhere, after they have passed out of fashion. 
Here then we can only recognise the discrepancy, and trust 
that further discoveries may yet clear it up, as the past has 
explained so many of our old difficulties. 

Once more Dr. Schuchhardt has gone too far in accentuating 
the diflTerence between the local extension of the Achaians 
and the actual range of the Mycenaean remains. He speaks 
almost as though the Homeric Achaians were spread equally over 
the mainland of Greece, and confined to it. But as a fact, the 
list of places given at the top of p. 315 exhibits a remarkable 
coincidence with the geography of the Catalogue of the Ships in 
the second book of the Hind. Lacedeemon, Argolis, Attica, 
Boeotia, Thessaly, and Crete are for Homer main seats of the 
Achaians, as for archaeologists they are centres of Mycenaean 
culturer But the coincidence goes further than this broad 
correspondence. The Catalogue of the Ships represents the 
Achaians as extending in a narrow line from Crete through the 
Sporades to Ehodes, and thus in close touch with Lykia, 
whose royal house boasts of Greek blood. Now it is surely a 
noteworthy coincidence that it is precisely this narrow zone 
which is marked by Mycenaean finds. Of the spots named by 
Schuchhardt, Cos, Carpathos, Ehodes, and, under the name of 



XXX INTRODUCTION 



" the Isles Calydnae," Calymnos, all appear in the Catalogue ; and 
they are the only group of islands in the Archipelago which does 
so appear. It has often puzzled commentators to find the 
Sporades thus drawn into the Achaian world, while the historically 
far more important Cyclades are entirely ignored. The solution 
to the problem surely is that in Homeric times the Sporades 
were Achaian, while the Cyclades still remained, as we must 
suppose, Carian. It is true that finds of Mycenaean ware have 
been made on two of the Cyclades — on Them, which lies nearest 
Crete, and on Syra, the entrepdt of the Archipelago. But these 
isolated cases give us no more right to suppose that these two 
islands were seats of Mycenaean civilisation than Mr. Petrie's 
discoveries would allow us to attribute the Fayum to the empire 
of Agamemnon. They are easily to be explained by importation. 
So far then from accentuating a difference, this local distribution 
in the Archipelago is a striking mark of coincidence between 
Homeric conceptions and the results of archaeology. 

So when Dr. Schuchhardt goes on to argue (p. 317) that no 
Mycenaean finds will be made in Western Greece, because all 
have hitherto been made in the East, he leaps to a conclusion — 
or rather to a pctitio principii — against which Schliemann's 
career should be a suflScient warning. The argument that the 
Mycenaean civilisation looks towards the East and not towards 
the West is of course true, as it is of all Greek civilisation ; but 
it does not forbid us to suppose that there were offshoots in the 
West in Mycenaean as in historic times. Homeric civilisation 
also looks towards the East. It would indeed be hard to say 
where the Hiad would lead us to expect Achaian traces in the 
West, except at Pylos and Ithaca, and perhaps in ^Etolia. 
When sufficient remains of primitive civilisation have been found 
in these spots to prove that the Mycenaean culture did not extend 
to them, then and not before shall we be justified in speaking 
of a discrepancy between the geographical distribution of the 
Achaians of Homer and the people of the Mycenaean world. At 
present we are here absolutely without information, and the 
presumption remains in favour of the correctness of the Homeric 
record. 

This want of agreement, such as it is, cannot for a moment 
outweigh the positive evidence of the undesigned coincidences 
between the culture of Mycenae and Homer. The most important 
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of these is the light which the inlaid metal work throws on 
Homeric descriptions, such as the shield of Achilles and the 
panoply of Agamemnon. The coincidence of the arrangements 
of the palace at Tir}ms with the houses of Homer is in its way 
equally striking, though here some allowances have to be made. 
We find exactly reproduced the Homeric fore -court, with its 
colonnades and prothyron, and even its altar; we find the 
megaron with pillars and hearth and ante-room, and close by the 
indispensable bathroom. But we find besides a second establish- 
ment, a smaller duplicate of the first, and accessible from it only 
with difficulty. Of such an arrangement there is no trace in 
Homer. It strongly suggests the view, held by Dr. Dorpfeld 
and supported by Dr. Schuchhardt, that this second establishment 
was set apart for the women. If so, it is distinctly in con- 
tradiction to Homer, for Homeric manners know npthing of such a 
separation of the sexes in domestic life as the difficult access from 
the larger megaron to the smaller would imply. And in the 
Homeric house of which we know most, the palace of Odysseus, 
there certainly was in the poet's conception, as Professor Jebb 
has conclusively shown, an immediate access from the back of the 
megaron to the chambers in which the women live and work. If 
Dorpfeld's view is right, we must regard the Tiryns palace as 
oriental in plan; for it is nothing else than a house with a 
harem^ and implies polygamy. Though the difference is thus one 
of type, yet the plan of the Tiiynthian palace admits of being 
at once converted into that of a Homeric house by the simple 
expedient of driving a doorway through the back of the megaron 
and abolishing the second courtyard with its appurtenances. 
There is time enough for such a step to have been taken in the 
long interval between the remains of Tiryns and the bee-hive 
tombs of Mycenae; but positive evidence is lacking. There 
is no trace of a doorway in the megaron at Mycenae, any more 
than at Tiryns ; but we have as yet no evidence of the existence 
of a second court. 

With regard to the discoveries at Hissarlik, it must in this 
place suffice to say that the main result as regards the Iliad is 
this : first, that evidence for the historical reality of a siege of 
Troy by the Achaians is now greatly strengthened ; and secondly, 
that the account of it given in the Iliad is at best based upon 
vague tradition. For the Achaians and the Trojans of Homer 
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are to all intents and purposes the same people; the trifling 
differences between them which can here and there be traced are 
as nothing in comparison with the countless points in which they 
are represented as agreeing in language, religion, and manners. 
But we know for certain that the dwellers upon the hill of 
Hissarlik were at a completely different and altogether lower 
stage of civilisation than the royal race of Mycenae. Scarcely 
half a dozen objects have been found which show a point of 
contact If, therefore, Homer correctly describes the Achaians, 
his Trojans are quite imaginary. 

These few introductory remarks will suffice to show how the 
field of speculation has been widened by Dr. Schliemann's dis- 
coveries. It is, and for a long time will be, open for the cultiva- 
tion of new hypotheses. Whether these are right or wrong is of 
little importance, so long as they are suggestive. But it is a 
great and final gain to have attained to a clear and comprehensive 
arrangement of the material such as Dr. Schuchhardt has given us. 

WALTER LEAF. 

February 1891. 



CHAPTEE 1 



LIFE OF DR, SCHLIEMANN 



The recent death of Dr. Schliemann on December 26 of last year 
lends at the present time a special melancholy interest to the 
story of his life. His method of archaeological research, however, 
was so characteristic of the man that any account of his discoveries 
must always have been prefaced by a brief sketch. Not only was 
he an enthusiastic admirer of antiquity ; he was also a thoroughly 
practical man of untiring perseverance. Success in business was 
for him a necessary preliminary to the archaeological work which 
had attracted him from the first. He acquired a fortune, thanks 
to an energy which neither difficulties nor depressing surroimdings 
could daunt. When at last he could devote himself to the luxury 
of study, his business habits proved invaluable. The promptitude 
with which every important discovery was followed up by a book 
on the subject, did much towards keeping Dr. Schliemann's name 
before the world, so that by the general public he was regarded 
as archaeology personified. 

He has himself given us the leading facts of his biography in 
Mios, his greatest work. 

Heinrich Schliemann, a clergyman's son, was born on January 
6, 1822, at New Buckow, in Mecklenburg-Schwerin. In the 
following year the family removed to the village of Ankershagen, 
and there, where they remained for eight years, the child's imagin- 
ation received its first vivid impressions. " Our garden house," 
says Dr. Schliemann, " was said to be haunted 'by the ghost of my 
father's predecessor, and just behind our garden was a pond, called 
* das Silberschalchen,' out of which a maiden was believed to rise 
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each midnight, holding a silver bowl. There was also in the 
village a small hill, surrounded by a ditch, probably a prehistoric 
burial-place (or so-called ' Hun's Grave *), in wliich, as the legend 
ran, a robber-knight in times of old had buried his favourite child 
in a golden cradle." The chief feature, however, was an old 
castle, which had once been inhabited by the old knight Henning 
von Holstein, popularly called Henning Bradenkirl. By the 
" Wartensberg," close at hand, said tradition, the wicked knight 
had once lain in wait for the Duke of Mecklenburg. His attempt 
having failed, the Duke besieged him in his castle, and there they 
still showed the massive tower, close to which he had buried all 
his treasures, when escape became hopeless. On the castle-wall 
stood a relief of Henning Bradenkirl, and in the churchyard was 
his grave, from which for centuries his left leg, in a black silk 
stocking, had grown out again and again. All these tales, solenmly 
vouched for by sexton and grave-digger, were loyally believed by 
the sensitive child. 

Dr. SchUemann proceeds to relate that he often heard his 
father vividly narrate the story of the destruction of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, and the course of the Ti-ojan War. He received 
at Christmas 1829 a child's history of the world, in which the 
picture of Troy in flames with its huge walls, and the Skaian 
Gate with -^neas in flight, bearing his father Anchises on his 
shoulders, and leading the boy Ascanius by the hand, made a 
deep impression upon him, and awoke a passionate desire to visit 
those regions and see what still remained of their ancient splendour. 
Finding but little response to his enthusiasm among his playmates, 
he was attracted all the more towards a sympathetic little friend 
of his own age, Minna Meincke, who, he says, promised to marrj- 
him one day and help him to discover Troy. 

Wlien the boy was nine years old, his mother died. As the 
family numbered seven children, their education became a difficult 
matter. Heinrich was sent to his uncle, the clergyman at Kalk- 
horst, and there for a year he was well taught by a divinity 
student. At Christmas 1832 he could gratify his father by 
sending him a Latin essay on the chief events of the Trojan War. 
He was soon afterwards sent to the gymnasium at New Strelitz 
and put in the third form ; but family misfortunes compelled him 
to give up all hopes of a learned career. Three months later he 
had to leave the classical school for a commercial one. When 
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he passed out of it in the spring of 1836, at the age of fourteen, 
he was apprenticed to a small grocer in the village of Fiirstenberg. 
Here his duties consisted in selling across the counter herrings, 
butter, potato-brandy, milk, salt, coffee, sugar, oil, tallow-candles, 
etc., grinding potatoes for the distillery, sweeping the shop, and 
similar congenial occupations. From early morning till late at 
night he had to stand in the shop, and could not find a moment 
in which to cultivate his mind. Dr. Schliemann remembers a 
characteristic little event that occurred at this time. One evening 
there came to the shop a miller's man, who had been born in 
better circumstances and educated at a gymnasium, but had come 
down in the world and taken to drink. Yet with all this he had 
not forgotten his Homer. " That evening," says Dr. Schliemann, 
" he recited to us about a hundred lines of the poet, observing the 
rhythmic cadence of the verses. Although I did not understand 
a syllable, the melodious sound of the words made a deep impres- 
sion upon me, and I wept bitter tears over my unhappy fate. 
Three times over did I get him to repeat to me those divine 
verses, rewarding his trouble with three glasses of whiskey, which 
I bought with the few pence that made up my whole wealth. 
From that moment I never ceased to pray God that by His grace 
I might yet have the happiness of learning Greek." 

For five years and a half Dr. Schliemann dragged on his 
existence in this situation, till one day he overstrained himself by 
lifting a cask, spat blood, and had to give up his work. He walked 
to Hamburg, and tried to find fresh employment with different 
grocers there, but in each place his weak chest proved him after 
a short time unfit for the work. In despair, he bound him- 
self as a cabin boy, sold his only coat to buy a blanket for the 
voyage, and set sail for Venezuela, on board the brig Dorothea^ 
on November 28, 1841. Fortune, however, was kinder to him 
than it seemed. The ship was wrecked on the Dutch coast. Its 
crew, after drifting about for nine hours in a little boat, got safely 
ashore, and while the others lost everything in the wreck, Dr. 
Schliemann's chest, with his few belongings, was picked up. He 
now felt it his vocation to remain in Holland, and there indeed he 
was to lay the foundation-stone of all his future success. 

His first year was still far from brilliant He had gone to 
Amsterdam and become oflBce-boy in Mr. F. E. Quien*s warehouse. 
In this capacity he had to run all the errands in the town, collect 
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bills, and carry letters to and from the post. But he took advan- 
tage of the perfect mental leisure afforded by this employment, to 
carry on his education. ** I never went on my errands, even in the 
rain," he says, " without having my book in my hand and learning 
something by heart. I never waited at the post-office without 
reading, or repeating a passage in my mind." Thus he learnt 
English in one half-year and French in the next, and managed to 
save for intellectual needs the half of his smaU salary of 80O 
francs. His method of learning these languages exemplifies his 
plan of always reaching his goal by the shortest possible way. 
He did not trouble about grammatical rules or about making 
translations, but read a great deal aloud, and wrote little exercises 
which were corrected by the teacher and then learnt by heart. 
This tended to strengthen his memory, which was quite excep- 
tional. He was in such good training after that year that 
for each of the languages which he learnt next — Dutch, Spanish, 
Italian, and Portuguese — ^he required only six weeks. 

Gradually he wearied of the mechanical work of his humble 
position, and began to neglect it, so that a change seemed desir- 
able both to himself and his employers. On March 1, 1844, he 
was engaged as corresponding clerk and book-keeper to Messrs. 
B. H. Schroder and Co. of Amsterdam. He thus entered a firm 
that could introduce him to the great world of commerce. Here, 
too, his zeal was fully appreciated and encouraged. Dr. Schlie- 
mann always spoke gratefully of his former master as the author 
of all his later success, and expressed deep respect for the admir- 
able old man who withdrew from business only a few years ago, 
to enjoy a well-earned rest in Hanover. 

Dr. Schliemann now began to study Bussian under peculiar 
conditions. As no teacher of this language was to be found in 
the town, he learnt by heart the Russian translation of TMniaque. 
So as to have some one to whom he could repeat what he had 
learnt, he hired a poor Jew, who had every evening to listen to 
the Russian recitation, of which he did not understand one word. 
The Jew endured it for four francs a week, but Dr. Schliemann's 
fellow-lodgers, who also had to hear every word through the thin 
Dutch partitions, did not feel themselves equally bound to 
endurance, so the enthusiastic youth had to change his lodgings 
twice during this educational period. His employers judged his 
new acquirement more favourably, and sent him at the beginning 
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of 1846 as their agent to St Petersburg. Dr. Schliemann now 
came quickly to the front. Within the first year his success 
was so great that he could think of carrying out the earUest of 
his childish plans, and marrying Minna Meincke. To his sorrow 
he found that his first love had married another only a few 
weeks before. He was idealist enough to feel such an event as 
" the heaviest blow that could fall upon him," but he was also 
vigorous enough to throw himself all the more eagerly into his 
daily duties. In 1847 he founded a mercantile house of his 
own at St. Petersburg, and still remained agent for Messrs. B. H. 
Schroder and Co. of Amsterdam, whom he represented for eleven 
years altogether. He devoted himself almost entirely to the 
indigo trade, and it was not till later that he temporarily added 
the tea business to it. He accidentally became an American 
citizen during a journey to California in 1850. California was 
made a State on July 4 of that year, and every one who happened 
to be there at the time became, without further formality, a 
citizen of the United States. 

Dr. Schliemann founded a branch establishment at Moscow 
in 1852. During the next few years the very difficulties of the 
Crimean War, which he met in characteristic fashion, were turned 
by his unfailing ingenuity to the best account, and brought him 
large profits. Besides this, he met now and then with exceptional 
good fortune. Thus on October 4, 1850, when goods to the 
amount of 150,000 thalers, representing his sole capital at that 
time, were lying stored for him with Messrs. Meyer and Co. at 
Memel, their great warehouse was destroyed by a fire which laid 
the whole town in ashes. Dr. Schliemann's goods alone escaped 
destruction, for, as the warehouse was full, they had been stored 
to the north of the town in a wooden shed, from which the pre- 
vailing north wind kept off the flames. These goods were now sold 
by Dr. Schliemann to great advantage. He invested the profits 
repeatedly ; " did a large business in indigo, dye-woods, and military 
stores (saltpetre, brimstone, and lead) ; and as capitalists were 
afraid to do much business during the Crimean War, he was able 
to make considerable profits, and to more than double his capital 
in the course of one year." 

So matters went on till 1858, when Dr. Schliemann believed 
he had made a sufl5cient fortune and could now devote himself 
entirely to his favourite study of archaeology. He had been 
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studying Greek for two years, since the end of the Crimean 
War. He had not dared to do this before, for fear he should 
fall under the spell of Homer and neglect his business, which he 
could not yet afford to give up. He now made an extensive tour 
through Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Italy, and Egypt. He had 
just reached Athens and was on the point of starting for Ithaca, 
when a lawsuit recalled him to St Petersburg and detained him 
there for several years. He therefore temporarily resumed 
business in that town, and extended it, dealing not only in 
indigo, but also in cotton and tea. He imported £500,000 worth 
of goods from May to October 1860. The lawsuit was decided 
in his favour in December 1863, when he finally wound up 
his business, to which he never returned. 

In the spring of 1864 Dr. Schliemann travelled to Carthage 
and India, and remained for several months in China and Japan. 
His first book. La Chine et le Japon, was written during the fifty 
days' voyage from Japan to America. It was published next 
year in Paris, where Dr. Schliemann now settled, devoting 
himself chiefly to the study of archaeology. He visited for 
the first time the classical spots which were later to become 
the sources of his world-wide fame in the summer of 1868. 
He published an account of these travels in German and 
French in 1869, under the title of ItJiaca, the Peloponnesus, and 
Troy, In this book he first announced the two leading theories 
which guided him in his later excavations, and which led to 
his remarkable success. In the first place, the description 
of the traveller Pausanias (ii. 16, 4), the classical Baedeker, 
led him to conclude that the graves of the Atreidse at Mycense 
had lain inside, and not outside, the citadel wall; secondly, 
he placed Troy on the site of the new historic Ilion, on the hill 
now called Hissarlik, near the coast. The most distinguished 
scholars and travellers of the day, if they granted its real existence 
at all, held it to have stood far inland on the summit of the 
Balidagh, near Bunarbashi. This book and a treatise written in 
Greek gained at once for Schliemann his doctor's degree at 
Eostock. Then he went travelling again, and spent almost the 
whole of 1869 in the United States. 

Next year he began the great work of his life, the excavation 
of Troy. The first sod was turned on Hissarlik in April 1870. 
It was only a preliminary cutting, to decide how deep was the 
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accumulation of d^bins on the hill. When the first ancient wall 
came to light, at a depth of sixteen feet, it was clear that ex- 
t-ensive operations would be necessary before the ancient city 
could be laid bare. Permission had first to be obtained from 
the Turkish Government, but, owing to the disturbed state of 
foreign affairs at that time, it was long delayed. The permission 
only arrived in September 1871. On the 27th of the month 
Dr. Schliemann set oflf for the Dardanelles, with his young wife 
Sophia, a Greek, whom he had married two years before in 
Athens. As usual, all sorts of preliminary difficulties with the 
local authorities had to be got over ; the excavations could not be 
begun till October 1 1 ; and even then they bore at first but 
little fruit, for the arrangements were found to be insufficient to 
meet the requirements, which grew from week to week. Eighty 
workmen had to be employed in order to make any progress with 
the huge trench which was opened on the north side of the hill. 
Pickaxes and wooden spades were the only available implements ; 
and there were but eight wheelbarrows to cart away the rubbish, 
all the rest being carried in baskets to the edge of the slope. 
Added to this, Dr. Schliemann and his wife had to put up with 
miserable quarters in the neighbouring village of Tschiblak, 
where the houses are little better than cowsheds. Consequently, 
when the work ceased for the winter on November 24, there was 
nothing to show for it except a Hellenistic building in the upper 
layer of ruins — to judge from several inscriptions found on the 
spot, it had probably been the Bouleuterion, or senate-house of 
New Ilion; — and still lower, at a depth of 33 feet, several walls 
of houses made of rough brick, and numerous stone implements. 

After the experience gained from these first difficulties. Dr. 
Schliemann sent for a great number of English wheelbarrows, 
pickaxes, and spades, and resumed the work much more 
thoroughly in March 1872. To begin with, he had secured the co- 
operation of an engineer; he also engaged three overseers to direct 
the different groups of workmen, who always numbered between 
100 and 150; and finally he made arrangements for a suitable 
dwelling, getting a wooden house of three rooms, with a store- 
house and kitchen adjoining, built on the spot. The excavations 
were carried on by digging out a platform 233 feet wide, from 
north to south, in the hill. As it appeared, however, that 
this cutting did not nearly reach the original level, a large 
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trench was dug within it. All the walls in the upper strata 
which crossed this cutting were ruthlessly cleared away, so 
that the lowest and last stratum^ which must be the real Troy, 
might be brought to light. The excavations were carried on 
well into the hot summer, and only stopped on August 14. 
In spite of this, they had led to no satisfactory result Owing 
to the enormous depth that had to be reached, the work had 
to be confined almost entirely to the broad trench. In it, 
indeed, many separate walls were laid bare, but the connection 
between them, if any existed, remained doubtfuL Among the 
single finds, the finest was the metope from a Greek temple, 
representing the rising Helios, sculptured in high relief. 

In the following year Dr. Schliemann with too much zeal 
returned to Hissarlik on February 1, and had therefore to endure 
six weeks of bitter cold. The wind, which at that season blows 
up from the Hellespont, is no less severe than in our northern 
climate. Through the chinks in the thin wooden shed the 
north wind blew so hard that, in spite of a constant fire, the 
water in the room was frozen. Tlie cold was just bearable during 
the day, while they were busy with the excavations, " but of an 
evening," says Dr. Schliemann, " we had nothing to keep us warm 
except our enthusiasm for the great work of discovering Troy." 

This year, however, brought the first real success. The 
town walls appeared more and more distinctly. To the south- 
west, too, a great gate was uncovered, and quite close to it, over 
the foundation of the town wall, was found the famous "great 
treasure," consisting of countless golden ornaments and many 
silver and copper vessels, weapons, etc. It was about mid-day 
when Dr. Schliemann observed the first signs of the treasure, 
and during the workmen's dinner -hour he lifted and concealed 
the whole mass, with the assistance of his wife, whose shawl 
served as a basket. He thus managed to keep together the 
whole find, of which, by agreement, the half should have been 
given over to the Turkish Government. 

After this third campaign, Dr. Schliemann described the 
results of his excavations in the work Trojan Antiquities. It 
was published in German with an atlas of 218 maps in 1874, 
and a French translation by M, Eangab(5 appeared at the 
same time. The book did much to shake the deep-rooted 
Troy-Bunarbashi theory. The abundance of pottery and orna- 
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ments with their peculiar forms indicated that a very old and 
not unimportant settlement must have stood upon Hissarlik. 
The • town walls also, although only partially laid bare, might 
even then have awakened confidence. But they did not receive 
justice, largely because of the defective illustrations, and were 
classed with the insignificant walls within the town. No doubt 
the masonry of small quarry -stones and clay was that which 
people had up to now only associated with periods of decline, 
and would not accept as the strongly fortified and lofty fortress 
ascribed to Poseidon. Moreover, Dr. Schliemann was rash in 
naming his gold relics " Priam's Treasure " ; the largest building 
discovered " Priam's Palace " ; and the entrance, " the Scsean Gate." 
These three names were enough to make most people refer every 
assertion in the book to the realm of fancy, and but few scholars 
paid any serious attention to what they considered to be wild 
theories. Writers in newspapers and comic prints saw their 
opportunity, and archaeology has since had to regret the ill repute 
into which the " science of the spade " thus fell. The final con- 
clusion of sober thinkers was that even if a primeval settlement 
did exist on Hissarlik, its ruins did not correspond to the great 
period depicted by Homer. Hissarlik could scarcely have been 
the capital of the land ; and therefore, until further excavations 
should take place, Bunarbashi, defended by such acute and varied 
arguments, must still be accepted as Troy. 

The next four years were very busy ones for Dr. Schliemann, 
and well illustrate his restless love of enterprise. If baflBed in 
any one plan, he always had two new ones to fall back on. In 
February 1874, while he was busy with a trial excavation at 
Mycenae, the Turkish Government, believing itself to have been 
unfairly treated at the division of the last Trojan spoils, began 
a lawsuit against him at Athens. He had to return there, and 
was detained for a year with the proceedings, which ended in 
his having to pay 10,000 francs compensation. Instead of 
10,000 francs, Schliemann sent 50,000 to the Ministry at 
Constantinople, as a contribution towards the funds of the 
Imperial museimi. He hoped by this to win over the offended 
authorities, and to be allowed soon to resume his Trojan excava- 
tions. From that time onwards, however, he had a difficult 
position in Turkey. He went himself to Constantinople in 1875, 
but cdthough he was fairly well received, and influential friends 
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interceded for him, the negotiations for a new finnan were very 
much delayed. When at last he obtained it, in April 1876, and 
set off for Troy, impatient to resume labours from which much 
was now expected, he only met with new disappointments. The 
governor of the Troad, Ibrahim Pacha, detained him for two 
months at the town of Dardanelles, under the pretext that the 
firman still required confirmation. When he at last allowed 
him to begin, he sent with him to Hissarlik a commissioner, 
who did all in his power to annoy him. Under such cir- 
cumstances. Dr. Schliemann gave up the excavations and wrote 
from Athens a violent article to the Times, to show how 
the attitude of the Pacha conflicted with the interests of the 
civilised world. In consequence of this, Ibrahim was removed 
in October to another province. Meanwhile, however, Dr. Schlie- 
mann had again begun to work at Mycenae in July, and was so 
successful in the very first months, that he thought no more 
of Troy for the present If the Trojan treasures had seemed a 
remarkable reward of his labours, no wonder that his delight 
knew no bounds when, from the kings' graves in the fortress of 
Mycenae, he dug up such masses of gold as even he, the million- 
aire, had perhaps never before seen upon one spot Nearly all 
the ornaments worn by the dead, diadems, masks, breastplates, 
bracelets, earrings, were worked in solid gold, and some of the 
goblets and tankards weighed as much as 4 lbs. By an article 
of the Greek constitution, everything found in the country must 
remain there and become the property of the Government, so 
these treasures were taken to Athens. They are exhibited in 
the great hall of the Polytechnicon, and form one of the most 
interesting and imposing collections in the world. 

The excavations at Mycenae went on to the end of 1876. 
In 1877 Dr. Schliemann published the results in his book 
Mycence. An English edition appeared simultaneously in London 
and New York, and in 1878 a French one was issued in Paris. 
The preface was written by Mr, Gladstone, whose keen interest in 
Homeric studies is well known. Then new negotiations began 
about a firman for Troy. So as to waste no time, Dr. Schliemann 
started on a journey to Ithaca. He had already paid a flying 
visit to this island in 1868. No ruins of any importance had 
ever been observed here, and even the site of the ancient capital 
was unknown. But the experience gained at Troy as to the 
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primitive state of Greek building now enabled l)r. Schliemann to 
fix this site on Mount Aetos, where he discovered the ruins of about 
190 houses of Cyclopean masonry surrounded by primeval walls, 
along with the palace of the kings situated on the very summit 
of the hill, and enclosed by a double line of fortification walls. 

On his return Dr. Schliemann was able to set out for Troy 
towards the end of September. Fresh success but ako fresh 
disappointment awaited hint The district all around was now 
considered unsafe. Shortly before, some Circassians had attacked 
a farmhouse and tried to pillage it. A fight ensued between 
them and the villagers who hastened to the rescue, and 
two men on each side were killed. Dr. SchUemann had there- 
fore to accustom himself to the escort of ten gensdar^nes, who 
remained with him at Troy during the whole of the excavations. 
The new Turkish commissioner, who also lived on the citadel, 
was a pleasant enough companion, but he carried the key of the 
stoi^house where the treasures were kept. The excavations 
extended principally over the area in which the gold ornaments 
had previously been found. The so-called palace of Priam was 
completely uncovered, and near it a few more small treasures 
were found. On November 26 the work stopped. This time 
two -thirds of the treasure discovered went to Constantinople, 
while Dr. Schliemann retained one-third. 

Operations were resumed at the end of February 1879. 
This campaign was specially encouraging and productive in 
various ways, for Professor Eudolf Virchow joined it from March 
onwards. The illustrious Professor not only helped Dr. Schliemann 
at Hissarlik, where his quick eye observed many new points, 
but he also explored the whole of the Troad with him up to 
the very summit of Ida He made geological, botanical, and 
meteorological observations everywhere ; his subsequent essays 
and lectures afford interesting evidence of his studies. A French 
scholar, M. Emile Bumouf, also made a prolonged stay at Hissarlik. 
He was sent by M. Jules Ferry, who was at that time Minister of 
Public Instruction, and who recognised this rare and important 
opportunity for study. M. Burnouf also placed his talents at Dr. 
Schliemann's disposal ; and the plans he drew of the excavations 
deserve special recognition. The chief work this year was to 
uncover the town walls as far as possible. Close by, on the 
plain of the Skamander, fourteen so-called heroic tumuli were 
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excavated, at great cost and trouble, but with such scanty results 
that Dr. Schliemann came to the conclusion that they must be 
cenotaphs, or empty tombs, put up later in memory of the dead 
and not erected for actual burial. 

After this campaign, which ended with the year 1879, Dr. 
Schliemann collected all the results of his excavations at Troy in 
his great work, Hios, It was written in English, and was at 
once translated into German, so that both editions appeared 
simultaneously at the end of 1880. For the first time, the whole 
material was laid before the public with good illustrations, which 
brought out clearly the great antiquity of the discoveries. Pro- 
fessor Virchow's investigations, giving several new confirmations 
of the Troy-Hissarlik theory, and his enthusiastic preface to the 
book, did not fail to make a great impression. Still, however, 
there remained the difficulty of the insignificance of the house 
walls within the citadel, and the so-called " Palace of Priam " was 
still the largest building to be seen. It was now more cautiously 
named " the city chieftain's house," while the gold find was from 
1873 onwards simply called "the great treasure." 

After his eighteen months of literary work. Dr. Schliemann 
returned with increased energy to his excavations. At Orchomenos, 
in 1880 and 1881, he excavated the so-called treasury of Minyas, 
a great bee-hive tomb exactly like those of Mycenae. He then 
made another tour through the Troad, both of which undertakings 
were described in two short articles — ^"Orchomenos" and "A 
Journey through the Troad." 

On March 1, 1882, Dr. Schliemann resumed work at Hissarlik. 
This time he had the co-operation of Dr. W. Dorpfeld, now chief 
secretary to the German Archaeological Institute at Athens, who, 
for several years previous to his work with Dr. Schliemann, 
had taken a leading part in the German excavations at Olympia. 
They now gained important results by uncovering several great 
complex buildings in the most important stratum, the second from 
the native rock. Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld at that time 
held that the extensive buildings with vestibules in front, and a 
great round hearth in the centre, were temples. Two years later, 
however, the ground-plan of the palace at Tiryns was discovered 
almost intact. It had the same long central hall, with a vestibule 
and a great round hearth, and thus it was proved that the analogous 
buildings in Troy were not temples, but the chief apartments of 
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the king's palace. The same apartment, with exactly the same 
ground -plan, has recently been also found at Mycenae, in the 
centre of the palace. Consequently, it is now perfectly certain, 
even if it was not so in 1882, that Dr. Schliemann has dis- 
covered the Pergamos of Troy in the chief stratum of Hissarlik. 
This city, like Tiryns and Mycenae, belongs to that same great 
and flourishing period of Graeco- Asiatic culture which is obviously 
pre-Homeric. We can unhesitatingly recognise in it the Troy 
whose memory survived in the poems of Homer. 

The devout and childlike faith with which Dr. Schliemann, in 
spite of all ridicule, clung to an actual historic foundation for the 
Homeric poems and the Trojan War, has been victorious over all 
the acuteness and erudition expended on the opposite side. This 
result certainly tends to justify the way in which he excavated at 
Troy. The ruthless removal of the upper strata, the cutting 
through interesting foundations of Greek temples and fortress- 
walls, naturally awoke indignemt regrets. It has often been said 
that he ought at least to have cleared them away layer by layer, 
so that each one might have been surveyed separately, before 
giving place to the next. But people forget that the strata do not 
lie neatly sandwiched one above the other. The settlers who in- 
habited the town at different periods did not each in turn level 
the surface, but generally built on the dibris as they lay. Where 
a large building had fallen down, the new one built upon it stood 
several yards higher than another which had been built on open 
ground. Moreover the different layers of Dr. Schliemann's cities 
are by no means entirely separated from each other by complete 
breaks between the settlements. Newer houses are often right 
in the midst of older ruins. Under such conditions, how is one 
layer to be separated from another ? The topmost one, certainly, 
the Hellenistic town, stands on a new and carefully levelled 
foundation. It might easily have been uncovered by itself. 
Supposing this town, with the ground -plan of its temples, 
markets, towers, and gates, had been laid bare, Dr. Schliemann 
would hardly have ventured, to destroy what at that epoch would 
have been the only known plan of a Hellenistic town on the 
mere chance of verifying his conjecture that there was something 
below. He was assuredly wise in going promptly to work on 
the north trench, for which he has been so much blamed, and 
thus to make regrets of no avail. 
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Most of the Trojan treasures are now in the " Volker Museum " 
at Berlin. The few gold ornaments which two of Dr. Schliemann's 
workmen concealed in 1873, as well as two-thirds of the finds 
of 1882, went to Constantinople ; and Dr. Schliemann has kept a 
large collection of pottery in his house at Athens. Everything 
else, including the "Great Treasure," belongs to that splendid 
collection which he presented to his country in 1881. He 
had the satisfaction of receiving several letters from the old 
Emperor William, in gracious acknowledgment of this gift. 
His Majesty, by an edict of January 24, 1881, decreed "that 
the above-named collection shall be consigned to the charge 
of the Prussian Government, and afterwards preserved in the 
Ethnographical Museum at Berlin, now in course of construction, 
in as many special rooms as are necessary for exhibiting it to 
advantage; and also that the rooms set apart for this purpose 
shall always bear the donor's name." The " Schliemann Collec- 
tion " has year by year received additions from the travels and 
minor excavations of the great discoverer, who has also bequeathed 
to it that portion of the Trojan relics which are still in Athens. 
In return Dr. Schliemann received from the city of Berlin the 
honorary citizenship of the German capital, a gift which has been 
bestowed on scarcely any one else, except Bismarck and Moltke. 

The work of the succeeding years is soon told. A new 
book on the new excavations was promptly written and 
entitled Troja, It appeared, with a preface by Professor Sayce, 
at the end of 1884, in English and German. As no French 
translation of Ilios had yet appeared, this work was revised and 
enlarged in accordance with the new discoveries, and in this form 
it was published in Paris in 1885, under the title of Ilios, Ville et 
Pays des Troy ens. 

Dr. Schliemann made a small excavation at Marathon in 
February 1884. The hill, which Pausanias describes as the grave 
of the 192 Athenians killed in the battle of 490 B.C., was opened 
and found to belong to a much earlier period than the Persian War. 
From March till June 1884 Dr. Schliemann worked at Tiryns. 
Here he made a splendid discovery, which threw light on all 
sides. He came on the foundations of a palace in excellent 
preservation, dating from the heroic age. As usual, he wrote a 
description of it immediately, but as he entrusted Dr. Dorpfeld 
with further excavations for the following spring, the book was 
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kept back till November 1885, when it appeared with l)r. Dorpfeld's 
additions and an excellent preface by Professor F. Adier. French 
and English editions appeared at the same time in Paris, London, 
and New York. In this work the chapters on architecture are 
wiitten entirely by Dr. Dorpfeld, so that for this section we have 
a specialist's admirable presentation of his own subject. 

Dr. Schliemann's researches always found special recognition 
in England. He was made a D.C.L. of the University of Oxford 
and Honoraiy Fellow of Queen's College in 1883. After the 
excavations at Tiryns, the large gold medal of the Eoyal Institute 
of British Architects was awarded to him. 

Dr. Schliemann next began excavations at dift'erent other 
places. Their results, however, were not sufficiently encour- 
aging to lead him to undertake more extensive operations. 
Two winters, 1886-87 and 1887-88, he spent in Egypt, the 
latter in company with Professor Virchow. From that journey 
he sent a number of coffers, together with some very ancient vases 
of great interest, and a fine collection of Egyptian stuffs and 
embroideries, as a present to the Ethnological Museum in Berlin. 
Since the spring of 1887 he had had several animated negotiations 
in Crete, where he wished to uncover the fortress hill of the 
old city of Gnossos. Judging from the preliminary excavations, 
it seems to cover a royal palace like that of Tiryns. The 
excessive demands of the landlords unfortunately hindered the 
realisation of the plan. In the spring of 1888 he worked for a 
short time at Cythera, where he discovered the original temple of 
the Uranian Aphrodite in the chapel of Hagios Cosmas. In the 
same year he made investigations at " sandy Pylos " and on the 
island of Sphacteria, where he laid bare the old fortifications, 
which, according to Thucydides (iv. 31), were discovered and 
made use of by the Spartans in 425 b.c. 

Dr. Schliemann generally spent the intervals of rest at 
Athens. His palatial house in the Rtie de V UniversiU reminds 
us at every point of the world in which its owner lived and 
moved. In the mosaic floors the chief specimens of the Trojan 
vases and urns are represented. Along the wall run friezes with 
classical landscapes and pictures from the Greek epic, with 
appropriate Homeric quotations. The visitor was admitted by 
the porter Bellerophon and conducted by the footman Telamon 
to the master, who was generally found reading one of the Greek 
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classics, and stopping at intervals to complain of the number of 
Stock Exchange lists brought by the morning post from Paris, 
London, and Berlin. These used to lie piled up on a chair by his 
side, and liad an incongruous appearance among the other sur- 
roundings. Dr. Schliemaun was no longer engaged in business, 
but the management of his great fortune, and the ownership of 
the several houses which he let in Paris, Berlin, and Athens, 
obliged him to keep up his relations with the world of commerce. 
Even the flying visits which tourists always made a point 
of paying him gave a glimpse of his family life. Dr. Schlie- 
maun was not like Goethe, who only now and then made a 
momentary appearance at the grating of his hall -door. With 
unwearying courtesy he ushered visitors several times a day into 
his drawing-room. There they found Mrs. Schliemann (7i^e 
Kastromenos of Athens), a kind and gentle hostess, . with her 
daughter Andromache, who has just reached womanhood, and her 
son Agamemnon, a boy of twelve. It was only within this circle 
that the warmth and tenderness of Dr. Schliemann's character 
came out. These traits explained not only his eager adherence 
and trustful loyalty to mythical tradition, but also the charity 
of his judgment towards opponents, which became every year 
more remarkable. He thus formed an exception to the general 
rule, that, with advancing age, men become more obstinate in 
their opinions. We prefix to the book a likeness of Dr. Schlie- 
mann from a photograph tfiken a few years ago. A portrait 
of Mrs. Schliemann is also given, wearing the Trojan ornaments 
which can grace no head so well as hers.^ 

^ In the German edition Dr. Schuchhardt had added : ''Dr. Schliemann is now 
in his sixty-ninth year, but his activity and love of enterprise show no signs of 
decay. We may still look to him for many additions to science, and we hope to 
thank him for disclosing the heroic age of Greece in the periods of its prime and of 
its decadence, which may perhaps be found in Crete, the land of Minos." Unhappily 
these hopes have not been verified. The great explorer died suddenly at Naples on 
December 26, 1890, from the effects of cold after an operation for deafness. A few 
days later Dr. Dorpfeld, the illustrious archaeologist and friend, who has shared all 
Dr. Schliemann's later labours, escorted the remains back to Athens. In accordance 
with a wish he had expressed, Dr. Schliemann was buried in the Greek cemetery 
south of the Ilissos. His body lies in the land he loved so well ; but the example of 
noble ambition and patient research which ho set before the world will long abide as 
a living spirit, not only among archieologists, but among all who anywhere in the 
civilised world have caught something of his devotion and enthusiasm for classical 
learning and antiquity. 
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CHAPTEK II 

TROY 

1, History and Topography 

At the time when Dr. Schliemann began his excavations in 
Troy, the Homeric poems — then the main source of our knowledge 
of prehistoric Greece — had already been subjected to keen and 
searching criticism by F. A. Wolf, Wilhelm Miiller, and Lachmann, 
and the results of this criticism were known not only to special- 
ists, but to the educated public in general The main contention 
was, that the Iliad and the Odyssey were really a collection of 
songs composed at diflferent times, and of very unequal value, and 
that, like the German Niehelungen Liedy they could be resolved 
into shorter lays, each celebrating the deeds of individual heroes. 
The more famous of these heroes, Achilles for example, like 
Siegfried, had, it was maintained, their ultimate origin in mytho- 
logical personages, once worshipped as divine. 

English scholars, it is true, in the face of the Wolfian doctrine, 
maint^ed intact their peculiar Homeric orthodoxy. They made, 
indeed, a few outward concessions to the spirit of reformation, 
especially by ceding the notion of a single supreme head in 
the realm of epic poetry, but they remained faithful on the 
whole to the old catholic belief. Grote considered that the 
Odyssey y though not the Iliady was originally one complete whole : 
he further placed Troy exactly on the spot where Dr. Schliemann 
afterwards excavated it.^ In Germany, however, the conviction 
daily gained ground that it was impossible to decide how much 
in the ancient Epos was truth and how much poetic fiction. 
Every influential scholar and traveller — and among them we find 
the names of Moltke, Welcker, Kiepert, and Curtius — favoured 

^ Grote, Hift. of Chreece, vol. ii. ch. xxL, and vol. i. ch. xv. p. 312. 
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the view that disregards the leading traits of the Homeric picture, 
and bids us recognise the ancient capital of the Troad in a small 
mountain fastness near Bunarbashi, situated at a considerable 
distance from the sea. This, they held, had been transformed by 
the imaginative descriptions of a Homer into a royal city, capital 
of a broad domain. 

The question is now decided for ever. On the hill of Hissarlik 
Dr. Schliemaun has uncovered the ancient palaces of Troy, has 
laid bare its colossal fortifications, and brought to light its treasures 
of gold and silver. Moreover, in the country round about, his 
unwearying exertions have proved the accuracy of many details, 
which show a coincidence, astonishing even to the most credulous, 
between the picture unfolded in Homer and the one preserved to 
this day. In order to be able rightly to estimate the significance 
of these results, we must first take a rapid survey of what ancient 
tradition has handed down to us concerning Troy and the Trojan 
plain. 

Our knowledge of the " Ilios " of the Trojan War is solely 
derived from the Homeric poems. The Greeks of historic times 
themselves knew nothing beyond what these poems tell us. Their 
assertions about remote antiquity either have Homer for their 
source or are pure inventions. In Homer Troy is a wealthy 
capital, situated in the neighbourhood of the Hellespont, and 
facing the little island of Tenedos.^ Its horizon is bounded 
on the one side by Samotllrake, the high snow-capped peak 
whence Poseidon watched the battle,* on the other by wooded 
" many-fountained " Ida, the seat of Zeus.* The Trojan princes 
dwelt originally farther inland on Mount Ida; later on they 
came down from this lofty position, and founded the present 
citadel "upon the plain."* So wonderful are the walls and 
towers of this citadel, that their building was ascribed to no 
mortal hand but to Poseidon and Apollo.* On the summit of 
the Acropolis were situated the palaces — the palace of Priam,* 
and next to it those of Hector and of Paris.'' There also Zeus was 
worshipped,^ and Athena * and Apollo ^^ had their temples. The 
only exit from the city mentioned in the poems is the Skaian 
Gate, through which the road led to the battle-field on the plain. 

1 //. xiii. 83. » //. xiii. 11-14. » 11 viii. 47, etc. * II, xx. 216. 

» 77. vii. 452. « //. vi. 242. ' 11. vi. 370, 313. » 77. xxii. 169-172. 

» 77. vi. 88. " 77. v. 445, and vii. 20. 
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The Greeks are encamped near to their landing-place, along 
the coast of the Helledpont.^ A number of passages in the poems 
prove that the distance from the camp to Troy was not great. As 
a rule, every night after the battle the Trojans go back to their 
city, the Greeks to their camp. Messengers go early from the 
city to the station of the ships, and are back before sunrise.^ In 
one and the same day the battle ofton surges to and fro along 
the whole distance. Priam journeys during the night to the 
hut of Achilles, to ask for the body of his son, and when his 
sorrowful quest is ended, and he has once more tasted meat and 
drink, he enjoys in his enemy's hut the sleep so long denied to 
him, and yet is back in Troy before break of day.* 

Between the city and the Greek camp flows the Skamander, 
the chief river of the country. It rises on Mount Ida, and its 
size is such that it can only be forded at one spot. This river 
plays an important part on the battle-field. To a certain extent 
it marks the boundary between the Greek and the Trojan region. 
When the Greeks pass it, the Trojans give way, and turn 
back in flight to the city. On the other hand, a great success 
of the Trojans is marked by the fact that Hector and his army 
pass the night on the enemy's side of the river, on a " swelling 
of the plain" {dpaxrfio^ irehloio), and have the necessaries for 
the evening meal, meat, flour, etc., brought to them from the 
city.* On this evening Agamemnon anxiously sees from his 
camp the watch-fires of the Trojans, and hears the sound of their 
flutes and pipes.* When Priam is driving to the Greek camp, 
and Hermes is commanded to provide a safe escort, he only joins 
the king at the moment when the latter has halted in the middle 
of the ford to water his horses ; here it is that the real danger 
hegins, and to this point only Hermes escorts the old man back 
on his homeward journey.^ 

The Simoeis is often mentioned in connection with the 
Skamander; its course is nowhere clearly indicated, and only one 
passage in the Iliad affords any clue. The conclusion arrived at 
may well be correct, as it is due to a scholar who denies all 
connection between the Homeric description and the actual 
features of the Trojan plain, and who maintains that Homer 
created " an ideal stage for his ideal drama." Yet it is 

1 IL xiv. 81. « n, vii. 381, and 421-428. » /7. xxiv. 695. 

* n. viii. 505. » 11 X. 11-18. « //. xxiv. 353, 694. 
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completely satisCaictoiy to the opposite party, as it places the 
Simoeis in the only region where its coarse could lie, according to 
the present state of the plain. The facts of the case are as 
follows. Hera and Athena leave their car at the junction of the 
Skamander and the Simoeis, and hasten on foot to the field of 
battle.^ R Hercher,^ commenting on this passage, says : " It is 
self-evident that the goddesses must leave their car at a place 
where the battle is not yet raging ; this is moreover confirmed 
by the &ct that the two proceed without hindrance to the battle- 
field. But in the Iliad the side of the plain which is free of 
fighting is generally the left Ares, for instance, when removed 
from the battle, sits 'on the battle's left'^ It follows that 
the poet has made the goddesses halt on the left, ie. on the 
north side of the plain." He must therefore have imagined 
the Simoeis as flowing on the north side of the city. We 
shall see further on that on this side a small river still runs, 
which we may consider is the ancient Simoeis. 

In front of the Skaian Gate, close to the great "waggon 
track," rise two springs, one cold and one warm, to which the 
Trojan women and maidens were wont to come for water, '^ and to 
wash bright raiment, in the old times of peaca" * Now, however, 
these self- same springs must witness the catastrophe of all 
the murderous fight; for hard by Hector falls before his un- 
conquerable foe. 

Such are the features gathered from Homer which go to 
make up the picture of the city and its surroundings. With the 
lament over the body of the Trojan hero the Iliad closes. The 
Odyssey gives us only a few hints concerning the destruction of 
Troy. The event was first celebrated by the poets of the follow- 
ing period in the so-called Epic cycle. The cyclic poems them- 
selves are lost ; we only possess prose extracts from them, which 
tell of the stratagem of the wooden horse, the feigned departure 
of the Greeks, the sudden attack, and the burning of the city, 
the slaughter of the heroes, and the leading away of the women 
into captivity. After this comes a long break in tradition. 

It is not till the time of the Persian wars that Uion all at once 
reappears. Hellanikos held it to be identical with the Homeric 
city. His successor Herodotos in his account of the expedition 

* //. V. 774. ' R. Hercher, Vchcr die Uomerische Ehcne von Trcjfaf pp. 61-63. 

' II. V. 355. •* II. xxii. 147. 
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of Xerxes against Greece writes : " When the king reached 
Skamander he went up to the citadel of Priam, having desired 
to see it, and having seen it and learnt by inquiry of all those 
matters severally, he sacrificed a thousand heifers to the Athena 
of nion, and the Magians poured libations in honour of the 
heroes." ^ From this time on we frequently hear of the city. In 
the Peloponnesian war the Spartan admiral Mindaros watched 
from Ilion the sea-fight between Dorieus and the Athenians.^ 
Alexander the Great went up to the citadel as Xerxes had done 
before ; he made sacrifice to Athena and offered libations to the 
heroes ; he also sacrificed to Priam on the altar of Zeus 
Herkeios ; he hung up his armour in the temple of Athena, and 
took away with him in exchange some ancient sacred weapons, 
reputed relics of the Trojan War.* He moreover planned to 
enlarge the city substantially by giving it new walls. This 
project, however, was not carried out till the time of Lysimachos, 
who conquered North-western Asia Minor in 301 B.c. Lysima- 
chos settled the inhabitants of various neighbouring towns in 
Ilion, and surrounded the city with a wall 40 stadia (5 miles) in 
circumference.* 

Thus the ancient name of Ilion had once more a definite 
significance. The inhabitants of Ilion maintained that the city 
of Priam had never been completely destroyed, and looked upon 
their own city as its direct successor. They pointed to the 
identical altar of Zeus Herkeios, on which Priam had been 
slain ; * and the learned traveller Polemon described the very 
stone on which Palamedes had taught the Greeks to play at 
dice.* The Eomans took especial pride in this resurrection of 
Ilion. They regarded themselves as sprung from -^neas, who 
alone escaping from the universal destruction, had migrated to 
Italy, and hence they held Ilion to be the cradle of their race. 
Ennius sang of the enthusiasm with which the Boman armies 
greeted this, the reputed home of their ancestors, when in the 
year 191 B.c. they first trod Asiatic soil. At that time the 
whole of the neighbouring region, and the coast from Tenedos 
to Dardanos, were assigned to the Ilian territory. "^ 

But the fuller and more joyous the confidence, the more 

^ Herodot. vii. 43. Translation, G. C. Macaulay, vol. ii. (p. 148). 

« Xen. Hell. i. 1, 4. » Arrian, 1. 12. 7. * Strabo, xiii. 26. » Arrian, i. 11. 

• Polemon Iliensis. Miiller, Frag. Hist. ii. 124. ' Livy, xxxviii. 39. 
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certainly was it to be embittered by the gall of scepticism. In 
the midst of the rejoicings over the continuance of the old 
races of heroes — while Trojans, Ilians, and Bomans were 
enthusiastically fraternising,^ came the Alexandrian age with its 
whole train of pedantic erudition and assumption of superior 
critical knowledge. SkSpsis was the ominous name of the birth- 
place appointed for the man who was to deny the continuity of 
Ilion, and who consequently was to dispute every connection 
between the Ilians and the Bomans. The ancient Ilion, Demetrios 
explained, could not have existed on the site of the present Ilion 
{i,e. the Hissarlik discovered by Dr. SchKemann), chiefly on two 
grounds. In the first place, the plain stretching from it to the 
sea only came into existence through a later alluvial deposit of 
the Skamander, and would therefore in the days of Homer have 
been far too small to be the scene of the combats described. In 
the second place, the pursuit of Hector by Achilles thrice round 
the walls of the city could not have taken place on the site of 
the New Ilion ; for the New Ilion is not situated on an isolated 
hill, but on the spur of a long mountain ridge, so that at one 
point the runners would have had to climb up a consider- 
able incline. He would rather recognise old Ilion in the 
"village of the Ilians" (l\i€a>p Kdjut}), According to the 
measurements Demetrios gives, this is 30 stadia from New Ilion, 
10 from the hill of Kallikolone, and 5 from the Simoeis. It will 
therefore be found to coincide with the site now called Hanai- 
tepeh, opposite Bunarbashi. No ancient ruins could be discovered 
there, but this did not, he maintained, invalidate his assertion ; 
for the stones would be used for the building of New Ilion, 
and the greater part of them would be carted away to Sigeum. 

At first these difficulties of detail disturbed no one. The 
Bomans continued to make Ilion the centre of their interest 
The destruction of the city by Fimbria during the Mithridatic 
wars ^ was atoned for by Csesar, who rebuilt and richly endowed it 
Caesar, and Augustus after him, contemplated transferring the 
imperial capital to the Hellespont Only Strabo is completely 
under the spell of the adverse criticism of Demetrios, and in our 
own age, so Alexandrian in its temper, it is the testimony of 
Strabo which has rekindled the old controversy. 

The site of the later Ilion has never been disputed. On the 

* Livy, xxxvii. 37. * Appian, i. 864. 
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hill of Hissarlik, even before Dr. Schliemann's excavations, part 
of its Hellenistic fortifications were visible, and on the north 
slope the semicircle of an unmistakable tl^eatre was clearly 
preserved. In addition we have the statement of Skylax, that 
the city was 25 stadia (about 3 miles) distant from the sea, a 
measurement which exactly suits the site of Hissarlik. But 
with regard to the Homeric Troy, two alternatives had to be 
taken into consideration. Either we must accept the universal 
belief of the ancients as to its identity with New Ilion, or doubts 
similar to those which disturbed Demetrios must lead us to seek 
another site for it. Most scholars have accepted this second 
alternative, and have almost unanimously identified the ruins on 
the Balidagh, half an hour above Bunarbashi, with the ancient 
Troy. Dr. Schliemann held to ancient tradition, and excavated 
at New Ilion. His first labours there, in 1871-79, were not 
likely to convert many of his opponents. Great fortification walls 
and gates were laid bare, but what Dr. Schliemann declared to 
be the palace was in reality only an assemblage of petty dwelling- 
houses with small rooms and thin walls, very unlike the picture 
w^e had formed of the Homeric royal palaces. In 1882 it 
became possible to recognise in the second stratum from the 
bottom the strong walls of extensive buildings, which were after- 
wards proved, through the closely analogous structures of Tiryns 
and of Mycenae, to have been the principal chambers of a palace. 
The double question now arises — how came it that even 
the ablest men were so completely misled in this matter ; and 
further, what is the relation between the existing facts and the 
features of the landscape as gathered from the Homeric descrip- 
tions ? The view of the Alexandrian Demetrios that the plain 
between Ilion and the sea is a later alluvial deposit has clearly 
been suggested by a passage in Herodotos, who says that the 
plain was formerly a bay.^ This, however, is a geological state- 
ment made without reference to history. Herodotos was far 
from thinking the plain lay under water in Homeric times, for he 
himself believed in the identity of the old and the new Ilion ; 
otherwise how could he have recounted without a word of criticism 
the visit of Xerxes to Priam's citadel and its new inhabitants ? 
Eecently Professor Virchow has examined the plain geologically, and 
has dug in different places to a depth of several metres, but he 

* Herod, ii. 11. 
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has nowhere found traces of a marine formatioa Every state- 
ment of the Iliad is based on the supposition that the camp of 
the Greeks lay immediately on the coast of the Hellespont; 
accordingly the plain must already have covered about the same 
area at that time. In the second century a.d, Skylax gives 25 
stadia as the distance between Ilion and the sea, a measurement 
which is still quite correct according to the present conditions. 
Therefore, if the plain has not appreciably increased from the 
time of Skylax down to ours, that is in a period of nearly 2000 
years, it can scarcely have come into existence altogether in the 
preceding period of 1000 years. 

The second argument of Demetrios, that Achilles and Hector 
could not have run three times round the site of New Ilion, 
raises the question of how much in Homer is fact, and how much 
is poetic fiction. When Achilles slays whole hosts of Trojans, 
and fills the waters of Skamander with the slain, when Priam is 
represented as having fifty sons and twelve daughters, when the 
Trojan War lasts ten years, and Odysseus employs ten further 
years on his homeward journey, we have the workings of the 
same poetic fancy which enables Samson to slaughter a thousand 
Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, and which places moral 
sentiments . in the mouth of Balaam's ass. It matters little 
whether the running of the heroes would be more difficult 
because they would have to climb up the ridge which joins the 
mound of the citadel to the neighbouring heights. There is no 
more exaggeration in the threefold pursuit than there is in the 
prowess of Diomede, when he easily hurls a stone which two 
other men could scarcely have raised. However, if stress need 
be laid on the question, then we must remember that the last 
excavations prove this ridge to have been originally 39 feet 
lower than it is now. During its continuous occupation the 
plateau of the citadel has not only gained in height, but also in 
breadth. A portion of the old d4bris was cleared away to the 
sides, and so the level of the ridge has gradually risen towards 
the level of the citadel mound. 

If the objections which Demetrios raises against the identifica- 
tion of the old with the new Ilion are thus illusory, his positive 
assertions are easily disposed of ; for the village of the Ilians in the 
Hanai-tepeh fulfils none of the topographical conditions, either in its 
great distance from the sea or in any other particular. Besides, the 
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excavations have shown it to be an insignificant prehistoric settle- 
ment, perhaps merely a homestead. Modem writers who support 
the criticism of Demetrios have as a rule recognised the 
weakness of his positive statements. They have accordingly 
attempted to transfer the xenown of the ancient Troy to 
another site, which, it must be owned, was favoured by remark- 
able coincidences. 

At the end of last century Le Chevalier maintained that he 
had discovered near Bunarbashi a cold and a warm spring, rising- 
exactly as Homer describes them at the foot of the citadel.^ 
The springs in question consist partly of a group of sources 
called by the Turks Kirk gos, i.e. the forty eyes, which are close 
to the village of Bunarbashi ; and, secondly, of a warm spring, not 
far off, which was afterwards visited by Dr. E. D. Clarke ^ and 
others. Although this site by no means answered exactly to the 
Homeric description, yet it was argued that since no spring was 
known near Hissarlik, Homer, when he furnished Troy with the 
falnous springs, must have had in his mind the singular natural 
phenomenon at Bunarbashi. In favour of these springs, the 
weighty reasons s^ainst identifying the Balidagh fortress with 
the Homeric Hion were overlooked. It is best to state at once 
that in 1882 Dr. SchUemann discovered the much-disputed site 
of the springs and washing-troughs in a very ancient rock channel 
at the foot of Hissarlik, near to the gate which may fairly be 
identified with the Skaian. Existing traces show that there must 
have been basins at the outlet of this channel as late as Eoman 
times. But even before this final proof, the broad characteristics 
of the Homeric landscape, which absolutely contradict the notion 
of a Troy situated near Bunarbashi, should not Jiave been made 
secondary to the minor question of the springs. 

The fortress on the Balidagh is not in any sense " built upon 
the plain," Uke the Troy of Homer. Its hill is almost 500 
feet high, and is prolonged into the plain by groups of 
hillocks which the traveller must laboriously climb, only to find 
himself far back among the mountains. On such a spot the 
battle could never have been described as surging continuously 
from the plain up to the city walls. Moreover, the springs of 

^ J, B. Le Chevalier, Voyage de la Troade (Paris 1802), ch. iv. p. 191 seq. 
* E. D. Clarke, Travels in various countries of Europe^ Asia^ and Africa (4th 
ed., London 1817), p. 141. 
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Bunarbashi are haK an hour distant at the foot of the hill spurs, 
and cannot be seen from the citadel. 

In 1835 Moltke wrote concerning his visit to the Balidagh: 
" Scholars are not altogether agreed about the exact site of Troy, 
but we, who are no scholars, are simply guided by our military 
instinct to the spot where in olden times, as well as now, men 
would have built, when their object was to found an inaccessible 
fortress." This point of view has misled many people. For the 
low mound of Hissarlik is apparently utterly unsuited for an 
"inaccessible fortress," rising as it does only to a height of 50 
to 65 feet. But the Homeric Troy was above all things a 
maritime city, a characteristic which comes out clearly in the story 
of the rape of Helen. To its highly favoured situation on the 
straits between two seas the city owed the power and the wealth 
sung of in the Homeric poems. It resembles almost all the other 
cities proved by recent excavations to belong to the same wealthy 
civilisation. Tiryns, Orchomenos, Athens, are only so far removed 
from the sea as was necessary to avoid the immediate dangers of 
piracy, and in each case the inhabitants preferred to settle on a 
low hill and to surround it with high walls, rather than seek in 
the mountains the natural protection of i*ocks and precipices. 
Besides, the incidents of the Iliad referred to above imply a much 
shorter distance from Troy to the sea than is the case at Bunar- 
bashi. And last, since the fastness falls •away precipitously on 
three sides, the pursuit of Hector by Achilles, which is after all 
conceivable at Hissarlik, becomes here altogether impossible. 

With regard to the actual ruins on the Balidagh, they are 
simply the remains of a small circuit wall. In one place indeed, 
the south-east corner, the masonry, as in the prehistoric circuit 
wall at Hissarlik, consists of a scarp of small stones ; but the 
remainder belongs at the earliest to the fourth or fifth century 
B.C. The surface of the rock within the walls is covered with a 
very thin layer of cUhris, which proves it to have been inhabited 
only during a short time ; and, in spite of the various excavations 
carried on by Hahn in 1864, and later by Dr. Schliemann, no 
traces of a prehistoric settlement have been discovered in this 
Mris. We probably have here one of those small fortresses for- 
saken at an early period, such as are found scattered everywhere 
about the Troad. The existence of such a fortress precisely on 
this spot is easy to account for. The Skamander flows here from 
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the mountains into the plain, and, since the ruins of a second small 
fortress are visible just opposite, on the other side of the river, it 
is plain that the two formed the Icey of the Skamander gorge. 

We may therefore consider the Bunai^iashi theory as finally 
disposed of, and accept with the greater readiness and confidence 
the tidings of the real Troy that come from Hissarlik. Here for 
the first time we shall obtain a standard by which to examine 
the legendary and poetical picture of Troy ; and at least in this 
instance we shall be able to discover how closely the oldest poetry 
of the Greeks adhered to reality. 

The distance from Hissarlik to the west coast is 3^ miles, 
to the Hellespont 3^ mUes, It is therefore so short that the 
occasional advance of the battle from the ships right up to the 
city walls, the swift return of the heralds before sunrise, and 
Priam's night journey, receive a full and obvious explanation. 
Eight in the midst, between the city and the west coast, flows 
the Skamander, now called Mender^. Even in the hot months 
it usually has a stream 2 feet deep and 20 broad, and it only 
dries up in years of extraordinary drought, when its bed becomes 
a series of isolated puddles. But in the spring, when sudden rains 
fall and the snow melts on Ida, the river becomes a roaring torrent, 
and rolls down masses of rock and trunks of trees, often flooding 
the whole plain. Some such occurrence gave rise, no doubt, to the 
Homeric description of the fight of Achilles with the river. 

At the northern base of the citadel flows a smaller stream, the 
Dumbrek-su, which joins the Skamander where it falls into the 
sea, and forms a delta with its many mouths. In it we may 
recognise the Simoeis, a river occasionally mentioned in the Iliad, 

The station of the Greek ships was on the Hellespont, as several 
passages in the Biad prove. It was only natural that the poet 
should place it here at the mouth of the Skamander, from which 
point the road ran according to the course of the river, while at the 
same time it formed the most direct way to Troy. The ships 
lay there thickly packed together, " and filled up the wide mouth 
of all the shore that the headlands held between them.'* The two 
" headlands " can only be Cape Sigeum and Cape Ehoeteum ; 
Strabo, in the first century B.C., was of this opinioil. Although 
it is the firm opinion of geologists that the plain of the Skamander 
cannot have been very different at the time of the Trojan War from 
what it is now, yet the river must have thrust its mouth some- 
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what farther into the Hellespont, so that 3000 years ago there 
was a bay where now there is a sandy promontory. 

At present the Skamander discharges itself close under Cape 
Sigeum, i.e. to the west of the bay inclosed by the two promon- 
tories. * If this fact holds good for antiquity also, then the ships 
which crowded the bay must have lain east of the river, on the 
same side as Troy, and thus one of the chief conditions of the 
Homeric battle-field would be violated. But this difficulty also 
has now disappeared. Professor Rudolph Virchow has shown that 
the Kalifatli-Asmak, which flows nearer to Hissarlik than the 
present Skamander, represents the former course of this river. 
The bed of the Asmak is so broad and deep that it can only be 
filled by a considerable and powerful current of water ; and 
it is formed of a syenitic sand which is brought down by the 
Skamander only, partly direct from a particular spot in the 
mountain range (near Ewjiler), partly from its upper tributaries, 
which rise on the north-east of the Chigridagh. Farther to 
the north it is continued by the Intepe- Asmak, which has the 
same peculiarities, and which may therefore be considered the 
ancient mouth of the Skamander. 

It must be admitted, however, that this does not prove the 
Skamander to have flowed along that bed precisely at the time of 
the Trojan War. But the site of the city on Hissarlik, like that 
of countless ancient cities, was evidently planned to be at the 
confluence of two rivers in order to receive protection from their 
streams. For this reason alone it is probable that when Troy 
was founded the Skamander flowed close under the city walls, 
and that during the period of its prosperity great care was taken 
that the river should not deviate from this courae. Accordingly, 
if the Homeric Skamander flowed along the bed of the Kalifatli- 
Asmak and was discharged through the mouth of the Intepe- 
Asmak, then the Greeks can only have been encamped on the west 
side, and must have crossed the river in order to reach the city. 
The Simoeis, which nowadays is really an independent stream, 
would then have united with the Skamander close under Troy ; 
and the confluence of the two rivers, where Hera and Athena 
leave their chariots, is therefore not an invention of the poet. 

So, too, the most recent excavations afibrd an equally satis- 
factory explanation of the much -disputed dpaxr/xo^ 'jrehloio or 
"swelling of the plain," whence the Trojans, when they have 
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pressed exceptionally far, begin a fresh onset; here also they 
once bivouack, in order to remain nearer to the Greeks, and 
to prevent their launching their ships and departing during 
the night. This " swelling," which clearly must have lain in the 
middle of the plain between Troy and Cape Ehoeteum, had for 
all that been looked for in vain. Dr. Schliemann, when excavat- 
ing in 1882, used frequently to ride down to bathe in the sea on 
a white horse. His fellow- workers on the citadel observed that 
the white horse, which could be seen at a great distance, regularly 
disappeared at a particular spot in the plain ; it was apparently 
hidden from sight by the ground just behind, and reappeared 
again as it approached the seashore. Dr. Schliemann has not 
recorded this observation in his book, but has kindly communi- 
cated it by word of mouth ; yet the little anecdote proves more 
vividly than any measurements the presence of a *' swelling " of the 
ground. If we, moreover, consider that in the last 3000 years 
the Skamander must have considerably raised the level of the 
plain (Dr. Schliemann and Professor Virchow compute the average 
increase to be about 10 feet, Dr. Dorpfeld 3 feet 3 inches), and 
that the " swelling " must therefore have been far more prominent 
in early times, the question of the Homeric Optoafio^ is satis- 
factorily set at rest. 

The last important point in the Homeric topography is the 
site of the cold and warm springs where the Trojan women came 
for water and washed their raiment. Only 300 paces from 
the southern base of the citadel Dr. Schliemann has discovered 
a channel cut in the soft limestone rock. It is 5 feet 6 inches in 
height, and 10 feet broad. It pierces the rising hill in a straight 
line for a distance of 60 feet; about mid- way there is a round 
hole at the top, to admit of light and air, and at the end the 
channel divides into three branches, of which the most northern 
preserves the breadth of the single channel, while the other two 
are so narrow that a man can only just get into them. When 
these three branches were cleared out for a distance of some 33 
feet more, a spring of good drinking water was found at the end of 
each. On the floor of the channel was discovered a water conduit 
extending from the broad north branch to where the channel 
ends in the open air. This conduit is formed, just like the 
Cyclopean conduits of Tiryns and Mycenae, of unhewn stones, 
apparently put together without any binding material But the 
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atones must have been originally bonded with clay mortat like 
the blocks of the walls of Tirj-ns ; these were once believed to 
have been loosely piled one upon the other, but Dr. Dorpfeld has 
shown that they lay in a bedding of clay. In Roman times an 
earthenware pipe leading to some partially preserved washing- 
troughs was laid above the conduit. 

This whole disposition of the site corresponds exactly to the 
one presupposed in the Uiad. Tlie excavations resulted in the 



discovery of no less than three gates on Hissarlik, all approxi- 
mately turned towards the south. ^Vhichever of these may be the 
Skaian Gate, or even if, as Dr. Dorpfeld and Dr. Schliemann main- 
tain, this gate is still unfound and must be sought in the lower 
city to the south-west of those three, the springs will at any rate 
be in its immediate vicinity, and the great road must have passed 
quite close to them. But where is the warm spring sung of by 
Homer? Unfortunately excavations have been discontinued in 
the neighbourhood of the shaft, so that it might possibly still be 
found there. Strabo, however, as early as the first century b.c., 
did not see this spring. Perhaps it dried up at an early date, 
or perhaps, when its outlet was iilled up, it forced itself into 
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another channel which has not yet been discovered. Perhaps 
also — and this seems the more probable — ^its supposed existence 
at this spot is after all due to a confusion. The actual springs 
of the Skamander, which are situated in the range of Ida, at the 
foot of the peak of Gargaros, have exactly the peculiarities which 
Homer describes. E. D. Clarke^ discovered them in 1801, and 
Barker Webb^ visited them in 1819. Dr. Schliemann and 
Professor Virchow tested and confirmed their assertions in 1879. 
The springs flow from two rocky cavities a few minutes distant 
from one another, and immediately unite to form the brook of 
the Skamander. At an air temperature of 57° Fahrenheit 
one spring showed 47° Fahrenheit, the other 60° Fahrenheit 
(Virchow). It is therefore easy to suppose that the springs at 
the foot of the southern slope of the Trojan citadel, which are 
called the " springs of the Skamander," to distinguish them from 
the streamlets on the north side which flow towards the Simoeis, 
were adorned in later poetry with the properties of the real 
springs of the Skamander. However that may be, we can at any 
rate recognise in the ancient site rediscovered by Dr. Schliemann 
an important and tangible basis for the Homeric description. 

After this we may feel certain that other peculiar features, 
such as the several burial-mounds which are mentioned, could have 
been pointed to in the Trojan plain in the days of the Homeric 
singer. But we cannot be required to point out every individual 
barrow at the present day. The description is often too vague, 
or has become vague through the fate of the poems ; often also 
the site has been completely destroyed. For instance, the tomb 
of Aisyetes, from which the bold Trojan spies observe the camp 
of the Greeks,^ cannot be distinguished from the many tumuli in 
the neighbourhood of the sea; the mound of Ilos,* which must 
have been close to the ford of the Skamander, must long ago have 
been washed away by the rapid winter floods. 

If we group together all these several features, the picture we 
finally obtain agrees far more closely with the Homeric landscape 
than the most zealous advocates of the Troy-Hissarlik theory dared 
at first to assume, for the material to their hand has been enriched 

^ Travels in various -countries of Europe, Asia, and Africa, p. 160. Clarke's 
measurements were 34° Fahrenheit and 69° Fahrenheit. 

' P. Barker Webb, Topographic de la Troade, p. 46. His measurements were 
43'' Fahrenheit and 70" Fahrenheit. 

» /7. ii. 791-794. * 11. xxiv. 349-351. 
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by many a convincing detaH The Skamander and Simoeis flow 
tinder the walls of the town, and the first separates the town from 
the Greek camp. In the middle of the plain is the " swelling " 
on which the Trojans stood so alarmingly near to the Achseans ; 
close in front of the city gate are the springs where war made 
havoc of the idyllic scenes of peace. Thus much all must own, 
the story received its fixed outlines from singers who lived in the 
Trqjan country, and were familiar with its every aspect of cloud 
and wind, with the sea and the mountains and the islands, and 
with every minute topographical circumstance of the royal capital. 
We know now that the Epic poems have not come down to us 
in their original form, but that they were welded together into 
larger wholes by later singers, and finally worked up into the Iliad 
as we have it now. But in the work of compilation the original 
homelike picture has been preserved, and even the late patchwork, 
which is clearly recognisable and which binds together the original 
independent portions, scarcely disturbs this unity of impression. 
The Eiad is as yet far removed from the fantastic transformations 
of reality indulged in by the poet of the Odyssey, where dangerous 
rocks become Scyllas with ravenous jaws, and whirlpools monsters 
which suck in and vomit back their prey. So too Thrinakia, or 
the " pitchfork-land," which is in reality the Peloponnesus, the home 
of Circe, ever recedes into further distance, till it is placed on the 
farthest confines of the known world, and is lost in a magic mist. 
In the Odyssey we have the first free workings of that individual 
fancy which was to suggest to the lyric and dramatic poets trans- 
formations of legendary matter as audacious as those which our 
own age has seen emanating from the bold brain of Eichard 
Wagner. The beauty of the Hiad is of a tale told simply, yet 
with a close reality, faithful always — like the flowery turf — to the 
outline of the soil from which it sprang. The Odyssey shoots up 
more boldly from its native earth, delighting in the luxuriance of 
tangled bough and thicket, while lyric poetry and the drama are 
stately trees, so high and splendid, that as we look up we wonder 
a clod of common earth could foster a beauty so majestic. 

2. Geiural Survey of the Eoccavatiotis at Hissarlik 

Hissarlik is not, as is often supposed, the name of the modern 
village nearest to the ancient Troy, but that of the actual site of 
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the ruins. The word means "citadel," and ia very often used 
by the Turks to indicate the site of ancient cities, 

Thp higher eastern range of mountains is continued into the 
delta formed by the Mender^ and the Dumbrek-au (Skaoiander 
and Simoeis) by a chain of hills of about the same height. Shortly 



before they end a slight depression occurs, and the piece thus cut 
off is the mound of Hissarlik. 

The plateau of the citadel is shaped like an oval stretching 
from east to west. The building of the successive cities kept 
adding to the height and breadth of this plateau, for the new 
settlers always built their houses on the dibris left by their pre- 
decessors, part of which lay where it fell, while part had been 
swept away to the sides. 

Thus we find that the oldest city which has come to light in 
the excavations at Hissarlik is only 115 feet above the sea, and 
ISO feet broad, while the citadel of the second, the Homeric 
city, lies several feet higher, and its walls inclose a space 320 
feet wide. The full height of the bill at the beginnmg of the 
excavations was 162 feet. In a similar manner the depresstoQ 
which separated the Acropolis from the adjoining ridge became 
as insignificant as it now appears through the gradual enlargement 
of the ancient city. The researclies of the year 1882 have shown 
that its original level was from 33 feet to 39 feet lower than 
the present level, and that its increased height is due to successive 
layers of ddbris coming from the city. 

The first years of the excavations had laid bare an inextric- 
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able labyrinth of walls on the Acropolis. Dr. Schliemann, 
judging from their construction and from the pottery he found, 
tried to distinguish seven periods, but he did not succeed in show- 
ing in its entirety any one of the seven strata, each of which was 
supposed to represent a city. This would have necessitated the 
carrying away, or rather the destruction, of one stratum after the 
other ; and we must feel grateful to Dr. Schliemann for not having 
adopted such radical means, for the remote period of antiquity 
here disclosed was so new to investigators that they might very 
likely have failed to distinguish the essential from the worthless, 
and the palace of Priam might have been irretrievably swept, 
down the hill. The building which Dr. Schliemann with wise 
reserve called at the time " the city chieftain's house " is no larger 
than the ante-chamber of the real palace, which was after wai'ds 
discovered; its divisions form rooms of the most modest size, 
and the thin walls are built in the simplest manner of quarr}- 
stones and clay-mortar. 

The German excavations at Olympia, which followed close on 
the first Trojan excavations, were the first to give some insight 
into the oldest method of building on Greek soil. The Hermes 
of Praxiteles was found imbedded in a thick layer of clay in the 
Heraion, the oldest temple of the festal precinct. At first it was 
thought that this mass of clay had been washed down from the 
neighbouring hill of Kronos, but it soon became apparent that 
it was formed by the disintegration of the cella walls, which 
had consisted of large clay bricks. The stone substructure of 
the walls ceases at the height of 3 feet 3 inches, and these clay 
bricks were employed for the superstructure. The door-posts and 
entablature were of wood, the columns of the peristyle of the 
cella had also originally been of wood,^ but as restorations became 
necessary they were replaced one by one by stone columns. This 
interesting discovery is due, like so much else in Greek archjBology, 
to the keen insight of Dr. Dorpfeld. It was a happy inspiration 
that led Dr. Schliemann to associate Dr. Dorpfeld with himself 
when excavations were resumed at Troy in 1882. Now light 
was also thrown on the citadel of Priam. Among the large and 
small walls of the different epochs were found important traces 
of a homogeneous period of clay-brick construction. With the 
exception of the late Graeco-Eoman buildings, the most stately 

1 Cf. Paus. V. 16, 1. 
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Structures on the Acropolis consisted of this material, and all lay 
in one and the same stratum, i,e, the second from the bottom. 
It was further proved that the stone scarp of the huge fortifi- 
cation walls was only a substructure ; upon it rose a wall also 
built of clay bricks, which, however, w£is here much stronger. It 
now became possible confidently to sweep away the later hovels, 
and to restore more and more clearly the picture of Troy in its 
prime. This picture is the culminating poiut of our interest in 
Troy, and will therefore take the chief place in the following 
description. 

Among the seven superimposed cities of Dr. Schliemann the 
first and the second can be clearly separated. The first lies on 
the virgin rock. On its ruins a new level was formed, whose 
altitude above the old level varies from 11^ to 20 feet, according 
to the undulations of the latter. On it are the buildings belonging 
to the second settlement, the golden era of the citadel ; and these 
are constructed, as already mentioned, with clay bricks. 

This golden era seems to have been of long duration. In 
the city walls and gates, and also in the buildings in the interior 
of the citadel belonging to this period, repeated alterations 
have been made, which were carried out without affecting the 
city level The city finally came to an end in a great conflagi*a- 
tioiL Dr. Schliemann at first assigned the great mass of burnt 
debris which bore witness to the catastrophe to the third 
settlement, and accordingly in his book Hios he describes it as 
" the burnt," i.e. the Homeric city. But the later excavations 
proved that the debris, since it consisted entirely of clay bricks, 
must belong to the second city. As the foundations of the third 
settlement often reached to nearly the level of the second, the 
previous error was very natural. 

The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth settlements of Dr. Schliemann 
can be clearly distinguished from the preceding second city, and 
from the subsequent " seventh " city, i.e. the Grseco-Roman Ilion ; 
but the four together form a mass which can scarcely be divided 
into separate layers. It consists merely of mean dwelling-houses, 
constructed of quarry -stones and clay, and from the diflerent 
heights at which they lie above the level of the second city, no 
safe conclusion whatever can be drawn as to the space of time 
which divides them from it. Dr. Schliemann himself says that 
' the third settlers did not take the trouble to make a new level. 
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but let the dSbris of the second city lie as they found it ; one 
erected his house on the high heap of ruins formed by the fall of 
the palace, while another built on the comparatively empty space 
in front of it, where the fifth or sixth rebuilding would only 
approximately reach the height which the former set of buildings 
attained from the first. Moreover, as neither the masonry of the 
houses nor the find of utensils or pottery enables us to group into 
periods the settlements M'hich followed on the second occupation, 
we shall have to regard the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth cities as 
representing one continuous village settlement, which began soon 
after the destruction of the second city and possibly spread over 
several centuries. It never seems to have risen beyond the con- 
dition of a mere village, and only now and again shows a new 
element 

The citadel offers a different aspect only in its last stratum, 
during the period of its resurrection in Hellenistic and Boman 
times. This epoch is characterised by a new strong circuit wall, 
and by the solid ashlar masonry of its big public buildings. 

•Thus all the buildings preserved on the citadel, and the 
separate finds made at the time of their discovery, may be divided 
into the following periods : first the oldest city, then the second 
city — the Homeric Troy, — next, the village settlements which 
represent an impoverished continuation of the second city, and 
finally the Graeco-Eoman Ilion. 

3. The Oldest City 

The remains of the first city are only known to us through 
the big north trench which Dr. Schliemann had already made across 
the city in 1872-73. In all other places the ground of the 
second city has not been broken through, so that this most im- 
portant layer may be left undisturbed. The trench, which is 
about 50 feet broad, disclosed a row of walls approximately 
parallel, the most northern and southern of which are clearly 
characterised as fortification walls by their greater solidity and 
their scarped exterior. They are about 8 feet thick ; their core is 
of rough limestone revetted with somewhat bigger stones of the 
same material. The distance between the two, i.e, the breadth of 
the citadel, is only 150 feet. At a distance of 26 feet within 
the southern line of wall lies a second similar fortification wall, 
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evidently the remains of an older and narrower circuit. In the 
intervening space we see several house walls from 2 to 3 feet 
thick ; they are constructed of small stones bonded with clay, 
and in some places they still preserve the old coating of clay. 
^N'either baked nor unbaked bricks are found in this settlement. 
Its level has an inclination of 6 feet 6 inches from south to north. 

Although the utensils of the first settlement often correspond 
entirely in kind and in shape to those of the second, yet the 
following characteristics are peculiar to the first. Metal is still 
very rare ; the axes, knives, saws are uniformly of stone. Among 
the vases those of black baked clay preponderate, and instead of 
the regular handles, most of them have perforated projections 
through which a string was passed to hold or hang the vase by. 
The vases in the shape of a human face, so common in the second 
and third settlements, are not found here. The potter's wheel is 
already known, but it is more rarely employed than by the sub- 
sequent inhabitants. 

A few examples will serve to illustrate these main points 
more closely. No 
metal objects were 
found in the first city, 
except a few bronze 

, .« T_i J /. xi 3.— BRONZE KJflFB-BLADB (size 1:2). 

knife - blades of the 

shape shown in Fig. 3, a thick ring, and several dozen pins, from 
4 to 4^ inches long, some of which have a round head, others a head 
in the form of a spiral (Figs. 4, 5, 6). These may be spindles or hair- 
pins, probably the former when the head is pierced with a hole. 
They can hardly be brooches, for fihulce or " safety-pins," to use a 
modem expression, and all pins evidently used for purposes of 

dress, are unknown in the 
oldest settlements on classical 
soil. The pins of the Mycenae 
graves are very similar to the 
Trojan ones, but their size and 
thickness, and the rich, some- 
times even figured decorations 

4. 5, 6. -BRONZE HAIR-PINS (size 1 : 3). ^f ^i^^ij, i^^g^jg^ p^Q^^ without 

a doubt that they were intended as ornaments for the hair. We 
must evidently suppose that the oldest inhabitants of all these 
cities wore sewn gannents, of the kind afterwards considered as 
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peculiarly Asiatic ; a style of dress for which pios would naturally 

not be needed. 

The stone iinplemente are, as is usually the case in the oldest 
periods, chiefly of 
jade, greenstone, 
and serpCDtine, 
some also of hem- 
atite and por- 
phyry. The two 
axes in Figs. 7 
and 8 are of the 
last named ma- 
terial. In the 
excavations of the 
year 1882 eight 
stone axes or 
chisels (cells), five 
of which were of 
greenstone and 
three of jade. 

were found in tlie dibria of the first city. According to Mr. 

Calvert, greenstone is frequently found in the interior of the 

Troad, in the valley of tlie Eliodios. In Troy only smaller tools, 

to be regarded as chisels or celts rather than 

axes, are made of jade. It is the toughest of 

all stones. With the exception of New Zealand 

and of South America, which cannot be taken 

into account as supplying materials for an- 
tiquity, jade has hitherto only been found in 

Centml Asia, and in small quantities in Silesia.. 

Switzerland, and Styria. Up to this time we only 

knew of implements of green jade. Dr. Schlie- 

mann found the first chisel of wliite jade 6^ feet 

beneath the topmo.'it level of the liill of Hissarlik, 

i.e. in the third stratum. Yellowish, greyish, and 

greenish white jade appears to be common in 

Tarkestan,butthepure white is only to be found 0— celt of GraKii jade 

in China. Thus tlie material of the implements 

discovered affords us interesting hints of a trade route leading to 

Central Asia existing as early as the oldest period of the city. 



Ui (about half tlie uaturol si 
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Figs. 10-13 are stone knives from the oldest strata of the 

city. Tliose which are toothed only on one side, like Figs. 1 2 and 

13, had their 

smooth side fixed 

into a handle of 

wood or bone, and 

cemented with 

pitch, remains of 

which are still to 

be seen in some 

instances. Since 

the edge of the 

blade can never 

be so sharp in '"■ "■ . ^'-- 13- 

stone as in metal, 

these ancient knives have teeth like a saw to facilitate the cutting. 
Almost all the pottery of tlie first city is of a lustrous black ; 

a very few fragments of red, brown, and yellow ware have also 

been found. The vase in Fig. 14 is one of the best preserved ; 

it was probably used for cooking. It is of a dull black colour, 
and has on each side 
those projections 
pierced by two long, 
vertical, tubular holes 
which are character- 
istic of the vessels of 
the first period. It is 
not yet quite clear how 
the black colour was 
obtained. Professor 
Virchow imagined that 
the vessels were merely 
exposed in closed 
chambers to a fire of 
smoke, the soot of 

which completely permeated the clay. But Dr. Hostmann of 

Celle, an expert in these matters, maintains that the smooth black 

coating could never be produced by a smoke fire. He supposes 

that the vessels were soaked iu a thin coating of liquid pine resin, 

to which a little oil may have been added, and that after cooling 
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they were -exposed in such a way to the action of fire that Che 

resinous layer became carbonised. 

The vertical holes in place of a handle, so common in the 

Hissarlik potterj-, are elsewhere very rare. Even in the mounds 

of the plain of 
the Skamander 
they are not 
found. The 
British Museum 
possesses three 
such vases from 
Nimroud and 
one from Baby- 
Ion. Cyprus, 
Eleusis, France, 

15.-BLACK EARTHENWARE D.SH (,i» ..bOUt 1 : 4). HUHgarV.MeCk- 

lenburg, and tlie Emilia have likewise each yielded one specimen. 
The horizontal tubular piercing, on the other hand, as shown 
in the cup Fig. 16 (a shape which occurs in twenty-five other 
instances), is much more common, and is fully illustrated by the 
specimens at the Museum of Schwerin. This shape is also found 
in the Hanai-tepeh, about three miles to the east of Hissarlik. 



Vases with handles of the usual shape are rare 
city; Fig. 16 shows the only perfectly preserved 
handle. It is further remarkable for its thin clay si 



the first 
g with a 
ia, ^ inch 



thick, of which only ^^j inch is baked. It is one of the lightest 
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earthenwai'e vasea found in tlie older settlements of Troy, It 
heis been made on the potter's wheel, another proof of its 
advanced workmanship. 

The peculiar black cup of Fig. 1 7, with & high hollow foot, 
has only one handle, carried across from one rim to the other. 
The clay is thick and only slightly baked. Many fragments of 
thi^ shape have been found in the first settlement ; it seems to have 
been the usual one for cups. It disappears in the following strata. 
As a rule, ornamentation is only found on the interior of the 
Clips. It is quite 
simple, and uni- 
formly reproduces 
the patterns given 
iu Figs. 18-21. 
These . are com- 
posed of zigzag 
lines, or of straight 

strokes and points. '^' '*■ 

Tlie lines are 
scratched into the 
clay, and then 
filled in with white 
chalk, so that they 
detach themselves 
charmingly on the *"■ 

black ground. Occasionally the potter has made a clumsy 
attempt at representing the human face, as, for example, iu 
the fragment Fig. 22. The 
eyes are perfectly round, 
but the pupil is marked ; 
the nose is suggested by a 
simple stroke, the mouth 
does not appear. In 
another fragment, Fig. 2;i, 
I the shape of the eyes comes 

nearer to nature, and the 
22.— Fiuo¥RST TBim THE LIP OF A CUP cvebrows liavo not been 
forgotten. This last frag- 
ment so clearly shows the effort towards using the human face 
as an ornament, that it is useless to argue, from tlie faulty 
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representation of the nose and the total absence of the mouth 
in the first example, that it was intended for an owl-face. 

Spinning- whorls have been found in great quantities, both 
in the first and in the second stratum. They resemble the 



whorls common to every classical period and site. Their use was 
to weight the wooden spindle fastened to the end of the yarn, 
and thus to facilitate twisting the latter into thread. Fig. 24 
shows a woman spinning, with the distaff usual in antiquity ; 
the yarn is drawn from the distaff; when it is so long that the 




spindle witli its whorl nearly touches the ground, the thread is 
wound round the spindle, made fast in a notch, and the process 
begins anew.' The Trojan whorls are decorated with the same 
simple patterns as the cups, and the incisions are always filled in 
with chalk. Figs. 25-27 show some of the most common 
shapes, 

' Cf. Citulliw, Ikv. 312-315. 
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4. The Buildings of the second City, the Homeric Troy 

The layer of dihris of the first city is about 8 feet deep. It 
is succeeded by a layer of earth of an average depth of 1 
foot 9 inches, which proves that the site had been left- deserted 
and not built upon for a long time. On the top of this layer of 
soil came the great layer of dihris, by means of which the new 
settlers levelled and enlarged the plateau. The increase in 
elevation thus produced is only 1 foot 8 inches on the south side, 
but on the north side it reaches up to 10 feet, so that tlie ground 
level of the second city lies from 11 to 20 feet above the level 
of the first city. This solid layer of earth and dihris explains 
the foundations sunk to a depth of 8 feet which the new settlers 
laid for the greater security of their buildings. 

The most imposing erection of the new period is the great 
citadel wall, which is in good preservation, especially on the south 
side. The northern line of wall fell a sacrifice to the excavations 
carried on in the seventies, when the important and the unimport- 
ant were not as yet distinguished. Along the preserved portion 
the line of wall is double. Both lines are precisely similar in 
construction, but as the outer line blocks up the entrance of the 
great gate NF, which belongs to the inner line, and makes it 
useless, it must be the later of the two. This is confirmed by 
the fact that while the upper structure of the outer wall still rises 
in places to a height of 6 feet 6 inches, the inner wall is nowhere 
preserved above the ground level of the city. It was probably 
purposely levelled to facilitate an enlargement of the city. 

The intervening space is filled up, not with debris but with 
earth, so that the first wall cannot have fallen down and been 
lying a long time in ruins when the second one was built, but the 
two merely marked two stages in a continuous development. On 
this is based the assumption of two epochs for the second city, 
representing a long period of prosperity, which manifested itself 
in great building activity, and which could only have fallen to 
the lot of the city once in that remote time. 

The circuit walls consist of a stone substructure scarped on 
the outside at an angle of 45°, with a vertical face to the in- 
side. The top surface is 13 feet wide, and keeps an uniform 
level, while the depth varies according to the exigencies of the 
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soil. Iq the eaat it is only 3 to 5 feet, everywhere else more ; 
the core of the wall consists of small quarry-stones bonded with 
clay ; the outer scarp is revetted with big stones as much as 1 8 
inches long, by 10 inches high (see Fig. 28). 

On this substructure was erected a vertical wall of clay 
bricks, H feet to 13 feet in thickness. On the eastern portion 
of the outer course tliis wall is still standing to a height of about 
8 feet Judging from its thickness, its original height must ha\e 
been at least 1 3 feet. Absolutely no vestige of this clay-brick 
wall can be made out on the older inner course ; but it must have 
existed here also, for the big scarped wall alone, with its low 
inclination and broad joints between the stones, would have been 
easy to climb over. The bricks of which the upper wall is built 
are 3j inches high, and their superficies is about 9 inches by 
18 inches; they are sun-dried, and they not only contain a 
quantity of straw, purposely inti-oduced, but also many small 
potsherds and shells, a proof that the clay was not subjected to 
any levigatiou, but was employed for the fabrication of the bricks 
just as it was found. A iiner, lighter coloured clay, mixed like- 
wise with straw or hay, has been used as cement, and has been 
put on from ^ inch to § inch deep in the horizontal as well as in 
the vertical joints. 

In order to insure the solidity of the wall, several strong 

beams, measuring 1 foot square, were laid along it. The 

only traces left of these are tlie holes in which they were fixed ; 

accordingly. Dr. Dorpfeld 

thought at first that these 

holes wer^ channels through 

which the heat of a fire lit on 

the outside was . conducted, 

i with the object of baking the 

bricks after the wall had been 

built. Indeed there are un- 

afl.— SECTION OF THE ToHKn iiM OX THE niistakable traces of a fire 

coming from the channels ; the 

ring of bricks immetUately round the channels is quite permeated 

by the heat, and has a light colour; then comes a black ring 

which has received its colour from tlie smoke, farther on the 

bricks are dark red, and still farther the red gets fainter and 

fainter. But to bake a colossal wall in this way would, to say the 
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least, strike oce as strange. Moreover, when the brick buUdinga 
of Tiryns and Mycense were discloseil, it became apparent that 
bricks were employed unbaked, and that when the reverse appears 
to be the case, the baking is due to the great conflagration by 
wliich each of these cities was in turn destroyed. Thus, Dr. 
Dorpfeld now ex- 
plains the condition 
of the Trojan walls 
as caused at the time 
of the destruction 
of the city, by the 
burningof the beams 
imbedded among 
the bricks. 

Both sides of the 
wall have a clay coat- 
ing ■o'j inch thick. 

The course of 
the circuit walls re- 
sembles an almost 
equilateral polygon. 
The sides are some- 
thing above 165 
feet long, and the 
angles are regularly 
fortified with bas- 
tions which project 
some 6 feet 6 inches. 
Owing to the scanti- 
ness of the remains, 
the construction of 
these towers cannot 30.— oround-plas of the si.utkbbn o.ite nk 

. (ai^ftle 1 : 500). 

now be determmed. 

The greater number of them were probably square. 

Of the gates situated on the south side, the central one is the 
oldest. Its ground-plan Is that of a colossal tower 130 feet 
long, by 59 feet broad, and projecting 59 feet beyond the 
citadel wail. Through it the road to the citadel passes, and as 
the projecting part of the tower reached t« the foot of the 
Acropolis hiE, the road was protected the whole way from there 
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to the interior of the citadel. This i-oad through the gate is 
11 feet 6 inches broad, and has a, gradual ascent of 13 feet. 
Its lateral walls at the lower end are thus extremely higli, 
and are composed of larger stones than the walls higher up. 
But even so, this construction cemented merely with clay could 
scarcely have been safe if strong wooden posts had not been 
fixed against the walls at intervals of 6 feet 6 inches to 8 feet. 
From the marks left in the wall, they were 8 inches thick, 
and were sunk into the ground to a depth of 20 inches. Con- 
siderable remains of these posts have been found in a carbonised 
condition. The walls themselves were covered with a coating of 
clay, still preserved in parts. In the northern portion (i on the 
plan) the right wall seems in spite of all to have fallen down, or 
to have been near falling down, for it has received a facing, the 
posts of which stand at intervals of 2 feet, the intervening spaces 
being filled up with quarry-stones. This facing is also coated 
with clay. 

Still farther to the north, where it is no longer supported by 
posts, the wall is scarped. Finally, inside the citadel the road 
bends to the right. At this spot a ramp to the left leads up 
to the palace ; the direction of the road to the right cannot be 
clearly made out, as an important building belonging to the later 
period of the second city (C on the plan) covers it just here 
and prevented any deep excavation. It is likewise difficult to 
determine accurately the exact disposition of the actual entrance 
of the gateway at its southern end. Judging from the sudden 
narrowing and broadening of the road at that spot, it seems 
likely that the gate had two portals. The whole road through 
the gate was paved with beaten clay. 

There is another point of special interest connected with the 
arrangement within the gate. It is obvious that the big wooden 
buttresses of the walls could not fully serve their purpose unless 
they were connected at the top by horizontal beams crossing the 
road. We can scarcely imagine that these beams stood out singly 
against the blue sky. Doubtless they supported a complete 
ceiling, and the existence of such a ceiling has been proved by 
the great mass of charred spars and of clay cUbris which lay 
heaped up on the road. The upper structure of this gateway 
formed the continuous flat roof of a gigantic tower. Probably 
this is how we should picture to ourselves " the great tower of 
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Ilios," BO ofteo mentioned in Homer, wbicli t3 identical with the 
Skaian Gate. When Iris fetches Helen from her chamber, to 
show her the fight between Menelaus and Paris, we are told that 
they came " straightway to the place of the Scsean gates, Aud 
they that were with Priam and Panthoos . . . being elders of the 
people, sat on ' the Sctean gates." - 

On another occasion, when Hector cannot find Andromache 
iu the house, and be is told that she has gone to the great tower 
of Ilios, he makes his way to the Skaian gates and finds her thera* 

The main difference between the two smaller gateways, FM 
and OX, and the one 
just described, is that 
in their case the whole 
of the approach from 
the foot of the hill 
was not protected and 
roofed in. but only 
that portion of it 
which actually passed 
through the fortifica- 
tion wall. A massive 
ramp about 26 feet 
broad and built of 
roughly hewn rocks, 
paved with large slabs 
of stone, ascended at 
an angle of 20° to the 
south - western gate 
■FM (Fig. 31). The 
ramp may be seen in 
the middle of Fig. 28. 



In the gate itself, 



rE (sole 1:333). 



judging from the 
different scale of the masonry, and assuming the larger to be the 
older, we can distinguish between the original plan and Its later 
enlargement At first the side walls only projected slightly over 
the ramp (Y Y), and the portal was formed by two quadrangular pro- 
jections (a; x), to wliich the folding gates were attached. Later the 

' The Greek word is ^irl, translated by Mesars. Lang, Leaf, aod Mjers "at." 
' B. Ui 145 Mq. ' II. vi. 386 seg. 
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lateral walls were slightly prolonged to the front, and were made 
twice their original length at the back, where a second portal (u u) 
exactly similar to the first (x x) was constructed. The imier 
faces of the side walls {ps ps) were strengthened by wooden 
pillars (parastades, antae), the well-wrought stone bases of which 
are still in situ. These pillars show, what might otherwise have 
been taken for granted, that this gate also had a roof. 

The third gate (OX), which lies east, close to the great tower, 
has an exactly similar construction. We find here the same 
double portal and lateral walls projecting beyond the gate proper, 
and the masonry is the same. Only all the dimensions are some- 
what larger; the inner breadth of the gate is 24 feet 6 inches 
instead of 16 feet 10 inches, and the walls are 6 feet 6 inches 
to 8 feet thick instead of 4 feet. 

After this survey of the fortifications with their walls and 
gates, we penetrate into the interior of the citadel. Here in 
the very centre, surpassing everything else by its superior size, 
lies the building which, after the analogous discoveries made at 
Tiryns in 1884, we can have no hesitation in calling the palace. 
In Tiryns we pass from the great gateway into the outer court- 
yard of the citadel, then through a farther gate into the inner 
courtyard of the palace, in front of the men's apartments. 
Within it is the altar of Zeus Herkeios, and on two of its sides 
are colonnades. Precisely similar, although more closely packed 
and less rich in detail, is the disposition of the interior of the 
citadel at Troy. The south-east gate OX is the one which 
leads direct to the palace. Behind it is an empty space, the 
court of the citadel. Through the gate C we reach the court- 
yard of the palace, and have the chief apartments of the palace 
(A and B) in front of us ; to the right and to the left is the way 
to the inferior apartments. 

The first courtyard measures 50 feet between the outer and 
the inner gate. The inner gate C is much dilapidated, because 
at this spot the buildings of the third settlement were only 8 
inches above the level of the second. The chief, and at the same 
time the best-preserved, portion is the one on the west. Between 
two latered walls, 3 feet 3 inches thick and 10 feet 3 inches 
apart, is a cross partition almost entirely taken up by a great 
door. The threshold, consisting of a block of limestone 8 feet 
8 inches in length and 3 feet 1 1 inches in breadth, is still in situ. 
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and is completed by a step on its south-east side. The ends 
of the lateral walls were faced on the north-west, at a distance 
of 8 feet from the gate, by wooden anta3 similar to those of the 
great south-west gate ; these antae were apparently formed by the 
juxtaposition of four posts. 
Their two massive stone 
bases are still preserved ; 
they have a carefully worked 
groove into which the jambs 
were fixed. East of this 
gateway two small chambers 
open to the north can be 
'made out; they evidently 
correspond to the colonnade 
which surrounds the inner 
courtyard at Tiryns. Beyond 
this everything is destroyed. 
The floor of all the divisions 
of this gate consists of a 
clay layer, which also 
covered the great door-sill, 
and the exposed portions 
of the antic bases. 

As this building cuts 
across the road leading from 
the great south gate, the 
road must have already 
been filled up when the 
gate C was built. 

After an intervening 
space of scarcely 33 feet, comes the palace. The building A 
consists of an entrance hall, about 33 feet square, with another 
hall behind it, 66 feet deep. In the centre of the latter are 
clay remains, only 2^ inches high, of a large round hearth about 
13 feet in diameter. This is the hearth which Homer tells us 
is situated in the innermost part of the house and marks its 
most sacred spot. Odysseus swears "now be Zeus my witness 
before any god, and the hospitable board and the hearth of noble 
Odysseus whereunto I am come." ^ 

^ Od, xiv. 158, 159. 





82. — GROUND-PLAN OF THE PALACE WITH 
COURTYARD AND GATE. 
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And Naiisicaa, when she cl 
lier mother, says, " She sits at i 
weaving yam of sea-purple stai 
is leaned against a pillar and li 
liillais have been found round 
their bases are still visible. Ti 
the one in Troy iu having t^ 
building B in Troy also has tv. 
Dr. Schliemaun and Dr. Diirpfel' 
temples, it yet had occurred to 

with the house of Paris, of whii .„„„ ^uey " made 

him his chamber and hall and vt^i-ouie." "^ 

The walls of the chief apartment A, which we may now un- 



33.— BHICK WALL OF TBI PAT.ACK, FACED WITH ANT«, CONSIBTINO OF 

hesitatingly regard as the megaron or men's apartment, are 4 feet 
9 inches tliick, and, like the fortification walls, consist of a stone 
substructure 8 feet deep, overlaid with stone slabs, which 
support a wall of clay bricks. Over everj- four courses of bricks, 
on both faces of the wall, lay wooden longitudinal beams, 
connected together at intervals of 13 feet by cross-beams. 

The left lateral wall and the back wall of the megarou were 
unfortunately completely destroyed in 1872-73 to cut the "reat 
north trench ; but the cross-beams recurring at regular intervals 

> Od. vi. 306-307. 

' 11. vi. 31fl. The Greek word U uiW — transktod "eourtyanl" by Mesats. 
Lang, Leaf, and Myera. 
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enable us to establish its probable depth. As the lateral wall 
does not end with the fifth cross-beam, it must have been con- 
tinued at least 13 fe^ farther. But with the addition of these 
last 13 feet the length of the hall stands to its breadth in the 
proportion of 2 : 1 ; it is therefore highly probable that the back 
wall actually corresponded to the lost sixth beam. 

The bricks are 4f inches high, and have a superficies of 
18x27. With this proportion of 2 : 3 the wall could be bonded 
with regular alternation in the vertical joints. Thus two bricks 
laid end to end, or three side by side, alternately formed the 
thickness of the wall. 

The antae were formed of six wooden jambs, which again 
stood on well-wrought stone bases. Between the antae we must 
imagine two wooden columns, as the span of 33 feet seems 
too wide for a single roof beam. However, no traces of these 
columns are visible. 

The purpose of the semicircular projection in the farthest 
comer of the megaron is unknown. 

Like all the houses in the oldest settlement at Troy, the 
building had a horizontal roof constructed of beams, planks, and 
clay. This is made evident not only by the entire absence of 
any tiles, but also by the existence in the interior of a layer of 
clay 1 foot thick, mixed with calcined rafters and some large 
well-preserved pieces of wood. 

The second chief building B is considerably smaller and 
shorter than the first ; and its walls are only 4 feet 1 inch 
thick. The foundations are only 20 inches deep, and are not 
overlaid with stone slabs ; the wooden beams only come in every 
sixth course of bricks, but on the other hand the cross-beams 
come closer together than in A. The building is 15 feet 
broad. From the vestibule, which is 20 feet long, a doorway 6 
feet 6 inches wide, situated in the centre of the cross-wall, leads 
into a second apartment, 24 feet long. A smaller door in 
the left comer of the next cross-wall leads into the last room, 
which is 29 feet 3 inches long. The faces of the door were 
probably dressed with boards, and the antae were constructed in 
the same way as in A. 

In the fortress of Tiryns the women's apartments come next 
to the men's in size and shape. Thus at Troy also we may venture 
to call the second building the women's megaron, with its vestibule 
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and ante-rooin. The remaining rooms of the palace, the ground- 
plan of which is still so clear at Tiryns, are at Troy in such a 
ruined condition that a complete chamber can only rarely be 
made out. At the most a few traces of the floor claim our 
attention. Some of these exhibit a plain surface of beaten clay, 
others a pavement composed either of clay and very small pebbles 
or of pebbles alone, others again slabs of green slate. 

The ruthless destruction of the city is not to be ascribed so 
much to the later settlers as to the great conflagration in which 
it perished. In the great buildings lay masses of vitrified brick 
debris and calcined wooden beams, and in places where the fire 
had found food in the quantity of wood- work, — for instance, near 
the parastades and doors, — great portions of the brick walls have 
been completely melted and transformed into a sort of spongy 
vitreous substance. 

The second settlement, and apparently even the first, were 
not, like all the following settlements with the exception of the 
-^Eolic and Hellenistic Ilion, confined to the plateau of the 
citadel, but comprised on the south-west and east an extensive 
lower city. At the north-east corner of the citadel the piece of 
wall BC has come to light in a trench : it is only about half as 
thick as the circuit walls -above, and runs from these in an easterly 
direction. Its masonry differs from that of the citadel walls, and, 
like the circumvallations of Tiryns and Mycenje, consists of 
great unwrought blocks, the interstices of which are filled up 
with smaller stones; moreover, this wall is not scarped, but is 
built vertically. It can scarcely be anything else but the circum- 
vallation of that part of the city which lay outside the citadel.^ 
No portion of its further course can, however, be pointed to, and 
no walls of either small or large buildings have been discovered ; 
but the rock shows in several places traces of the bedding of the 
stones, and every trench dug in the lower city has yielded 
countless potsherds, similar to those of the first and second city. 
Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld are therefore doubtless correct 
in supposing that, during the subsequent occupations of the 
citadel, the lower city was deserted, and afforded building 

1 BC has been proved by last year's excavations (1890) to be a great ramp, which, 
like the ramp at Tiryns, ascended to the citadel. The steps leading to the ramp 
have also been discovered. See Appendix land Berl, Philolog, JFochcfischr., June 
28, 1890.-(Tr.) 
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material for the little houses on the hill ; moreover that Archse- 
anax of Mitylene, who, according to Strabo,^ built the walls of 
Sigeum with the stones of Troy, removed these stones, and thus 
caused the lower city to disappear almost entirely. 

The existence of this lower city explains many features in 
the Homeric picture. Obviously the poet cannot have imagined 
his " broad-wayed Ilios " as confined to the narrow space on the 
citadel moimd. Moreover, the Skaian Gate, up to which the battle 
often surges from the plain, can only be sought in the outer walls, 
i.e, in the lower city, and consequently no vestige of it can any 
longer be pointed out It must have been situated on the west 
side, between the springs and the citadel, so that our choice is 
restricted within a narrow space. 

6. The Separate Finds 

The separate finds of the second city also prove it to have 
belonged to the golden era of the citadel. A quantity of gold and 
silver objects are of special interest. Most of tliese belong to a 
single find, the celebi-ated "great treasure" discovered by Dr. 
Schliemann in May 1873, buried deep in the fortification wall 
near the gate with the ramp (FM). On this discovery he writes 
as follows ; — " \\Tiile following up the circuit wall, and bringing 
more and more of it to light, I struck, at a point slightly 
north-west of the gate, on a large copper article of the most 
remarkable form, which attracted my attention all the more 
as I thought I saw gold glimmering behind it. On the top was a 
layer of reddish and brown calcined ruins from 4 to 5 feet thick 
as hard as stone, and above this again the wall of fortification (5 
feet broad and 20 feet high), which must have been erected shortly 
after the destruction of Troy. In order to secure the treasure 
from my workmen and save it for archeeology, it was necessary 
to lose no time ; so, although it was not yet the hour for breakfast, 
I immediately had the paidos (interval for rest) called, and while 
the men were eating and resting I cut out the treasure with a 
large knife. This involved risk, as the fortification wall, beneath 
which I had to dig, threatened every moment to fall on my head. 
And indeed I should not have succeeded in getting possession of 
the treasure without the help of my wife, who stood at my side, 

' Strabo, xiii. p. 38. 
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ready to pack the things I cut out in her shawl, and to carry 
them away. As I found all these articles together, packed into 
one another in the form of a rectangular mass, it seems certain 
that they were placed inside a wooden chest." ^ 

The nature of the place where the find was made could 
not afterwards be established, because that portion of earth and 
wall was entirely xemoved to facilitate further search. But the 
" reddish and brown calcined fragments " Dr. Schliemann describes 
seem to be the burnt bricks of the second city, and the wall built 
upon these a restoration of the fortification carried on at a later 
period. Dr. Dorpfeld makes the admirable suggestion that, just 
as in the walls of Tiryns there are whole galleries and casemates, 
so in the Trojan walls several places were constructed where 
objects of value could on occasion be stored. 

The adjoining illustration (Fig. 34) shows the whole treasure 
arranged together. The objects in the topmost row are all 
women's ornaments, and lay together in the biggest of the 
silver jars, which stands on the right of the third row. This 
circumstance again shows that we have here the contents of 
a treasury, and not of any grave that might have possibly 
been constructed on the Acropolis at a later date. In a 
grave the corpses would, as at Mycenae, have been adorned 
with the ornaments, which in that case would have been 
found scattered. The most magnificent articles taken from the 
silver jar are two big diadems, formed by a number of small 
chains, which in the middle are about the depth of the forehead, 
but are considerably longer at the sides, where they hung down 
in front of the ears. In one of the diadems (Fig. 36) the chains 
are composed of small heart-shaped leaves strung together with 
fine wire ; the short chains terminate in little pendants which 
imitate two spear-shaped leaves growing together on one stem ; 
the long ones end in pendants closely resembling the " idols," 
which will be described later on ; they may, however, be imitated 
from a flower, possibly the campanula. If so, the small upper 
portion would represent the calyx, the big under portion broaden- 
ing at its base the corolla. In the other diadem (Fig. 35) the 
chains are composed of double rings, with a spear-shaped leaf, 
after every three or four rings. They are uniformly terminated 
by campanula-shaped pendants, which are here ornamented down 

* Ifios, pp. 40, 41. 
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the centre by a line in rejxmsU and by a dot at each of tlie four 
corners. 

Mrs. Schliemann '3 portrait at the end of Chap. I. shows how these 
diadems were worn. It also gives the earrings made up of the same 



chains and pendants as the diadem. Two pairs of these earrings 
were found in the treasure. Her necklace is composed of a great 
number of chains whicli Dr. Schliemann strung together from 
8700 small gold rings, pierced prisms, discs, buttons, and tiny 
bars, a few of whicli are represented here. Of the six bracelets 



discovered, five are shaped like the bracelet in Fig. 37 ; the sixth 
is simply a wire welded into a circle. 



e double 
ted to a 
;ad. Ill 
soldered 



gold with gold 13 astonishing. In this kind of work tiny grains 
are fixed into holes, which seem to have been bored with the 
point of a pin. 

On the second shelf from the top (see Fig. 34) are six 
remarkable fiat bars of silver resembling laige knife - blades. 
Their surface dimensions, as shown in Figs. 42-44 (which give 
three sizes), vary considerably ; but as the smaller bars are thicker 
than the bigger ones, their weight only varies from G oz. to 
6^0 oz. Dr. Schliemann has therefore conjectured that these 
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were used for purposes of exchange, and that we probably have 

here the Homeric taleut They look more like pendants meant 
to hang from the girdle, but as 
none of them liave any holes by 
which they could be suspended, 
the explanation given by Dr. 
Schliemann cannot for the pre- 
sent be replaced by a more satis- 
factory one. 

Kext in order on the same 
shelf are two silver vases with 
covera like caps, and with verti- 
cal tubular holes at the sides 
instead of handles. These holes, 
which, as already stated, appear 
instead of handles in the vases 
of the two oldest Trojan layers, 
prove that the treasure belongs 
42-J4.— i-L.vT BAiia OF aiLVER to the Same period as the vases, 

a Mt , ). ^ ^ ^ |.j^g second stratum, and 

not, as some have maintained, to a much later period. The vases 

resemble in shape the Egyptian canopi. Next come three cups, 

of which the two largest are of 

gold, the smaller of electrum (one 

part of silver to four of gold). 

Beyond these stands a spherical 

golden bottle, and last is a two- 
handled oval cup, which is also 

given separately in Fig. 47. Tlie 

shape of the cup is -that of a 

broad boat The body of the vase 

is beaten out of one piece, the 

hollow handles are rolled out of 

separate plates and soldered on 

to the body. At one end it has 

a spout 2^ inches broad, at the 

.* 1 ^  1 1 J ^5, 46. — SILVER VASES (bIEP 1 : 4). 

other, one 1^ inch broad. 

On the thii-d shelf from the top are four silver vases, the 
largest of which has a handle. The only shape analogous to these 
Jars is found among Egyptian potterj'. In the midst of these 



four vases lies 8 copper object, which Dr. Schliemann has correctly 

identified as the hasp of the treasure -coffer. To the left is a 

silver vase, to the 

right a small cup 

ofthe same metal 

which lias stuck 

to the hasp. 

On the shelf 
beneath are 
copper daggers, 
spear -heads, and 
battle-axes. The 

, „ 47.— ooLDEN CUP (weight 600 grammes). 

daggers are of 

the same shape as the silver dagger given later (Fig. 63) ; they 
have a broad leaf-like blade, with a thick round tang, which ran 
through the handle from end to end and was bent round it at 
the bottom. Three examples of the spear-heads are shown in 
Figs. 48-50. They are fairly flat, and differ from the spear- 
heads of almost all other pre- 
historic finds in not being fixed 
over the spear-shaft by means 
of a socket (the usual method 
of fixing in the case of the 
Homeric spear),' but in being 
fixed into it by means of a tang. 
In these tangs one may still, as 
a rule, discover the hole des- 
tined to hold the rivet. Only 
Cyprus is known to have yielded 
similar spear-heads ; they are 
in the British Museum and in 
the Louvre. 

Two battle-axes are shown 
48.50.-.™..,.™ (.i„ 1,6). in Figs. 51, 6-2. They are 

shaped like a chisel, and agree 
in this particular mth the simple battle-axes of other finds. 

Dr. Schliemann has had the metal of these weapons analysed, 
with the interesting result that they are almost entirely com- 
posed of pure copper. In 0286 gramme of metal analysed, 
' n. ivii. 297. 
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0274 gramme was found to be copper, and only 0011 gramme 
to be tin. 

The last objects of the treasure are seen quite at the bottom 
of the picture ; on the left a copper 
pot, ill the centre a copper cup, and 
on the right a large flat cup, likewise 
of copper, with a boss in the centre, 
and shaped exactly like the later 
Gi-eek sacrificial cups. We perhaps 
have liere the vessel for everyday use 
whose time-honoured shape was after- 
wards preserved only for religious 
purposes. With this cup we come to 
an end of the great treasure. 

The shapes of the principal orna- 
ments found in it — the great diadems. 
for instance — are completely without 
analog;' in the other finds on Greek 
soil. They remind one of Egyptian 
necklaces, and of many barbaric orna- 
ments in ancient and modern times. 
It is therefore the more surprising 
that the smaller gold-finds, which took 
' ' ' " ' place principally in tiie year 1878 

on various spots between the south-west gate and the palace, carry 
us right into the great system of Mycen^an sliapes, where the 
spiral and the rosette reign supreme. The earring of Fig. 55 is made 
up of chains and pendants similar to those of the great treasure, but 
the bar that holds them is adorned with three graceful rosettes. 
Fig. 56 shows a bracelet, and Fig. 53 one of several ornaments 
where spirals form almost the whole decoration. These last 
were strung together in great numbers by means of a thread 
passed through tlie spine, and were worn as chains round -the 
neck. Exactly the same kind of ornaments is found again in 
Mycente. In each case the decoration is made of fine wire, and 
soldered on to the object. Further, the round discs of gold-leaf 
(only three of these, similar to the one in Fig. 54, have been found 
in Troy) immediately call to mind the countless similar discs used 
as dress trimmings in Mycena;. Still more cbamiiug are the two 
hair-pins (Figs. u7, 58). In one a rectangular plate decorated 



with spirals is Burmounted by six tiny jugs, each with two handles ; 
in the other a rosette with a boss in the centre is supported by 
two spirals, and surmounted by two other spirals. Finally, the 




e^le in Fig. 59 is thoroughly in keeping with Mycenjean art. 
It consists of two small plates held together by gold rivets. 
Seen from above it resembles a dove, but in profile the crooked 
beak clearly betrays the less gentle bird. 

The few ornaments last mentioned (Figs. 54-59) ai-e the 
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only objects which overstep the narrow limits of Trojan pro- 
duction. It would seem as though the city had tried for a short 
period to share the 
great culture that 
spread over the lands 
' of the Mediterranean 
in the second millen- 
nium B.a.and bad then 
sunk or been forced 
back into its old 
poverty of forms and 
clumsy technique. 
Unfortunately Dr. 
ScMieniann, spite of 
his careful watch over 
the gold finds, could 
not prevent a quantity 
of these being made 
away with by some 
57,68.-0011. HA,B.F.S8(.i«3t4). workmen in the year 

1873. The Tiirkish 
police afterwards recovered a portion of these objects in the 
house of a peasant in Yenischehr, but several pieces had already 
been melted down and turned into modern ornaments. 



59.— GOLD EAQLE (silB 3 : 4). 

Among the objects found in other metal the small lead " idol " 
(Fig. 60) is very remarkable. It represents a nude female figure 
with long curls over Iter ears, and arms crossed on the breast ; 
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the strongly accentuated femiaiae characteristics mark it as the 
Asiatic Aphrodite. Similar figures of this deity in terra-cotta 
have been found in the tombs of 
Mesopotamia and Cyprus, and stone 
ones in the Cyclades. The swastika 
or hooked cross on the lower part of 
the body so repeatedly found in all 
prehistoric sites, and among the orna- 
ments of later date, is Asiatic in origin. 
It seems to be the symbol of some 
very ancient divinity. 

Fig. 61 shows a copper knife, 
bent at one end into a round head. 
The opposite end served to fix the 
blade into a handle. Fig. 62 shows 
what advanced workmanship we may 
expect to find in many of these 
handles ; it represents a crouching 
animal carved in ivorj'. The trian- 
gular end behind has a slit to receive 
the blade and a hole to rivet it 
through. Oddly enough, in the 
Kestner Museum at Hanover a bronze 
handle of the same shape may be 
seen ; it probably comes from* the 
Necropolis of Corneto in Etruria. 

The annexed silver dagger (Fig. 
6 3) was, like the bronze daggers, 
fixed into its hilt by a tang passing 
through the hilt and bent round its 
end. Besides Troy, this method of 
fixing the handle in the hUt has up 
to now only been found in the oldest 
Necropoleis of Cyprus. 

The shape of the Trojan arrow- 60.— lead houre 

heads from the oldest layers, with (twi" tho original »■«). 

the exception of one example which is barbed, is simply that 
of a pointed peg, a shape which previous to this had only been 
found in a few instances in Hungary. 

Spear-points, toothed d^'gers, chisels, and axes are found in 
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great uumbers, and the miiuerous moulds of mica slate found 
along with them prove that they were manufactured on the 
spot. Fig. 65 shows one of the best- preserved moulds. 

Among the most interesting objects found are the terra-cotta 




vases, and, above all, the vases imitating the human lace. These, 
as they develop, come to resemble the linmau fonn more and 
more, and thus afford us another proof of tliat striving to infuse 
life into dead material which is the final aim of artistic endeavour. 
The advance is especially clear in this case. Instead of heing 
scratched Kp the clay, the nose and eyes are moulded on ; soon 
also two ears are added, the cover appears as a hat or conical cap, 
and the projections, serving originally only as supports to balance 



the vase or to hold the string used to carry it by, take the form 
of the female breast ; and finally the semblance of life is carried 
so far that the vessel receives arms, and, moreover, those arms are 
made to carry another vessel (Figs. 66-68). 

The desire for imitation is not confined to the human form, 
but inaidfests itself in vases of grotesque animal shapes. Fig. 69 
shows a vase in the shape of a pig. Fig. 70 resembles a mole, and 
Fig. 71 a hippopotamus. We must not imagine that the Trojans 
wished to represent the owl-headed Athena (if ever such a 
divinity existed) in those vases. There is no one instance that 
can force us to recognise in it an owl-face instead of a primitive 
attempt at the human face ; on the other hand, there are several 
which, owing to the clearly-marked mouth (see Fig. 72), can be 
meant for nothing but the human countenance. Moreover, the 



people would hardly have copied at random the holy image of 
their tutelary goddess for the decoration of 
saucepans or waterpots. 

Some vase shapes are siiecially interesting 
because they are found again in the oldest 
Necropoleis of Cyprus, and nowhere else besides. 
Such are the slim vases with long bill-like neck 
(the so-called German Schnabiikatine, Fig. 73), so 
frequent in Troy, and the vessels made up of 
several vases fastened together, ss in Fig. 74. 

Fig. 75 shows a kind of cup common in the 
second city ; Dr. Schlieniann considers it to be 
the " double cup " <8eTro? o^(«i;Tre\Xoi') so oft<!n 
mentioned in Homer. The meaning of a/t^i- 
KvtrfXKov lias long been disputed ; in opposition 
to the many ingenious explanations given of a 
double Ijowl, etc., Dr. Sehliemann's theory that 
it must be miderstood to mean " two-handled " 
is the simplest and probably the most correct. 
The Trojan cup would be e.\actly suited for 
guests sitting in a circle at their meal. It 
cannot stand, and it must therefore be emptied 
at one draught, or else be passed round, and 
this wouhl be much facilitated by the two big 
handles, one of which would be held by the 
giver and the other by the receiver of the 
cup. 

After learning from the ^a.'^es made in 
imitatifin of the luunan face that ordinary 
utensils often assumed a living form, we may 
suspect the flat stones hitheilo inter- 
preted as " idols " to have had some | 
ever)'day use. They vary in size m 
from large to small, they are always  
notched on both sides, and generally I 
have a nose and eyes scratched on I 
their upper portion ; in some cases 64,_bkosze 
also the stumps of arms have been abrow-head b3.— sri-vER daogeb 
added. The attributes of the living '""*■ "'"*■ '""'"^ ''"'■ 
form do not seem to have been peculiar to them from tlie 
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tirst, but appeared by slow degi-ees as the natural development 

of their original shape. It is probable that the simplest of 
these atones, of which Fig. 76 gives an example, served as spools 
for thread. They are usually flat ovals notched on either side, 
without any trace of the human countenance. About ten stones 
of this kind are known. The more developed forma may have 
been evolved from these ; for if once the notch happened not to 
be quite in the middle, it would be tempting to turn the smaller 
segment into a primitive head, and to let the rest represent the 
trank of the human body. The instance given in Fig. 77 
comes nearest to the pendants hanging on the bigger gold 
diadem (Fig, .36). Both it and the one repeated in Fig. 78, 
where locks of hair on the brow and neck-banda are represented. 



e^.—MnULD OK MICA SLATE (siie 1 : 4). 

and finally the large stone in Fig. 79 with its stumps of arms, 
can quite well be explained in this manner. The more developed 
fonns, which might possibly be idols, consist of a different material. 
Fig. 80 shows a figure of bone, which comes nearer to the human 
form, as the upjier and lower parts of the body are in juster pro- 
poi'tion. Fig. 8 1 gives the front and the back view of a small 
terra-cotta figure, in which we may clearly distinguish the raised 
arms and the hair combed down over the back of the neck. It 
must be owned that these later examples might very well be 
idols. 

There has been much discussion about the Trojan seals, on 



67. — TBBBA-coTTi VA8B (siie 1 : 3] 
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which Professor Sayce wanted to recc^nise Hittite writing. 
On none of them, liowever, can anything beyond mere decora- 
tion be made out. For instance, the example given in Fig. 82 



seems at first siglit to have characters inscribed on its surface, 
but on closer examination they are only lines and circles in 
regular alternation. And the marks on the example which forms 
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tlie basis of Professor Sayce's theory (Fig. 83) can be explained 
in jiist the same way. However, he thought that he could read 
liere the word rentw, the meaning of which he is unable to tell 
us. There can be no doubt that we have here three angles 
with their points to one another, and separated by a plain line 
/^^ ; only some of the lines have run together, and have thus 
\^ made the ornamentation obscure. 

After this experience we should hesitate before making 
future attempts at deciphering. 
Quite lately, however, in the 
Schlieniann Museum at Berlin, 
the following marks have been 
discovered on a spinning- whorl. 

They were immediately con- 
sidered by Professor Sayce and 
his followers to be sure proofs 
of \vriting, and were read vti sa 
lo po zo ma h\ Nevertheless, 
until we learn what sort of 
language this is, and what the 
sounds mean, we nmy well con- 
tinue to doubt whether the 
Trojans had a written alphabet. 



73.— Jca WITH LONO SBCK (aiie 1 l 5). 74— CLUSTEU OF THKKE UOPH (sizB 1 : i). 

Two more objects of daily use may be mentioned. One is a 
triangular piece of baked clay, with a multitude of small 
holes on its upper surface (Fig. 84); bristles were evidently 
fixed into these holes, and the object must have been a brush. 
The other is a great hook, also of baked clay, which served an 
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equally realistic purpose ; by means of its plate pierced with 
three holes it could be fixed on to a wall, and served as a peg 
for hanging clothes or utensils. 

A convincing proof that the second city did not gradually 
decay, but was suddenly destroyed in a great confiagration, is 



(>ijie 1 : 2 anA 1 : 3). (size 1 : '2). 

afforded by the skeleton of a young girl which was found buried 
in a stone house "in an almost erect position, and only just 
slightly bent backwards " under " yellow and brownish wood 
cinders," i.e. under the ruins of the upper part of the building. 
Close by were found several ornaments : a pin of electrum with 
rounded head, two earrings, and a finger ring. The last-named 
objects were merely bent pieces of thick gold wire.' 

6. The Third SeUkment 

The people who, after the destruction of the second city, 
settled on the citadel utilised any available remains ; for instance, 
they kept the city walls, only restoring them for a little distance 
on the west in a very inferior style of masonry. As entrances 
tliey kept tlie site of tlie H.W. and the S.li. gates of the pre- 
ceding settlements, and apparently made use also of the walls 
of these gates as far as they remained, but the ground level 

' For compnriaon with HiMnrlik pottery see in Oie first Vaac Eooni of the British 
Museum, caacB 1-4. "Vases from primitive tombs in tlie Greek islanda." 
n. Shelf 3 (citses 1 and 2). Vasea nith tubular boles for striog handles. 

" ; ', '' 1 ,\ \ Pottery with ineisod lines filled in with chalk. 

„ 3 (cases d and 4). i 
b. Knives and other objects of obsidian, in the left-hand bottom comer of case ]. 
r. A aeries of very primitive human figures of stone and alabnsler (the earliest are 
spools according to Dr. Schuchhardt) will be fouiiij on the north side of cose A, 
and at the bottom of cases 1 and 2. 



was raised about 5 feet, and at the time of a later restoration 
of the gate it was increased by another 5 feet 

Within the walls, as already noticed, tlie debris of the build- 
ings which had fallen down was not removed, and thns the level 
on which the new houses were erected was very unequal. The 
houses themselves were carelessly constructed ; the walls were not 
even at right angles, aud were built of quarry-stones or small clay 
bricks, often eked out by the half-burnt material of the ruined 
city. The largest of these houses is that situated between the 
palace and the west wall (I> in the plan) : it is the one which 
Dr. Schlieniann in the seventies lield to be " the house of the city 
chieftain." Tlie walls of this building are 25^ inches thick, and 
it is 24 feet 6 inches broad by 49 feet long. The inhabitants 
confiQed themselves to the citadel during almost the wliole period 
of these village settlements ; only a few houses which Dr. Schlie- 
mann claims for his fifth town, and wliich therefore belonged to 
the latter end of the i>eriod of these settlements, project beyond 
the old fortilication walls, 

" In this last Trojan campaijjn," writes Dr. Schliemann, " we 
have had ample oi»i>ortunity to convince oui-selves by gradually 
excavating layer by layer from above that the third settlers could 
only have been very poor, for we found but little in their houses," ' 
and what was found i-arely differs in shape or technique from the 
objects of the preceding periods. "We find the same vases shaped 
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like the human face, the same slim Schnabelkamie and two-handled 
cups, the same bronze and stone implements, the same " idols " 
and spinning-whorls. Only a new style of grey pottery, found 
close under the Hellenistic city, and s|)ecially afi'ecting the shaiies 
given in Figs. 85, 86, seems to prove that for a short time a new 
' Troja, p. 182. 
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element was introduced either in the population itself or in their 
commercial relations. Dr. Schliemann has called these vases 
Lydian, on account of their resemblance to Italic and especially to 
Etruscan shapes, because, according to Herodotos, the Etruscans 
were colonists from Lydia,^ The same pottery occurs again in 
several heroic tumuli and other places in the plain of the 
Skamander, and probably belongs here also to a somewhat later 
epoch following on the golden era of Troy. 

Evidently most of the graves found at Hissarlik belong like- 
wise to this period. Dr. Schliemann has found two skeletons of 
warriors, buried with their spears and probably with their helmets 
as well. There were also a quantity of urns containing ashes. 
At the time when the citadel was crowded with buildings, it could 
not have been used as a burial-place ; the two urns which were 
found on the virgin level of the first city form an exception, 
parallel to that of the small graves discovered during the last 
excavations on the Acropolis at Athens. On the other hand, it 
would not be surprising to find burial taking place on the citadel 
in the intervals of time when it was either forsaken or only 
scantily built upon. The finds show that cremation of the dead 
was universal among the Trojans, for with the exception of those 
two skeletons which were imbedded in the layer of the second 
city, Dr. Schliemann only found urns containing quite fine ashes; 
once a tooth was found in an urn, once also a skull, which was 
perfect except for the under jaw. Professor Virchow has thoroughly 
analysed this skull, together with those of the skeletons mentioned 
above, and finds that in spite of strongly marked difierences in 
the breadth of the head and the shape of the chin, all these skulls 
" present in a striking manner the appearance of the bones of a 
race in an advanced state of civilisation." " Nothing of the 
savage," he continues, " nothing massive in the formation of the 
bones, no particularly strong development in the attachments 
of the muscles and tendons, can be observed. All the parts 
have a smooth, fine, and almost slender appearance." Therefore 
we may safely "infer that the ancient owners of these heads 
belonged to a settled people, who were acquainted with the arts 
of peace, and who, tlirough intercourse with distant races, were 
more exposed to being mixed in blood." ^ 

^ Herodot. i. ch. 94. 2 j^^^^ p 520. 



7. The Grmco-Roman Ilioii 

A description of Greek, and still more of Roman ruins has 
little to do with the ideas which we connect with excavations by 
Dr. Schliemann. We are accustomed to associate his name with 
one well-defined period of antiqnity, the Greek heroic age ; and 
this association rises natHrally from the individuality of the man, 
and his absolute devotion to that romantic world of l^end. In 
Troy he has troubled himself but little about the uppermost 
stratum, or the seventh city, according to his reckoning. What- 
ever was left of this stratum was carefully examined and 
surveyed for the first time in 1882, by Dr. Schlieniaun's 
architects. Accordingly, our description of these remains will 
only be a short one, especially as the Hellenistic and Roman Ilion 
shows in its buildings, moauments, and utensils characteristics 
with which we are familiar in many other cities of the time. 



Several fragments of vases prove that long before the visit of 
Xerxes recounted by Herodotos there was once more a settlement 
on the citadel. The fragment in Fig. 87 gives the upper part 
of a female winged figure, painted in black on a Ught red 
ground. The pointed nose and the big almond-shaped eyes, 
drawn en face in spite of the profile position, betray the archaic 
Greek manner. The hair seems to be braided in a long tail, 
which flows back from the head in a double wave, and ends in a 
tuft divided into two spimls. The back hair falls loose on the 
neck, and a lock curls in front of the ear. 
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A more regular cast of feature is to be seen in a second winged 
figure (Fig. 88) from the interior of a cup. It is drawn in brown 
on a light yellow ground. The 
shape of the eye is still quite 
archaic, but the chin and neck 
are correctly rendered. The hair 
flows ill full waves down the 
neck, and is bound by two fillets, 
the lower one of which is con- 
tinued by an end falling between 
the ears. Both these fragments 
are of the sixth century b.c. They 
belong to the style of pottery 
hitherto, from its provenience, 
88.-P^vTBD>-RAOHEST(actuau™). ^,1^^ Ehodian, which appears to 
have been extensively manufactured on the whole coast of Asia 
Minor at that time, or at any rate to have been laigely imported. 
The finds from Asia Jlinor have up to now been very scanty ; 
yet we already know of these vases in the Troad, in jEolia 
(Kyme, Larissa), and in Ionia (Clazomenje). 

The accounts of the visits of Xerxes and of Alexander to 
Troy show that Athena was at that time still worshipped there 
as tutelary goddess, as she had been in the Homeric age. The 
coins of the city (Fig. 89) show on one side Athena standing 




holding her lance on her right shoulder, and her distaff in her left 
hand, which is outstretched. On the other side is the head of 
the goddess with a crested helmet wreathed with laurel. We may 
therefore consider the largest temple of the citadel, of whieli 
numerous remains have been found, to be the Temple of Athena. 
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Fig. 90 shows a capital with the frieze and cornice of this temple. 
The metopes were adoraed with sculpture. Tlie slab in Fig. 90 
represents the rising Helios with a crown of rays round his head, 
driving his four horses. Ou the fragments of the other slabs 
battle scenes can be made out. The best preserved of these is 
given in Fig. 91 ; it shows Athena with her shield, grasping in 



her left hand a fallen warrior by the hair, while she raises lier 
right hand aloft to deal him the deatli-blow. Her opponent, 
evidently the giant Enkelados, is wounded, and strives in vain 
with his right liand to free himself from the grip of the goddess j 
his left arm holds his shield, on which he is propping himself 
up. The treatment is interesting on account of its resemblance 
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to the same scene on the Fergamene Gigantomachia. Remarkable 
similarities of teclmique have also been observed between these 
metopes and the sculptured slabs of the great altar at Pergamon ; 
even their marble seems to be the same. The Ilian temple 
probably, therefore, belongs to the same period as the Pergamene 
altar, and was possibly dedicated by tlie Attalid kings themselves. 



9I.~]1ET0FE mOU THB TBUFLE 01-- ATHENA (scaU 1 : 8). 

who, as we know, cherished Ilion as tlie ancestral home of their 
most influential friends, the Romans. 

In addition to these remains of the cliief temple, columns 
and fragments of the architrave of a smaller and apparently some- 
what older Doric temple have come to light Most important 
are whole stretches of the fortifications of Lysimachos ; tliey 
formed a small circuit round the plateau of the citadel, and a 
lai^er cir6uit, the traces of which can be made out almost every- 
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where, round the extensive lower city. The walls exhibit regular 
courses of ashlar masonry, excellently jointed. On the northern 
slope lay the theatre, but the excavations undertaken here have 
yielded nothing remarkable ; the building seems to have been 
erected in Boman times. To Soman times also belongs the last 
building which we shall mention — a gate on the south-east of 
the citadel (L on the plan). Behind a vestibule raised on three 
steps, three doors cut in the cross wall and framed by Corinthian 
semi -columns formed the gate proper. On the southern outer 
side of the gate stood four Doric columns, the corner ones 
facing the antae of the vestibule; on the interior side there 
were probably two similar columns between the antae of the 
inner portico. 

The numerous inscriptions found at Ilion cover a period 
extending from the fourth century B.c. down to late Eoman times. 
They afford varied information on the relations of Ilion to the 
neighbouring States; they tell of royal donations, of private 
dedications and honours, and seem to proclaim unanimously, 
what is confirmed by various writers, that the old fortress of 
Priam had become once more the flourishing capital of the Troad. 

8, The Tumuli in the Plain of the Skamarider 

Next to the actual citadel Dr. Schliemann devoted his chief 
attention to the tumuli, which are so numerous in the Trojan 
plain, especially on the coasts of the Hellespont and of the 
^£gean Sea, Of the five tumuli situated close together on Cape 
Rhoeteum, the largest, now called In-tepeh, was even in antiquity 
famed as the tomb of Ajax. When Hadrian ^ visited Troy the 
sea had already washed away a portion of this mound, so that, it is 
said, the mighty limbs of the hero were laid bare. The Emperor 
shed tears of emotion, and buried the bones under a new and 
stately barrow, over which he erected a temple and a statue of 
Ajax.2 Eemains of the building may still be seen on In-tepeh. 

On Cape Sigeum were several other mounds ; the first and 
biggest of these is the so-called grave of Achilles, the next that of 
Patroklos. Farther along the coast, on the heights, there is 
another row of similar mounds. Among these the Ujek-tepeh 
and the Beschik-tepeh reach the stately height of 50 feet alid 

^ Paus. i. 35, 3. * Lucan, Phars. ix. 961-979. 



SCHLIEMANN'S EXCAVATIONS 



80 feet respectively. These and some others, sixteen in all, were 
excavated by Dr. Schlieniann, but in none of them did he discover 
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any traces of burial. He therefore considers ail these hillocks to be 
cenotaphs, erected in honour of the dead, without containing 
their bones. Most of them have yielded nothing beyond potsherds. 
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like those of the second city and those of Dr. Schliemann's Lydian 
settlements, though possibly somewhat coarser. Only in the so- 
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called tomb of Protesilaos on the European side of the Hellespont 
was pottery found of the kind peculiar to the first city; 
fragments of lustrous black cups with horizontal tubular handles, 
and also with vertical tubular handles, along with stone axes, saws, 
and other objects. Masonry was only found in two mounds; 
a small square tower -like chamber 14 feet high and 12 feet 
wide, in the so-called tomb of Priam on the Balidagh, close to the 
ruins of Bunarbashi, which was once held to be Troy, and another 
similar but considerably larger tower, 15 feet square by 40 feet 
high, in the Ujek-tepeh. It is built of well-wrought stone slabs, 
and rests on a round, massive foundation of carefully jointed 
polygonal stones. Dr. Schliemann considered this mound to be 
the tumulus erected by Caracalla ^ in honour of his friend Festus, 
who died during the Emperor Trajan's journey. Some of the 
fragments of terra-cotta found in this tumulus can, he says, be 
assigned to the fifth and sixth centuries B.C., but the greater 
quantity are late Roman. Of the three tumuli on Bunarbashi, 
two bear the name of " tomb of Priam " ; one of them was 
excavated by Mr. Calvert in the fifties; the excavation of 
the other was entrusted by Dr. Schliemann to Dr. Dorpfeld in 
1882. Mr. Calvert does not say to what period the fragments 
of pottery belong. The building inside consisted, it seems, of 
lai^e irregular stones, roughly worked on the outward surfaces 
only, and put together without cement ; the space in the interior 
was filled in with small loose stones. The discoverer holds that 
this structure either served to strengthen the mound, or else that 
it was the base of a statue or the foundation of an altar. 

In the excavation of the second hill in 1882 nothing was 
found beyond fragments of that slightly baked, wheel-made, heavy 
grey pottery which Dr. Schliemann has called Lydian. Here, 
again, there were no vestiges of either bone or charcoal. 

We must not, however, consider all these mounds to be mere 
cenotaphs, though no doubt these were known in pre-Homeric 
Greece. In the Odyssey Menelaos tells how he erected a memorial 
mound to Agamemnon in Egypt.^ But a multitude of proofs 
shows that the mound was destined to cover the burnt bones. 
Patroklos appears to Achilles in a dream and asks him not to 
keep their bones apart, but to lay them together in one mound.^ 

^ Philostratus, Her. p. 137 (ed. Kayser). ^ Odys. iv. 584. 

3 IL xxiii. 83-91. 
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In the Odyssey'^ it is also told that the bones of Achilles andPatroklos 
lay together in a " two-handled golden urn," in a tomb " high on 
a jutting headland over wide Hellespont," and at the close of the 
Iliad the bones of Hector, after being laid in a golden um, were 
placed in a grave and covered with a tumulus of stones.* More- 
over, later generations looked upon these mounds as real graves ; 
occasionally, indeed, they still buried in the same way. Among 
the tumuli lying about Pergamos, the one which has been opened 
discloses walls and arches built certainly in Hellenistic if not 
Roman times. The habit is still more general among barbarous 
nations, especially among the Scythians, of whom Herodotos* 
says that they burnt their dead king with his cook, his 
horse, and everything that belonged to him, covered the pile of 
ashes with a tent, and then buried them under a great hill. 
This Scythian custom, or its later Greek and Roman imitations, 
explains the countless tumuli which travellers see to this day in 
Bulgaria, in the Dobrudscha, in Wallachia, Moldavia, and Southern 
Russia, as far as the Crimea; these often form long rows of con- 
spicuous monuments on high ridges. Besides, the Egyptian 
pyramids were nothing but giant burial-mounds. However, since 
this method of burial rarely occurs on Greek soil, we shall have 
to seek for its origin elsewhere, perhaps in the far East. As yet 
no sure result, and no ethnological explanation of the custonS, 
has been arrived at. Only one thing seems certain, and that is, 
that since the Homeric conception and the later practice of Greeks 
and barbarians both point to actual burial in these mounds, we 
should not be justified in considering all the Trojan tumuli to be 
cenotaphs, in spite of the negative results of Dr. Schliemann's 
excavations. This opinion receives a welcome confirmation from a 
discovery made a short while ago. In the spring of 1887 some 
Turkish peasants discovered several golden objects in the 
Tschoban-tepeh, near Bunarbashi, amongst them a golden crown 
of oak leaves and acorns, weighing about ^ lb. They had struck 
at a depth of 15 feet on a grave built of regular slabs without 
lime. Everything that the authorities were able to rescue 
from the people has been brought to Constantinople. These 
objects seem to belong to a later period than the pottery found 
in most of the other mounds. Dr. Schliemann and Mr. Calvert 
assign them to about the fifth century. 

1 Od. xxiv. 76-84. ^ jj ^xiv. 664, 665. ' Herod, iv. 71. 
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The mound of Hanai-tepeh in the garden of Mr. Calvert's 
estate, about one hour east of Hissarlik, is not a burial-tmnulus. 
In Syria, Assyria, Babylon, and all countries where brick con- 
struction was in use, many stately hills are often nothing but the 
ruins of ancient palaces or settlements. So too, in the thorough 
excavations undertaken by Mr. Calvert in 1879 with the 
assistance of Dr. Schliemann, this mound turned out to be the 
result of a settlement which spread over a considerable 
time, and in which several periods could be distinguished. In 
the lowest layer are walls of houses built with quarry -stones 
or with small clay bricks ; among these remains traces of domestic 
animals are frequently found ; the bones of the goat and of the 
ox have been discovered, and a dog has left its footprints on 
several clay bricks. Two graves of children have also been 
discovered here. In the second layer a circuit wall, 8 to 10 feet 
thick, was built of large unwrought stones bedded in clay ; 
within the walls were several round altars, 15 to 20 feet in 
diameter, some built of clay and two of stones. Above this 
houses reappear, and in them were found fragments of fine fifth- 
century Greek pottery. A short distance oflF, close to the 
modem house, large stone slabs had already been excavated, 
together with the fragment of an inscription giving the inventory 
of a temple. According to Mr. Calvert's plausible conjecture, 
this is the site called Thymbra as early as Homer, which in later 
times continued to be famous because of its temple of Apollo 
Thymbraios.^ At the present time this lovely spot is the only 
oasis in the deserted plain of the Skamander, and every visitor to 
Troy who gains admission here will in his later reminiscences 
forget the sandy ride and the melancholy clay huts of the villages 
in the recollection of the " Villa Thymbra " and its friendly 
host. 

9. Troy and its Inhabitants 

The excavations show the wonderful city in all its varying 
fortunes, during a period of some 1500 years. We learn 
that the hill of Hissarlik was continuously inhabited. In the 
time of its oldest settlements, in a period so remote that it can 
scarcely be reckoned even approximately, it had imposing palaces 

^ Strabo, xiii. p. 598. 
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and massive fortifications. After this it was inhabited for a 
long time by a petty population. Finally, in the days of the 
Diadochoi and under the Koman rule, a new era of prosperity 
dawned for Ilion and strove to give it back some of its old 
splendour. The tradition, general among the Greeks, that Troy 
had never been completely destroyed, but had continued on the 
old site, is thus shown to be well grounded and correct. This 
belief alone could suffice to refute the extraordinary theory which 
still insists that the site of the Greek and Eoman Ilion was 
originally a burial-ground. 

Captain K Botticher has issued numerous articles since the 
year 1883, as well as a separate monograph^ explaining that 
the " so-called citadel " of Hissarlik is not the ancient Ilion, but 
only a huge fire-necropolis. The successive strata of the hill 
are not, he says, the results of habitation, but of continuous 
cremation. The palace and all the houses of Dr. Schliemann's 
citadel would therefore merely be buildings in which the bodies 
were burnt and the bones preserved. The numerous vases with 
human faces were simply funeral urns like their prototypes 
the Egyptian canopi. The great fortification walls and gates are, 
according to Botticher's view, merely terrace walls with passages 
cut through them. The city to which this necropolis belonged, he 
says in conclusion, must have been situated in the plain, and have 
stretched on either side of the Skamander, perhaps as far as the sea ; 
its citadel was probably on one of the hills of the Hellespont. 

Even granting that one or two of Captain Botticher's points 
might at first sight appear plausible, it will be seen immediately 
that his theory as a whole is absolutely untenable. In Babylon 
there are real fire-necropoleis, which have, it is true, gradually 
formed a whole hill by their accumulated layers. But they 
correspond to the citadel of Troy only in their gradual growth ; 
they have neither colossal "teiTace walls" and gates, nor a 
monumental building within. The palace is of course the chief 
stumbling-block, and the grounds on which Botticher denies its 
existence are typical of his whole method. He asserts that the 
plan which Dr. Schliemann's architects published after the last 
excavations is not drawn from the actual remains, but made up 
from memory ; for during the excavations — so Dr. Schliemann is 

^ La Troie de Schliemann une NicropoU d incineration A la tnanih-e Assyro- 
hahylonicnne (Lou vain 1889). 
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said to have stated publicly in August 1882 — all measuring and 
drawing was strictly forbidden. This was true at the time, but 
permission was at last obtained from the Turkish Government 
in November of that year, and Dr. Dorpfeld returned to Troy, 
where he drew the plans undisturbed. This, however, was only 
a minor offence according to Botticher. He proceeds to accuse 
Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld of having manufactured the 
palace instead of discovering it In proof of this he appeals to 
the various travellers who in the seventies saw nothing on the 
hill but small houses and miserable walls. He further quotes 
the plans made at the time by M. Bumouf, which show a laby- 
rinth of petty walls on the site where the palace afterwards 
appeared. These walls divided the " palace " into numberless 
small mortuary chambers, says Botticher. Dr. Dorpfeld has had 
them all swept away, to obtain the large building which was to 
give a new character to his citadel. When it was urged that 
the palace of Tiryns, which was found two years later, had 
exactly the same ground-plan, the consistent sceptic explained 
that the citadel of Tiryns also was a home of the dead, that it 
had been completely closed all round, and had received doors 
and gates at the arbitrary will of its discoverers. And yet 
wherever Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld have assumed a 
passage, the old door-sills still lie in situ, or else the stone bases 
of the posts are preserved at the sides. 

Such an attack would have best been met by silence. 
Unfortunately, however, Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld noticed 
all Captain Botticher's wild theories, and thus bred in him 
increasing self-confidence. As letter followed upon letter during 
1889, Dr. Schliemann invited Captain Botticher to accompany 
him to Troy in the autumn of 1889, in hopes that the conten- 
tion would soon be laid to rest in presence of the actual, indis- 
putable facts. The invitation was accepted, and an arbitration 
took place with Captain Steffen and Professor Niemann as wit- 
nesses.^ Although these gentlemen testified to the absolute 
accuracy of the plans. Captain Botticher merely retracted his 
accusation of mala fides, and in a recent pamphlet^ published 

1 For an account of the arbitration, which took place December 1-6, and of the 
conference, which followed in the spring, see Appendix I. 

' Hissarlik vnt es ist, fiinftes Sendschreiben iiber Schliemann's Troja (Berlin 
1890). 
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since the arbitration, he reverts to his former position, and makes 
a fresh and vigorous attack on Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld 
on the old grounds. 

Captain Botticher can hardly expect to be treated seriously 
any longer. He might as well try to prove that the " so-called 
Acropolis " of Athens was itself but a fire-necropolis, the Propylaea 
the entrance to the cemetery, the Parthenon and Erechtheion its 
huge columbaria. It is time to dismiss all such theories as mere 
vagaries, and to paas to a consideration of what the splendid 
ruins can teach those who study them with an unbiassed mind. 

A universal interest has naturally attached to Dr. Schliemann's 
Trojan excavations, which promised to prove at last whether the 
groundwork of the Homeric poems was real or purely imaginary. 
What do they tell us about the citadel of Hissarlik, the 
nation that held sway there, and the war which is said to 
have taken place before its walls ? They show us a citadel 
of very small extent, like the Acropolis of Mycenae, Tiryns, and 
Athens ; it did not contain the whole city, but only the palace of 
the rulers. In all these cases the city lay at the foot of the hill, 
and at Troy it has almost completely disappeared. But the 
citadel, where we may trace the varying fortunes of the city, had 
been surrounded with strong walls by the first settlers, and 
received in its second period a stately circuit of fortifications 
protected by gates and towers, such as are found on no other site 
in the Troad or on the Asia Minor coast, at so early a date. 
Troy must therefore have held a prominent position not only in 
the Troad but on the whole of that Asia Minor coast, i.e, in the 
maritime intercourse of the Archipelago. It was certainly the 
capital of the country, and on account of its important position 
on the straits between two seas it would be called upon to enter 
actively into wider relations. 

When considered individually, the buildings and the objects 
discovered at Troy are found to occupy a middle position between 
the three great civilisations of the ancient world, the Assyro- 
Babylonian, the Egyptian, and the Greek. The use of brick 
corresponds to a custom that arose out of natural necessities in 
countries which, like the land of the Euphrates, had no stones 
but only alluvial deposit. In the same way the scarping of walls, 
which had its origin in Egypt, was necessitated by the poverty 
of the material. The later inhabitants of Asia Minor and of 
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Greece were sufficiently familiar with the rocky fonnations of 
this region to build excellently with stone. On the other hand, 
the form of the Trojan gates and palaces links this Asiatic brick- 
work with the western shore of the JEgean Sea ; for the plan of 
these gates is not only found again at Tiryns and at Mycenae, but 
it became the model for all subsequent Greek gate construction, 
and the Doric temple was developed from the analogous ground- 
plans of the royal habitations at Troy, Tiryns, and Mycenae. 

The presence of ivory and of jade proves intercourse with 
Central Asia ; the shapes of several of the vessels betray the 
influence of Egypt. But the " Mycenaean style " of decoration in a 
series of gold ornaments shows again the contemporaneous link 
with Europe. 

Thus the inhabitants of Troy are in a state of transition 
fi'om the Asiatic and Egyptian manner to the Greek. They build 
according to Oriental methods, which afterwards become the 
models for Greek architecture ; they procure their most precious 
objects from the East, from the South, and from the West. The 
common everyday utensils, however, such as cooking-pots, water- 
jugs, cups, and spools, are made on the spot. They are quite 
individual, without relation either to the one side or to the other, 
and so afford another proof of the transitional stage of a people, 
who have been too long separated from the pure Asiatic races to 
work in the Asiatic style, but have not yet adopted the Greek 
manner. And so in their home productions they create a style 
of their own. This explains why the diadems and ear-pendants 
of the great treasure and so many vase -shapes are without 
analogy elsewhere. 

We therefore must think of the people, whose king dwelt on 
the citadel of Troy, as long established in the country. Their 
architecture shows a period of marked development. It is all the 
more surprising that many stone implements should still be found 
in the second city. Tiryns and Mycenae, however, will show us 
that stone implements continued in use even in times of high 
artistic achievement. 

Decorative art in Troy is only in its first stages. With the 
exception of the primitive faces on vases and on stones, no 
representations of the human form have been discovered. Thus 
the objects found only scantily satisfy our curiosity as to what 
the Trojans looked like, how they dressed, or what their occupa- 
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tions were. The finds in Hanai-tepeh point clearly to an 
agricultural and pastoral life, such as a long occupation of the soil, 
and the fertility of the fruitful plain of the Skamander, were 
bound to bring to high perfection. 

The weapons found are lances, arrows, daggers, and axes, but 
strangely enough no swords. Yet it seems diflScult to believe 
that swords were not in use. Mycenae has probably only yielded 
them in such quantities because untouched graves were found 
there ; for in Tiryns, where the excavations have not hit upon 
any graves, no swords have been found, though this city was so 
closely connected with Mycenae both in date and situation. 
The same circumstance explains the absence of these weapons at 
Troy. 

It remains to discuss the character of the race that inhabited 
Troy, and the probable historical basis of the war described in 
Homer. As a necessary preliminary to the even partial solution 
of these questions, we must obtain some knowledge of the people 
who dwelt on the other side of the -^ean Sea, and whom legend 
calls the enemies of the Trojans. Their manner of life is so 
clearly reflected in the stately ruins of their civilisation both 
at Tiryns and Mycenae that a new light is shed at the same time 
on Troy. Yet even before we enter on this study we can accept 
one fact as incontestable : there existed on the site of Hissarlik, 
at a period far anterior to any we know of on Greek soil, a proud 
and royal city, mistress of sea and land ; and the singers of the 
Trojan War, just as they were familiar with Ida and Skamander, 
with the Hellespont and the Isle of Tenedos, knew also of this 
city, knew of its golden age and of its mighty downfall. 
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CHAPTER III 

TIRYNS 

i. Its Situation and History, Relation to Mycenm 

MYCENiE and Tiryns both lie on the borders of the great Argolic 
plain, which has given its name to the whole region ; for, accord- 
ing to Strabo, Argos is the Pelasgic for " plain." In a rocky and 
dry land like Greece a stretch of rich low-lying country would in 
itself appear a fortunate region, but when, like the Argolic plain, 
it also terminates in a deep sheltered bay, which affords unmo- 
lested access to the islands of the ^gean and to the treasures of the 
Anatolian coast, it is not surprising to find that the most ancient 
civilisation on Greek soil reached here its highest development. 

The chief stream of the plain is the Inachos ; the Kephissos, 
now c€dled Dervenaki, flows into it from the north. Near to 
their confluence, at the extremity of a ridge of hills that juts out far 
into the plains, lies Argos ; " it is the natural capital of the plain of 
the Inachos, and round it the life of the country must always have 
centred." So writes Captain Steflen,^ who in 1881 drew two 
excellent maps, one of the citadel and one of the neighbourhood 
of Mycenae, for the German Archaeological Institute. Tiryns and 
Mycenae lie opposite Argos^ on the eastern border of the plain. 
Tlie first is situated on a Ibw, flat, solitary rock, 85 feet high, 
rising from the marshy plain, at a distance of 1^ mile from the 
sea; Mycenae is 9^ milesA inland, on a spur rising from the 
N.E. extremity of the plain, in the valley of the Kephissos, 
and not far from the passes which facilitate intercourse 
between the Argolic and the Corinthian Gulfs. The hill of the 
citadel, which is protected by a few spurs, rises to the height of 

^ Haaptmann Steffen and Dr. H. Lolling. Karten von Mycenm (Berlin 1884). 
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911 feet, and is flanked by two still higher summits — the 
Prophet Elias (2646 feet) on the north, and the Zara (2160 
feet) on the south. 

Their relative situations explain at once the hostile attitude 
in which legend places the foreign founders of these citadels 
towards the autochthonous lords of Argos. At the dismember- 
ment of the old kingdom of Danaus, Acrisios receives Argos, while 
Proitos receives the Heraion, Mideia, and Tiryns. These sites 
accordingly passed for the most ancient. Mycenae was associated 
with them later on. During the reign of Megapenthes, son of 
Proitos, Perseus founds Mycenae, and makes the older neigh- 
bouring city of Tiryns its vassal.^ This relation between the two 
cities continued ever after. It comes out very clearly in the 
myth of the labours which Herakles, the Tirynthian, must 
accomplish for Eurystheus, King of Mycenae. 

The cities play no part in historic times. Only during the 
Persian wars eighty Mycenaeans are mentioned among those who 
fell at Thermopylae,^ and 400 Mycenaeans and Tirynthians took 
part together in the battle of Plataea.^ In 468 B.C. Tiryns and 
Mycenae were destroyed by the Argives, who asserted over the 
country a dominion which the position of their citadel gave them. 
After this the former royal capitals of the Achaeans are only 
known as ruins. But Mycenae, at least, does not seem to have 
been left as utterly desolate as ancient writers affinn. Dr. Schlie- 
mann had concluded from various indications that there was a 
new occupation of the citadel in the Macedonian age ; and the 
inscriptions found during the most recent Greek excavations 
have proved that from the third century B.C. a village (^cw/at/) 
existed at Mycenae for a considerable length of time. 

In other respects the excavations thoroughly confirm legend- 
ary evidence as to the relative ages of Tiryns and Mycenae. The 
walls of Tiryns give a greater impression of antiquity than even 
the most ancient portions of the Mycenaean fortifications. They 
consist of colossal roughly hewn blocks, and show no vestiges of 
later restoration. The Mycenaean wall, on the other hand, was 
built from the first with somewhat smaller stones, and was after- 
wards strengthened and restored at different times by a careful 
masonry either of square or polygonal blocks. 

1 Apollod. ii. 2, 1. Pau8. ii. 25, 6 ; 16, 2, 3. 
a Herod, vii. 202. » Herod, ix. 28. 



Ill TIRYNS 95 

It is difficult at first to understand how the hill city of 
Mycenae came to overshadow a city like Tiryns, favourably 
situated on the sea. This fact is not explained by the following 
remark of Aristotle, who says : " At the time of the Trojan War 
the land of the Argives, on account of its marshy soil, could only 
support few inhabitants, but the land of Mycenae, on the other 
hand, was good, and highly esteemed accordingly." ^ The finds of 
Tiryns and Mycenae point too clearly to a maritime civilisation, 
and to wealth obtained through commerce, for us to venture to 
explain the gi'eater or lesser power of these cities by the condi- 
tion of their soil. The real answer must be sought in the situa- 
tion of Mycense on a height between the Corinthian and the 
Argolic Gulfs. Especially since Captain Steflfen has shown in his 
maps a perfect labyrinth of Cyclopean road-tracks, all intended 
to keep Mycenae in communication with Corinth by the most 
varied routes, there can be no doubt that this mountain site was 
chosen in order to ensure the new city a twofold outlet for its 
activity, and that the amazing prosperity and power to which the 
city attained were the practical result of that endeavour. It now 
only remains to inquire what the starting-point of the founders 
of Mycenae was ; did they come from the Argolic Gulf, wishing to 
secure the Corinthian as well, or, coming from Corinth, did they 
aim at Argos ? It is difficult to accept Captain Steffen's view of 
the matter. He considered Mycenae to be an outpost of Corinth 
in its effort to reach Argos. He believes that another offshoot 
of the same people, who coming by sea had settled in Tiryns, 
now came into ArgoUs by land, through Corinth. On the 
contrary, it is more probable that the founders of Mycenae came 
from the Argolic Gulf, and established the city in order to facili- 
tate the road to the Corinthian Gulf. In the first place, Mycenae 
and Tiryns are too evidently allied by their situation, and too 
intimately connected in legend, for the close similarity of their 
finds to be explained by the accidental reunion of two peoples 
who, though originally belonging to the same stock, had become 
completely separated. Secondly, it is more difficult to see why 
Corinth, who by her unrivalled situation already commanded two 
seas, should have aimed at the Argolic Gulf by an overland route, 
than to suppose that a people who had a firm footing in the plain 
of the Inachos, pressed farther to the north in order to win the 

* Meteor, i. 14. 
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western sea. A rich field for trade was open in the west, 
towards the Ionian Islands, the land of the Phseacians. We 
must remember that legend names the king of Ithaca as one of 
the most faithful paladins of Agamemnon. 

We may therefore presume that the civilisation which began 
at Tiryns spread thence to Mycenae, where it reached its full 
development. Power and civilisation travelled here in an opposite 
direction to what they did in the Troad. The ancestors of Priam 
had a small fortress in the hills ; they became a mighty State 
only when they came down into the plain. In Argolis Tiryns 
first holds sway, then Mycenae grows in the mountains and over- 
shadows everything. This is why the finds of Troy always bear 
the stamp of inland fabrics, while those of Mycenae, with their 
ornamentation borrowed from marine plants and animals, find 
their analogy in the islands of the -^gean. 

The greater age of Tiryns makes it desirable to depart from 
the order of time of Dr. Schliemann's excavations, and to describe 
its ruins before those of Mycenae. This is the more necessary, 
as the most important excavations at Tiryns — those of the city 
walls and of the palace— often form the basis for our explanation 
of the similar buildings at Mycenae, which are much less well 
preserved. 

2, Walls aiid Gates 

In the spring of 1884 Dr. Schliemann, who had already sunk 
several shafts at Tiryns in 1876, undertook its complete excava- 
tion, and discovered in a good state of preservation the whole 
ground-plan of the palace with its gates and courts, its men's and 
women's apartments, and its walls still standing in some places 
3 feet high. The arrival of the summer heat stopped the work 
for that year. In the following year Dr. Schliemann entrusted 
the excavations to Dr. Dorpfeld. The work of this second season 
proved most interesting, and resulted in laying bare a great 
portion of the colossal enclosure wall, with its towers, galleries, 
and chambers. 

Tiryns is built on a limestone rock, only 328 yards long and 
109 yards broad, which rises, isolated on every side, 59 feet from 
the surface of the surroimding plain and 72 feet above the level 
of the sea. It falls several feet from south to north, and forms 
three terraces, which were utilised for different purposes in the 
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scheme of building, and which we shall respectively call the Upper, 
Middle, and Lower citadels. 

On the upper citadel, in the south, was situated the palace ; 
it occupied the whole space between the fortification walls ; on 
the middle citadel are some petty habitations much dilapidated, 
probably destined to the servants ; the lower citadel is not yet 
excavated. Its circuit is much smaller than that of the upper 
and middle citadels, and cannot possibly have enclosed the city 
belonging to the royal palace. It is much more likely that this 
city lay, as at Troy, at the foot of the hill. We cannot tell 



whether it was surrounded by a wall, or how far it stretched, as 
no excavations have been undertaken here, and they would 
probably be of little use in a region which has been unin- 
terruptedly cultivated for centuries. 

The circuit wall of the citadel is built throughout of very 
large stones. It is not scarped, and does not support a wall of 
clay bricks like the Trojan wall. It is well known that the 
ancients believed that King Proitos invited the Cyclopes to come 
from Lycia and build bis citadel walls. Such was the wonder 
they excited, that their erection could not be attributed to 
ordinary men. In reality several stones are 6 to 10 feet long by 
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mote than a yard both in height and in thickness. The stones 
are not, however, as was long commonly supposed, quite unhewn ; 
several of them have received a lower bed, others a smooth facing 
roughly worked with the pick-hammer. Moreover, they are not 
irregidarly piled up on one another, but have been arranged as 
much as possible in layers running right through (see Tig. 94) ; 
and liDally, tliey were not joined without binding material, as was 
universally believed up to the time of the last excavations, but 
they were bonded with clay mortar ; in places which have lately 
been laid bare the yellowish dust of the clay is being continually 
brought out by the lizards and rats which live in countless 
numbers in these walls. The walls are built of blocks of lime- 
stone, which was aho employed as a rule for the buildings inside 
the citadel. " This limestone has been quarried in the neighbour- 
hood of Tiryns from the rocks lying south and east, where one 
may still recognise the vestiges of 
ancient stone - quarries." A few 
stones give a clear indication of 
the manner in which they were 
' obtained. They show on their 
edge (sometimes right in the 
centre of the face, as in Fig. 95, 
96 — BTONE WITH A BOHE-KOLE sometuncs Iq the corner) a deep 
round bored hole, into which a 
thick wooden stave was introduced ; this was wetted, and as it 
swelled loosened the block. 

The strength and the structure of the walls vary in the 
different parts of the citadel Around the lower citadel the 
thickness is uniformly from 23 to 26 feet, and the elevation has 
been preserved to a height of 24 feet 6 inches. The continuity 
is only interrupted by a few niches, built on the inner side ; 
their exact purpose is uncertain. Around the upper citadel, on 
the other hand, the thickness varies from 16 feet up to the 
astonishing figure of 57 feet; moreover, the line of wall is 
here divided up by numerous projecting or re-eutering angles, it is 
fortified by towers, and pierced by galleries and chambers. The 
latter are best presei-ved in the southern portion of the wall 
(see Fig, 96). Here in the great tower at the angle of the -wall 
(A A on the plan of Tiryns) are two chambers closely adjoining ; 
they have no entrance on any side, and may have served as 



provision cellars, or more probably as cisterns. From the 
quantity of brick rubbish found inside these chambers, their 
upper structure must have been built of clay bricks. The 
adjoining south line of wall, the most massive of tlie whole 
circuit, was, before the complete clearance, thought to consist 
of two different portions; on a substructure 'S& feet thick a re- 
treating superstructure 14 feet 7 inches in thickness was assumed. 
This would leave a free space 21 feet 5 inches broad along the top 
of the lower wall in front of the upper wall. The long corridor 



a, VaiilUd chamber ; b, gallery wlti window d ; c, gallery with aUircast. 

or " gallery " of the upper structure, with the five doors leading 
from it, had long been known, but the object of these unique 
features was much disputed till an explanation offered by Captain 
Steffen gained universal acceptance. He suggested that these 
arches served as sallyports, by which the soldiers issued from 
the corridor on to the platform on the lower wall, in order to 
defend the citadel. But the thorough clearance of this portion 
of the wall undertaken in 1885 has meanwhile led to quite new 
results. It appears that there never was a platform along the 
top of the lower wall. In its place five separate chambers were 
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found, which, as is still clear in- some portions, had a pointed 
vaulted ceiling formed by the gradual converging of the stones 
of the side walls. Above these chambers the waUs must 
certainly have been built up to the same height which they had 
inside above the corridor and the staircase. 

The whole disposition of this new system can be understood 
from the ground-plan of the citadel (iv), with the additional help 
of the annexed transverse section (Fig. 96). From the great 
court F in the interior of the citadel a connecting passage which 
has not been preserved, though several indications point to a 
small portico with columns (E), gave access to a staircase D (c), 
leading with two bends down into the long corridor C (6), 24 feet 
6 inches lower. This corridor is from 5 feet to 5 feet 7 inches 
broad ; its western end is completely closed, the eastern end is 
lighted by a window (fZ), which, starting with the same breadth 
as the corridor, contracts towards the outside down to 4 inclies 
in the shape of a loophole. The ceiling of the corridor is formed 
by the converging stones of the side walls, so that it had the 
shape of a pointed vaulting. From the corridor five distinct doors 
whose sills are preserved led into five separate chambers. The 
two on the west are somewhat larger than the three on the east ; 
they have a depth of 17 feet 4 inches as against 14 feet 2 inches. 
These chambers, like the corridor, have a pointed vault produced 
by the convergence of the side walls, and perhaps had a window 
similar to the corridor. 

This whole system is exceedingly interesting through its re- 
semblance to that of the city walls of several Phoenician colonies 
on the north coast of Africa. The following illustrations (Figs. 97 
and 98) show a portion of the ground -plan of the east wall at 
Tiryns and a portion of that of the Acropolis wall of Carthage. 
Although at Carthage the corridor lies to the outside and the 
chambers to the inside of the citadel, the similarity, even in the 
dimensions, is so remarkable that it cannot be attributed to mere 
coincidence. We naturally are led to think of the various Phoe- 
nician settlements on the Greek coast of which legend and the 
new methods of comparative philology tell us. However, we 
need not suppose that the workmen employed by Proitos to build 
his walls were Phoenician ; the art of the Tirynthians goes back 
for its pattern to the same old Asiatic type which was adopted, 
consciously or unconsciously, not only by the Phoenicians, but also 



by several other nations of that time.^ With reference to the 
remarkable system of galleries and chambers in the Tiryns walls, 
Dr. DiJrpfeld writes : " They can no longer be assumed to have 
served a purpose of fortification, for even supposing that each room 
had a window wliich could serve as a loophole, yet within the 
whole southern wall only six combatants could have found stand- 
ing room for defenca And for six combatants so elaborate a 
construction would certainly never have been made. The 
chambers and corridors cannot have been anything but storage 




a, VaulUd chaniberB b gtller) 



cellars, in which all kinds of provisions and other objects could 
be conveniently and safely stored." 

A similar arrangement of chambers with a gallery behind 
may be seen in the south part of the easfwalL The view 
of this gallery in Fig. 99 also explains the distribution of the 
different parts of the south wall just described. The staircase 
in this east wall is completely destroyed ; but it can only have 
ascended from the corridor at the spot marked 2 in the plan, 
and doubtless opened out into the small colonnade J, which leads 
' See W, Dorpfeld in Tirj^ta, p. 325. 
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into the great fore-court F, so that both sets of chambers in the 
southern and in the eastern wall would directly communicate 
with this court. While the southern wall oiBfers no hint of how 
its huge upper superficies (57 feet broad) was utilised, whether 
dwellings or magazines were erected there, or whether only a 
broad rampart ran along it, four stone bases of columns preserved 
on the western or inner side of the eastern walls prove that 
a colonnade (probably a broad hall) was situated on this wall 
and opened on to the interior of the citadel. 

The same elaborate care has been bestowed on the various 
entrances which pierce these massive walls as upon the walls 
themselves. The chief ascent is a road on the east side. It 
rises to the citadel at an easy gradient by a ramp (A), which 
begins some way back to the north, and debouches exactly at the 
point of junction of the middle and the upper citadel. The ramp 
is 19 feet 4 inches broad, and this breadth is preserved for the 
upper part of the entrance passage between the walls ; but the 
lower part of this passage is reduced to 8 feet by blocks built 
up on either side. It is remarkable that no gate-portal seems to 
have existed here, for neither threshold nor posts have been 
found. This chief ascent is planned on the ancient strategicfil 
principle, in accordance with which the assailing enemy would 
have their unprotected right side exposed to the defenders. 

The last excavations brought to light a second smaller ascent 
(T on plan) on the west side of the citadel. For this ascent 
a separate semicircular structure was built in front of the angulai' 
trace of the wall which follows the shape of the palace. A great 
staircase winds up it inside. The massive structure is entered 
from outside by a gate 6 feet 6 inches broad (T) rising into the 
usual pointed arch. At a distance of 18 feet the stairs 
are reached; the first steps are cut in the rock, and up to 
the twentieth step they wind up through the natural rock (see 
Fig. 100). After the sixty-fifth step the stairs are completely 
destroyed ; farther on a portion of the substructure about 2 1 
feet long has been preserved. Most likely they opened out at 
V into the court Y at the back of the palace. From this point 
the little staircase X would give quick and easy access to the 
chief apartments. This side ascent by means of stairs, which 
afforded the inhabitants of the citadel a very convenient mode 
of communication with the Lower City, and occasionally a very 
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favourable sallyport, was absolutely inipreguable by the enemy, 
who would have found themselves shut in within a long narrow 
passage with certain death threatening them on all sides. 



Hesides this last ascent and the chief entrance, the citadel 
wall had two small gates or posterns, one on the west side of the 
middle citadel, and one at the northern corner of the lower 
citadel. 

3. Tiie Pakic( 

Of all the excavations at Tirj'ns the palace has yielded the 
most important results. It seems best, in examining all the 
various buildings in their order, only to mention at first what is 
peculiar to each, and to reserve to the end all general observations 
on the technique of tlie masonry or of the wooden posts and 
columns, and on the construction of the roof. 
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If we pass through the chief entrance, which, as remarked 
above, had no portals, and turn to the left, we find ourselves in an 
approach shut in on one side by the citadel wall, and on the 
other by the palace wall, which is here extraordinarily massive. 
At 49 feet from the chief entrance we reach the folding gate 6. 
If we can imagine these two walls occupied as they were mani- 
festly intended to be by defenders, we shall see that on this side 
also the assailants would have found it practically impossible to 
reach the gate. 

This gate {0) corresponds closely in material, construction, 
and even in dimension with the Lions' Gate at Mycenae. It is 
built of huge slabs of breccia.^ The large threshold, 4 feet 9 
inches broad, lies there intact ; the right door-post (10 feet 6 
inches high) is also preserved ; but the door-post on the left has 
had its upper portion broken off, and along with it the lintel, 
and all the upper structures have disappeared. The entmnce on 
the outside has a clear width of 8 feet 4 inches, on the inside of 
10 feet 4i\ inches, as each door-post is rebated at a right 
angle. The folding gates were fixed into the recess thus formed ; 
they opened inwards, and when closed rested against the pro- 
jecting part of the uprights, which thus formed a door-rebate or 
door-case. The closed portals were finally made secure by 
means of a huge round wooden bolt ; the holes meant to receive 
it can still be seen half-way up each post ; on the side of the 
palace the hole is only 1 foot 4|^ inches deep, but on the opposite 
side it passes right through the post into the outer wall of the 
citadel ; so that when the gate was open, the bolt could be pushed 
right back into the wall. 

If we pass through the gate, and continue our way in the 
same direction between the high walls, we find ourselves next in 
a fore-court, bounded on the east by the citadel wall with the 
covered colonnade; on the west we find a new large gate-way 
H. Its ground-plan is one with which we are already familiar 
at Troy, and which was adopted for all Greek gate -building 
down to the Propyla^a at Athens. It has an outer and an 
inner vestibule, and the wall which divided the two held the 
actual folding-doors. In Troy the vestibules have no columns 
in front, because, owing to the smaller dimensions, the architrave 

' Brcceiat a conglomerate of pebbles, used at Tiryns as freestone for door-sills and 
ante blocks. 



i 



106 SCHLIEMANN'S EXCAVATIONS chap. 

beams could be laid- across from anta to anta. But in Tiryns 
the great width of the gate (45 feet 9 inches) is quite sufficient to 
explain the additional support of two columns between the antae. 
The ground-plan of the building is absolutely certain ; the walls 
are still standing 18 inches above ground, and the four bases 
of the columns, as well as the great stone threshold, are all in 
situ : moreover, in the vestibules portions of a concrete pavement 
of pebbles and lime are preserved. The inner vestibule is some- 
what deeper than the outer one. A door in its northern side- 
wall gives access on the right to some inferior chambers, and to 
a corridor leading right up to the 'svomen's apartments. 

After leaving the great gate H, we find ourselves in the large 
court F, which reaches on the east and south to the citadel walls 
with their little colonnaded vestibules (E and I). The west side 
has been utterly destroyed ; the citadel wall must at some time 
have given way here, and caused a sort of landslip of all the 
western portion. Moreover, the ancient disposition of the interior 
of the court was almost entirely effaced by the building of the 
Byzantine church. On the north side of the court, close to the 
great gate H, a small side-door leads by the shortest way into 
the colonnade of the men's court. Westward, on the left, are 
two chambers, which must have been entered from the large court 
r, as there are no doors on their other sides ; but their front 
walls are completely destroyed. These may have been the guard- 
rooms. Next to these rooms comes the gate K, which in spite of 
its ruined condition shows the same plan as the great gate, but 
its dimensions are smaller. Tlie inner vestibule can be approxi- 
mately measured, and gives us 36 feet as the breadth of the gate. 

This second gate closes the entrance into the court of the 
men's apartments (a). This court brings us close in front of the 
chief rooms of the palace. Hitherto the way has been one con- 
tinuous ascent ; while the threshold of the gate (0) of the upper 
citadel is 70 feet above the level of the sea, that of the great 
gate H of the palace is 80 feet 6 inches and that of the 
following gate (K) 84 feet above the sea-level. And from there 
to the steps of the entrance to the men's apartments the ground 
rises further to 85 feet 10 inches. The court forms a rectangle, 
measuring 51 feet 7 inches by 66 feet 4 inches. It has a very 
solid concrete floor, the composition of which can be clearly seen 
at the spot where Dr. Schliemann sunk a deep shaft in 1876. 



Dr. Dorpfeld says of it : " Lowermost on the rewhlai tliere is a 
stratum of stones and lime, 1^ inch to 2^ inches thick, a sort of 
Bcton, intended as a secure basis for the actual concrete ; above 
it follows a second layer about 1 inch thick, consisting of pebbles 
and a very solid reddish lime ; uppermost lies a layer of about 
f inch thick, made of lime and small pebbles, and affording a 
most durable concrete." ^ This concrete floor is skilfully laid so 
aa to form a fall for carrying off the rain-water towards a point 
on the south side, whence it escaped by a drain. The court, 
according to its Homeric epithet of " the fair porticoed," is sur- 
rounded on all sides by porticoes. On the south side next to the 
inner vestibule of the gate was a two-columned portico only half 
the depth of the vestibula Both on the west and on the east 
side was a portico with three columns, on the north side was the 
vestibule of the men's chamber. Exactly in the middle of the 
south side of the court lies a quadrangular block of masonry, 



in which a round hole was discovered at the time of the last 
excavations ; when this was excavated " it was found that the 
circular masonry only reached to a depth of 3 feet Further 
down, there were neither side walls of masonry nor any artificial 
floor. As the hole, conseqiiently, could not have been either a 
cistern or a well, it must have been a sacrificinl pit." - Probably 
it is an altar in the shape of a sacrificial pit (Fig. 101). In 
Homer an altar of Zeus is mentioned in the court of the palace 

' Tiryni, p. 203. ' Ibid. p. 339. 
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of Odysseus.' and the existence of one can be proved in the old 
palace on the Acropolia at Athens. Up to now pits have only 
been found in tlie AsklepieioQ at Athens,' and in the temple of 
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the Kaheiroi in Samothrake* They may have been more general 
in very ancient ritual than was the case later on. 

On the north side of the court, and on exactly the same 

 Oil. xxu. 332-336. ' KOIiler, Allira. Milll.fil. ii. p. 223 to end. 

* Uidersitchungen an/ Samolhrnkc, i, p. 20 auil ii. p, 21. 
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axia, are situated the men's apartments (M ou the plan ; see also 
Fig. 102). Two stone steps, an enrichment which is only found 
here, bring one up into the vestibule ; the bases of its two 
columns and of its two antfe are still well preserved (Fig. 103). 
The vestibule is connected with the ante-cliamber by three doors, 
whose three thresholds still lie in situ. Between each, and to 
the right and left in each of the walls, stood massive wooden 
uprights ; the doors were not as usual placed behind the thresh- 
old, but were set forward in the threshold itself, so that when opened 



103. — ENtKANCE TO THE VESTIBULE Ot THE HE! 

the wings of each of the doors rested against the uprights. In 
this way they did not stand out awkwardly behind and get into 
the way of the inmates. In order to match this wooden crosa-wall 
both the side walls of the vestibule were wainscoted with wood. 
Traces of grooves on the stone wall suggest that it was cased 
with wooden boards fastened by dowel-holes ; besides, the side- 
walls, on one of which is a splendid alabaster frieze to be 
described later on (p. 117), became 1 foot 3 J inches thinner imme- 
diately behind the antie, thus clearly pointing to a casing in some 
other material. 

It is very remarkable that the bases of the columns stand 
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back the whole depth of the upper step from the line of the antae. 
Consequently the beams which the columns supported did not 
lie on the front of the antae but receded somewhat. We know 
from the finds at Mycenae that the columns of this style of 
architecture thickened towards the top. But, given the above 
relative position of the bases, this swelling is by no means 
considerable enough to bring the front of the capitals of the 
columns in a line with the front of the antae. We are therefore 
led to assume that tlie antae advanced considerably beyond the 
architrave, and passed upwards beyond the architrave and the 
superimposed frieze, a system which we shall meet with again at 
Mycenae in the facade of the bee-hive tomb excavated by Mrs. 
Schliemann. 

The following ante-chamber is of about the same depth as 
the vestibule. The door in its left side-wall opens into a conidor 
leading to the bath-room. Exactly opposite the entrance a 
doorway in the north wall gives access to the megaron. As this 
doorway had no contrivances for fixing door- wings, it was probably 
only closed by a curtain. In the middle of the megaron, just as 
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at Troy, is the big round hearth, here surrounded by four pillars 
which helped to support the roof. The concrete floor of the 
vestibule and of the megaron has a design composed of scratched 
lines; its pattern is shown in Fig. 104. "In the northern part 
of the hall there are still distinct traces of red colour on the 



in TIKYNS 111 

lai^er central squares of the concrete. On the small strips 
separating these are faint traces of blue. Heuce the floor was 
originally of a bright simple carpet pattern." ' 

In later times a building was erected on the site of the men's 
apartments. Its foundations show a rectangle stretching from 
the north-west central pillar of the megaton to its east wall in 
one direction, and in the other to the entrance of the vestibule.' 
In all probability this building was the temple of which some 
architectural fr^ments, among others a Doric capital (Fig. 133), 
have been discovered.* 

It baa already been mentioned that in the west wall of the 




ante-chamber a door opened into a corridor which gave access, a 
little farther on, to the bath-room, one of the most interesting 
portions of the palace (Fig. 105). The floor is formed by one 

' W. Ditrpteld, Tiryru!, p. 225. 
* For the other sides tlie old walls were utilued. 

' This Inter bnilding ia not shown on the accompanying [ilan ; it maj be teea In 
plan ii. of " Tiryna." 
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gigantic block of limestone, 13 feet 1 inch long, over 10 feet 
broad, and averaging 2 feet 3^ inches in thickness. This gives 
a weight of about 20 tons. Its projecting rough edges ran 
under the masonry of the wall. Its exposed surface is worked 
so as to form close to the walls a border about 4f inches to 5^ 
inches broad, raised ^ inch above the well -polished rectangle 
in the centre. At fixed intervals along this border are found 
two holes close together; their object was doubtless to receive 
wooden dowels serving to fasten panels of wainscot lining 
the whole of the walls. The two holes on each side of every 
wider interval must have belonged to the same panel, which 
they would secure at each of its corners. This wooden lining on 
the inside might have led to the supposition that this room was 
a reservoir, but a door in the south wall shows that this cannot 
have been the case. This door is not actually preserved, as the 
whole of that wall has been destroyed ; but its former existence 
may be safely inferred from the fact that there are no dowel-holes 
and therefore no panelling along a great portion of this wall. 
The central portion of the great block of the floor is well polished, 
and forms a fall which let the water run off at a point in the 
east side. In the north wall there are two round holes, which 
were probably destined to hold the great earthen jars full of 
the oil so commonly used by the Greeks for anointing after 
the bath. 

A corridor skirts the bath-room, and winds in many zigzags 
round to the women's apartments, which exactly correspond in their 
arrangements to those of the men. We again find ourselves in a 
great court partly surrounded by porticoes : within these are traces 
of benches fixed against the wall. On the north side of the court 
is the chief building, composed of a vestibule and a large hall (0). 
On account of the smaller dimensions (breadth 18 feet), there 
are no columns either in the vestibule between the antae or in 
the hall round the hearth. The vestibule has side doors both on the 
left and on the right. In the centre of the hall was situated 
a square hearth, and on the walls there are traces of painting, all 
the more interesting because in the other rooms the fragments of 
painted plaster are no longer on the walls, but were foimd fallen 
on the floor. 

The women's megaron also is surrounded by a corridor — it leads 
to some apartments lying parallel to the megaron on the east. 
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Among these a large chamber with an ante-room is the most 
remarkable; it may have been the bedchamber of the royal 
couple. South of this chamber, in the two long and narrow 
rooms adjoining one another, were probably the stairs leading up 
to the upper floor ; presumably they began at the east end of the 
southern room, and ascending in a westerly direction, passed into 
the next room, where they would continue to rise from west to 
east till they reached the next story. 

Quite in the north-east comer of the enclosure wall of the 
palace were several rooms of varying sizes which probably 
served as treasuries, armouries, etc. South-east of the women's 
court is another court; and again south of this a labyrinth of 
walls has been discovered; but it is impossible to reconstruct 
their original ground -plan with any certainty. It is interesting, 
however, to note that amongst them are several traces of other 
very ancient walls, which, in opposition to the whole of the rest 
of the palace, have the same orientation as the great Propylseum 
(H). It would appear accordingly that the plan of the latter 
was a survival from an earlier stage in the building of the 
citadel. Traces of an older epoch have been found in various 
parts during the excavations, and especially in tlie north-west 
corner, where about 10 feet below the later floor, and even 
under parts of the circuit wall, a floor of clay concrete exactly 
similar to the one at Troy was discovered, along with walls built 
of rubble, and fragments of a rough monochrome pottery. There 
can be no doubt that the palace lately excavated does not 
represent the first settlement on the citadel, but is only the last 
stage in a development of incalculable antiquity. It is well, 
however, to emphasise the fact that the circuit wall has nothing 
to do with the earlier settlement, but belongs to the later 
palace. 

We will now examine some of the peculiarities of the 
buildings described, in order to gain a clearer insight into the 
method of construction of their most important portions. 

Lime is used at Tiryns and at Mycenae in every wall and 
every floor; never, however, as binding material, but only as 
plaster. As such it was indispensable, for walls bonded with 
clay, or built completely of unbaked bricks, could not long have 
resisted the destructive effects of the weather. 

It has often been stated that the antae and the columns were 

I 
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of wood, but the proof of this has not yet been given. Practically 
it is based on three observations. First, the antae bases of the 
vestibule of the megaron (see Fig. 103) cannot have carried 
other blocks, nor yet stone or brick masonry; they have a 
smoothed surface deeply sunk and pierced with dowel-holes ; this 
surface could only have carried wooden boards. Secondly, the other 
antae bases whose surface is not worked in this characteristic 
manner, but only smoothed, cannot have received a stone super- 
structure, because it is inconceivable that when twenty-six of 
these bases have been preserved not a single block of the antae 
itself should be preserved. Thirdly, the traces of fire are most 
stroDg exactly at the portions under consideration ; the surface 
of the bases, both of antae and of columns, is reduced to the 
condition of lime just round the shaft; and when there are 
portions of wall near the antae, the stone-rubble has likewise been 
reduced to lime, while the binding clay has become a shapeless red 
mass, and the bricks have been vitrified. 

At Troy and at Mycenae the wooden posts of the antae rested 
on a base-stone scarcely raised above the level of the floor, and 
so differed from the antae at Tiryns, where the base is usually 
2 feet high. The manner in which these bases were prepared 
and the dowel-holes bored can be distinctly traced. The 
vertical outer surfaces are sawed. The saw was not, however, 
carried straight through from side to side; but, as may be seen 
in the drawing of the anta base (Fig. 103), the stone was 
sawed from three sides, each time almost to the middle, when the 
piece that remained unsawed was broken off. The curved marks 
made by the saw, and the shape of the portion broken off, which is 
that of a spherical triangle, prove, as Dr. Dorpfeld remarks, that the 
instrument was not held by two people, one at each end, and drawn 
backwards and forwards, but that " it had the shape of a knife, 
which a single workman held by the handle, and with the point 
of which he made the incision." The thickness of the saw may 
be ascertained in some places from the width of incision it made ; 
it was about -^ inch. The instrument must consequently have 
been of metal, and since iron has not yet been discovered in 
any of these sites, it must have been of bronze. " The saw," 
says Dr. Dorpfeld further on, " certainly had no teeth, for only the 
verv softest stone can be cut with the toothed-saw; the hard 
limestone, and particularly the breccia of Tiryns, belong, however. 
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to the class of hard stones which can only be cut through with a 
smooth saw and extremely sharp sand (emery). . . . When the 
stone was sawn some inches deep, the piece to be removed was 
struck oJBf as far as the incision reached, and the sawing was 
begun anew. It is of these separate incisions that the still visible 
curves remain on the stone. This primitive method of sawing 
had the effect of leaving the surface not quite even, but often 
very warped. On this account, too, the antse seem to have been 
all covered with lime-plastering, although traces of this coating 
remain only on some of them.'* ^ 

Besides the antae bases of the vestibule of the men's megaron, 
this method of sawing may also be recognised on the antse bases 
of the great Propylseum, and those of the vestibule of the 
women's apartments. The saw was also probably employed for 
the harder sorts of stone, such as the compact limestone and 
breccia of which almost all the antae and door-sills are formed. 
The surface of the softer sandstone blocks employed for the bases 
of columns and the walls inside the megaron and other rooms is 
too much weathered to allow any definite conclusion as to the 
instruments with which they were dressed. 

It is, however, clear that the softer stone was dressed in a 
different manner from the hard stone, from the different shape of 
the dowel-holes in the different materials. Thus, while the soft 
sandstone had square holes cut with a sharp instrument, the dowel- 
stones of the hard limestone and the breccia were made with the 
auger; indeed, the drill-auger would be needed, and we have 
many proofs that this instrument was known to the ancients. 
The lower end of the drill-auger used at Tiryns must have been 
a hollow cylinder, and was in fact like a strong reed. Emery 
was employed as with the saw, and the rapid twirling of the 
drill bored a cylindrical hole in the midst of which a stone 
core remained standing. This was afterwai-ds broken off; but 
as it naturally did not always break exactly at the bottom, a 
stump was often left, which now affords us this interesting ex- 
planation of their method of boring. 

We now pass to the description of some isolated fragments 
of the interior decorations of the palace ; in the first place 
the frieze of alabaster, and then the remains of the wall- 
paintings. 

^ Tirynsy p. 264. 
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This frieze was found, as already stated, in the vestibule of 
the men's megaron, occupying with its seven slabs the whole 
length of the lower portion of the left wall. It was at first 
thought from several signs that the frieze could not originally 
have been intended for this place. A narrow slab alternates 
with a wider one, and the narrower projects beyond the broader, 
just as in the frieze of a Doric temple the triglyph slab projects 
beyond the metope. Now if the frieze originally belonged here, 
then the concrete floor should have been cut out to fit into the 
broken line of the frieze. This is not, however, the case. The 
concrete floor is cut off in a straight line in front of the frieze, 
and its edge skirts the projecting slabs, and leaves in front of the 
receding ones a gap which has just been filled in with sand. 
Quite as primitive was the filling of the gap behind the slabs. 
Since these were only 6 inches to 8 inches thick, they could 
not fill in the foot of wall space, which was probably reserved, 
as we saw, for a wood panelling, and the space thus left was 
filled in with dihris. However, though all this goes to prove 
that the wall and the concrete were not actually prepared to 
receive the frieze, and that consequently this portion of the 
building was not originally decorated with it, yet (and such is Dn 
Dorpfeld's latest opinion) the frieze may have been made for the 
vestibule at the time of some thorough restoration of the old 
building, and it need not be assumed that it had been placed 
elsewhere first. 

The pattern in its main lines is one which is frequently found 
in the My censean style of ornamentation (Fig. 107), an elliptical 
palmetto divided into two lialves by a vertical band. Only in 
this case the pattern is much richer ; on the centre field are rows 
of rosettes, and round the palmettes is a band of spirals re- 
sembling plaited work. The middle of the rosettes and of the 
spirals, and the dentils which form the frames of both, are 
inlaid with another material, and there can be little doubt 
what this material really was. In Homer a splendid frieze of 
kyanos is mentioned in the Palace of Alkinoos : " Brazen were 
the walls which ran this way and that from the threshold to the 
inmost chamber, and round them was a frieze of blue " ^ (Kvavo^). 
By cyanus, however, as the researches of R. Lepsius and of Professor 
Helbig prove, we must understand not blue steel, but smalt, i.e, a 

1 Od. vii. 86, 7. 
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glass paste coloured blue with copper ore. Quantities of objects 
made ot it have been found in Egj'pt, and it also appears in the 
layei-3 of the Mycenaean period for every kind of oroaments, such as 
pearls, necklaces, etc These blue pastes must have had a splendid 



effect on the white alabaster. A similar frieze seems to have 
formed the main decoration of apartments in the Mycensean period. 
Quite lately the excavations at Mycenas have shown us that there 
also, wherever a frieze had not been actually let into the wall, a 
painted band in imitation of one ran round the room. 
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The wall-paintiugs wliich have been found in fragments in 
several of the rooms of the palace, especially in the megaron of the 
men, were executed al fresco on the wall-plaster. Dr. Dtirpfeld 
has recognised this from observing that the brush bad sometimes 
entered into the lime, leaving the painted surface rough to this day, 
while the surrounding part 
is smooth. Only four colours 

are employed— white, yellow, | 

red, and blue ; green and all 
half tones are wanting. Their 
wealth of forms exhibits 
all the varied systems of 
Mycenaean ornamentation, 
and accordingly finds its 
analogies now in My cense, 
now in Orchomenos, at times 
also in Menidi or in the 
islanda For example. Fig. 108.— wall-falitino in tub PiLAcs. 

108, giving a portion of a 

border earned out in the four 
colours mentioned, shows 
the pattern on the ceiling of 
the tomb at Orchomenos 
combined with rosettes and 
tlie familiar frame of dentils. 
In Fig. 109 we see the char- 
acteristic heart-shaped orna- 
ment, which appears also on 
the ivory slabs from Menidi. 
Fig. 110 shows the net-like 
pattern which is so often 
found on the vases. Finally, 
in Fig. Ill we have the dief 
d'ceuvre of tlie wall-paintings, 
the great bull with the so-called acrobat on its back. A mighty 
bull is galloping at full speed to the left. Its body is painted a 
yellowish colour with many red spots. The short head with big 
round eyes carries a pair of strong horns, curved to the front. A 
man balances himself on its back, just touching the animal with 
his tight knee and the tip of his toe, while he throws his other leg 
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high up into tlie air, and holds od to the bull's horn with his right 
hand. His other hand is laid in front of his body. The dress of 
the man cannot be clearly made out ; on his knees and above hia 
ankles are several bands, ■which at first are not easy of explana- 



tion. The whole background is painted blue. The bull was 
apparently spared out on the original ground, and its contour 
brought out by a thick blue line, while the man was painted over 
the blue ground. The painter originally sketched 
in the tail and the forelegs differently, and then 
L painted his mistaken attempt over. We now 
f pass to the meaning of the picture. Up to now 
the man has been explained as an acrobat, such 
as Homer describes leaping on to the back of 
112.— COIN or horses in full career,' and here performing the 
OATAKA. same feat on a bull. On the other hand. Dr. 

Friedrich Marx lately tried to make another interpretation prob- 
able, by pointing out a very interesting analogy.' On Greek coins 
from Catana in Sicily (Fig. 112) we find a man-headed bull with a 
figure surprisingly like the acrobat of Tiryns on its back. Here 
the bull must be a river-god, as is so frequently the case in the 
most widely distant parts of the Greek world ; and the man on his 
back would then probably be one of the Sileni, wlio as personifica- 
' n. IV. 679. ' Jahrbttdi, 1889. 
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tions of streams and springs often appear in the train of river- 
deities. The remarkable similarity in the representation suggested 
that the bull and the man of Tiryns might also be river-divinities. 
This interpretation might have led to most important results with 
regard to the nationality of the inhabitants of Tiryns. Howfever, 
the remarkable finds of the summer of 1889 have led us back 
again to the original conception, and afiford us at the same time the 
desired information about some of the peculiarities of the picture, 
especially about the curious rings on the man's legs. The Greek 
Archaeological Society have, through their representative M. 
Tsountas, excavated' a domed grave at Amyclae near Sparta, and 
there, amongst other very important objects, two gold cups have 
been found. At the time of their discovery Dr. Paul Wolters 
sent the following short account of the subjects they represent. 
"They unquestionably give us scenes from everyday life, and 
represent the capture of mighty bulls, which we must imagine to 
be in a half-wild condition. On the one cup we see a palm-tree 
under one of the handles, which partially covers it, then farther 
on to the right a bull rushing furiously to the left. He has 
caught a man on his powerful horns, and throws him headlong to 
the earth. By the side of the bull another man is falling to the 
ground : apparently he has not been knocked down, but thrown 
oflT the bull's back. Not only in Mycenaean, but in any art, the 
treatment of these scenes would deserve the highest praise. Their 
value is specially enhanced by the fact that they offer us what 
was previously unknown in this style, careful representations of 
men in comparatively large size, and in good preservation. The 
peculiar costume, which could only be guessed at in the smjiller 
representations, now becomes clear. The men have long hair, 
and are naked except for a thick projecting girdle, from which 
hangs a little apron both before and behind. Further, they wear 
shoes with slightly tumed-up points, which are tied half-way up 
the calf by horizontal thongs. 

" The whole scene reminds us vividly of the wall-painting at 
Tiryns (the buU). Not only the general character of the scene, 
but the strong build of the bull and the costume of the men, 
find here their closest parallel. For it seems certain that we 
must restore the figure of the ' acrobat ' from the men on the 
cups ; these only differ from the former in having no bands round 
the knee. After the new find every one will admit that the 
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traces of yellow colour on the thighs are the remnants of the 
little apron. 

" It is important to emphasise these points, as they refute Dr. 
Marx's interpretation of the Tirynthian painting, an interpretation 
which, could it be proved, would be of the greatest importance to 
the whole question of Mycenaean civilisation. The shoes and 
the apron worn by the man would alone suffice to weaken a 
mythological explanation, and this falls to the ground completely 
in presence of the scenes on the gold cups. 

" Further, we must note two cut gems from Mycense found 
during the recent excavations, and to be shortly published in the 
Ephemeris} Of these, one repeats the scene of the fresco, except 
that the animal is standing still, and is apparently not a bull. 
The other shows a man in the act of swinging himself on to the 
back of a bull. We shall not need to attribute any mythological 
meaning to these scenes when we remember the evident tendency 
of Mycenaean art towards representing the objects and events of 
daily life." 

Dr. Wolters is surely right. The bull is no river-god, and 
the man on his back is only^an ordinary mortal trying to capture 
the animal. Still, it remains a striking fact that the motive 
which the Sicilian Dorians of the seventh or sixth century repre- 
sented on their coins is the same as the one which had been 
employed by the Tirynthians many centuries before. Even if 
this analogy does not prove the two races to have had the same 
origin, it yet shows that there was close intercourse between them 
and a continuous tradition.^ 

-^. The Separate Finds 

The excavations at Tiryns have not been very productive in 
single finds, and what little has been brought to light consists 
almost entirely of fragments of vases and of terra-cotta figures. 
A study of these objects is chiefly valuable as establishing the 
marked difference between the pottery found in the oldest 
settlement and that which comes from the later palace. It has 
already been stated that in the north-west corner of the upi)er 

^ Published Eph. Arch. 1888. Pin. 10, 34 and 35. 

* These cups have since been published in the Ephemeris Archmologike. A 
drawing from the plate is given in Appendix II, with a few remarks supj^lementary 
to Dr. Wolters' account. —(Tr.) 
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citadel, where the big stairs open, traces of an older settlement, 
consisting of rough walls and a concrete floor of clay, bave been 
found 10 feet below tbe level of the adjoining portions of the 
palace. On this spot vases and jugs were dug up wbicb have 
their nearest analogy in the earthenware vessels of Troy, especially 
in those of the first and second settlements. A few of tlie 



principal objects will suffice to support this assertion. The 
liand-made vessel of Fig. 113 has, in common with many of the 
Trojan vases, perforated projections through which a string was 
passed to serve as a limidle. The clay, whicli is of a reddish- 
yellow, is fairly well baked. A terra-cotta cup without a foot is 
given iu Fig. 114. Hound its upper edge is laid a stripe 
decorated with rough round impressions. This laying on of a 
clay stripe, on which impressions have been made obviously 
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with the finger, is a Trojan practice. Similar stripes are seen on 
the fragment in Fig. 115; here they are decorated with con- 
centric circles, and the so-called " herring-bone " pattern, both of 
which are also found at Troy. The dish in Fig. 116 marks an 
advance ; it has been made on tlie potter's wheel ; like the 
preceding vessels, it reminds one of the Trojan finds. A thread 



spool (Fig. 1 1 7), wliicli, like the earliest ones found at Troy, shows 
as yet no attempt at tniitatini; the human fonn, afibrds once more a 
striking analog)' to tliose from the oldest Trojan strata. A few 
terra-cotta whorls, some rough knives and arrow-heads of olisidian, 
aa well as a bead of cobalt-glass, were found in the oldest layer. 

It is quite needless to conclude from the agreement between 
the oldest Tirynthian and Trojan finds that the same people 



originally lived in these two places, or even that a common 
market supplied both with closely analogous objects. Not only 
are these rough primitive vessels found in Troy, Cyprus, and 
Tiryiia, but similar shapes have come to light in Himgar)-, in 
Mecklenburg, in Lower Sax- 
ony, in Upper Italy, in France, 
and generally in every spot 
where the excavator's spade 
reaches the oldest strata. They 
are the forms which occur 
naturally to all nations, how- 
ever far apart, when they have 
to fashion the utensils necessary 
for the simplest needs of life. 
We may accordingly consider 
the oldest layer at Tiryus to 
represent a period iu which men 
ate. and drank out of home- 
made pottery, and only pur- 
chased the objects made of lis.— v^bb with "stibbdf handle" 
uncommon materials, such as 
knives or arrow-heads of obsidian, from some itinerant vendor. 

On the other hand, the finds from the palace, like the ^all- 
paintings, bear everywhere the impi-esa of the Myeeuieaii civilisa- 
tion. The vases, indeed, do not belong 
to tliat older Mycenaean pott«ry which 
I the "shaft-graves" have preserved for 
us, but correspond to the types found 
"outside the graves," One shape char- 
acteristic of this class is the so-called 
" Bugelkanne," a jug with a stirrup 
handle, of which Fig. 118 gives an 
intact instance. The stripes around 

119.— VA8E (size 1 : 2). ..u i j r ^l i 

the body of the vase keep recurring 
with different variations, or enlivened by connecting members. 
Thus in Fig. 119 we see a vase adorned with broad and narrow 
stripes, receiving additional zigzag lines on the shoulder. The 
following wood-cuts show tlie various forms of the other connect- 
ing patterns. In Figs. 121-123 the vertical inembers connecting 
the horizontal bands are disposed so as to form a frame which is 
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filled in now bywave-liiiea (Fig. 121), now by squares (Fig. 122), or 
by plain thick dots (Fig. 123). In Figs. 121 and 122 these broad 
vertical members support on each side a semi circular or semi-ellip- 
tical ornament, and thus form a pattern similar to the leading motive 
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of tliealabasterfrie3e(Fig. 106). This conception of two symmetrical 
figures to the right and left of a vertical centre field is seen more 
and more to have been a leading motive tliroughout the whole 
mnge of Mycen«an art It may be that it underlies the relief of 
the celebrated gate with its column guarded on either side by a 



12 



lion rampant. The fragment in Fig. 125, however tiny, is aafficient 
proof that the pattern of the wall-painting of Fig. 110 reappears 
on the vases ; and the long-necked hirds so common iu this class 
of vases are, as we should expect, found here also (Fig, 124), 




(siM 1 : 2). 

Next to the ordinary low cup without a foot, the moat usual shape 
for drill king- vessels is that of Fig. 120 ; moreover, it predominates 
in all other finds of the Myeenfean period. 

Numerous terra-cottaa have been found, similar to those so 
coDunon at Mycenie and kindred sites ; they represent a female 
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figure with arms raised in the shape of a sickle, or else clasped 
tc^ether in a circle (Figs. 126, 127). Dr. Schlieinann aawhere an 
allusion to the shape of the half moon and the full moon, which 
he brought Into relation with the Argive Hera, tracing her 
back to the old Pelasgic moon-goddess lo. Without accepting 
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the premises on which this conclusion rests, we must yet 
admit the possibility of these figures being idols. The figure 
with long robes and a rich breast ornament in Fig. 129, and the 
woman apparently engaged in kneading bread of Fig. 128, prove 
that the modelhng of the human form was already much better 
understood than the idols could lead us to suppose. As in spite 
of this the more primitive forms kept on being steadily reproduced, 
this fact can be best accounted for by assuming some old traditional 
custom necessitating the reproduction of ancient cuUtis images; 
consequently it is highly probable that these figures do represent 
the image of a goddess. 



The group of finds first meDtioiied showed us that the oldest 
settlement on the hill of Tiryns reaches back to a time when 
almost all objects of daily use were of a rough home-made manu- 
facture. The second group proves that the palace discovered at 
Tirj-ns belongs to that great period of prosperity which active 
commercial intercourse between the various coast-towns fostered 
at one time in all the lands of the Greek sea 
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It is this period which has received its character and its name 
from the finds of Mycenee. At Tiryns we not only get a glimpse 
into this great epoch, but also into the one that followed it It 
has long been observed that although the vases of the Mycenaean 
style are followed by those of the so-called " Dipylon " style, the 
two coexisted side by side for a time, till the culture of Mycenaa 
gradually left the field clear for that of the Dipylon. Juat as the 
Mycemean vasea are called after the place where they have been 
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chiefly found, so tlie Dipylon vases are named alter the great 
double gate at Athens, which leads to the street of tomba. 

The chief diiference between them and the Mycenaean vases 
is that a system based on angles takes the place of one based 
on curves ; instead of spirals we have the raffiander, instead of 
wave-lines we find zigzags. As in the later Mycenffian vases, 
so here seaweed and polyps have completely disappeared. On 
the other hand, figures are more frequently attempted than was 
hitherto the cose, but they have a rude and clumsy appearance 
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which leaves them very far behind what the Mycenteans had 
achieved in this line. 

The clay of tliese vases is much rougher than that of the 
Myceniean pottery ; the paint used is always lustrous. 

Many fragments of Dipylon vases have been found in Tiryns, 
a sign that the citadel continued to be inhabited for a considerable 
length of time after the decline of the Mycensean period. In this 
case, again, we shall only give quite a few examples. Fig, 130 
sliowe, in the midst of a maze of horizontal and vertical zigzag 
lines, women carrying bunches of liowers, and holding one another 
by the hand. Only two women have been preserved on the 



fragment ; but the remnants of another figure on the right, where 
the breakage occurs, shows that several were represented, and we 
probably have tlie picture of a round dance or chows. Fig. 131 
gives as a contrast to this feminine pastime the more earnest 
occupation of the men. A man is walking in front of a hoise, 
which he is probably leading by the bridle. His waist is even 
more tightened in than that of the women, and his chest forma 
a complete triangle. A sword is sticking out horizontally from 
his girdle. Under the horse, simply to fill up the space, a fish 
is painted, and by the side of the man, as well as above and 
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below him, all kinds of ornaments have been introduced for the 
same purpose, a mseander, a swastika or hooked cross ^, and 
several lozenges with a dot in the middle. 

Besides the vases of the Mycenteaii group and the Dipylon 
vases, some fragments have been discovered at Tiryns of a style 
not hitherto found elsewhere. They represent a transition 
between the Myeenaan and the Dipylon vases. The most note- 
worthy instance is given in Fig. 132. On the left we see a 
horae with very stiff legs, with large round eyes and a fluttering 
mane. The reins are visible in his mouth, but the horizontal 
lines above his back do not seem to be their continuation ; along 
with the four arches which support them, they probably merely 
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help to fill up the space, just like the two spirals farther u] 
Under the horse is a dog, no less wooden in appearance ; his tai 
curls up into a spiral. la front of the horse are two men, bol) 
in the same attitude ; their left hand is raised and holds a smal 
round shield, and their right holds the .4pear ready for hurlinj 
Their legs are as thin as sticks, their nfutil is very mticli drawi 
in, but not shaped as on tlie Dipyloa vases. The men an 
drawing themselves back to gather strength for the throw 
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From their hips hangs down a long strip, which has been 
explained, probably correctly, as the tail of an animal's skin 
thrown over their back. The drawing of neck and head is 
particidarly primitive ; the neck is very long and stiff, and the 
head consists almost entirely of one huge round eye. 

The whole scene is painted in brown lustrous paint on a 
light yellow ground, but above the varnish white body colour has 
been copiously used for inner markings and dottings. The draw- 
ing of the figures with their thin legs and wooden attitude comes 
very near to the Dipylon vases. A glance at the " acrobat " in 
the fresco of the bull, with his well-developed muscles and easy 
gliding attitude, will suflSce to show how completely this later 
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drawing differed from the Mycenaean. In other respects, however, 
the design of the vfise belongs to the Mycenaean period — white, 
for instance, is not employed in the Dipylon vases. Genuine 
Dipylon painting also had the horror vacui, but where in our vase 
the empty space happens to be artificially filled up, as above the 
back of the horse, it has been done with Mycenaean ornaments. 
We may therefore consider this style of painting as transitional 
between the art of Mycenae and that of the Dipylon. 

After the cessation of the Dipylon period Tiryus must have 
remained empty and deserted for centuries, for after the Doric 
temple, built in the middle of the megaron. which may belong to 
the seventh century B.C., the traces of habitation first reappear in 
Byzantine times ; numerous Byzantine graves have been found on 
the southern portion of the citadel, and a Byzantine church in the 
great courtyard of the palace F. These Byzantine ruins were 
the reason why Dr. Schliemann's excavation of the real Tirynthian 
palace was distrusted for a time, just as his discovery of the real 
site of Troy had been distrusted before. Mr. Penrose, who has since 
the publication of his famous work on the Athenian Acropolis held 
a leading position among archaeologists, had visited Tiryns with a 
correspondent of the Times, and thought that the excavators had mis- 
taken rude mediaeval masonry for masonry of the heroib age. In the 
spring of 1886 several articles to this effect appeared in the Tivus. 
The matter was discussed at a special meeting of the Hellenic 
Society ; Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld came from Athens 
expressly to attend it. It appeared that the mistake was due 
entirely to the church and other Byzantine ruins, on which it 
was supposed that the excavators relied to support their theor}'. 
Explanation was easy, and the objections made were withdrawn. 
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CHAPTER IV 

MYCENiE 

1, Situation and Fortifications of the Citadel 

All that is known about the origin and history of Mycenae has 
been told at the beginning of the preceding chapter, where it was 
shown that this city was a daughter or younger sister of Tiryns, 
and owed to her favourable situation between the Eastern and the 
Western seas a wealth that became proverbial and a power that won 
her the foremost position in the oldest age of Greece. 

Our present knowledge of the former importance of Mycenafi 
rests in the first place on the excavations of Dr. Schliemann. In 
the year 1876 the pit graves filled with gold were opened, and 
afibrded the fullest illustration of the life and habits of the lords 
of the citadel. Captain Steffen's map of Mycenae in 1881 marked 
a further and welcome advance ; and a most important supplement 
to the work was added by the excavations of the Greek Archaeo- 
logical Society in 1886 to 1888, when the palace was dis- 
covered on the summit of the citadel, as well as a number of 
graves situated either within or close to the area of the city. 
These last results are reserved for the end of this chapter. 

The two high peaks, the Prophet Elias and the Zara, between 
which Mycenae lies, are separated by the ravine of the Chavos. 
This brook closely skirts Mount Zara in a westerly direction, and 
then bends sharply round to the south. About 150 yards nortli 
of the bend begins another ravine, that of the Kokoretza, which 
bends in a westerly direction towards the Kephissos. In the 
angle thus formed by the two ravines the soil rises to an isolated 
height of 912 feet; it was this spot which was selected for 
the hill of the citadel. On the east a narrow saddle 100 feet 
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lower joins the citadel hill to the Prophet Elias ; on the west an 
insignificant depression connects it with the long stretch of hill 
extending from north to south, upon which the chief portion 
of the ancient lower city, including the famous bee-hive tombs, 
was built. 

Behind the above-mentioned saddle, 400 yards east of the 
citadel wall, and at a height of 1282 feet, rises a copious 
spring, evidently the celebrated fountain of Perseia mentioned 
by Pausanias, which furnished the citadel with water. The 
aqueduct, which between spring and citadel had to pass over a 
saddle 836 feet high, would notwithstanding reach the interior 
of the fortress with a moderate fall, as the corner of the north- 
west wall has an altitude of 817 feet at the outlet. A water- 
supply under pressure, which would have been possible under the 
circumstances, could hardly be e^tpected in those early times. 

Exactly north of the citadel, and on the same side of the 
Kokoretza, are to be seen several traces of the ancient road-tracks 
which went from Mycenae to Corinth in three branches. They 
are either cut in the rock or are supported by Cyclopean 
masonry. When the road had to be carried across a stream, 
bridges which may still be seen were constructed in the same 
masonry, with small passages for the water — so small that several 
are generally found close together. These passages have pointed 
arches, constructed with side blocks converging towards the 
top, while a great block covers the top. The roads are only 
about 1 1 or 1 2 feet broad, and, unlike our modern roads, are not 
taken up a hill or down a valley gradually and by the most 
regular incline, but are kept horizontal as long as possible, and 
then carried across the obstructing feature with a sudden rise or 
descent. The narrowness of the roads, as well as their peculiar 
engineering, shows that they were not intended for the traffic of 
carriages, but only for beasts of burden. Moreover, no wheel- 
marks have been discovered, except close to the city, on a line 
which in all probability joined on to the great high road to Corinth. 
This road probably followed at that time the same direction as 
ever since, along the Kephissos and past Cleonai ; for this very 
reason, however, there is absolutely no trace of it left 

The roads are often protected by forts, which sometimes com- 
pletely cover the road, and thus could easily bar its passa^ ; 
sometimes they are situated a little distance oft* the road, in which 
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case they are usually built on a commanding spot. Apparently 
several towers protected the great high road in the neighbourhood 
of the modern railway station at Phichtia. But the most im- 
posing remains of a watch-tower are to he seen on the summit of 
Mount Elias ; they consist of a circuit wall, a well-preserved gate, 
and the ruins of a number of dwellings. 

The fortifications of the citadel of Mycense form an almost 
equilateral triangle ; one of the angles is turned to the east, while 
the side subtending it forms the front which dominates the lower 
city, and is pierced by the chief entrance, the celebrated Gate of 
the Lions. Opposite the Lions' Gate in the north-east comer is a 
second smaller gate. 

The wall of the citadel has been preserved, almost along its 
whole circuit, with the exception of the southern line over the 
steep incline to the Chavos stream, where a short piece has been 
swept away by a landslip. With its many salient and re-entering 
angles and its numerous projecting towers, the wall follows the 
edge of the hill. Three kinds of masonrj' may he distinguished 
in its structure. That which is apparently the oldest, and in 
which the greater part of the circuit has been built, closely 
resembles the masonry of the walls of Tir}'us. Limestone blocks 
only slightly hewn or even quite unhewn are heaped one on another ; 
only the slighter dimensions of the blocks throughout the structure, 
and here and there the occasional introduction of a well-hewn 
block, betray a later period (Fig, 1 34). Another style of masonry 



is employed for the entrances and the towers of both the gates, 
as well as for the tower (C) on the middle of the south-east 
line. Here carefully hewn rectangular blocks are laid on one 
another in regular courses (Fig. 135). The third style, which 
is found south of the Lions' Gate near to the circle of graves, 
farther on in the same line, in the great tower (B), and finally 
at tlie north-east point of the cii'cuit, is composed of polygonal 
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blocks fitting together with the most accurate joints (Fig. 136). It . 
remains to find out the relation of the second and third kind of 
masonry to the first. 

The coursing with rectangular blocks occurs again in the 
Tholos buildings of the lower city ; these belong without a 
doubt to the Mycenaean period. This kind of masonry therefore 
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need not signify a later restoration of the walls ; seeing, more- 
over, that it has only been employed in much-exposed places, it 
may very well have formed part of the original plan, and have 
had the object of giving additional strength to the most 
important points. In that case it would be unnecessary to 
suppose that the Gate of the Lions was erected, as has been 
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suggested, at the time of a later restoration of the fortifications. 



It would, on the contrary, be of the same age as the walls. 
This view, however, is not yet placed beyond all doubt. 

It has always been held certain that polygonal work marked 
later restorations. Although this assertion can nowhere be 
proved true of the Mycenaean period, it yet holds good in the 
case of all other Greek wall masonry from the seventh to the 
third century B.C. Now close to the circle of graves the line of 
the circuit wall forms a bend ; this curious projection, which in 
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itself is sufficiently remarkable, is constructed in polygonal 
masonry. It was therefore natural to suppose that we had here 
an alteration in the natural line of wall, caused by the circle of 
graves. It was thought that the burial-place had originally been 
outside the walls, and was enclosed within them at a later 
period. This view has now turned out to be erroneous. The 
wall running east of the circle of graves cannot, £is was thought, 
have been the original citadel wall, but was intended from the 
first merely as a support to the terrace above it ; while the citadel 
wall on the other side must, from the shape of the rock-surface, 
have always run along the edge of the ravine, outside the burial- 
place. Originally, however, the wall may have formed a less 
marked bend ; at the time of a later alteration, its course may have 
had to be accommodated to the ring of slabs newly erected round 
tlie ancient graves. 

The thickness of the wall varies from 10 to 23 feet in 
the places where both the inner and outer line can be still 
discerned. Two portions, however, in spite of the complete 
destruction of the inner line, show, from the lie of the ruins, an 
original thickness of as much as 46 feet. This great variation 
of breadth is clearly explained by the walls of Tiryns, which are 
so much better preserved. There the broadest portions contain 
galleries, similar to our casemates, and probably constructed for 
the same purposes 

The experience gained at Tiryns has led to the discovery of 
traces of a similar gallery in the north wall of Mycenae. 
Another presumably existed in the south line. The nature of 
these inner passages and chambers was probably much the same 
as tliat of the similar contrivances at Tiryns. 

Both the gates of the citadel are planned in such a manner 
that a narrow approach between wall and tower must be traversed 
before the actual entrance is reached. The assaulting enemy 
would here have been exposed to missiles from both sides. The 
approach to the Lions' Gate is 27 feet 10 inches broad; the gate 
itself, which is somewhat narrower at the top than at the bottom, 
has a clear breadtli of 9 feet 1 inches to 9 feet, and a clear height 
of 1 feet 4 inches. In the colossal lintel are still to be seen the 
deep round holes for the hinges ; in the threshold the hinges fitted 
into quadrant-shaped holes, and at the place where the wings of 
the gate met when closed there is a great rectangular depression (12 



IV MYCEN-ffi 141 

by 1 5 inches). On the exterior of the threshold there is a curious 
hole, almost triangular in shape ; according to Dr. Schliemann, one 
like it is also to be seen in the great gate at Troy ; its object is 
not yet explained. The uprights likewise have several holes 
whose purpose is not very obvious ; a large square hole on the 
right received the bolting beam. 

While in Tiryns, after passing through the gate, a long 
passage specially favourable for defence had to be traversed, in 
Mycenae there is only a court 13 feet square, formed by two 
side walls, whose extremities turn inwards at right angles for the 
distance of 3 feet, and, with the help of further small projections, 
form two small sentry-boxes — one turned towards the gate, the 
other towards the interior of the citadel Behind the most 
northern of these side walls, close to the gate, and accessible by a 
small doorway, is a recess 26 feet square. These small comers 
were probably reserved not so much with a strategical purpose, as 
for the daily guard in times of peace. 

Far the most interesting and important part of the gate is 
the celebrated relief of the lions which adorns it. In order to 
lighten the pressure over the lintel, a triangular space was 
reserved in the wall ; this space was closed by a slab worked in 
relief. The slab is of a hard greyish limestone — anhydrite, 
according to a chemical analysis. The place whence this stone is 
obtained is not yet known. The relief represents two lions 
rampant, heraldically opposed, with their fore-paws resting on two 
bases or altars placed side by side (Fig. 137). The traces of 
dowel -holes show that the heads were fastened on separately ; 
probably they faced the spectator. Between the animals is a 
column of remarkable shap^^ It stands on a stone plinth over 
the point of contact of the two bases ; it increases in thickness 
towards the top, and is crowned by a curious capital, composed 
of a fillet, cyma moulding, roll, and abacus. Over the latter are 
four round discs, and these again are covered by a slab shaped 
like an abacus. The discs are obviously meant to imitate the 
ends of beams, and we actually have here the different members 
of wood construction translated into stone. Thus the slab or 
abacus above the bigger roll of the capital represents the beam 
of the architrave, which reached from one column to the other. 

^ The best publication is in Arch. Zeitung, 1865, Taf. 193, p. 1. An instructive 
section of the profile of the column is given here. 
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Upon it rested a roof of beams in rough-hewn timber, and these 
again were covered by planks, laid parallel to the architrave 
and forming the floor of the upper storj'. 

The meaning of the column between the lions is not yet 
satisfactorily explained. The introduction of animals as supports 
reminds us of the Assyrian custom of sculpturing lions or griffins 
as guaixiians on each side of a gate. In Phrygia, moreover, 
Professor Ramsay has found two lions, exactly similar to those 
of Mycenae, on either side of a column above the door of a rock 
tomb ; ^ and on a carved ivory handle from Menidi we seem to 
behold a faithful copy of the great relief of the gate. All this 
forbids our looking upon these lions as the special heraldic device 
of Mycenae ; still less ought we to indulge in interpretations 
resting on a deep symbolism. For the rest, Egyptian monuments 
show us Anubis as guardian of the tomb, symmetrically repeated 
on each side of the central post of the entrance. 

When compared with Assyrian sculpture, the technique of 
tlie Mycenaean relief produces a much more natural effect. 
Both exaggerate the inner bone structure, so that the joints are 
visible through the flesh, but in the Mycenaean lions the grada- 
tions of the muscles are more softly modelled, and the varying 
projection of the relief gives a more plastic expression to the forms. 

The gate was first cleared down to the threshold by Dr. 
Schliemann. The relief, on the other hand, had been visible 
from time immemorial, and has always been quoted as mai-king 
the first stage in the history of Greek art.^ It has long been 
well known through casts.* 

The other gate of the citadel in the north wall is smaller 
than the Lions* Gate, and has a simpler ground-plan. The outer 

^ Professor Ramsay has found as many as eight of these heraldic groups of lions 
in Phrygia (see J, H. S. iii pi. 17, 18, pp. 18, 256). Generally they guard a 
column, once also they place their paws against the image of the goddess (Cybele) 
herself {J, H, S. v. p. 242). In a Study of Phrygian Art {J. H. S. ix.), p. 
371, Professor Ramsay maintains ''that the idea of the lions as guardians of the 
gate arose in a country where Cybele was worshipped, and where the dead chief was 
believed to be gathered to his mother the goddess. . . . The Phrygians adapted an 
old oriental heraldic type to represent this idea. ... In the interchange of artistic 
forms and improyemeuts in civilisation which obtained between Phrygia and the 
Greeks, the lion-type (jassed into Mycense during the ninth, or more probably the 
eighth, century b.c." 

* Mrs. Mitchell, A History of Ancient Sculpture ^ j). 154 ; Friedrichs-Wolter, 
GipsabffUssef pp. 1-3 ; also Baedeker's Greece^ p. Ixxv. (R. Kekule). 

' There is a fine cast at the South Kensington Museum. 
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approach, formed in this case also by the city wall on the left 
and a strongly projecting tower on the right, is barely 10 feet 
broad. This is also the width of the gate itself. Above its 
lintel a triangular slab, this time left unsculptured, closes the 
relieving space. 

S. Lower City. Tlie Bee-hive Tombs 

Both at Troy and at Tiryns the existence of a lower city was 
inferred chiefly from the fact that the citadel was completely 
occupied by the king's palace ; at Mycenae, on the other hand, 
there are actual traces of a settlement adjacent to, and dependent 
on, the royal fortress. 

The wall of the lower city branches oflf from the two 
extremities of the south-western side of the citadel triangle. 
Like the oldest portions of the citadel walls, it is of Cyclopean 
construction, but it is only some 6 feet thick, and large 
portions of it are completely destroyed. Apparently the wall 
ran along the ridge of the adjoining hill in a southerly direction, 
was pierced by a gateway at its southern end (at Makry 
Lithari), and then passed along the eastern slope of the hill back 
to the citadel. The area thus enclosed was 1000 yards long, with 
a breadth of only 275 yards. This space, however, by no 
means represents the whole lower city, but rather its original 
limits, which were soon too small to contain the increasing 
population. The same house or terrace walls, almost always of 
Cyclopean masonry, which crowd the walled portion of the city, 
are also found in great numbers far beyond its limits, both on 
the other side of the Chavos, on Mount Zara, and more especially 
on the other side of the Kokoretza on Mount Elias. Moreover, 
far beyond the walls to the south and south-west were the 
only two ancient fountains which have yet been found. 

The most important features in this extensive lower city are 
the large, vaulted, " bee-hive " tombs, commonly called treasuries ; 
two of these are within the old city enclosure, the other four 
outside it to the west and south-west. 

The biggest and best preserved of these is the so-called 
Treasury of Atreus,^ situated about half-way down the eastern 
slope of the hilL The building consists of a long entrance 

^ Known popularly hs the '*Tomb of Agamemnon" {Mycencpj p. 49; and 
Baedeker's Greece, p. 255). 
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paasage {dromon), a large vaulted chamber {tholos), and a small 
square chamber adjoining' it It^ peculiar constniction is shown in 
the following woodcut (Fig 138). The passive AB leads horizon- 
tally into the hill from an artificially constructed terrace. BC 
is the deep doorway to the bee-hive vault, from which a little 
dixiT li gives access to the small side-chamber. The approach 
is 20 feet broad and 115 feet long. Its sides, as they rua 



inwards, rise with the slope of the hUl. They are revetted with 
the same massive ashlar masonry which is employed for the 
angles and gates of the citadel fortifications. At the end of the 
dromos we find ourselves in front of the vertical fai^de wall, 
about 46 feet high. Its architectural structure can still for 
the greater part be made out. Some notion of its appearance 
may be obtained from the illustration, showing the second biggest 
of the bee-hive tombs (see below. Fig. 140). The door itself is 
17 feet 9 inches high, 8 feet 9 inches broad at its base, and 8 
feet 1 inch at the top. It is framed by a moulding of three 
fancue or bands, which, as is so often the case in the Mycensean 
and Tiryntbian buildings, have been made not by carving but by 
sawing the stone. Close to the door on low square plinths stood 
dark grey alabaster half columns of curious shape. The frag- 
ments found show a shaft thickening towards the top, round 
which ran a spiral band, with triangles and lozenges carved on it 
in relief. A fragment of the capital has been known for many 
years, but has only lately been recognised as such ; it was 
formerly considered to be a base (Fig. 139).' Its resemblance to 
the capital of the Lions' Gate makes this new view practically 
certain. This capital is composed of a curving cymatium or 

' Tb«ae fnigmenta of shaft and capital aie now in the Brittsli MuHum. A 
restonttiau is given at the end ofthia chapter (p. 268). 



concave moulding adorned with lancet-shaped leaves, then follows 
a broad roll or echinos, on which spirals alternate with lozenges, 
then a second smaller con- 
cave moulding with a slab, 
and finally the (^xicus. The 
lower moulding with its leaf 
pattern closely resembles 
the capitals of the Temple 
at PEeatum. The capital 
found at Tiiyns also has 
marked analogy to them. 13»-— HALF-cAPiraL raoiiTaB FAqim of the 

^■' 80-CALLHD OBiVE OF ATHIUS. 

Dr. Fuch&tein is therefore 

of opinion that probably we have in the Mycensean capital the 

first stage in the development of the Doric capital' 

The columns doubtless carried a cornice which lay along the 
upper edge of the door-IinteL Not a fragment of the cornice 
remains, but we are able to conjecture its shape from the frag- 
ments of cornice of the second bee-hive grave, and shall discuss 
it in this connection. In order to relieve the door-lintel of 
pressure, a triangular space, the sides of which are 10 feet long, 
was reserved in the massive wall, and closed by horizontal 
courses of slabs of red porphyry, decorated with spirals. The 
slab which filled the apex and a few fragments from the middle 
courses have been found and are in the Polytechnic Institute at 
Athens." 

This rich framing of the door was not enough. All round it 
the fa9ade, as the many dowel-holes show, wad coated right up to 
the top with another material, perhaps with variegated marbles or 
with bronze ornaments. If we try to picture to ourselves this 
facade with its polished square masonry, its many-coloured 
marble coating, and its elegant bronze decorations, we feel that 
the age was one not only of advanced technique, but capable 

' Dot dmHtche CapiUll — Otto Pttchsteiii ; Programm z. Winckelmannfeste, 1887, 
p; 51. 

' The angle slab from tbe right comer U !□ the British Museam (Cat, No. 1). 
Profe««or Middleton (J. H. S. IS86, p. 168—" A suggested reatoratioD of tbe great 
hall in the Palace of Tiryna ") Dotes Chat this marble fragment aCTorda an illiutration 
of the alabaster frieze studded with blue paste found at Tiryns. In this fragment 
"each spiral in the central bend was once set with a small boss, probably of glass, 
which in every case is now lost, though the marks of the cement used to fix the 
false Jewel are still visible." 
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of appreciating refined splendour in decoration. And the con- 
ception grows when we consider what the facade coreraL The 
^l/x^r-linteU answering to the unusual depth of the entrance 
passage, conisLstd of two huge blocks, the innermost of which 
projects far beyond the door on both sides; it is 29 feet 6 
inches long, 16 feet 6 inches deep, and 3 feet high; these 
measurements represent the colossal weight of about 120 tons. 
Great mechanical ability in quarrying and conTe}'ing stone must 
have been necessary to hew out such a block and bring it to the 
Hpot, and then to work it so accurately and lay it so carefully. 

In the middle of the entrance the holes for the hinges of the 
foMing-<loors have been presented, and on the sides are many 
dowel-holes, partly connected with the actual doors, partly no 
doubt meant to receive bronze decorations. 

Passing to the interior, we find ourselves within a large and 
impressive circular vault. Its lowest diameter and its height 
are each about 50 feet. The construction is not that of the 
later dome, where the stones are wedge-shaped, and the joints run 
towards a common centre, but the vaulting is formed by thirty- 
three horizontal courses, gradually becoming narrower as they 
ascend, and closed at the top by a single slab. With the 
building there went on an accumulation outside of excavated 
earth and stone, and with this the vault was finally covered over. 
Within, the stones are cut to follow the spring of the vault, and 
most carefully polished, so that the upward flow of the lines from 
floor to apex is nowhere interrupted. This simplicity, this fusion 
of wall and roof, makes a powerful impression. " The artificial 
space produces the efiect of a natural vault, simply from its 
proportions, adjustment, and texture," says Professor Adler.* 

The stone layers become thinner towards the top, and from 
the third layer upwards are to be seen small and large holes 
regularly distributed, some of them with bronze nails still fixed 
into them. Large holes, produced by two borings close together, 
are to be seen, according to Dr. Dorpfeld's latest examination, over 
the third, fourth, and fifth layers, close on the joint, at intervals 
of 3 feet 5 inches to 4 feet, while small holes occur in the 
middle of the fifth course, between the sixth and seventh courses, 
and so on with the other courses, up to the seventeenth, at hori- 
zontal intervals of about 32 inches. Higher up nothing can now 

^ Preface to Tiryns, p. xzxix. 
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be clearly distinguished. A fixed scheme cannot as yet be made 
out ; but it seems certain, at any rate, that the holes did not serve 
to fasten metal plates, with which it was at one time thought the 
whole room had been cased. Had this supposition been correct, 
then a row of holes running one above the other, and serving to 
fasten the extremities of the plates, would have been found near 
the door-frame, where the plates terminated. But this is not the 
case, and Dr. Dorpfeld is doubtless correct in his conjecture that 
just as in the so-called "Treasury of Minyas" at Orchomenos 
bronze rosettes in groups of five 1 • ] • ] were distributed in the 
vault, so also at Mycenae the dome was decorated by larger and 
smaller ornaments, arranged according to a fixed pattern. 

A side door, with a similar framing to that of the chief 
entrance, and relieved like it by a triangular space, led from the 
large domelike structure into a chamber cut in the rock. Many 
vestiges remain to show that this chamber was not originally 
left as rough as it is now. Lord Elgin's engineer saw on the 
walls remains of a rubble masonry, which, as at Orchomenos, 
would be revetted with sculptured slabs. An important indica- 
tion of this is afibrded by small pieces of alabaster slabs said to 
have been found in the Treasury of Atreus, and now scattered 
about in the Museums of Athens, London, Munich, and Berlin. 

In Orchomenos, the exquisite slate ceiling of which an 
illustration is given further on (Fig. 290) was found in a chamber 
corresponding to the one under consideration. In the centre 
of the Mycenaean chamber there is an almost circular depres- 
sion, 3 feet in diameter and 2 feet in depth, cut into the 
rocky ground. In spite of its unusual shape, we must recognise 
in it the actual site of the grave. The interpretation of these 
buildings as " treasuries " and not tombs was never quite satis- 
factory, and has been completely disproved since the excavations 
at Menidi, near Athens, in 1879 }delded a similar structure, 
within which were found six corpses lying undisturbed with all 
their ornaments about them.^ Besides, no prince would ever 
have kept his treasures outside the walls of his citadeL How- 
ever, the rich mode of burial of that period might well induce 
in the fortunate discoverers the belief that some powerful 
king had here deposited in safety his most valued possessions. 

While the smaller chamber thus enclosed the actual grave, 

^ Kbhler, Das Kuppelgrah ton Menidi, 



14B SCHLIEMA^TX'S EXCAVATIONS CHAf. 

and was probably never opened except to admit a new corpse, 
the great vault in front of it was doubtless devoted to the cult of 
the dead. It was and remained easily accessible ; the rich &cade 
and the expensively built approach conclusively show that the 
entrance to the vault was not blocked up after the reception of the 
bodies. This entrance was only closed up, after the desertion 
of the citadel, by a deposit of earth brought down by the rain of 
centuries. 

On the same slope of the hill there lies, farther to the noith, 
facing obliquely towards the Lions' Gate, a second bee-hive tomb, 
not much inferior in size ; it was excavated by Mrs. Schliemann, 
and is generally named after her (Fig. 140). Unfortunately, 
only the central part of the building has been cleared down to 
the ground ; but even so it enables us in many poiats to supple- 
ment our previous observations on the structure of these tombs. 
Tlie best and completest description of this building, and of the 
other tholoi, is due to Professor Adler.* On the supporting side- 
walls of the approach several covering-stones have been pre- 
served, which project somewhat beyond the walls ; they give us 
a further proof that this approach was never meant to be blocked 
up. The facade was richly constructed with various kinds of 
stone. The half-columns are of dark green alabaster, and have 
Doric flutings ; as the impressions left in the walls show, they 
thickened towards the top. Unfortunately none of their capitals 
have been found. They carried a projecting slab of bluish-grey 
marble, on which little circular discs are car\'ed in relief They 
can only represent, as already remarked in connection witli the 
relief of the lions, the ends of the round wooden beams which 
formed the roof. Thus, what in wood architecture were structural 
elements are transformed here into features which are merely 
omamentaL The outer door-lintel is of leek-green marble. The 
relieving triangle above it was closed on the outside by thick 
slabs of red marble ; inside it is still completely walled up by 
rows of flat square slabs, a strong proof that the triangular space 
was never used as a window. The upper breadth of the door is 
about 7 feet 1 1 inches ; it is thus only 2 inches narrower than 
in the Treasury of Atreus. The whole lintel consists of three 
slabs, in the centre one of which the pivot-holes of the folding- 
doors are visible. The innermost block runs far into the wall 

^ Preface to Tiryns, pp. zxix.-xliv. 
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on both sides, and joins a stone course of the same height, run- 
ning right through ; while in the remaining courses the blocks are 
very much lower, and are cut almost like slabs. The upper 
courses have fallen in. On the walls no nail -holes for bronze 
decorations have been found. Moreover, this tomb has no side 
chamber. 

Four other bee-hive tombs lie, still unexcavated, on the western 
and north-western slope of the city hill. In all of them the vault 
has fallen in, and only the upper portion of the facade shows 
above the ground. During the Greek excavations of the year 
1888 another of these tombs, bringing up their number at 
MycensB to seven, was found among a quantity of small, miserable 
graves, which, in contrast to the royal mausoleums, undoubtedly 
represent the graves of the people. These tombs will be described 
further on. 

Besides those at Mycenae we know of only five other tholos 
structures on Greek soil. Three have already been mentioned in 
this and the preceding chapter; they are those of Menidi in 
Attica, of Orchomenos in Bceotia, and of Pharis near Amyclae in 
lAConia. The fourth is at the Heraion near Argos, 2^ miles 
south of Mycenae, and the fifth and last is at Volo in Thessaly. 
All five have now been excavated ; and we see in all of them 
the architecture of the Mycenaean tombs, although somewhat less 
elaborated. Moreover, the objects found all bear the impress of 
that stage of civilisation which we are accustomed to call 
Mycenaean. Thus we have, in the shape of these remarkable 
burial structures, a characteristic belonging exclusively to that 
highly developed period. Professor Adler traces the shape back 
to Phrygia, where, according to Vitruvius, the inhabitants 
of the valleys lived in similar underground chambers. They 
erected these, it appears, by *' excavating a pit on a hill, and 
setting up posts over it in a conical form. These posts they 
bound together at the top, then covered them with reeds and 
brushwood, and finally piled over them the greatest heap of earth 
they could bear; the entrance was made by cutting a passage 
from outside. Such dwellings are very warm in winter and very 
cool in summer." 

The analogy is certainly significant. Men in all ages have 
fashioned the dwellings of the dead in accordance with those of 
the living ; but the dead are conservative, and long after a new 
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generation has sought a new home and a new pattern for its 
houses, the habitations of the dead are still constructed in 
ancestral fashion. 

3. The Shafi-araves 

Only a few steps from the Gate of the Lions, on the right of 
the way leading to the upper citadel, is a circular space enclosed 
by upright slabs; within it, in the year 1876, Dr. Schliemann 
discovered the celebrated graves with their astounding wealth of 
gold. He himself opened five of them within a few months, 
and a sixth one was found immediately after his departure. His 
excavations at that time were almost entirely confined to this 
spot. The trial shafts which he sank in all parts of the citadel 
showed that here the greatest depth of dibris had accumulated, so 
it seemed probable that the undermost layers would be in a good 
state of preservation. 

Fortune favoured Dr. Schliemann from the beginning. At a 
distance of 40 feet from the Lions' Gate he dug a trench 113 
feet square, which thus almost exactly covered the circle of the 
graves. The first stelai were discovered after only a few days, 
and in the following weeks treasure after treasure was revealed 
in the depths. 

The diameter of the circle is about 87 feet; and the ground 
enclosed by the circle had been levelled. The precinct wall 
is formed by two rows of vertical slabs about 3 feet distant 
from one another, and connected at the top by horizontal slabs. 
The intervening space was not originally left hollow, as it is 
now^ but 'there are signs that it was filled up with small stones 
and earth, and the slabs, which are now the only remaining 
portion of the stnicture, were originally the mere outward revet- 
ment of a massive wall (Fig. 141). At the point nearest to the 
Lions' Gate there is an entrance of rather more than 6 feet 
clear width; its sides stand out like broad door-posts on each 
side of the precinct wall, and are constructed in the same way. 
The eastern portion of the ring rests directly on the rock ; its 
west side, on the other hand, where the hill falls away abruptly, 
stands on a scarped Cyclopean wall as much as 13 feet high. 
The slabs on the east side are about 3 feet high ; those on the 
west side, on the supporting wall, about 5 feet. The portion 
resting on the higher ground is the best preserved, though it 
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is by no means * perfect The pressure of the dihris washed 
down from above has caused the upright slabs to slope inwards, 
and the horizontal covering slabs to fall down. Dr. Schliemann 
considered the upright slabs to have had this inclination from the 
first, and thought the ring formed a continuous bench; accord- 
ingly he interpreted the whole enclosure to be the agora of 
Mycenae^ the place where its citizens assembled for council or 
for judgment This view, however, is contradicted in the first 
place by the fact that the slabs are much too high for seats ; 
they are 3 to 5 feet instead of the average height of 18 
inches. Moreover, they once certainly stood upright, for the 
edges both of the vertical and of the horizontal slabs are 
cut at right angles. And fincdly, ajs we shall see later on, the 
citadel of Mycenae had not, like later Greek cities, a separate 
agora, but it merely contained the dwelling of the kings, with all 
that belonged to it, just like the fortress of King Alkinoos in 
the Odyssey^ who, when he wished to gather his folk together, goes 
down " to the assembly place of the Phseacians, which they had 
established hard by the ships." 

Consequently, since no vestige of any single ancient building 
has been discovered on the level of the ring of slabs, a fact all 
the more remarkable as all the other parts of the citadel are 
strewn with ruins of buildings, the ring can only have been 
erected in some relation to the graves lying below it. It has 
already been stated that its level on the west is very considerably 
above that of the natural rock, while on the east the two levels 
coincide. The graves, however, do not lie in the layer of earth, 
helping to form the level of the ring, but they are all under it, 
hewn in the rock. In what relation of time, then, do the graves 
and the circle of slabs stand to one another? Were they planned 
at the same time, so that the graves were arranged with reference 
to the ring, or did the ring only come into existence later ? 

It is self-evident that the great filling up and levelling of the 
ring must have been simultaneous with the erection of the ring 
of slabs. It is impossible to understand why the enclosure was 
raised on the west by a great foundation wall, unless the surface 
within the ring was levelled up in proportion. The rough 
masonry of that wall is a proof that it was never intended to be 
seen. On the other hand, had this filling up of earth existed 

^ Od. viii. 5. 
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from the first, then, at each new burial, some 13 feet of earth 
would have had to be turned up, a thing altogether improbable. 
Furthermore, the enclosing ring, as is shown in the plan, cuts a 
corner oflf each of the graves V and VI, which would not have 
been the case had it with its foundation wall been older than 
the graves. 

The point at issue has been finally decided by the finds 
yielded by the layer of earth imder discussion. Dr. Schliemann 
found in it an altar and a number of most interesting stelai. The 
depth of these remains below the ring is exactly fixed by his 
observations. At the beginning of the excavations there still lay 
above the layer forming the level of the ring of slabs a further 
layer of the dSris washed down from the terrace above : this last 
layer was as much as 3*50 metres deep. "The altar," says Dr. 
Schliemann, " was precisely over the centre of the fourth tomb " — 
it consisted of " an almost circular mass of Cyclopean masonry, 
with a large roUnd opening in the form of a well" (see Fig. 142) ; 
it was 4 feet high, and measured 7 feet from north to south, and 
5^ feet from east to west.^ 

The size of this structure, the fact that it is built of masonry 
and not formed by a single stone, and the round hole in the 
centre, vividly remind us of the small stone structure in the court 
of the palace at Tiryns. Dr. Schliemann is no doubt right in 
recognising it as an altar. It was found "20 feet below the 
former surface of the mount." This surface, as already stated, 
rose in its highest portions to 3'50 metres, or about 12 feet above 
the level of the ring of slabs. Deducting these 12 feet the altar 
was still at least 8 feet below the ring of slabs. In the same 

^ Dr. Schliemann and M. Stamatakis, who superintended the excavations for the 
Greek Government, and who arranged the Myceniean collection at Athens, differ 
from one another in the numbering of the graves. Dr. Schliemann calls the grave 
which was first recognised as such by its upper edge, the first, while M. Stamatakis 
calls it the fifth, because its excavation was interrupted, and its contents were only 
obtained after the other four graves had been emptied. Although one numbering is 
just as good as the other, it seems more convenient to follow that of M. Stamatakis, 
which is adopted in the Athenian Museum and in most archaeological works (for 
instance, by Furtwangler and Loschcke, ^fyk. Thongcf.) The correspondence of 
the numbers is as follows : — 

Our grave I is Dr. Schliemann's grave II. 
II V 

V I 



u • tl >» J» 



Nos. Ill, IV, and VI are the same as Dr. Schliemann's. 
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way we can reckon the height of the altar above the gwive. 
Acoording to Br. Schliemann the bottom of the grave was "33 
feet below the former surface of the mount " ; so that the altar 
found at a depth of 20 feet lay 13 feet above the grave. As 
the aides of the grave were about 10 feet high, there would thus 
be left between them and the altar an interval of 3 feet. 

These numbers show that close above the graves a cultus of 
the dead had already been established ; and that this cultus was 
not merely temporary is proved by the stelai, which were set up 
as lasting memorials of the dead. Dr. Schliemann gives 4 feet 
as the uniform depth at which they were found. The apparent 
discrepancy between this measurement and the depth at which 



the altar lay, disappears when we remember that the sielai were 
almost all found farther to the north, where the hill rises and 
the layer of debris was thinner. It seems certain, therefore, that 
the slope of the original rock itself had been for a long period of 
time the seat of a cultus of the dead. Later on all traces of it 
were concealed by a great layer of earth, and the upper surface 
was thoroughly levelled. 

The graves are cut vertically into the rock ; the upper 
portion of the sides has generally crumbled away, but graves I 
and V show that the sides were from 10 to 16 feet high. The 
bottoms of the graves are all horizontal, but they lie at different 
levels, according to the position of the grave on the slope. The 
plan of each grave is rectangular, but varies considerably in size. 
In II, the smallest, it measures 9 feet by 10 ; in the biggest, IV, 
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it measures 16 feet by 22 ; accordingly, we find that the former 
contained only one corpse, the latter five. 

The interior arrangement of the graves. Dr. Schliemann tells 
us, was as follows. The sides were lined with a wall of small 
quarry-stones and clay, which has been preserved up to different 
heights; in the fifth grave it still reaches 7 feet 8 inches. 
Several slate slabs were leaning against this wall ; others were 
lying cross -ways or slanting over the bodies. Dr. Schliemann 
saw in them the revetment of the clay walls. 

The bodies themselves were embedded in a layer of small 
river-pebbles, surrounded with a wealth of ornaments, utensils, 
and arms, and covered over with a layer of fine clay. On 
the side walls Dr. Schliemann noticed places blackened by smoke, 
and concluded from this, and from the presence of some ashes 
and much unconsumed wood, that the dead had been cremated 
within the tomb. Immediately over the small pebbles, which he 
thought served as a sort of ventilator, he maintained that a 
funeral pyre was erected, and that the bodies were burnt upon it. 

As, however, in the excavations, portions of the bodies were 
discovered in a mummified condition, and as the utensils had 
not suffered at all, and even many fragments of wood were quite 
untouched by fire, he assumed that only a small fire was lit, so to 
speak, pro forma, which was not strong enough to consume the 
bodies or their equipment^ The space above the bodies was in 
all the graves filled with cUbris ; and as there were no vestiges 
of a former artificial closing of the tomb. Dr. Schliemann thought 
it had been blocked up immediately after burial. He naturally 
shrank from the notion that the graves could be reopened to 
admit fresh corpses. When he considered that it would be 
necessary to close the grave after the first burial, and impossible 
to reopen it because of the method by which it was blocked up, 
he gradually became convinced that the corpses in each grave 
must have been buried simultaneously. From " the identity of 
the mode of burial in all the tombs, the similar style and decora- 
tion of the ornaments," he further concluded that there was no 
interval between the burials, but that the whole group of graves 
were the result of a burial en masse. The rich offerings proved 
the high estate of the dead ; and certain unmistakable signs of 
disorder, the position of one body whose head was squeezed down 

^ See Mycoue, p. 155 seq. 
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on to the breast, and similar observations, were all proofs of a 
hurried and careless burial Dr. SchUemann accordingly thought 
he might safely conclude he had discovered the graves of 
Agamemnon and his companions. The well-known tradition of 
the tragic fate of the leader of the Greek host, who at his return 
from the Trojan War finds wife and throne in possession of 
another, and is treacherously murdered by his enemy, seemed to 
explain exactly the mingled signs of wealth coid haste in these 
graves. Further, there was the remarkable coincidence of the 
testimony of Pausanias, who saw in Mycenae the five graves of 
Agamemnon and his companions, and says expressly that they 
were within the walls. 

Dr. Schliemann, in the little work ^ which gives an account 
of his first researches, had as early as 1869 expressed his 
opinion that those *' walls" of Pausanias did not refer, as had hither- 
to been supposed, to the enclosure of the lower city, but to the 
fortification wall of the citadel. He undertook his excavations at 
Mycenae solely with the object of discovering the five graves 
mentioned by Pausanias. When during the first months of the 
work five graves, apparently belonging to a simultaneous burial, 
came to light, revealing a wealth and splendour such as could 
only have been displayed by a kingly race, Dr. Schliemann's 
interpretation of the ancient passage seemed indeed to receive a 
dazzling confirmation. Critical German philologists might smile 
at the notion that Agamemnon had been found bodily with sword 
and sceptre, but the world at large accepted the discovery with an 
enthusiasm which found a lasting monument in Mr. Glculstone's 
preface to Dr. Schliemann's Mycmxz, 

In order to be able to form an independent opinion on this 
point, we must subject the arguments on which Dr. Schliemann 
builds his hypothesis to a close investigation. They fall under 
two hejuis — the manner of the burial, and the passage in 
Pausanias. 

No one has ever actually admitted with Dr. Schliemann the 
simultaneous interment of the bodies. Yet every one believed 
that the graves had been blocked up after the burial, and also 
admitted that a frequent reopening was improbable, especially as 
Dr. Schliemann thought the later disturbance and partial plunder- 
ing of one corpse had left its traces. Only a short while ago Dr. 

^ Archdol. Forsehungen. It?iaka, der Pelaponnes u, TrqjUf 1869. 
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Dorpfeld, whose loyal collaboration with Dr. Scbliemanu has 
enriched science with such great resulta, succeeded in throwing a 
new light on this point also. He made special oral inquiries 
concerning the position, at the time of excavation, of the insular 
elate slabs with which Dr. SchUemann thoi^ht the walls of the 
graves had been revetted, and when he heard that one of them was 
actually found on a body, it became plain to him that the 
disorder in the graves was not the result of a hasty burial, but of 
the falling in of a roof or lid formed by those slabs. The presence 
of the many well-preserved pieces of wood was now explained ; 



143.— COPPBH CiSINQ OF TUB BEAM-END (aiM aboUt 3 ! 10). 

across the grave lay one or two strong beams which carried the 
slabs ; when the beams rotted the lid fell in. and the greater part 
of the slabs just slipped down against the wall, and remained there 
in an erect position ; but some of them also fell on the bodies. 
Then the whole space got filled up with the earth which had 
covered the lid of the grave, and which probably already rose to 
the level of the ring of slabs. Next, on closer inspection the 
bronze casings with which the ends of the beams had been shod 
were discovered in the museum among the finds from the third 
grave. These are what Dr. Schliemann calls " four little boxes 
of stout sheet copper " ; one of them is shown in Fig. 143. Each is 



10 inchea long, 5 inches high, and 4^ inches broad, and la filled 
with wood in fair preservation, which was fastened all round by 
a number of strong copper nails. 

The side plates are not soldered, but hammered together. 
Dr. Schliemann found no other explanation for these boxes, 
than that they " served as head pillows for the dead, and 
perhaps also for the living," just as pillows of marble or alabaster 
have been found in Egyptian tombs. However, he expressly adds 
that not one of the would-be pillows was found under a head. 
It is scarcely necessary to argue in support of the new explanation 
of these objects. The fragments of wood fastened by sucb a 
number of nails can only be explained on the supposition that 
a beam end filled the hollow space. 

The fact that these casings have only been found in the third 
grave accords with the whole stately furnishing of this grave. 
Here were found the richest offerings to the dead ; here too the 
style of ornamentation was most developed; consequently more 
care was also bestowed on the closing of this grave. As four 
beam casings have been preserved, there must have been two 
beams lying across the grave. The walls built against the sides 



144. — CROSS BBOTIOM OF A GRAVE, a, Side walls ; b, beams ; i^ atoae alabs. 

were in all probability destined to carry the beams. All these 
facts tend to show that the main point in the conception hitherto 
formed of the Mycenasan mode of burial is erroneous. The 
graves were not filled up immediately after the interment of 
all the bodies or of each single body, but were carefully closed 
with slabs in such a manner that a high cavity remained within. 
The layer of clay which Dr. Schliemann found over the bodies 
wafl washed down, as Dr. Dorpfeld has already remarked, by the 
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moisture trickling down through the earth. The beam -ends 
lying deep below show that there was as yet no deposit of debris 
when the lid gave way. Everything that lay above the layer 
of clay must have fallen when the roof collapsed. The cUbris 
consisted of a mass of thick clay interspersed with bone implements 
and potsherds ; partly also, as Dr. Schliemann repeatedly states, it 
was " mixed with natural earth, brought there from some other 
place " : indeed, the first grave seems to have been completely filled 
with the unmixed earth. This confirms the conjecture hazarded 
above, that at the time when the graves fell in, the ring of slabs with 
its great filling of earth already existed. Accordingly, the final 
closing of the graves and the levelling of the ring form the limits 
within which the objects found in the accumulated debris 
must be dated. Dr. Schliemann's conjecture of a hurried and 
irreverent burial, one of the main supports of his Agamemnon 
theory, also proves unfounded, since the disorder in the grave, 
the displacement and compression of the corpses, were all 
caused by the fall of the lids. His further assumption of a 
simultaneous interment of all these bodies is equally baseless ; 
for, as the graves were simply closed with slabs just like our 
modern family vaults, a new burial could take place without any 
difiiculty. When we come to the separate finds of each grave, 
we shall give special attention to the question whether, from a 
consideration of the furniture of the graves, a diflference in 
date can be made out between the several graves, or even 
between the several bodies in one and the same gi-ave. Un- 
fortunately we cannot yet decide positively whether the bodies 
were burnt within the grave or not. A few heaps of a grey 
pulverised substance now in the Athenian Museum certainly 
appear to be ashes. Ashes have also been found in anfdogous 
graves at the Heraion, as well as at Spata and Volo. But in all these 
cases the bodies do not seem to have been -burnt. In his description 
of the graves on the slope of the Palamidi near Nauplia, Dr. 
Lolling expressly remarks " that the dead have been buried there 
intact, and cremation of the bodies is not to be thought of" ^ 
However, in these very graves unmistakable traces of fire have 
been found on two vases, and " between these two vases, on the 
narrow empty spaces near the heads of the dead, lay a few thinly 

^ Atheiu Mitth, v. i>p. 154, 155. See also Kohler, Das Kuppclgrdb von 
Menidif p. 55. 
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scattered bones of sheep or of goats, and similar bones were also 
scattered singly over the place where the bodies had lain. These 
bones of animals and the two vases evidently came from sacrifices 
ofifered to the dead, and had been placed in the grave with the 
corpses." 

In the same way, at Mycense also, offerings may have been 
burnt at the tomb and their remains afterwards scattered in the 
grave. But since here, as at Nauplia, the skeletons have been 
found intact, in some cases even with mummified flesh and 
portions of skin still adhering to them, we must assume that in 
this case also the bodies were merely buried and not burnt. We 
need not wonder at meeting with a mode of burial differing from 
the custom, universal in Homer, of burning the dead ; for among 
the later Greeks there still lived on the tradition of an originsd 
burial by interment. Herodotos, Pausanias, and Plutarch all 
imagine the mortal remains of Pelops,^ of Theseus,^ and of 
Protesilaos^ and Orestes* not as mere ashes, but as whole 
skeletons. 

We now come to the last and most important argument in 
Dr. Schliemann's theory — to the question whether the graves 
which he has discovered are really the same which Pausanias 
saw and described as those of Agamemnon and his followers, 
i.€. which the popular tradition of his time ascribed to those 
heroes. 

This question can now be clearly answered by the help of 
the researches mentioned above. The passage in Pausanias's 
description of Mycenae runs as follows (ii. 16, 5-7): "Some 
remains of the circuit wall are still to be seen, and the gate 
which has lions over it. These were built, they say, by the 
Cyclopes, who made the wall at Tiryns for Proitos. Among the 
ruins at Mycenae is the fountain called Perseia, and some 
subterranean buildings belonging to Atreus and his children, 
where their treasures were kept. There is the tomb of Atreus, 
and of those whom Aigisthos slew at the banquet, on their return 
from Ilion with Agamemnon. Kassandra's tomb is there, but its 
authenticity is denied by the Lacedaemonians of Amyklae.^ 
There is also the tomb of Agamemnon, and that of Eurymedon 

1 Paus. V. 13, 5, 6. « Plut. Tfies. 36. » Herod, ix. 120. * Herod, i. 67, 68. 
^ ToO fiif Ml Kaaadvdpas /jLTj^fiaros dfi^i<rpr}Tov<ri AaKedaifJLwlQfy olxepl 'A/iit/icXas 
oIkovvt€s. 
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the charioteer, and the joint tomb of Teledamos and Pelops^ the 
twin children of Kassandra, whom Aigisthos slew with their 
parents while still mere babes . . . for Orestes gave her (Elektra) 
in marriage to Pylades. Hellanikos adds that Medon and Strophios 
were the children of Pylades and Elektra. Klytemnestra and 
Aigisthos were bnried a little way outside the wall, for they were 
not thought worthy to be within, where Agamemnon lay and those 
who fell with hiuL" 

We must first consider how many graves Pausanias really 
saw. "The people of Amyklae deny the authenticity of the 
grave of Kassandra," but this only means that Amyklae itself 
claimed to possess the genuine grave of Kassandra, and therefore 
would not accept the one shown at Mycen^ In any case, how- 
ever, the grave of Kassandra was shown at Mycenae, and Professor 
Adler is incorrect in leaving it out of his enumeration of the 
graves. Dr. Schliemann, on the other hand, is not any more 
justified in disposing of the grave of Atreus as though it never 
existed. Both make Pausanias mention five graves, whereas he 
undoubtedly names six, those of (1) Atreus, (2) Kassandra, (3) 
Agamemnon, (4) Eurymedon, (5) Teledamos and Pelops, (6) 
Elektra. However, as a sixth grave in addition to the former 
five has been discovered since the close of Dr. Schliemann's 
excavations, the number of the graves seen by Pausanias, and 
that of the graves preserved to this day, agree just as well as 
before. It is well known that Dr. Schliemann understood from 
the passage in Pausanias that the graves were within the citadel 
walls. The waUs within which Agamemnon and his followers 
were buried, but which might not contain the graves of the 
adulterous Klytemnestra and her paramour, are, Dr. Schliemann 
maintains, the same walls whose ruins and gates have been 
described at the beginning of the chapter. 

This interpretation, though quite possible in itself, was not 
accepted by scholars simply because burial within the citadel 
wall seemed quite incredible. But there are other objections. 
For instance, it is scarcely conceivable that, after the citadel had 
lain deserted and in ruins since the year 468 B.C., there should 
in the age of the Antonines be any external traces of the exact 
situation and number of the shaft-graves or even any knowledge 
of their existence. No stelai or former memorials of a burial or 
of a cultvs of the dead have been found in the upper level of the 
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ring of slabs, which, failing a more definite date, must at any rate 
have been erected in the " Mycenaean " period. 

Moreover, the ring has been so exposed to constant accumida- 
tions washed down from the overhanging terraces above it, that 
certainly not one stone of it can have been visible in the time of 
Pausanias, Dr. Schliemann has rightly concluded from a few finds 
on the summit of the citadel that the city was again inhabited 
for a short whUe in Hellenistic times; he found specimens of 
good Greek work, separated by a thick layer of dSbris from the 
remains of the great epoch long gone by. He himself argues 
from this fact with respect to the " Agora," i.e. the ring of slabs, 
that Euripides, who he believes had personal knowledge of the 
site, must have visited it in his youth soon after the capture of 
the city by the Argives, for later, towards the year 400 B.C., the 
accumulation of cUbris would already have been too considerable. 
If Euripides was only just in time to get a glimpse of the 
renowned site, the unfortunate Pausanias must have arrived 
considerably too late. 

The notion that Pausanias could see with his own eyes either 
the pit-graves or their circular precinct is therefore absolutely out 
of the question. It has, however, been hinted that he here 
employed a method suspected in many of his descriptions, and 
spoke of things which he did not personally see, but the accounts 
of which he borrowed from older literary sources. Dr. Belger 
attempts to explain the mention of the Agamemnon graves in 
this manner.^ He considers the informant of Pausanias to have 
been Hellanikos, who was a predecessor of Herodotos and who 
might well have visited Mycenae before its destruction and seen the 
graves. But the description of Mycenae by Pausanias bears the 
impress of personal knowledge. The few points he mentions, the 
fortification walls, the gate, fountain, and treasuries must have 
been as visible then as they were up to the time of Dr. 
Schliemann's excavations. Dr. Belger himself cannot rid himself 
of the supposition that Pausanias visited Mycenae and described 
all these things from his own experience. He can only support 
his theory of the literary sources for the mention of the grave by 
the somewhat curious notion that Pausanias, owing to some 
accident, did not penetrate to the interior of the citadel, and so 
when he got home filled up the gap in his book of travels from 

^ Belger, BeUrage zur KenrUniss d, Oriech, Kuppelgrdher, 
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the contents of his library. This explanation is so artificial 
and incredible that the whole theory may well fall to the ground 
along with it. 

But where did Pausanias see his graves, if not in the citadel 
w^ithin the precinct of slabs ? Many maintain that he saw them 
in the lower city, and meant by them the bee -hive buildings, 
which were at all times the most prominent monuments on the 
soil of the ancient city, and to which popular tradition would 
be most likely to attach the names of its ancient heroes. This 
interpretation is, however, also open to doubt. Besides the Lions' 
Gate and the spring, Pausanias saw at Mycenae firstly treasuries 
and secondly graves. From his description of Orchomenos it is 
clear that by a treasury he means a bee-hive building. He 
mentions there the treasure-house of Minyas, and describes as 
such the " tholos " which Dr. Schliemann excavated in the year 
1881. " Minyas," says Pausanias, " had such great revenues that 
he surpassed in wealth all that were before him ; he was the 
first we know of who built a treasury for his riches." And 
further,^ " the treasury of Minyas is a marvel surpassed by none, 
either in Greece or in any other country, and is built as follows. 
It is of stone, and rises from a circular base to a blunt conical 
point, of which the topmost stone is said to act as a keystone to 
the whole structure." 

There can be no doubt that when Pausanias says he saw in 
Mycenae "underground treasuries," he means tholos buildings. 
But where were his graves ? Professor Adler and Dr. Dorpfeld are 
both of opinion that he also saw these in the tholoi of which he 
considered the big vaulted room to be the treasury, and the small 
side-chamber the grave. It is also conceivable that the two bee- 
hive tombs on the slope of the city hill, which were probably then 
as now the only accessible ones (namely, the one excavated by 
Mrs. Schliemann, and the so-called treasury of Atreus), were 
pointed out to him as the " treasuries of Atreus and his sons," 
but that the remaining buildings, which were filled up and 
probably only marked by the tumulus which they formed, passed 
as mere graves. Which exactly of the many graves still extant 
there were pointed out as the six of Agamemnon and his com- 
panions, and which as those of Klytemnestra and Aigisthos, which 
were reputed to lie beyond the circuit walls, cannot be proved. 

* Pans. ix. 38, 2. 
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The exact line of the walls is also uncertain. The fortifications 
of the lower city are so badly preserved, that their course in the 
west cannot be made out. Perhaps they took a great bend 
towards the Kokoretza, perhaps also the wall had disappeared long 
before the days of Pausanias, and he only assumed its former 
existence on the outermost limit of the ruins of the settlement. 

At any rate, one important result has been arrived at — the 
pit-graves on the citadel are not those which were shown to 
Pausanias as the graves of Agamemnon and his companions. 
This, however, does not dispose of the further question whether 
these graves are in any way connected with Agamemnon. As 
the pit-graves got blocked up and gradually sank into oblivion, 
the popular belief found no other monuments to which to attach 
the names of the great heroes, except the tholos buildings 
which have outlasted all their surroundings in the lower city. 
Thus this later attribution may very possibly be erroneous, and 
perhaps one ought to connect the name of the great leader rather 
with the older and simpler burial-ground than with those later 
and more splendid structures. 

These are points, however, which can only be discussed in 
relation to other questions. 

4. The Stelai 

The stelai found above the graves are of a porous grey- brown 
limestone; their average dimension is a height of 5 feet to a breadth 
of 3 feet 3 inches. Some of them are adorned with representations 
in low relief. The others are simply polished stone slabs. Hither- 
to, owing to the presence both of sculptured and unsculptured 
stelai, it has been supposed that these grave memorials belonged 
to different periods — that the ruder unsculptured ones were the 
earliest, and were afterwards replaced by sculptured slabs. This 
view, however, does not hold good on a closer inspection of the 
stelai. Dr. Schliemann says that he found, close to almost every 
grave, at a depth of from 1 to 3 feet below ths slabs still 
standing, unsculptured slabs in various positions, lying sometimes 
horizontally, sometimes obliquely. Near to gmves II and V the 
standing slabs were carved in relief: in this case the slabs lying 
beneath might well have been the predecessors of the sculptured 
ones. But the circumstances are different in the case of graves 
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I and III. The stelai that stood over them were vpiscyjptured, 
and yet the same plain slabs were found beneath them as in 
graves II and V. Dr. Schliemann describes the find of slabs 
above the third grave as follows : " The two nnsculptured tomb- 
stones were extremely well fastened with horizontal square slabs, 
so that they could not be got out without great eflfort. Two feet 
below them I found two large slabs in the form of stelai lying 
horizontally. At a depth of 5 feet lower I brought to light 
three more slabs, the one lying, the other two standing." ^ 

After Dr. Dorpfeld's new theory as to the method by which 
the graves were closed, we can no longer look upon all these stones 
as former grave stelai, but may consider those which lay deep 
down as portions of the lid. We shall then find that a diflferent 
explanation of the relation between sculptured and unsculptured 
stelai easily suggests itself from a closer inspection of the manner 
in which the stelai lay when excavated. 

Dr. Schliemann found the first three sculptured stelai over the 
gi*ave V. All three were standing upright in one line, about 1 
or 1^ foot apart, with their sculptured side turned to the west. In 
the same line, and 10 feet farther south, a fourth sculptured stele 
was found over the second grave. Again, in the same line, and 
at a distance of only 1^ foot from the last stele, was found the first 
unsculptured slab. As grave II only contained one body, it 
would only have one stele, i.e. the fourth sculptured one, so that 
the following unsculptured slab must belong to grave IV close 
by, otherwise no stele is mentioned as belonging to grave IV. 

We now pass to the remaining unsculptured slabs. Two of 
these Dr. Schliemann discovered 23 feet to the east of the three 
first sculptured stelai, that is, over grave I. And 40 feet farther 
south he found two more unsculptured slabs over grave III. All 
these were standing upright like the sculptured stelai, and had 
their face to the west. 

To sum up : — sculptured stelai were found over graves II and 
V, unsculptured over graves I, III, and IV. As we shall see 
later on, the contents of the gi*aves show that men alone were 
buried in II and V, women alone in I. and III, and in grave 
IV both men and women. Accordingly everything seems to show 
that only the graves of the men were marked by sculptured slabs, 
with reliefs representing occupations which belong exclusively to 

\. Mycence, p. 161. 
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men, whilst the graves of the women only received modest 
polished stones. 

We now turn to the reliefs of the sculptured stelai. The 
three that were found first and are also the best preserved (Figs. 
145, 146, 147) show a figure-subject, typical of the active life of 
the dead man, with the addition of artistic combinations of spirals. 
In 145 and 146 the framed rectangular upper portion of the 
stele is divided into two fields by a horizontal fillet. In one relief 
the upper space, in the other the lower, is utilised for the figure- 
subject, and the remaining space is filled up with decorations in 
spirals. 

In all three examples the centre of the composition is a war 
or hunting chariot mounted by one man and drawn by a horse at 
full gallop. The chariot-box is apparently quite low, like that of 
the chariots on Egyptian monuments, and seems to rest on a four- 
spoked wheel We must naturally suppose a second wheel on 
the other side, and probably two horses are intended, though only 
one can be seen, since a one-horsed chariot was unknown to the 
ancients; besides in the hunting- scene on the gold ring given 
below (see Fig. 220), the chariot is unmistakably drawn by two 
horses. 

Neither pole nor traces are represented in the relief, though 
in each instance the reins passing through the mouth of the horse 
and held by the charioteer are clearly shown. The charioteer 
(Fig. 146) is fully armed. On his right side hangs a big sword ; 
the blade is very broad at the hilt and ends in a sharp point. 
In Fig. 145 we must identify the object fastened at the back of 
the charioteer's seat as a sword with round hilt. The blade is 
much curtailed owing to the lack of space. According to 
information due to Dr. Puchstein's kindness, shields are fastened 
in the same way behind chariots in some Hittite reliefs, not yet 
published, from Boghaskoi in Asia Minor and Sendjirli in Syria. 
When the chariot stood still the sword would hang down between 
the two wheels, but when the chariot is going at full speed, as 
here, then the sword flies out behind. This observation might 
lead us to suppose that in Fig. 146 the sword is not buckled on 
to the man's waist, but hangs by the side of the chariot-box. But 
in that case the box would have to be much higher than we should 
suppose from the analogous examples in 145 and 221. It is 
more probable that the chariot -box only reaches as far as the 
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division seen about in a line with the back of the hoi-se, and that 
the curved line farther up, ending under the reins close to the 
man's chin, is either liis left shoulder, or, and this seema more 
likely, a great round shield witii which he is armed. 



I4S.— OBAVE STELK KBOM CIM.WK V {size about I : 10). 

The only relief clearly indicating the object of the expedition 
is the one given in Fig. 145. We see here, close in front of the 
horses, the figure of a man ; the position of his feet shows us that 
he is facing the charioteer, and is apparently threatening him with 
a long spear. This, then, is a battle-scene. 
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In Fig. 146 there is also the figure of a man in front of the 
horse, only here he is turned to the right ; in his left hand he holds 
up a sword, slightly different in shape from the two kinds of swords 
known to us up to now. It is broadest in the middle, and 
decrease^ in thickness both above and below. The right arm, 
like the left arm, is bent at the elbow and then raised up to the 
height of the shoulder. It is a mere accident that the hand 
seems to touch the head of the horse ; it does not mean that the 
man is holding the horse, for the swift movement of the animal 
contradicts any such notion. 

There is nothing to show whether the second man wishes to 
attack the charioteer or is merely running along as an escort ; 
but the analogy of the preceding relief, as well as the raised 
sword, leads us to look upon him as a foe rather than as a friend. 

The empty space above and under the horse, as well as 
behind the warrior in the chariot, is filled with spirals. The 
most ancient art, like nature, is wont to feel a horror vacui. 

On the third relief (Fig. 147) the charioteer seems to be out 
hunting. At any rate, under the horses (a position which is 
perhaps intended to imply "in front of" or "beside" them) there 
runs an ibex or some such creature, followed by an animal of 
about the same size. The pursuer, from the strength of its build, 
especially about the head and neck, becurs a strong resemblance 
to a lion, but seems hitherto to have been taken for a dog. 
This view is hardly tenable. A glance at the various represent- 
ations of a stag pursued by a lion on the gold plates in Figs. 
260, 261, immediately suggests that this is also the subject of 
our stde. On the gold plates the hunted animal has the same 
horns curving backwards. With regard to the second animal, 
there is absolutely no proof that dogs were employed in the chase 
at that period, while running lions are a subject dear to the 
artists of the Mycenaean period. These two facts tend to confirm 
us in our suspicion that the pursuer cannot be a dog. 

If we can safely identify the animal as a lion, then the gold 
plates (Figs. 260, 261), which it should be noted came from the 
grave over which our stele stood, leave no doubt whatsoever that 
we have in the group of two animals a motive common in the 
art of the time, and utilised in the most various cases for mere 
decorative purposes. This, then, is an isolated scene, and has no 
connection with the driving -scene. If the artist wished to 
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picture a hunt, he ought not to have represented at the same 
time the chase of the lion and the ibex, who are alreadv 
sufficiently occupied with one another. It is much more 
probable that the group of animals on the stele is as complete in 
itself as are the compartments filled with spiral decorations in 
Figs. 145 and 146. Certainly the latter are separated from the 
main subject by a horizontal fillet, while in the third slab main 
and subordinate subjects are juxtaposed in the same compartment. 
On the other hand, what remains of the framed compartment of Fig. 
147, even without the piece which has been broken off, is higher 
than the compartments in Figs. 145 and 146. Moreover, the 
addition of a second figure-subject, instead of mere linear decora- 
tion, corresponds to the greater artistic skill which has been 
expended on this relief. This is shown in its rich and elegant 
frame, as compared with the simple polished borders of the other 
slabs. 

Alter the solution of the lower scene, we shall naturally have 
to consider the upper one by itself, and must recognise in the 
charioteer a warrior starting for the battle. But where is the 
adversaiy represented on both the other reliefs, whose presence 
seems a necessary complement to the scene ? A figure can 
scarcely have been broken away in front of the horses, even had 
it been placed as high as it is in Fig. 145. For on the ground 
of the relief between the horses and the edge, on a piece that 
has not been sunk, there is a pattern which, like the one behind 
the chariot, must have run upwards in waved lines. Likewise, a 
portion of the surface below the horses has not been sunk and has 
been left rough; however shapeless it appears at first sight, a 
few lines betray the object with which it was left standing. The 
lower edge, shaped like two semicircles connected by a short 
horizontal line, corresponds exactly to the outline of the great 
double shield, so often represented on Mycenaean monuments. 
It may be clearly seen on the idols in Figs. 281 and 288, and on 
the dagger-blade in Fig. 227. The last-named example shows 
that a man could almost completely disappear behind such a 
shield. We next find that the shapeless mass has two pi-ojec- 
tions on its left edge, which are probably legs ; on the right side 
we see the head, which is thrust between the horns of the ibex. 
Only the upper edge is left quite straight and unfinished. All 
this proves, it seems, without a doubt that the artist intended to 
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represent a warrior fallen oq liis shield. If we have a front 
view instead of a aide view of the shield, it is only wliat we 
should expect from this primitive art. 

We thus have on all the atelai a scene of battle. The 
struggle is between a mighty and distinguished warrior and a 
humbler foe, whose overthrow is foreshadowed by the fact of his 
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being on foot, a suggestion of ultimate defeat repeatedly employed 
on Egyptian monuments representing the warlike exploits of the 
Pharaoh. 

The fourth and last of the well-preserved stelai has no figure- 
subject. Its surface is framed by a narrow fillet, and divided 
into two vertical compartments by a broad inner band. Each of 
these compartments is filled witli a band mnniug in regular 
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loops ; it might be called a rounded inseander or wave-pattern. 
Of the other fragments found, only two are worthy of mention. 
One of these shows a man, and in front of him there is probably a 
horse's tail, so that here again we have a charioteer ; on the other 
are two galloping horses ; the space on the right is filled up, as 
in Fig. 146, with spirals. On all the other fragments only spiral 
ornaments have been preserved. 

The technique of the stelai and of all the fragments is peculiar. 
The figures and ornaments are not modelled, but always lie in 
the same plane with the edge of the slab. They resemble work 
cut out with the fret-saw and stuck on to a background. A 
simple incised line gives here and there indispensable inner 
markings. In technique, therefore, the stelai are greatly behind 
the relief of the Uons with its plastic modelling, and also much 
inferior to it in material, so that they must belong to a con- 
siderably earlier date. Their technique seems to be developed 
from the inlaid work seen on the dagger-blades from graves IV 
and V. 

5. The First and Third Graves 

The objects from the first and third graves are so closely 
analogous that they must be described together. The following is 
Dr. Schliemann's account of the discovery of the first grave : " At 
a depth of 15 feet below the level of the rock, or at 25 feet 
below the former surface of the ground as I found it when I 
began the excavations, I reached a layer of pebbles, below which 
I found at a distance of 3 feet from each other three human 
bodies, all with the head turned to the east and the feet to the west. 
They were only separated from the surface of the levelled rock 
by another layer of small stones, on which they were lying." ^ 
The most important objects found in the grave were three large 
diadems (Fig. 148) belonging to these three bodies. All these 
are similar in shape and design, and consist of an oval gold plate 
20 inched long, decorated with a system of concentric bands and 
bosses in repoussi work. The centre line of the design is formed 
by bosses each surrounded by two concentric circles, and gradually 
diminishing in size on either side of the largest central boss ; the 
intervening spaces both on the upper and lower edge are in each 
case filled up with a smaller circle and boss. 

^ Mycenc&t p. 155. 



In addition to these large otob.- 
mentiS there were found in the 
same grave a number of similar orna- 
ments of semi-oval shape, with designs 
matching those of the diadems. It 
was Dr. Schliemann's opinion that 
two of them went together to form 
one diadem (Fig. 150). Not only is 
this in itself unlikely, as the join 
would then be exactly in the middle 
of the forehead, but tlie great number 
of the pieces renders the theory alto- 
gether inadmissible. Twenty - four 
perfect pieces are known, without 
counting a few fragments, so that 
more than eight would fall to the 
share of each body. The similar 
finds from grave III teach us how 
these objects were really worn. 

This grave is only a little smaller 
than the first. Dr. Schliemann's 
account of its discovery is : " I found 
in this sepulchre the mortal remains 
of three persons, who, to judge from 
the small n ess of the bones and 
particularly of the teeth, and by the 
masses of female ornaments found 
here, must have been women. As 
the teeth of one of these bodies, 
though all preserved, were evidently 
much worn away and very irregular, 
they appear to belong to a very old 
woman. All had the head turned 
to the east, and the feet to the west. 
As in the former tomb, the bodies 
lay at a distance of 3 feet from each 
other. They were literally laden HS.— qold diabbh fr 
with golden jewellery." ^ ^™* " "* ^ " 

The chief ornaments here were two large diadems. 
1 MyMiir, p. 164. 
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which Dt- Schliemann reckoBs 
with these and baa published 
with them, is placed in the 
Museum among the finds from 
grave IV, where, according to 
M. Stamatakis's notes, it pre- 
sumably belongs. We can 
therefore come to no con- 
clusion about this diadem, 
and must leave it an open 
question whether one body 
may not have been buried. 
without ornamental headgear. 
The other two diadems differ 
in design, not only from those 
of the first grave, but also 
from one another. One (Fig. 
149) shows a mere elabor- 
ation of the system of design 
found in the first grave — large 
bosses decreasing towards the 
ends and surrounded by con- 
centric circles ; the circles, 
however, no longer consist of 
simple raised rings, but are 
composed partly of dots, partly 
also of leaves. The inter- 
vening spaces towards the 
edges are filled up by bosses 
encircled by dots, and the 
diadem has a border of plalu 
and dotted lines, outside 
which, along the edge, runs 
a pattern of interlaced spirals 
formed like an S. The diadem 
is pierced with a hole at each 
end. 
iiS--Mi.j>i>uDs«jRmtafuvEni Thg other diadem (Fig. 

(size sbout 1:3). "• " V -^ 

153) supports on its upper 
edge a crest of small plates. The solid poition is decorated with a 



IV mycenj: 179 

treble TOW of circles alternately filled with a rosette or with seven 
smaller circles. The intervening spaces on the lower edge are 
tilled by circles with a boss in the centre, and on the upper edge 
by ^ and T shaped ornaments — motives probably borrowed from 
the palm. On the small plates which form the crest, rosettes and 
bosses alternate with circles and spirals. 

Here, as in grave I, the diadems are matched by semi- 
oval ornaments. Apparently a fixed number of these belonged 
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(liie about 2 : 9). [aim about 2 : 9). (siu abont 2 : 9). 

to each diadem. Six repeat the system of decoration of the first 
diadem, bosses surrounded by circles of points or leaves (Fig. 
151). Seven others show the decoration of the second, circles 
alternately filled with rosettes or with, seven little bosses (Fig. 
152). These gold plat«3 are far better preserved than those of 
the first grave. Even in the latter it could be seen that a thread 
had run along the edge, which was folded back ; but in those of 
the third grave the actual fold on the broader end is preserved, 
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and shows, without a doubt, that the oruaoieut was used as a 
pendant (Fig. 154). Moreover, these plates are pierced by n 
hole in the middle of each of theii long sides ; 
the thin wire still preserved in some of the holes 
was evidently intended to carry little accessory 
, pendants, which can be found without much diffi- 
ailty among the objects in the grave. They are 
KBOMOBA^Riii. gj|jj^|[ triangular plates of gold, also decorated, 
some with the cirele and boss, others 
with rosettes (Fig. 155). 

The pendants, then, hung point down- 
wards, and with their tassels must have 
produced a gay and rich effect. It now 
remains to settle how they were worn. Dr. 
Stadniczka has proved that large pendants 
were sometimes worn on the girdle.^ 

Pendants similar to these may be seen on the side of a bronze 
breast-plate from Olympia, possibly of the seventh century B.C.* 
In Homer ' Hera wears a girdle with a hundred Ouaavoi, which 
are most probably to be understood as pendants, and may be 
identical with our gold plates. An image, however, much more 
closely related to Mycenjean art than either Homer or Olympia, 
gives us a diiferent suggestion. A small female terra-cotta figure 
found in Tirj'ns (see above, Fig. 129) wears over the breast an 
ornament composed of large pendants, decorated like this one with 
large bosses. Nine can be counted between shoulder and 
shoulder. From the illustration the pendants seem to have the 
shape of long rectangles; however, aa the figui-e itself is not 
intact, it is possible that the points have been broken off, and 
that the pendants originally resembled ours more closely. In 
presence of this figure it seems as if tliere could be no doubt that 
the MycenEean pendants were worn, not hanging from the waist, 
but on the br^pst, perhaps in imitation of the well-known 
Egyptian breast- pendants. 

In the Tiryns figurine the pendants seem to be fastened to a 
broad band, likewise adorned with bosses, and reaching from 

' F. Studniczka, Beitrdge i. Cksch-uJUc d. Altyriechiacken Tracht (WieQ 1886), 
pp. 121 -123 ; see also Helbig, Epos, p. 20". 

' Ttiis breast-pUW ia given in Helbig, Epos, p. 176, Fig. i&, where further 
TeferencBB will b« found, ' -fl. xiv, 181. 
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shoulder to shoulder. The further question now arises whether 
the so-called diadems may not also have heen worn on the 
breast. Their shape, however, seems scarcely adapted to this. 
Had our gold plates been worn like the band supporting the 
pendants on the figurine, they would have been shaped like 
crescents, instead of ovals. Besides, head -frontlets accord with 
Mycenaean custom ; almost all the terra -cotta figurines wear 
them ; and finally, Dr. Schliemann's account of the find decides 
the point. He says : " On the head of one of the three bodies was 
found the splendid crown of gold" (Fig. 153), and again: 
" Around the head of another of the three bodies was found the 
magnificent and artistically worked diadem (Fig. 149), to which 
was still attached part of the skull" These objects must there- 
fore still be looked upon as diadems. As to the breast-pendants, 
it is possible that they were fastened on to a band made of 
leather or some other perishable material. 

The contents hitherto described, i.e, the great diadems and 
pendants, give the finds from graves I and III a unique import- 
anca Plates resembling these diadems have also been found in 
the other graves, but they are always much smaller and more 
insignificant, and some of them at all events were destined to a 
dififerent purpose; pendants like those of these two graves are 
not found again. As a number of the objects in grave III, such 
as earrings, hair-pins, bead necklaces, are only worn by women, 
and as Dr. Schliemann has concluded from the shape of the bones 
that the bodies are those of women, it already seems highly 
probable, without further proof, that women were buried in these 
two graves. The point is confirmed by the observation that 
while the remaining graves were all packed with weapons, in 
graves I and III no single sword or dagger, not one spear or 
arrow-head, was found. We must therefore further conclude that 
only women were buried in these graves ; accordingly, among the 
Mycenaeans the large diadems and breast -pendants we have 
described were exclusively part of women's apparel. 

The diadems and pendants help us to a further conclusion. 
As all the gold plates in the first grave are identical in workman- 
ship, the three bodies to which they belong must have been 
buried at about the same epoch. Between the first and third 
graves a considerable interval of time can be noticed. The 
diadems of the third grave show a far more developed scheme of 
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decoration, and must therefore belong to another and laore 
luxurious period. Moreover, the two last diadems with their 
corresponding pendants differ from one another. While one 
group is merely adorned with richer and more advanced combina- 
tions of the circle, which was already found on the diadema of 
the first grave, the second diadem is enriched by a creat of gold 
leaves, and the pendants by additional tassels. Thus the whole 
of the third grave with its contenta belongs to a later period than 
the first ; and further, within the grave the body adorned with 
the richer ornaments must have been buried later than the 
others. This second proposition cannot receive further confirma- 
tion from the other finds, as it is impossible to ascertain how 



150. — QOLD CBOSS FBOK QBivB I (sin aboot i : S). 

these were apportioned among the bodies ; on the other hand, the 
first proposition, that grave I was much more simply furnished 
than grave III, is confirmed by a whole series of facts. 

We shall now proceed to examine tlie contents of each grave 
separately. 

The only other gold ornaments in grave I were a number of 
great crosses. One of these is given in Fig. 156 ; as many as 
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fourteen perfect instances and a few fragments have been 
collected, so that five would belong to each body. The pattern 
of the crosses is that of four laurel leaves meeting at right angles ; 
these are cut out in two plates, fastened together in the middle 
by a small bronze nail with broad head. Each leaf is decorated 
with three bosses along its spine, and all round the edges runs a 
leaf pattern like the one surrounding the bosses on one of the 
diadems from grave III (Fig. 149). The edges of the leaves had 
not, as was supposed, been strengthened by a piping of wire. 

The pin in the centre of these crosses suggests that they were 
fastened to some solid object, like a wooden jewel-casket, or else 
that they studded a leather girdle. Still, we may adhere to the 
original explanation that they were stitched on to garments. In 
real life they were doubtless more securely fastened; for the 
apparel of the dead the simple pin bent round at the back would 
suffice. 

The objects of other metals from this grave are a narrow 
bronze knife-blade, about 8 inches long ; the gilt rim of a bronze 
vase, adorned with a leaf pattern ; and a much-corroded copper 
ring, about the size of a bracelet. 

A number of partly cylindrical, partly egg-shaped objects of 
blue paste, with a hole pierced through them, were also found. 
They had evidently been strung together for 
necklaces. Two-and-twenty are of the shape 
shown in Fig. 157, four others are com- 
posed of four cylinders juxtaposed (Fig. 158), 
and one or two had a more oval shape. 

Beyond the small fragment of a box of 167, 158.— glass beads 
bone with an incised design apparently ^^^^ ^^^^^ vs»ze . ). 
representing a flower- stem, the other objects yielded by this 
grave were all of terra-cotta ; for example, first two small female 
figures, exactly similar to those found in such numbers elsewhere 
on the citadel (Figs. 159, 160). The heads of both are broken 
off, the arms are raised in a very clumsy " sickle shape " attitude. 
The colouring is red on the natural yellow of the clay ; under 
the breast, in Fig. 159 round the neck as well, a horizontal line 
has been drawn, and the space between waist and neck has been 
covered with slanting hatchings. In Fig. 159 two lines descend 
from the waist. 

This same method of decoration is found in almost all 
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statuettes of litis kind, except that sometimes more lines run 
downwards from the waist than in our example. As these lines 
and the closer lines on the breast and arras are never found on 
the head, they must indicate the folds of the garments ; they 




(siie 4 : 5 and S ; i). 



suggest a fuller scheme of drapery over the breast, and closer- 
fitting folds over tlie lower part of the figure. The horizontal 
line round the neck shows the upper finish of the garment, and 
the line round the waist the girdle. 

The rest of the find consists of terra-cotta vases, and the 
number found in this grave almost equals that of all the other 
graves put together. They are of that fine yellowish-brown clay 
which distinguishes all the vases of Mycensean fabric ; they are 
all made on the potter's wheel, and have very thin sides, so that 
they are characterised by that lightness for which later Greek 
vases are justly celebrated. They may be divided into two 
classes according to their ornamentation. In the class which 
preponderates in this grave, the design is carried out in a dark 
brown lustrous varnish on the natural clay. Where this varnish 
has been injured, or been thinly laid on, it has various paler 
shades down to a dull yellowish brown. As a rule, the foot and 
neck of the vase are uniformly covered with this varnish : the 
body, on the other hand, is covered all round with designs, which 
are consistently borrowed from marine plants or animals. Thus, 
on the finest instance (Fig. 161), the stalk of a seaweed winds 



upwards ; from either aide of it spring emaller twigs and beauti- 
ful triangular leaves, here and there in the iuterveniug spaces are 
small five-rayed polyps. In F^. 162 an umbelliferous plant 
appears to be growing between two lettuce-like leaves. On four 
others (see Fig. 163) creepers alternate with a curious double 
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object, which has been doubtless correctly explained as an open 
shell The small low bowl (Figs. 164 and 165) ia decorated 
outside with stars and points, inside with small polyps. These 
are apparently the " argonauts," so common in the Mediterranean. 
All these vases are pauited with the lustrous varnish 
mentioned above, and, with the single exception of the bowl, are 
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all of the same shape. They have full bodies, with broad 
rouud apouta, and three or four small handles on the shoulder. 
The two remaining vases from the same grave are clearly 
distinguishable from these. Both are painted in a dnll brown 
and red colour, and they stand completely alone both in their 



decoration and in their shape. The big vase (Fig. 166) is almost 
spherical. It has a narrow neck, which, to judge from the small 
portion left, ended in the long beak - like spout which is 
characteristic of the vases of grave VI. Around the body 
runs a broad band of narrow brown lines, alternating with 
wide red ones. On the neck are two broad red circles, and 
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between them, in front, opposite the only handle, are two plastic 
imitations of the human breast. The shoulder is decorated with 
elaborate spirals. The other vase, also painted with a dull 
colour, has the shape of a bowl with two large handles on the 
shoulders. Its decoration also consists of simple horizontal lines 
and a band of spirals. 

The relation of the vases with varnish to those with dull 
paint within this grave, holds good for the whole class of 
Mycenaan vases. All the more important examples of this class 



of vases, which spreads over the islands of the Archipelago aa far 
as Ehodes and Crete, and on the west as far as Sicily and 
Sardinia, have been collected and pubhshed by Drs. Furtwangler 
and Loschcke for the German Archeolc^cal Institute.' They 
divide the whole of these vases into two classes, the one 
painted in lustrous varnish, the other in a dull colour ; and they 
have proved that the vases with varnish employ aa ornaments 
natural objects, especially those connected with the sea, such as 

' Jfj/tenUche Vasen, VbrhtlUniache ThoTigeftaae aua dcm Oebiele du MiUelmttrea 
(Berlin 18Se}. 
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seaweed, shells, polyps, and sea-nettles ; those with dull brown 
paint employ linear ornaments, and above all the spiral 
Further, they connect this linear ornamentation with that of the 
oldest seats of civilisation in Cyprus, Thera, Sicily, Assyria, 
Phoenicia, and with the systems still followed nowadays among 
barbarous nations. The lustre paint, on the other hand, they 
consider to be a genuine and exclusively Greek method. " Only 
Greeks, and those who can be proved to have learnt it from 
Greeks, like the Etruscans, the lapygians, and certain Cypriote 
fabrics, have painted with lustrous varnish ; the Mycenaean vases 
show us the beginnings of this important innovation." 

Although the result of these observations seems to be that 
the painting of vases in a dull colour came into use earlier than 
the lustre-painting, yet every dull-coloured vase need not be older 
than the lustre vases. In the first grave the technique of the 
gold diadems, as we saw, proved that the bodies were buried 
almost simultaneously ; therefore the vases which were deposited 
with them cannot be far removed from one another in date. 

At that time vases with lustre paint and vases with dull 
paint must have been manufactured side by side, and the question 
whether a greater number of the one or of the other class was 
found in a grave cannot have any weight in fixing the date of 
that grave. It is more likely that the two kinds were not 
manufactured in the same place. If we take into account the 
wide distribution of the so-called Mycensean vases, we are 
astonished at the conformity in the clay, the shape, and the 
systems of decoration. This homogeneous character has long ago 
led to the conviction that the vases were not always manufactured 
where they were found, but that they formed the staple of an 
extensive trade carried on between the islands and the coasts of 
the Greek Sea. Hitherto, however, no fixed place of manu- 
facture has been ascertained. It would be a mistake to imagine 
there was only one central fabric. If, on the other hand, there 
were several, it would then be easy to understand why in one 
place the traditional oriental manner was preserved, with its dull 
washes and its designs clearly imitated from the flat, hammered 
hoops and the wire spirals of metal work, while in another place 
the painter was already using a new lustrous paint, and had 
realised that he was not working in a stubborn material, but with 
a brush that gave him the power of imitating every living form. 



We now turn to the finds from the third grave, whose chief 
objects, the diadems and pendants, have been described and 
figured above. Beside the three full-grown women, tliere lay in 
this grave two bodies of children, to which various objects can 
easily be attributed. Not only were the little faces covered with 
tiny masks of gold leaf, in one of which the eyes were cut out, 
while in both the fonns were moulded by the hand over the 
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face itself; but the hands and feet were likewise enveloped in 
gold leaf, which still shows clearly the shape of the fingers and 
toes. 

The gold ornaments next in order of importance are six 
crosses similar to the fourteen crosses from grave I, though of more 
elaborate shape and design. The simplest is given in Fig. 167, 
the most elaborate in Fig. 168. In each instance a cross of 
narrow lancet-shaped leaves is laid on a cross of broad leaves, 
the four arms of which are imitations in the one case of the 
laurel leaf, in the other most likely of the fig leaf. The narrow 
cross is quite smooth in Fig. 167, but in Fig. 168 it is decorated 
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with & branch of symmetrically opposed leaves. Through the 
centre of the cross we again have a pin with a broad head ; 
unfortunately nothing definite can be arrived at with regard to 
the use of these crosses any more than in grave I. 

The annexed illustrations give three interesting ornaments 



168.— OOLD CROSS FHOH OHAVK III (skfl 3 : 7). 

(Figs, 169-171). The only explanation offered ot them hitherto 
has been that they served " to hold together locks of hair." ^ In 
spite of their size they are undoubtedly earrings. Each ornament 
is one of a pair, and in Fig. 171 the little ring which passed 
through the lobe of the ear is still preserved ; in the other 
instances it is lost, but the point where it should be fixed at the 

' See MycduK, p. 195, for this interpretation of these p«rticul«r ornaments ; «id 
Helbig, Spas, p. 242, etc., tot the Homeiic cuatotn of tying plaits or locks of hair 
with gold or silver " holders " {cf. Iliad, xvii. 52). 
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upper end of the omaiuent is so much worn on the inside, that 
we incidentally obtain a proof that these earrings had been worn 
a long time during life. The ear- pendant in Fig. I7l consists of 
two gold plates in repmiaai opeu work ; they were joined together 



by folding over the edges, and have now got separated from one 
another. This pair was probably not worn in life, but made 
expressly as an ornament for the dead. The pattern on Fig. 170 
is chiselled. 

The ladies of Mycenie were evidently in the habit of loading 
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themselves with gold. It would be difficult to match even their 
hair-pins for size and weighl. Odc of these, originallT thought 
to be a brooch, is given in Fig. 172 : the pin, which is much too 
broad and long for a brooch, is of silver. The bent upper end 
supports a semicLTcolar onuunent, within which is a female figure 
with upraised arms. She wears a necklace round her throat, and 
a bracelet on her left arm near the shoulder. Her dress Sows 



17S. — SOLD HAIR-Pia WITH BILVER STEM FBOM GRAVE III [Ultunl SUe). 

downwards in long parallel folds. The encircling frame apparently 
consists of small leaves, growing on long sUlks which end iu 
lotus blossoms. 

In Fig. 173 again, we have two views of a hemispherical 
ball of rock-crystal, which must have been the head of a hair-pin. 
The ball is hollow, and inside the hollow are traces of a pattern 
of pointed arches carried out in bright red and white. Many 
gold sheaths have also been found in which bronze or wooden 



pins must have been encased ; thus formiug a kind of hair-pin, 
which would of course be of no use except as an omament for 
the dead. 



The high head-dresa of the Mycenteau women is further con- 
iinned by the representation on the gold ring found outside the 
graves, and given below, Fig. 281, 

An extraordinary number of fragments of necklaces were 
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found. In the firat place, several amber beads of the most 
various sizes (Fig. 174). They are now of a dark yellow colour, 
and are cracked all over. The chemical analysis made for Br. 
Schliemann by Dr. 0. Helm, of Dauzig, has shown that these 
beads are most closely allied, not to Sicilian amber, but to 
that of the Baltic, whence they probably came. The Sicilian 
and Upper Italian amber, says Dr. Helm, has absolutely no succinic 
acid ; only Baltic amber contains it in a proportion of three to 
seven per cent. The beads from the Mycenaean graves contain 
six per cent of succinic acid, and must therefore come fiom the 
Baltic, for " there has been no instance hitherto of a product, 
physically and chemicaUy identical with the Baltic amber, being 
found in another spot" 

With the amber agate beads have also been found, and 
lenticular gems of sardonyx or amethyst adorned with spirals or 



even with figure-subjects, and finally gold ornaments which were 
probably threaded together to form necklaces, as they always 
have a tubular perforation lengthways. Some are given in Figs. 



H OHATB in (afttnral aiw). 

175 and 176; these are composed of a hollow spine with wire 
spirals soldered together on each side of it. Another kind is 
seen in Figs. 177-179, three rectangular ornaments, also per- 
forated, and adorned with figure -subjects in intaglio. On the 
first a man is fighting with a lion, which he has seized round the 
neck with his left hand, while with his right hand he thrusts his 
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sword into the beast's throat. The lion has clutched hold of the 
man's outstretched leg with his front claws. The man wears a 
sort of bathing- trousers, the regular costume on the so-called 
" Island-stones," or oldest gems from the Greek Archipelago : its 
details can now be more accurately determined from the recent 
finds in the bee-hive tomb near Amyklae. The drawing, especially 
of the man's figure, is surprisingly natural and easy. 

The skill of the artist is still more admirable in the second 
example, where we have a scene of two warriors in close combat. 
The one is pressing forward lustily from the left, and thrusts his 
sword into the neck of his sinking foe just above the edge of the 
shield. The conqueror appears to wear no other garment beyond 
the one mentioned above. The lines behind his back are not 
clear, they may be the ill-preserved outline of a shield. The 
conquered man is almost completely covered by his large round 
shield. He wears a helmet, apparently with a crest and big 
plume. The bipartite shield is strongly arched ; it is decorated 
with a double row of points ; these are doubtless the bosses 
which have been found in such numbers in the men's graves, and 
to which we shall return later on. 

On the third ornament is represented a lion looking back, 
while running swiftly away to the right. The bent forelegs do 
not mean that the beast has sunk on the ground, but are merely 
expressive of swift running. Later art, even in the seventh century, 
rendered rapid motion in the same manner, e,g, on the metopes of 
Selinus, on black-figured vases, etc. Under the animal is a clear 
indication of rocky ground. 

A number of tiny figures in gold plate found here were 
destined to be stitched on to garments as trimming. Among 
the most important are a few representations of female divinities. 
Figs. 180 and 181 each show a naked female figure, standing 
upright with hands crossed over the breast. Head and feet are 
turned to the left, but the rest of the body faces full to the front, 
according to the method usual in archaic art. The head is 
bound by a diadem made up of large balls; it bears a close 
resemblance to the diadems from the first and third graves. 
Above the figure hovers a dove ; in Fig. 181 two more doves are 
flying away, one on each side. Fig. 180 is a simple repoussS gold 
plate, hollow at the back, and pierced with six holes to sew it on 
by. Fig. 181, on the other hand, was meant to be seen on both 
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sides, for it consists of two plates equally wrought, and fasteoed 
together hy the two rivets visible in the middle of the body and 



ISO, ISl.— FiaHREB OF astaktb ih gold leaf from QRAVi! in (natunlnzs). 

between the knees. The exact way in which this object was 
worn is not known, but very probably it formed the head of a 
hair-pin. Both statuettes may be safely assumed to represent 
Aphrodite, who, aa the Phcenician Astarte, had already received 
the dove as her attribute, and is the only female divinity ever 
represented quite nude. 

One of two duplicate little female images in gold plate is given 
in Fig. 182. The figure is clothed and is turned full to the 
front in a sitting posture ; only the feet are 
here again turned, the one to the right, the 
other to tlie left. The hands are joined on 
the breast Tlie garment on the upper part 
of the figure falls in a bulging fold below the 
breast, and the skirt forms one large fold 
between the knees. It is adorned witli two 
TOWS of points and several plain stripes wliich 
may represent tucks (see p. 276). The points 
Kiomw^NooLD LEA^ **'" "I'scs arc probably identical with the round 
KROM QHiVK lit gold plates found in this grave in numbeis 
(natuna«i«). exceeding 700 (Figs. 189-192). The sitting 

attitude of the figure, the arms folded on the breast, the full- 
face position of the head, all correspond so closely to the ancient 
figure of Cybele on the rocky side of Mount Sipylos near 
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Magnesia,' a figure which goes back to a mythical Greek past, 
that we may veoture to see in our gold trinket an image either 
of Cybele or of the Great Mother Khea. 

Many might resent the supposition that these sacred images 
served as ornaments ; but in Egypt small ef(igies of the gods were 
strung together in numbers and worn round the neck ot on the 
breast, and the modem custom of wearing a cross on a neck- 
ribbon is scarcely different. 

There may also be a religious significance attachit^ to the 
little house in Fig. 183. It was found in duplicate in this grave. 



and three more exactly similar instances were found in grave V. 
It affords a most interesting example of the complete elevation of 
a building ; this is all the more valuable as only the ground-plan 
of even the best preserved of the actual buildings of that remote 
period has been found. Our little gold plate shows first a founda- 
tion of well-jointed slabs ; above this follow three niches, appar- 
ently framed by wooden beams ; the central niche is the highest. 
In the midst of each slaud.^ a column with a capital composed of 

' Thef8moosMi-calle(l"Niohe." See W. M. Ranisay, J. E.S. ii. p. 33, "SipjloB 
uid Cjbele." 



' 
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two square slabs. The line shaped like a calyx, within which the 
column stands, is at first sight enigmatical. 

The central opening is further surmounted by an upper part ; 
first four superimposed beams followed by a framed rectangular 
space, which is adorned with two semicircular ornaments turned 
back to back. The whole erection is crowned by an object of 
peculiar shape. The low side niches also end in ornaments, on 
each of which perches a dove. 

This triple division of the facade reappears on Lycian tombs 
built in imitation of wooden houses. The ground-plans of the 
palaces of Troy, Tiryns, and Mycenae, where the front is invariably 
formed by two columns standing between two antse, further show 
that this is the typical facade for the most ancient Greek 
buildings. Moreover, the central upper -structure confirms in a 
most satisfactory manner the conjecture offered on many sides that 
these ancient buildings were of the basilica type- — a raised 
central nave between two aisles. The windows which let in air 
and light, and at the same time afforded an escape to the smoke 
of the health, were introduced in the walls that rose above the 
aisles. Dr. Dorpfeld has already thought of this construction 
for the roof of the palace of Tiryns, the ground-plan of which is 
the only one completely preserved. In this case, however, special 
reasons have led him to conclude that the central raised structure 
was not continued the whole length of the chief room up to the 
vestibule, but only covered the four pillars in the centre.^ The 
little gold house, on the other hand, seems to represent a building 
where the central upper structure is continued up to the front. 
Had it only existed far back on the roof, it would not have been 
visible to the spectator standing in front of the facade, and 
would consequently not have been represented, as it is here, 
crowning the facjade. 

We may therefore consider the rectangle of the upper 
structure to represent a window. The semicircles are introduced 
either to fill up the space or as ornaments on the shutters. The 
curved lines under the columns of the niches should be interpreted 
in the same manner : they merely cover the empty space, or else 
they are patterns decorating the doors. Still the position of the 
columns themselves in the centre of the openings remains a 
problem. Perhaps the aitist wished to indicate single columns 

* TirynSf ch. v. p. 215, etc. 
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or rows of columns standing in the interior, and clumsily showed 
one through each entrance. 

It seems impossible to take the crown of the central structure 
to be an altar, as some are inclined to do. It seems to be a 
simple akroterion. The doves at the corners are too certainly 
suggestive of an Aphrodite or Aatarte cultus, for the whole 
building to be considered as merely secular. 



184, 185. — OOLD PLATES FROM GRAVK til (patural size). 

The other ornaments destined to be sewn on to garments are 
chiefly in the shape of two animals facing one another heraldically 
in the scheme which the Gate of the Lions has made familiar. At 



1S6 FLTIHO OBIFFIN IN OOLD PLATE FROH OHAVE Ul (natural Slie). 

one time we have stags, as in Fig. 184 (10 examples), at another 
cat-like creatures (Fig- 185) supported on a palm tree as on a 
bracket. Swans are also found and eagles, the oldest prototypes 
of the double eagle. As instances of one animal alone, we have, 
in addition to foxes and jackals, the sphinx of Fig. 187, which is 
repeated as often as six times, and once we find a flying griffin 
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(Fig. 186). Some of these omaments were fixed on to pins to 
serve as h&ir-pms. However, as most of them are not pierced at 
all (e,ff. the octopus of Fig. 188, of which eighteen replicas have 



187, 188.— SPBINI ASD OCTOPUB IN BOLD PLATI FROM GRAVE ni (natural lite). 

been found, and another similar octopus, with ten replicas), it is 
difiGcult to toll exactly how they were fastened. 



II (nBtiiml size). 



In addition to these no leas than 701 large round gold plates 
have been found in this grave : we can only imagine that they 
served as ornaments for dresses. Not one of them shows any 
trace of how they were fastened. Dr. Schliemann found them 



I OHAVB UI (uBturnl size). 
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"as well below as above and around the bodies."^ They may 
have been fixed on the garments with some kind of glue,* so that 
with the garments which they adorued they would enfold the body 
on all sides {Figs. 189-192). 

The patterns on these beautiful and exquisitely worked plates 
show us the Mycenaean technique in all its wealth of design. 
We find in them, in equal proportion, the two styles of decoration 
which may be distinguished on the vases of the first grave ; in 
imitation of natural objects, not artistically copied, but con- 
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ventionalised, we find cuttle-fish, butterflies, and palm leaves ; as 
an echo of the old metal work we have patterns composed of 
circles, wave-lines, and spirals. 

These same round plates, adorned in one case with a 
butterfly, in the other with a pattern of leaf and circle combined, 
are utilised as trays for two small pairs of scales, evidently 

• Stycenir, p. 165. 

* It would seem reaaonablc to suppose that they irei 
bole " stitch all arounil the rim — mucli as pieces of g 
■tuffs up to this day.— (Tr.) 
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destined only as furniture for the dead (Fig. 193). Only the thin 
gold leaf covering of the beams of the scales has been preserved: 
it undoubtedly clothed a wooden or bronze bar : the cords which 
support the trays are quite thin strips of gold leaf. It is 
difficult to decide whether Dr. Schliemanu is correct when he 
attributes a symbolic significance to these scales, and asserts that 
as on Egyptian grave-paintings, so here also the good and the 
evil deeds of the dead were to be weighed wii 
not rather have here au illustration of Greek 
ntuvely realistic and utterly opposed to all 




the scales are simply to be looked upon as a gift just as necessary 
to the worthy housewife in her grave as sword and drinking-cup 
are to the man in his ? At 
any rate, this would not be the 
only article of household furni- 
ture discovered in this grave 
where only women were buried. 
Here also was found a bronze 
blade, which owing to its shape 
cannot possibly have belonged 
to a swoi'd or a dt^er, and is 
probably a piece of kitchen 
furniture (Fig. 194), just like 
the alabaster spoon in Fig. 195. 
The latter has the shape of 
two bauds juxtaposed so as to 
form a hollow. So too, in the 
lower city, M. Tsountas has 
noticed that small knives were 
only found in the women's 

Among other gold finds we 
have a cup (Fig. 196), charmingly decorated with two rows of 
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fish ; the cup proper is beaten out of a single plate, the handle 
is riveted on. Likewise the gold box (Fig. 197) is not soldered, 
but the bottom is made fast to the aides merely by folding over 
the edges. The lid in this box and in the following three vases 
by means of a wira The same arrangement is 



166, 167.— QOLD CUP AND bOX FBOil UBAVE III (Kiza 3 : g). 

often found in the Trojan vases, just as in Homer the lids of 
coffers are fastened down by skilfully tied knots.' The gold 
vessels given in Figs. 199-201 are exceedingly small. One ia a 
shallow round box. The two others are shaped like amphora; 
the one, decorated with a leaf pattern, consists of two separate 
pieces one above the other; the other, of which a somewhat 
larger duplicate has been found, ia quite smooth. It is probable 
that these miniature water-jugs and caskets were laid by the side 
of the children's corpses in imitation of the real objects offered 
to grown-up people. 

A few other vases of silver, a cup of the same material, and some 
copper caldrons need no special description. On the other hand, 
among the objects made of the so-called Egyptian porcelain — a 
fine white paste with a sand-like grain — one fragment with the 
helmeted head of a warrior is of special interest. It is published 
here for the first time (Fig. 198). The face is shown in profile. 
The nose is laige, the eye, which is big and staring, has its pupil 

* Od. viii. 443-445. " Nowwhun the steadfast goodly Odyssena heard tbUsayiliKi 
Torthwith he fixed on the lid, and quickl}' tied the curious knot, which the lady 
Circe once od a time had taught liiiti." 
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given in black paint. The neck is concealed by the upper lim of 

a huge shield. The helmet is low, and fits closely to the head. 

It consists of several superimposed bands, each of which is 
separately plaited, probably out of leather 
thongs. Over the ear can be seen the chin 
strap. On the top of the helmet and to the 
front is an appendf^e shaped like a horn ; the 
remnant of a second appendage can be seen to 
the centre, but it is unfortunately impossible 
to know how it terminated. 

The helmet of the warriors on the large 
vase found outside the graves has similar 
homed crests, but these are both turned to 
the front, and the whole helmet is dififerently 

fashioned. We have a closer analogy in the helmet of the 



199-201.— GOLD TESSBU FROM ORATB III (size 2 : 3). 

Schardana (Fig. 202), who are represented as enemies of the 

Egyptians in the chronicles of Ramses III. Here we again meet 

with the low semicircular helmet, fitting close to the 

*V^ head, with a horn to the back and front and a knob 

X-^ in the middle. The Schardana are generally under- 

 stood to be the inhabitants of Sardis, and it is highly 

 probable that the shape and crowning of the helmet 
in question came from Asia Minor to Myeenee. The 

only painted vase found in this grave is given in Fig, 203. It 
shows us a combination of linear and naturalistic decorations 
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rendered in lustrous paint. The body is siirrounded by two 
banda ; above these, palm leaves are inserted within circles, which 
are bound together by an undulating line. 

In the Museum of the FolytecbiiicoQ a few small vases are 
placed along with the contents of this grave, though they do not 
belong to them, but have a quite distinct provenience. Dr. 
Schliemann gives the following account of their find : " At 
about 9 feet above the mouth of the third grave, I discovered 
close to it, on the slope of the rock, at a depth of 21 feet below 
the former surface, a number of skeletons of men, which had 
evidently not been on the funeral pyre, but were so much 
destroyed by moisture that none of the skulls could be taken 



203.— V4BE FROM OBATB m (sUb 7 : 10). 

out entire. The only objects found with these skeletons were 
knives of obsidian, and five very pretty hand-made vases.'" One 
of them is shown in Fig. 204. Unlike the vases mentioned 
above, these are made of a somewhat coarse red clay. Their 
ornamentation consists of simple bands and wave-lines, given in 
a dull dark purple on a dull ground of light green. These vases 
belong then to the first great group with dull paint, but their 
rough make certainly places them lowest in the scale of the 
pottery found at Mycenae. Were it not that one more vase from 
grave II shows these peculiarities, we might believe that this 
' Myeence, p. 182. 
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remarkable find on the slope of the rock had yielded ns the 
relics of a period preceding the pit-gravea. The most tecent 
finds in the graves of the lower city have brought to light 
^milftr examjdes. In many cases skeletons were laid in front 
of the doors of these graves with meaner and nidet offerings, 
though apparently bnried simnltaoeoosly with the corpses lying 



204.— TERSA-corrA vasb fodnd keah qbavk in (itize 4 : E). 

inside. M. Tsountas is riglit in seeing here an illustration of 
the Homeric custom, by which slaves or prisoners of war were 
slain in honour of the illustrious dead and buried with them. 
The skeletons above the pit-graves may be explained in the same 
manner, only in that case, instead of belonging to the women's 
grave III, they must belong to the men's grave IV, .which is 
close by. 



6. The Second Grave 

The second grave is the smalleat of alL It only measures 
9 feet by 10 feet It contained only one corpse, wliich the 
whole furniture of the tomb shows to be that of a man ; frag- 
ments of a bronze sword were found here, tc^etber with the spear- 
head of the same metal figured in Fig. 206. This spear-bead 
terminates in a round socket, into which the shaft was fixed. 
On the side of the sheath is a ring, serving perhaps to fasten the 
curious object resembling a bag or a Sag, which we see on the 
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speais in the great warrior vase (see below, Fig. 284). In this 
grave was found too the golden cup, Fig. 205, also beaten out 
of one piece of gold plate, and with its one handle riveted on. 
Around the upper portion runs an ornament composed of pointed 
arches ; round the middle and the foot are double raised bands, 
whose slanting hatchings form the so-called herring-bone pattern. 
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As these objects prove beyoud a doubt that 
a man was buried in this graTC, we are at first 
somewhat astonished to meet with a gold diadem 
(Fig. 207). Its shape, however, is quite difierent 

from that of the diadems found 

in the women's graves. It is 

much narrower, and as it only 

broadens slightly in the middle, 

it resembles the fillets which we 

see round the brows of kings 

and poets in later and even the 

latest Greek art, and might 

quite well have been a mas- 
culine headgear. The other 

graves, however, wiD show us 

that these bands often lay in 

the grave in numbers far greater 

than there were bodies, and 

that some of them were found 

twisted round the bones of 

arms. It is probable, therefore, 

that they were armlets, and, 

moreover, that tliey were espe- 
cially intended to be worn by 

men. For instance, the man 

riding on the bull in the Tiryns 

fresco wears such bauds on his 

wrists and ankles, and also 

round his knees. It is note- 
worthy that in the decoration 

of this band tlie chief motif, the 

big circles linked together by 

208.— BRONZE BFEiB- taDgeuts, with the small itiund 

iT(9^ze'T^t'"*5V I'osses in the spaces near the 

tangents, recalls the system of 
ornamentation of the only ten^-cotta vase found 
in grave III (see above. Fig. 203); only there the 
circles are filled by a palm leaf, here witli a rosette 
composed of slanting leaves. Thus the second and 207.— oold diapu 
third graves are probably closely related in time. '"""' ""*''" "' 
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The other objects found ia this grave are a small knife, 
three vases of the so-called Egyptian porcelain, and two painted 
vases. The shape of one of the latter is remarkable (Fig. 208). 
It has no handle, and terminates in a sharp point pierced 
with a hole, so that it may have served as a funnel. It 
is decorated with a reddish-brown varnish on the yellow ground 
of the clay. Hound the neck, body, and foot are rows of bands. 
Both the intervening spaces are filled with large spirals somewhat 



208.— TBRBA-COTT* VASB FHOM GtUTB II (siie aboiit 1 : 3). 

carelessly drawn. The second painted vase is the one whose 
close analc^ to those found on the edge of the third grave 
has already been noticed (Fig. 209). It is of coarse red clay, 
and hand-made. The whole surface has been washed over with 
a greyish yellow, and the ornaments, consisting of bands, a zigz^ 
line, and a triangular pattern, are given in dull purple paint. In 
this grave we find the dull and the lustrous ware once more not 
only aide by side, but reUted Uirough the fact that both employ 
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only the linear system of ornamentation borrowed from metal 
technique. 



7. The Fourlh Grave 

The fourth grave was the largest, and in every respect the 
richest The door measures 16^ feet by 22 feet; but the walls 
built against the sides and projecting 4 feet considerably diminish 
the area. In the grave " lay the bodies of five men ; three of 
them were lying with the head to the east, and the feet to the 
west ; the other two were lying with the head to the north, and 
the feet to the south." ' 

The graves we have considered up to now have shown us 
that the interpretation of many of the ornaments depends com- 
' yfycciicc, p. 21?, 
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pletely on the sex of the persons buried. The presence of 
certain objects exclusively pertaining to the one sex, and the 
absence of others belonging to the opposite sex, could always be 
satisfactorily explained by the answer that in graves I and III 
only women, in grave II only one man, were buried. In grave 
IV, however, the case is different, and therefore more perplexing. 
The great number of weapons of all kinds shows beyond a doubt 
that we are here chiefly concerned with men. On the other 
hand, various objects like hair-pins and a large massive bracelet 
have been found, which can only be regarded as articles of 
female apparel; yet the whole feminine outfit which we 
became acquainted with in graves I and III is far from being 
complete here ; we notice more especially the absence of earrings 
and of the large breast-pendants. 

The problem cannot be absolutely solved, though, after 
carefully weighing every circumstance, the conviction that three 
men and two women were buried in this grave gains upon us 
more and more. 

Let us first consider the chief point on which the question 
turns. Dr. Schliemann enumerates as many as eight " diadems " 
as coming from this grave, and since the diadem which he puts 
down to grave III also belongs here according to M. Stama- 
takis's arrangement of the Museum, we get nine diadems in all. 
It is obviously impossible, since only five bodies were in the 
grave, that these should have all served as headgear, and it 
is unnecessary to discuss the ingenious theory by which Dr. 
Schliemann has tried to prove that perhaps several children's 
corpses were also buried in the grave, though every trace of their 
bones has disappeared. A band of similar shape to the one in 
Fig. 207, but of uniform breadth, and not tapering off at the 
ends, was found in grave V round the bone of an arm (see below. 
Fig. 257), and, as only men were buried in this grave, it can 
immediately be identified as a man's armlet. But bands of shapes 
different from this were also worn round the arm. In grave IV 
there was found round an arm a band, broad in the centre, and 
decreasing to a point at the sides, and finally terminating in a thin 
gold thread. It has the shape of the gold bands given in Figs. 
148 and 149. We must then enquire which of the variously 
shaped " diadems " of the fourth grave can correctly preserve 
this name. 
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In the first place, we have two examples which are closely 
analt^ona to the large dia- 
dem with crest from grave 
III. The first, given in 
Fig. 210, also had a crest 
of small leaves riveted to 
it, but the crest, with the 
exception of a few frag- 
ments, has now disappeared. 
The second ornament in 
Fig. 211 resembles the first. 
It shows the same division 
into five fields by means of 
vertical bands, but in place 
of rosettes its three central 
spaces are filled with bosses 
of two sizes such as adorn 
the two comer spaces in 
Fig. 210, while in the 
corners a square pattern 
is repeated ou each side. 
There is no separate crest, 
but the upper part of the 
diadem is itself shaped 
somewhat like a crest 
This upper portion is 
adorned with three rows 
of small circular bosses. 

Obviously these two 
bands were never intended 
to be worn round the arm. 
They are undoubtedly dia- 
dems, and it now only 
remains to decide whether 
they should be assigned to 
men or to women. Now 
we know that in this 
grave there were found 
thirteen gold crosses with 

aio— ooij>^iADEM FROM oBAVE IV ^^^^ shapcd likc Uiuel 



MYCENjE 217 



leaves as in the crosses from graves I and III. In the man's 
grave II no such crosses 
occur, nor in graves V and 
VI, where it can also be 
proved that only men were 
buried. This seems to show 
that these objects belonged 
exclusively to female apparel. 
Grave I taught us that some 
five or six were found on 
each body. So that the 
thirteen of this grave would 
be correctly apportioned 
between two female corpses. 
Moreover, their patterns con- 
clusively show that they 
belong to the two diadems 
(Figs. 212-214). They all 
have circles and bosses, and 
occasionally also they have 
a leaf pattern recalling the 
rosettes of the diadem with 
crest of Fig. 210 ; they 
even have the same oblique 
hatchings along the edge. 
The ai^ument which proved 
that the crosses always be- 
longed to women's apparel 
will therefore also apply to 
the diadems, and can in 
their case be strengthened 
by the following circum- 
stance. In grave II, with 
the men's corpse, only one 
small gold band was found, 
and we have seen that it 
was more probably worn 
round the arm than on the 
head. In the other men's 
graves, V and VI, nothing 211.— gold DtADBM from uiiave iv. 
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resembling a diadem has been found at all. ConsequeDtly 
it would seem that at Mycenae men were not buried with 



If we follow up these suggestions, and decide that two 
women were buried in this grave, we are rewarded by fioding 
that a number of facts further support and strengthen oar 
conclusion. In the first place, we shall see that the ornaments in 
Figs. 215-217 are hair-pins, and consequently portions of female 
dress. The knob in Fig. 218 also prot«bly belonged to a 



hair-pin ; its upper point is finished off, but the lower point is 
left open, and a gilt bronze pin was doubtless fixed into it. The 
bracelet of Fig. 219, with its rosette of sun- rays set on a back- 
ground of leaves, is very splendid. A comb has also been found ; 
its semicircular shape shows that it served to hold up the bair. 
It is made of bone, but its back is covered with gold leaf. In 
this grave tiny scales were again buried with the women. The 
parts preserved are two thin fragments of gold plate, presumably 
the outer coating of the scale beam. 

To women's apparel belong further three of those same little 
sbnnes with doves which we saw in grave III. These three new 
instances are such exact replicas of the other two that they must 
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all have been cast from the same mould, or perhaps beaten out 
with the same stamp ; and this is an additional proof that these 
two graves were closely connected in point of time. 

Further, the necklaces, which were made of the countless 




218.— GOLD HEAD 
OF A HAIR-PIN 
FROM GRATE IV 

(size 1 : 8). 






215-217. — GOLD HAIR-PINS FROM GRATE IV (natural size). 

amber beads found in this grave, were certainly worn by women. 
Finally, the two gold signet rings with the large and richly 
carved intaglios (Figs. 220, 221) are so small that on a man's 
hand of ordinary size they cannot be pushed lower than the 
middle of the little finger, and must therefore have belonged 
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to women, although the exploits they represent are so thoroughly 
masculine. 

On the first int^lio we see two men in a chariot hunting a 
stag. The chariot is of the shape we are familiar with from the 
grave stelai. Here also only one four-spoked wheel is given, 
behind which we must imagine the second wheel to be concealed. 
On the other hand, the chariot is distinctly drawn by a pair of 
horses. In it are two men, one of whom is leaning over to shoot 
at the stag. He holds his bow with his left hand, and with his 
right lets fly the arrow from the string. The other man stands 
erect ; his hands are half raised to hold the reins, which, however, 
cannot be seen on the intaglio. Above the horses the stag is 
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bounding onwards and turning round its head. It must naturally 
be conceived as running in front of the chariot. As is often the 
case in the oldest art, the scene is compressed on account of the 
small space, and objects which should come one after the other 
are placed one above the other. Under and in front of the 
horses a waving line indicates the ground ; along the upper edge of 
this intaglio, and still better in the second, we see leaf-shaped 
incisions, which may be intended for foliage or for clouds, or 
which more probably are merely brought in to fill up the space, 
hke the spirals on the stele, Fig. 146, and the head of en ox and 
the foliage on the little gold plates given below. Figs. 260 
and 261. 

The second ring shows us a battle-scene. Four warriors are 
represented. The action culminates in the centre, where a 



wBirioT striding forward to the right has seized his opponent, who 
ainks on his knee before him, by the neck or by the bair.'and is in 
the act of despatching him with his sword. The fallen man still 
tries to protect himself with his raised sword. From the right 
another warrior comes up to the rescue ; he approaches under cover 
of bis buge shield, and brandishes a long spear against the victor. 
On the other side of the group a fourth warrior sits resting on 
the ground, supporting himself on his right hand. His left knee 
is bent up close to his body, his right leg stretched out. 
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As on the former ring, so here, the men appear to be clothed 
only with aprons. But the warrior with the shield also wears a 
helmet, for the long plume can be distinctly recognised. The 
shield is not curved in at the sides, but quite straight ; it is so 
strongly arched that it almost has the shape of a half- cylinder. 

These rings complete the list of objects which we may safely 
allot to the two women buried in this grave. It would be satis- 
factory if it could be proved that these corpses were the same 
two which Dr. Schliemann found imbedded lengthways in the 
southern half of the grave, while the three others were lying 
crossways in the northern half. But the report of the find does 
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not admit of this coDclusion. Dr. Schliemann says : " Beginning 
the excavation of the lower strata of this tomb from the south 
side, I at once struck on five laige copper vessels, in one of 
which were exactly one hundred very laige and smaller buttons of 
wood, covered with plates of gold. . . . Close to the copper vessel 
with the gold buttons, I found a cow's head of silver with two 
long golden horns. . . . There were also found here two more cow 
heads of very thin gold plate, which have a double axe between the 
horns. ... In further excavating from east to west I struck a heap 
of more than twenty bronze swords and many lances. . . . Some of 
the lance-shafts seemed to be well preserved, but they crumbled 
away when exposed to the air. . . . The two bodies with the 
head to the north had the face covered with large masks of gold 
plate in repouss^ work." ^ 

From this account it is clear that the two bodies with their 
heads to the north, with masks on their faces, and swords and 

lances close to their sides, were men, and that 
we must look for the women among the three 
corpses that lay with their heads to the east. 
This last conjecture is further confirmed by Dr. 
Schliemann's words : " I found with the three 
bodies whose heads were laid towards the east 
the two large golden signet rings and the large 
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222.— THE FIVE A few other passages in the account of the 

GRA^^^iv '^ excavations appear at first sight to challenge our 

supposition that two of the corpses were female, 
and to prove that only one woman was buried in this grave. 
The first point is easily disposed of I assume beforehand 
that masks are especially characteristic of men's corpses. In 
this grave they covered the faces of both the bodies, which, to 
judge from the gifts of weapons, were certainly male ; none are 
found in the women's graves I and III, and they reappear again 
in the men's grave V. Now Dr. Schliemann reports: "A third mask 
of much thicker gold plate (Fig. 223) was found covering the face 
of one of the three bodies which lay with the head to the east." * 
As the two skeletons lying north to south have been identified 
as men, this w^ould then be the third male corpse, and the two 
remaining would be the women. However, the report proceeds : 

* Myccnoc, p. 215. * Ihid. p. 223. » Ibid, p. 220. 
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"A fourth very heavy gold mask was found at the head of 
anothei of the three bodies which had their heads turned to 
the east ... on closer examinatioii we find that it represents 
a lion's head." ' A still closer inspection shows that this 
mask had been fixed to a smooth surface by means of the 
horizontal plates projecting from the lion's head, and that it 
probably served as a device for a shield. Anyhow, it is 
altogether improbable that this object ever covered the face of 



223.— OOLS MASK FBOU ORAVB IV (luze aboQt 1 ; 3). 

a dead person. If this difficulty may be considered disposed of, 
we can provisionally return to our assumption of two female 
corpses. Dr. Schliemann, however, says further : " The two bodies 
which are turned with their heads to the east, whose faces were 
covered with gold masks " (but one of these is the lion mask, which 
had been previously stated to have been found " at the head "), 
" also had their breasts covered with large gold breastplates. The 
. ' Afyeena, p. 222. 
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one is of massive gold, but without any ornamentation ; the other 
is of a much thinner gold plate, and decorated with a Tepouss6 
work of borders of small circles, within which are five rows of 
shield-like ornaments with concentric circles. This latter breast- 
cover has at each of its extremities a hole for fastening it to the 
body." ^ 

The breastplates also would obviously only be given to men ; 
they are only found in this grave and in V. If two of the 
bodies lying crossways were really covered with breastplates, it 
would be difficult to grant that any but the last body was a 
woman's. But this difficulty has also received a satisfactory 
solution. The breastplate " without any ornamentation " which Dr. 
Schliemann speaks of is in the Museum among the other objects 
from this grave, the other is not to be found. Beyond the first 
breastplate, there is only one other belonging to grave V, but this 
cannot be the one meant in the description quoted above, for it 
has a totally different ornamentation (see below. Fig. 256). In 
conclusion, it is easy to recognisie which is the object that was 
taken for a breastplate; it is nothing else but the second big diadem 
with the projecting upper portion in place of a crest (see above, 
Fig. 221). The " two borders of smaU circles," the division into 
five fields, the hole at each end, all these details are there. And 
if a further proof were needed to show that Dr. Schliemann 
really took this object for a breastplate, it is afforded by the 
small catalogue of the Mycenae antiquities in Athens, where our 
diadem, which is labelled No. 274 in the Museum, is described as 
" petite cuirasse d'or tres-mince avec ornement au repouss^." 

What for an instant threatened to overthrow our theory of 
two female corpses now turns out to be its best support. The 
so-called breastplate which indicated a male body is now proved 
to be a large diadem, and can only have adorned a woman. 

Moreover, the two women lay close to one another, for after 
the description of the last - mentioned object. Dr. Schliemann 
continues : " Close to the head of another body I found the 
beautiful golden crown "^ (Fig. 210). He is certainly speaking 
of the same part of the grave, and of a head not covered 
by any mask. The net result is that three bodies had their 
faces covered with masks, and the remaining two had a diadem 
bound round their brow ; the first were men, the latter women. 

1 Mycenm, p. 228. * Ibid. p. 228. 
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Once certain that we are right in assuming that two women 
were buried in the grave, we can pass to the examination of 
the objects which formed the furniture of the three men buried 
in this grave. Among them the three masks are of the highest 
interest; in them the Mycensean art rises for the first time 
beyond mere decoration, and attempts to solve the most difficult of 
artistic problems — the rendering of the human face. These masks 
show us a life-size human visage plastically modelled. The two 
which covered the faces of the bodies lying lengthways in the 
grave are so remarkably alike that only one of them has been 
figured here (Fig. 223). We see in it fairly regular features, a well- 
shaped nose of moderate size, a small mouth with full lips. The 
eyes are set close together and somewhat slanting. They are 
evidently closed, over the projecting eyeball a line marks the meet- 
ing of the lids ; on either side of the line the eyelashes are 
rendered by small incised strokes ; somewhat stronger strokes 
mark the brows on the projecting frontal bone. 

All these characteristics are exactly reproduced on the 
second mask. The only noteworthy difiference is that the ears 
are not quite so far from the eyes as in the first mask, and are 
more carefully shaped. 

The third mask, which was found on the face of the man 
buried next to the women, has a totally different physiognomy 
(Fig. 224). The nose has been pressed out of shape, and is 
difficult to judge of, but the eyes are much bigger than in the 
first mask, almost spherical, and very prominent. As they are 
surrounded by sharp edges they give the impression of being 
wide open ; however, as no inner markings are anywhere found in 
this mask, it is probable that the line marking the closed lids was 
only omitted through lack of skill. The eye -frame projects 
strongly, but the eyebrows are not marked. The mouth is 
rendered by a curved indenture, which goes off at each corner into 
a long line, so long that the ends can no longer be part of the 
mouth. Each end is joined by another line coming from the 
corner of the nose, and as the part thus enclosed seems somewhat 
raised, we probably have here the indication of a moustache, but the 
drawing of the separate hairs has been left out as in the case of 
the eyelashes and eyebrows. We must not imagine that the 
man wore only a moustache ; he certainly had a full beard \ 
however, since there is no trace of the latter on the mask, it may 

Q 



226 8CHLIEMANN S EXCAVATIONS caw. 

have been quite slight, a fact which would mark the wearer of 
the mask as'youag. The lower lip is very narrow. The ears are 
completely misplaced, as the external cavity opens downwards 
instead of to the front. 

There can be no donbt that we have in these masks portraits 



of the deceased, chiefly on accoimt of the closed eyes, which appear 
once more in a. mask of grave V. It is difflcult to ascertain how 
these masks were made. The plate is too thick to have been 
moulded over the face of the dead, as was the case with the child's 
mask from grave III ; it is more likely that they were beateu out 
on a wooden mould, like the numerous buttons and bosses found in 
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this grave. These receive their patterns from 
a bone core, which in several cases has been 
preserved inside them. On it all the lines 
which reappear on the gold plate have 
previously been drawn. 

The difiference in the rendering of the 
individual, features between the two first 
masks and the third is not to be attributed 
merely to a different cast of countenance in 
the persons portrayed. The dead man to 
whom the third mask belonged had eyebrows, 
lashes, and closed eyes as well as the other 
two ; but if these details are not expressed, 
it is because the artist of the mask did not 
understand how to do so. We may accord- 
ingly assume that this third mask belongs to 
another and probably earlier period than the 
other two, and that the man to whom it 
belongs, namely the one who lay near the 
two women, was buried befoi'e the other 
men. The latter, to judge from the great 
similarity of their masks, must have been laid 
in the tomb at about the same period. 

As I have already stated, if a mask 
covered the face, it was hardly possible that 
a band shovdd go round the brow. As all 
three men wore masks, and the two big 
diadems have been appropriated to the 
women, the remaining gold bands must have 
been worn round the arm, as we have in- 
ferred in two other instances. In the 
Museum, among the finds from this grave, 
there is a gold band, each extremity of which 
terminates in a gold thread ; it is still clasped 
round the bone of an arm. Now the question 
arises whether these armlets were really worn 
by men, or whether they ought not rather to 
be attributed to the two women. The answer 
to this is, first that a similar band was found 
in the men's grave V, also bound round the 
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bone of an arm, and aecondly, that there are several representations 
of men with bands on their arms just above the wrist A further 
argument in favour of some at least of these bands belonging to 
the men is derived from their ornamentation. The same pattern, 
seen in the centre of the band given in Fig. 225, a rosette of 
straight leaves with a rosette of slanting leaves on either side, 
and laurel or olive twigs in the intervening spaces, reappeai's in 
several objects undoubtedly pertaining to men's dress. One of 
these is given in Fig. 226. It consists of a horizontal band 
pierced at both ends; from the centre of the, band hangs a 



vertical strip strengthened by a rib down the middle, and 
ending in a lai^e round ring. As one of these objects was 
found round the knee of a corpse, it may be safely assumed that 
they served to hold up the stuff or leather gaiters, which are the 
predecessors of the greaves, and which we see ou the warriors' 
legs in the lai^e vases we have so often referred to. The 
decorated band of these gaiter-holders was tied round the leg 
just below the knee by means of a wire, and the vertical strip 
hung down in front, and a button of the gaiter was fastened in 
its loop. 



IT MYCEN* 

The remaining gifts belong almost exclusively to « 
two great divisions, weapons and 
drinking-vessels. The weapons found 
are swords, daggers, spears, and arrows. 
We will take the swords first Their 
blades are always of bronze ; in fact 
iron has not been found in any one 
of the graves. They are all double- 
edged and of peculiar shape ; they 
start with a considerable breadth, tliey 
gradually decrease along their great 
length, and finally end in a point. 
Dr. Schliemann had already remarked 
that they are much too slight in pro- 
portion to their length (3 feet) to 
have been used for the stroke. Several 
representations of combats have al- 
ready shown us that the sword was 
always used for the thrust, e.(j. on the 
int^lios of grave III and on the gold 
ring of grave IV (see Figs. 178 and 
221). Some of the blades are decorated 
along their whole length with repre- 
sentations of running animals. One 
example from tliis grave has along each 
of its edges a long row of griffins, all 
exactly similar. They are worked in 
flat relief on the blade itself, and 
closely resemble the griffins of gold 
plate used as dress trimmings, from 
grave III (see above. Fig. 186), Dr. 
Schliemann could not mention these 
representations in his book Mycence ; 
they were only discovered in the 
Museum, when the different objects 



A still greater surprise was in 
store ; when the da^er-blades, which 
were thickly coated with oxide, were 
cleaned, six of them- revealed mar- 



230 SCHLIEMANN'S EXCAVATIONS chai-. 

vellous inlaid work. The first (Fig. 227) has a great lion-hunt 
on one side. On the left are five men, on the right thiee lions. 
The foremost man has been thrown on to his back by the furious 
onset of the first lion ; his legs are entangled in his shield. The 
two men just behind are hurling their long spears against the 
forehead and into the jaw of the beast The first man advances 
under cover of a large strongly -arched shield, curved in at the 
sides ; the other man has a smaller rectangular shield slung on 
his back by means of a shoulder-strap. The fourth man is an 
archer; the fifth again a spearman, with a big notched shield 
slung behind him. Only the foremost lion stands his ground ; he 
has already been wounded on the fiank, and the two others have 
turned tail, and are running away. 

This representation gives a great deal of interesting detail. 
We are already acquainted with the " bathing-trousers " costume of 
the men, but this is the first time that we have seen it clearly 
drawn. The two varieties of shields were also known to us before 
from the intagli and from gold coins. But the way in which 
they are slung is new, and throughout the whole of ancient 
art represented only here. Herodotos says that the Carians, a 
people who played a great part under Minos, the mythical king 
of Crete, were the first who invented handles for their shields.^ 
Accordingly our dagger seems to belong to a period previous to 
that innovation. Further, it will be easy to detect many a 
calculated subtlety in the grouping of the figures. The men are 
represented in the most varied attitudes, and even the shields are 
allotted in such a manner that an oval notched shield alternates 
each time with a rectangular one. Quite as skilful is the 
treatment of the lions. The first one makes straight for his 
assailant, the second one has already taken to flight, but turns 
his head once more towards the scene of struggle, the third one 
has completely deserted the field and rushes away at full speed. 

The effect of this powerful drawing is still further heightened 
by the use of colours ; for the whole picture is formed by various 
metals inlaid on a thin bronze plate. This plate was then let 
into the blade. This method can be detected in all the blades of 
this grave and of grave V. The colours are apportioned as follows : 
the lions and the parts of the men shown as naked are inlaid in 
gold, the trousers and the shields in silver, while all accessories, 

1 Herod, i. 171. 
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such as shield-straps and devices and the patterns of clothes, are 
given in a black substance. The ground is coated with a dark 
enamel, on which the figures detach themselves admirably. 

On the other side of this blade are represented a lion and 
five animals of the gazelle type. The lion has seized the hind- 
most, while the others are rushing away. 

A second dagger found in the grave shows three lions 
running one behind the other. They are completely inlaid in gold, 
but their manes are rendered by a somewhat redder gold, and the 
lines on their legs and flank by a lighter gold than the remainder 
of the body ; apparently the Mycenseans understood how to colour 
gold, probably by an admixture of copper in the one instance, and 
of silver in the other. The technique of this second sword varies 
from that of the first ; the lions were first worked in relief on the 
bronze plate, which was inserted in the blade, and this relief was 
afterwards covered with the thin gold leaf. The lions detach 
themselves even better on the background than when [they are 
merely inlaid. 

The other daggers, which are no less remarkable, belong to 
grave V and will be discussed in their proper place. If we 
consider these objects, the cate bestowed on the work, the life 
instilled into the scene, and the splendour of the colours, they give us 
a high conception of the civilisation which could produce them. 
There were plenty of discerning people, who held that the 
Homeric shields decorated with marvellous art, the splendid cups, 
the palaces of magical beauty, had not all been evolved out 
of nothing, but must have been suggested by things that 
actually existed. On the other hand, there were the faint-hearted, 
who held all this for idle phantasy and fable, because not 
supported by actual finds. Now we have the great civilisation 
of the Mycenaean period before our eyes, and can no longer doubt 
that this is the civilisation which underlay those Homeric 
descriptions, where every detail is so fondly dwelt upon. Our 
dagger-blades, for instance, show strikingly that these descriptions 
can only be thoroughly understood when we are in possession of 
their models. The shield of Achilles which Hephaistos cunningly 
fashioned, and adorned all over with bands of design represent- 
ing town and country and vineyard, shepherd life and youthful 
dance, has been reconstructed countless times from Homer's 
description. Scene followed upon scene in neat circles, and 
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the whole was conceived after the fashion of the Fhoenician 
silver cups, the oldest repoussi work then known on Greek 
soil. But how the artists employed the various metals and 
colours mentioned by Homer remained a mystery ; this was mere 
poetic phantasy on tlie part of the imaginative bard. If, however, 
we consider the shield to have been not in repmissi but in inlaid 
work, then the meaning of the following verses immediately 
becomes clear. 

" Also he set therein a vineyard teeming plenteously with 



(sii« 1 ; •!). {natnnl siie). 

clusters, wrought fair iii gold; black were the grapes, but the 
vines hung throughout on silver poles. And around it he ran 
a ditch of cyanus,' and round that a fence of tin." ' 

" Also he wrought therein a herd of kine with upright horns, 
and the kine were fashioned of gold and tin," * 

" Fair wreaths bad the maidens, and the youths diggers of 
gold hanging from silver baldrics." * 

Thus Homer is justitied, and the Mycen^an daggers belong 
undoubtedly to the art which inspired his descriptions. 

 Sm p. 117. = n. xviii. 561. ^ xbid. 573. * Ibid. 5B7. 
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From the blades we pass to the hilts, the sheaths, and the 
baldrics from which they hung. The blade was fastened to a hilt 
by means of three or four rivets. The hilt is often of wood 
plated with gold. In this flimsy construction it would only be 
intended for the adornment of the dead. One example is given 
in Fig. 228. We can here clearly distinguish the three rivets, 
with scanty remnants of tlie blade, and the covering of gold 
plate with its rich omamentation of spirals, rectangles, and dots. 
This hilt was assigned by Dr. Schliemann to grave V, but by 
M. Stamatakis to grave IV. The hilt ended in a pommel, which 
in the case of a gold hilt would also be of gold. In the majority 
of instances, however, these pommels are of bone or alabaster, and 
would then belong to a plain hilt wound round with thongs or 
hemp. Fart of a golden pommel is seen in Fig. 229, and further 
on in Fig. 272. Those of bone or wood are of a hemispherical 
shape, and have on their flat side a socket into which the hilt 
was fixed (see Fig. 267). The annexed sketch (Fig. 230) is an 
attempt at showing what the sword-hilt with its pommel looked 
like. The shape is very similar to the one usual 
in the Middle Ages. 

Only a few vestiges of the sheaths have been 
fonud. Like the core of the hilt they were of wood, 
or of leather, or sometimes, according to Dr. Schlie- 
mann, of thick folds of linen, particles of which 
have often been found stuck to the blades.' Dr. 
Schliemann is certainly right in assuming that a 
portion of the large round discs and buttons found 
in such quantities iu this tomb served to decorate 
these sheaths. The largest were fixed on the 
broadest portion of the sheath, and they decreased 
in size down to the point. These buttons are 
interesting in various respects. In Fig. 231 the 
core, which in this case is of wood, and in others 
of bone, may be seen under the gold plate, which 
is partially destroyed. The pattern afterwards 230.— swobd-hilt 
reproduced in repovss^ by the gold plate was first (reconBtracted}. 
carved in relief on this wooden core. Apparently 
the smooth gold plate was firmly attached to the core, and 
then pressed down hard, while the lines were followed with a 
 Myaauc, p. 283. 
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pointed instrument until the pattern was fetched up to the 
surface. We may assume that this method of reproducing the 
pattern on the plate was not employed only in the case of the 
buttons ; the masks, the diadems, the seven hundred gold discs 
of grave III, and many other objects, were almost certainly made 
in the same way. 

There is a further point of interest in these buttons, namely, 
the large bosses which are always attaclied in groups of two or 
three to the angles of the lozenge They are round discs, and 
their centre lies in every case outside the liue of the lozenge 
edge. This makes their meaning clear ; the discs represent the 
broad heads of tlie nails or tacks which fastened the lozenge-shaped 
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ornament to the object it was to decorate. The nails are never 
driven through the lozenge ; accordingly, in the technique which 
served as models to the examples under discussiou, the lozenge 
must have been made of a material which it was either difficult 
or dangerous to pieree. The materials known to us up to now 
from the grave-tinds would suggest tiie material to be gems or 
amber, and it is possible that they were so used, though certainly 
not in ornaments as laige as these lozenges. I tlierefore incline 
to think a third material, i.e. rock-crystal, was employed. The 
hilt given below (Fig. 250), probably belonging to a sceptre, is 
inlaid with small bits of rock-cr}'stal. Laige loose pieces of it have 
been found in this grave in great abundance. They are exactly 
of the size and shape of the notes of our modern musical glasses. 



Their purpose has hithei-to beea problematical, as not one ia pierced 
by a hole. I would suggest that, like the models of our gold 
plates, they were kept in place only by the heads of the nails, 
and were used to overlay sword -sheaths or caskets or similar 
objects. 

Naturally in these gold plates only the idea of the nail- 
head set on- the edge was borrowed from the stone or crystal 
ornaments, the design itself was derived from metal work. This 
is absolutely certain, now that the dt^er-blades have thrown so 
satisfactory a light on the technique of the period. In Fig, 232, 
for instance, it is plain that the crosses within the border formed 
by two lines are meant to represent separate pieces laid on to a 
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darker background. So too the circle within the boixler has 
been filled up with a swastika or hooked cross, and each of the 
angular spaces between circle and border with a triple star of 
wave lines (the so-called triskdes). Tlie same development 
which gradually replaced the inlaid work of the Homeric shield 
by chased work beaten out in one piece haa also taken place 
here ; the method is simplified, but the patterns remain constant. 
Moreover, as Dr. Milchhofer has shown,' the ornaments of this 
example all reappear in Asia Minor — the cross on tlie facade of 
the so-called Mid aa tomb in Phrygia, the triple and quadruple 
star on Ly eian coins. 

In the grave were found three shoulder-belts or baldrics, one 
to each body. All three are of the same shape, and of approxi- 
' Die Anfdvge drr Kuiist in Grkrlinilniul, p. 25. 
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mately the same length. One has no omamentation. The oue 
shown in Fig. 233 is the beat preserved. It is 5 feet long. 
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and about two inches broad, and is decorated with a con- 
tinuous row of rosettes. At one end two holes have been cut. 
Through these was passed a little golden bar suspended from a 
small chain fastened to the other end. 
Tliere is little to be said about 
the spears, arrows, and shields. The 
chief portions of all these weapons 
were of wood, so that only very 
scanty remains of them have been found. Dr. Schliemann says 
that he saw several lances quite perfect just at the instant 
of discovery, but that they crumbled away immediately the air 
was admitted ; now only their bronze heads remain. As many 
as four come from this grave ; they liave the same shape as the 
one given in Fig. ^06, only there is no ring on the socket It 
is possible that the gold bands, like the one in Fig. 235, belonged 
to the lances. Tliere is a number of tliese bands of different 
breadths ; some are still bent into a ring, whose diameter ap- 
proximately corresponds to the thickness of the spear-shaft In 
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that case these gold plates would have beeu intended to imitate 
strong metal rings encircling the shaft. 

The arrow-heads, thirty-five in number, are 
all of stone, the bard obsidian ; bronze arrow- 
heads, so common iu the Iliad,^ are never 
found. The typical shape is that given in 
Fig. 236. The notched side of the head was 
evidently inserted into the slit of a wooden 
shaft. Absolutely no trace has been found of 
the bows, which must nevertheless have been 
placed in the grave along with the arrows. 

Nor have any shields been found, but their 
presence iu this grave may be safely inferred 
from several ornaments, which could only 
belong to shields, and from the fragment of an 
arched shield of wood with circular edge pre- 
served in grave V. By the ornaments I mean 
especially the great mass of round gold buttons 
with a bone core, wJiicli I take to have been 
shield bosses. They are all unpierced, and 
mnst have been merely stuck on. We know 
how often Homer mentions " bossed "  shields,* 
and in the battle-scene on the intaglio. Fig. 
1 78, we have already seen shields with borders 
formed by rows of dots, so that we can feel no „ _ 
hesitation in identifying those dots with ( 
buttons and with the Homeric boss. 

These bosses probably also adorned helmets, ohavb iv (natural 
called by Homer* "studded."^ In the great 
warrior vase (Figs. 284, 285) they appear as 
light -coloured dots sprinkled over the dark 
surface of the helmet. However, the number 
of the bosses found is far too great to have 
served for helmets only ; the greater part must 
have been used for shields. Another orna- 
ment, of which one example has been preserved 



A 



' n. Jtiii. 650. ' Greek, 6ii4>t>Jxa3e^ (naturid size). 

» //. iv. Ua ; li. 34. * 11. v. iiS ; xi. i\. 

' Greek, Ttrpa^Xijpoi. See Helbig, Epos, ]i. 306, for the iiiWrpretBtion of thia 
word aa "bossed " or "stnilded." 
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in Uiis grave only, miiat also be assigned to a shield. This is the 
lion "mask " (Fig. 237), which it was proved could not possibly 
have covered the face of a dead man, and which I hold to be the 
central device of a shield. Moreover, it must have been fixed to 
a flat surface. All round the head is a horizontal rim, the edge 
of which is perforated, and covered by a narrow deposit of green 
oxide, a proof that it was set in a bronze border which held the 
whole ornament in place. 



The head is too badly preserved for us to judge of the work- 
manship. Still we can notice the sharpness of the edges, and 
the hard angular cast of the features, reminding us of Egyptiaa 
and Asiatic work. We know that at a later period a lion's head 
was one of the commonest shield devices. It may not be too 
much to assume that it was already adopted as such in the 
Mycenaean period. The shield of the foremost mau who attacks 
the lion on the da^er-blade. Fig. 227, is adorned with three 
large ornaments resembling rosettes in outline, thus proving that 



shield devices were already used at that time. Moreover, it is 
precisely in the Mycenseao system of decoration that the lion 
plays such an important part 

We now turn to the vessels of all kinds which are especially 
numerous in this grave. Nine of them are gold cups, chiefly of two 



shapes, which are also very commonly found in Myceuieaii pottery. 
One is the simple shape already familiar from the only goblet of 
grave II, a plain cup without a foot, and with one handle riveted 
on. Five of the cups found in this grave are of this shape. 
They are decorated sometimes with vertical furrows or ascend- 
ing twigs, sometimes with one or more horizontal hoops. The 
cup with twigs is represented in Fig. 238. 

The second typical shape is distinguished by the slender foot 
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of moderate height which supports the cup. It occurs in three 
examples, one of which lias no ornamentation, and corresponds 
completely to the goblets of red clay found in such numbers at 
Troy. The body of the second is adorned with hoops, and with 
rosettes affixed to it. The third and most interesting cup is of 
silver. It is adorned with inlaid gold work after the patt«m 
of the dagger-blades (Fig, 239). In three places on the outer 



circumference of the cup, namely, opposite the handle and 
to its right and left, is a low flower-pot. The outline of the 
ornamental bands and handles of the pot is seen in profile. In 
it plants are growing, aud these are the lotus plants already seeu 
in the large hair-pin of grave III (Fig. 172). Below these three 
desigus is a ring of little inlaid round gold plates running round 
the cup. It has been remarked that these flower-pots point to 
a cultivation of flower-gardens which never e.\isted in Greece, but 
which was highly developed in the countries of the Euphrates 
and still more in Egypt, We thus receive once more a hint of 
intercourse with distant nations beyond the sea ; and to this 
intercourse we owe, if not the goblet itself, at any rate the model 
from which its ornamentation was borrowed. 



A further development of tliis shape is seen in the cup with 
the dovsB (Fig. 240). It has approximately the form of the last 
wine-cup, the same high stand with a flat foot, and the same 
kind of handle ; only instead of one handle it has two, which are 
further joined to the foot by a band of gold cut into thin strips. 
Two doves sitting on the handles have long suggested comparison 
with the Homeric description of the cup of Nestor,' " and beside 
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it a right goodly cup, that the old man brought from home, 
embossed with studs of gold, and four handles there were to it, 
and round each two golden doves were feeding, and to the cup 
were two hottoms} Another man could scarce have lifted the 
cup from the table, but Nestor the Old raised it easily." 

We may imagine the doves of Nestor's cup to have re- 



' Siw S' iirh wv8iiira fyiar — tr. "will lo the cupwere two fact below," by MBiari 
L&DR, LmT, aud M;eiB. 
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sembled these. Id other reapects the cup must have had a very 
different appeanuice ; it was much larger, it had four handles 
and two doves to each handle — and what the meaning of the 
" two bottoms " is, or rather what the peculiar Greek word ■jrvBft^v 
means, is still unknown. 

The gobleta without a foot, like those with a foot, some- 
times have two handles, sometimes only one. Fig, 241 shows the 
gold goblet with two handlea The shape of the body, however, 
has been so far altered that the upper portion has a concave 
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curve, while the lower portion is rounded. A terra-cotta vase of 
the same shape has also been found in this grave. Both remind 
us strikingly of those Trojan vases whose unique shape led Dr. 
Schlieinann to assume a separate settlenient^the Lydian. 

The most remarkable object, however, io this grave, and 
perhaps in all the Myeensean finds, is a large alabaster vase, which, 
from its shape and technique, might come straight from a modem 
drawing-room (Fig. 242). But on nearer iospection we see that 
it is thoroughly in keeping with the Mycenseaii system of sha{>es. 
If we place the cup last described on the foot belonging to the 
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silver cup. Fig. 239, we get Uie body of the alabaster vase. 
Three handles, curliog at the top into spirals and curving out 
from the vase below, are fastened to it by means of fine 
pins. 

In addition to these goblets and vases, two jugs have been 
found in the grave; the one, which is reproduced in Fig. 243, is 
a quite small golden jug ; the other is of silver, and has much 
the same shape, but is without any ornamentation. 




Only a few fragments of terra-cotta ware have been found ; 
amoDg them are fairly large pieces decorated with sea-weed 
patterns, rendered in translucent white paint on the dark red 
ground (Fig. 244). 

Next we have the large copper jugs and caldrons, of which 
thirty-four in all have been found in the grave. These seem to 
have been given to men as well as to women, for five were lying 
at the south end of the grave, at the feet of the two men whose 
faces were covered with masks ; five others were found on the 
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east side behind the heads of the other three bodies ; further, ten 
were on the west side at the feet of these same corpses, and 
twelve were i^ainst the north wall. The exact place where the 
remainiug two were found is not recorded. These vases ^ain 
mainly reproduce two shapes ; first we have the jug, such as we 
see it in Fig. 345, with a large upright handle uniting the neck 
to the body, and a second horizontal handle lower down, to tilt 
the jug up by when pouring out of it Seven of these jugs were 
found. On the other hand, the shape of the large shallow 
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caldron of Fig. 246 was found in as many as twenty-two 
instances, sometimes with two, sometimes with three handles, 
sometimes with rounded and sometimes with straight sides. Of 
the remaining five, one is a pan with a tubular handle, into 
which a wooden stave was fixed, the second an oval basin, the 
third and fourth large and deep caldrons, the fifth a tripod 
with three handles and a spout 

We must also reckon among the vessels a stag cast in an 
alloy of lead and silver. It has strong antlers, and from its 
hack, which is hollow, rises a short funnel, which proves that 
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the animal probably served as a vase or oil-flask, or for some 
similar purpose. The work is quite coarse and clumsy (Fig. 
247). 

Finally, there remain a few objects to enumerate, the purpose 
of which is not always clear. First of all, there is the splendid 
lai^e ox-head of silver with golden horns (Fig. 248). It is mar- 
vellously true to nature, especially in the rendering of the mouth. 
On ears, eyes, muzzle, and mouth are distinct traces of gilding. The 
gold was not plated straight on to the silver, but the silver first 
received a plating of copper, over which the gold was laid. On 
the forehead of the ox is fastened a large gold rosette, which 
likewise rests on a plating of copper. The horns are of thin 
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gold plate soldered together. The line of the solder can still be 
distinctly recognised, for one of the horns has split along it. 
On some Egyptian wall-paintings we see among the tribute 
brought by foreign nations to the Pharaoh the head of an ox, and 
on some other similar paintings we again meet with it, used this 
time afl a weight in a scala However, these analogies have as yet 
afforded no satisfactory explanation of this Mycentean ox. Per- 
haps the head was hung up in the grave as a dedicatory offering. 
Small heads of oxen, with a double axe between their horns and 
cut out of gold plate, have been found in this grave to the 
number of about fifty-six (Fig. 249). The double axe again 
points to Asia Minor, where it appears as the device on Oarian 
coins down to quite late times. 
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The pommel and sheatliing of Fig. 250 liave been referred to 
above. The cylindrical sheatliing consists of four-petalled flowers 
united at tiieir points, each petal being inlaid with a small piece 
of rock-crystal. The central part of the pommel is formed by a 
snake-like scaly body, whose separate scales are likewise rendered 
by bits of rock-crystal fixed into the gold. Heads of snakes or 
dragons, which are verj' much damaged, finished off the two 
extremities of the pommel. Judging from their technique, these 



two objects belong together, but the round and narrow sheath 
makes it improbable that they ser\-ed as a sword-bilt Dr. 
Schliemann is nearer the truth in considering them to have 
adorned a sceptre. The presence of sceptres in the grave is made 
probable by other facts. A gold sheath about 40 inches long was 
found here broken in two : it can only have served as casing to a 
staff. Its upper and lower extremities are shown in Fig. 251. 
The lower end is decorated with the same triangular pattern 
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which appears on the half-columns of the " treasury of Ati-eus," 
and the crowning of the sceptre reminds us to some extent of 
the capital of those same columns, the forerunners of the Doric 
capital. 

Finally, we still have to notice the remarkable alabaster knot 
(Fig. 253) of which two complete instances and several fragments 




251. — UPPER AND LOWER 
END OF A SCEPTRE (nize 

about 4:5). 




252. — COPPER AXE FROM 
GRAVE IV. 



have been found. The lower end is finished off by a fringe in 
very low relief, the rest of the knot is ornamented with a check 
pattern formed by white lines on a light green ground. At the 
back the surface is perfectly smooth, and this, as well as three 
perforations in the middle where the knot is tied, shows that it 
was affixed to some larger object; whether to a shield or to 
some other article, we cannot tell. It is noteworthy that on 
Egyptian wall-paintings and sculptures exactly similar objects are 



252 SCHLIEMAXK'S BXCATATIOSS emir. 

seen in the hands of kings or high priests, wbeie tber are osoallr 
interpreted as the STmbol of initiation into leligioos i 



8. The Fifth Grate 

The fifth grave lias about the same dimensions as t 
third. In it were three corpses, about 3 feet apart 
other graves, and with their heads turned as nsual i 
" All three," says Dr. Schliemann, " were unusually 
appeared to have been forced into the small space of 
6 inches, left for them between the inner wallings: tl 
the l^'s, which are almost intact, are of unusual length. 
two of the bodies had large golden maslcs, tlie 
which was between the other two, had none, an( 
' Myanm, p. 295. 



had hardly any gold ornaments. And as twelve gold buttons, 
small plates of gold, and countless objects of bone were found 
scattered at some distance above the bodies. Dr. Schliemann 
concludes that the grave had been opened long ago, and this one 
body plundered. Two of the corpses crumbled away immediately 
they were exposed to the air. " But of the third body, the round 
face, with all its flesh, had been wonderfully preserved under its 



ponderous golden mask ; there was no vestige of hair, but both 
eyes were perfectly visible, also the mouth, which, owing to the 
enormous weight which had pressed upon it, was wide open, and 
showed thirty-two beautiful teeth ... the nose was entirely 
gone. . . . Such had been the pressure of the debris and stones, 
that the body had been reduced to a thickness of 1 inch to Ij 
inch," ' 

' Myctnci, p. 296. 
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From the size of the bones it would appear that three mai 
were buried here. This is further confirmed by the ofierings, 
which were of the kind attributed to the men in grave IV, whereas 
none of those destined to women were found. 

Only a few of these otferings vary from those we are now 
familiar with from grave IV. This time the circumstances of 



the find allow lis to allot each object fairly accurately among the 
two corpses, and the simpler furnishing of the one contrasts 
very sharply with that of the richer and more artistic adornment 
of the other. 

For instance, one of the corpses had a breastplate without 
decoration, matched by a sword-belt, also without decoration. On 
its face was a mask, much less carefully worked than that of the 



■^ " 1 



CHAP. IV MYCEN^ 257 

other, which had a breastplate covered all over with designs, and 
other rich gifts. 

Most important of all are the masks. Over the face of the 
dead man who lay at the south extremity of the grave was found 
the bearded mask (Fig. 254). The features are well formed; 
the eyes are somewhat close together, the nose is long and deli- 
cate, and the lips thin. The eyes are encircled by a double rim, 
the line passing across them and marking the meeting of the lids 
show that they are closed. The eyelashes are not marked. The 
eyebrows and the full beard not only have their broad masses 
raised in relief, but are further made more life-like by inner 
markings produced by sunk lines. 

Totally different is the appearance of the other mask, which 
covered the face of the body at the north end 
(Fig. 256). The face is beardless, and almost 
spherical, the nose is short and broad, the 
mouth is only indicated by a straight deep 
line, and the brows by a narrow raised rii^e. 
The beardlessness, the shape of the face and 
of the nose, are of course characteristics 
peculiar to the indi\'idual portrayed. On 
the other hand, the method by which eye- 
brows and mouth are rendered, when com- 
pared with the bearded mask, distinctly 
betrays a lack of skill or of care on the part 
of the artist. Apparently in this case also 
the masks were not made by the same hand, 
and the bodies can scarcely have been 
buried at the same time. 

To the body with the bearded mask at 
the southern end of the grave also belonged 
the golden breastplate of Fig. 256, It is 
about twice as wide at the top as at the 
bottom : on the upper portion the breasts 
are represented by oval bosses, the whole 
remaining space is ornamented with an 
artistic interlacing of spirals. 257.-aoLD band. 

To tlie same body belonged the gold band adorned with 
rosettes and spirals (Fig. 257), which was still fastened round an 
arm-bone. 
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Near to it also lay a great number of perforated amber beads. 
Now seeing that this is the corpse with the bearded mask, there 
can be no doubt that at tliat time men as well as women must 
have used these beads, be it that they actually wore them, or 
that, along with perforated bones and boar's teeth, they were 
strung into neck-trappings for horses. 

Near to this skeleton, again, were found tliirty-seven circular 
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pieces of gold leaf, and tweuty-one fragments of the same (Fig. 
258), Tliey exactly resemble the 701 gold leaf ornaments found 
in the women's grave III, and shown to be dress-trimmings. 
They belonged, however, as we now see, not only to women's, but 
also to men's apparel. The garment which they adorned had 
been, if Dr. Schliemann's observation be correct, drawn over the 
head of one of the bodies. He reports of the best preserved of 
the bodies at the north end of the grave : " The forehead of the 
man was ornamented with a plain round leaf of gold, and a still 
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lai^er one was lying oh the right eye ; I further observed a large 
and 8 small gold leaf on the breast below the large golden breast- 
cover, and a'lai^e one just above tlie right thigh.'" 

Near to the bearded man on the south side lay further two 
broken silver vases, and a large vase of alabaster ; inside it was 
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a remarkable collection of thirty -eight golden buttons and a wedge- 
shaped golden funnel. 

The swords were about equally apportioned among the three 
dead : they will be described together later on. 

It has already been mentioned that a plain breastplate with 
' ilyccaa, ji, 296, 
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sword-belt to match was found near to the body with the beard- 
less mask at the north end of the grave. Only the breasts are 
indicated on the plain surface in the same way as on the breast- 
plate. Fig. 256. The sword-belt is given in Fig. 259. One end 
is still fastened to the end of the sword, and to the sword is also 
still attached one of the round discs which decorated the sheath. 
A great number of these buttons were found in this grave: Dr. 
Schliemann counted as many as 340. They all have the same 
two shapes as the buttons of the previous grave (the circle or the 
lozenge), but occasionally the patterns are different. (See below. 
Figs. 273 and 274.) 

Very interesting are the twelve rectangular gold plates found 




near the body at the north end of the grave. There are four 
replicas of each of the three examples given here. On Fig. 260 
a lion is furiously pursuing a stag, which is bounding away and 
turning its head round. The empty space above and below tlje 
animab is lilled np by the tops of palm-trees and other foliage. 
Fig. 261 shows a similar scene; but this time the lion is larger 
and runs toward the left, and, on account of the diminished apace, 
the stag has been turned round, and is represented with his body 
over the lion's head. In addition to the foliage an ox-head with 
huge eyes helps to fill up the space. The third plate is somewhat 
shorter (Fig. 262), and shows the pattern of intertwined spirals 
which we have so frequently met with. 
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When at the Museum I perceived that these twelve gold 
plates had belonged to two small caskets whose hexagonal wooden 
bottoms are still in existence. These last have the shape shown 
in Fig. 263, with four long and two short sides. The long sides 
correspond exactly to the long plates, the short sides to the short 
ones. As Dr. Schliemann found the twelve plates to the r^t 



and to the left of the body in question, we probably have here 
two caskets. The four long plates of Fig. 2C0, together with t-wo 
of the small ones of Fig. 262, formed the one, while the four 
other long plates of Fig. 261, with the remaining two short ones 
of Fig. 262, made up the other. 

It was on the face, breast, and loins of this same body at 
the north end of the grave that the five round gold plates 
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mentioned above were foiiDc). Near to it also were five double 
eagles of gold plate, similar to those from grave III. These new 
examples, however, had not been sewn on to the garments, but, 
as is shown hy a hollow tube fixed to their heads, they were 
probably strung together to serve as a necklace. Kear to this 
body again were found several vessels, namely, a large silver vase 
and four silver cups, all of them much damaged ) then three gold 
cups showing the two shapes which we now know to be typical 



for Myceniean drinkiug-goblets. Two have the simple cup shape, 
narrowing towards the bottom, which is flat; one has the rounded 
shape with high slender foot ; all of them have only one handle, 
which, as usual, is riveted on. The first two examples are quite 
simply decorated, the one with a row of high round arches, the 
other with the usual interlacing spirals (see Fig. 265). The 
third cup, which is adorned with a frieze of running lions, is 
given in Fig. 2C6, in order to show how dear this particular lion 
scheme was to the Myceniean artists. Finally, to this portion of 
the finds belongs a tall alabaster cup with perpendicular sides 
and a foot 
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We now pass to those objects which we cannot apportion 
with any certainty among the separate bodies. Among them are 
two gaiter -holders, ornamented exactly like those of grave IV, 
with three rosettes and a branch in each comer, as well as a few 
fragments of armlets similar to the one given in Fig. 257, and 
most important of all, a great number of swords (Figs. 267-269) 
and daggers. Taking the fragments into account, there must have 



been some sixty of these swords in the grave. Several have 
designs of extreme beauty. For instance, a long sword-blade Las 
a frieze of galloping horses worked in low relief on each side of 
the central rib (Fig. 271). However, it is the dagger - blades 
with their inlaid work which here also are the most remarkable. 
The design on the blade in Fig. 270 is quite worthy of compari- 
son with the lion-hunt from grave IV. On both its sides we 
see arranged in very much the same scheme cat-like animals 
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hunting wild ducks in a marsh. On each side we have two 

cats or panthers and four ducks. The former are not, as in 

the usual lion scheme, running at full speed so much as 

creeping ; the ducks in a sort of half flight are trying to escape, 

though some of them have already been 

seized by their pursuers. Between and 

under the apimals is seen a winding 

river, in which fish are swimming and 

papyrus plants are growing. The cats, 

the plants, and the bodies of the ducks 

are inlaid with gold, the wings of the 

ducks and the river are silver, and the 

fish are given in some dark substance. 

On the neck of one of the ducks is 

a red drop of blood probably given 

hy coloured, i.e. alloyed gold. The whole 

effect, both of drawing and colouring, 

is of remarkable power and beauty. The 

papyrus plants once more remind us 

that Egypt is the probable home of 

the origin^ model. 

Another d^ger-blade is adorned with 
separate blossoms, each with three inlaid 
stamens; similar flowers also ailom the 
gold plate which still covers the hilt. 
On a third, the well-known triple row ' 

of spirals of the stele Fig. 146 reappears 
with insignificant variations. However, 
the method of decoration differs in so ^^^^ 
far that here the pattern was not ^^^B 
separately inlaid on the plate let into ^^^ 
the blade, but the plate itself was a 

gold leaf, which only had to be engraved ariAVB^ts^^ia"!"' 

and then inlaid with niello. . 

No new shape of sword - hilt is found in this grave ; one 
fragment, however, is so well preserved that it seems well to give 
it (Fig. 272). The handle was fixed to the round disc with the 
square hole. 

Further, the remnants of a knot of Egyptian porcelain were 
also found here. Like the knots of grave IV, this also is smooth 
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at the back, showing that it was intended to he fiistened to some 
object. There were alao a quantity of fn^ments of terra-cotta 
vaaes and cups. One vase, which is well preserved, is given in 
Fig. 275. It is a large-bellied water-jar with two handles. 
The simple decoration of bands supporting semicircles is rendered 
in white paint on the reddish clay. 

Seven lai^e copper vessels, which stood together on the west 
side at the feet of the bodies, repeat the two shapes which this 
kind of vessel had in grave IV. Two are lai^e water-pitchers 
like Fig. 245, with one handle joining the rim to the body, and 
another lower down by which to tilt the vessel ; five others are 
caldrons like Fig. 246, with two or three handles attached to 
the rim. 



A large wooden object, which has been pieced together out 
of many fragments, is of great importance. It is almost certainly 
a portion of a shield (Fig, 276). Its flat face is curved to meet 
the rim, which is formed by a projecting narrow horizontal border 
of neat workmanship. It seema probable, therefore, that we have 
here one end of a large shield pinched in the middle. In the 
centre of the preserved portion is a round hole, which served to 
fasten either a handle on the inside or a lai^ device on 
the outside. 

Among the other objects found in the grave, we .still have to 
mention two little slabs belonging to a wooden casket; both have 
the same design, worked in relief, of a lion and anotlier animal 
which is not so easy to identify. There were also found here a 
number of oyster-shells and boars' teeth ; all these were probably 
used partly as horse-trappings, partly as decoration for helmets. 
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Finally, a genuine ostrich egg is of great interest ; it has been 
most happily put together out of several fr^ments. Professor 
Landerer has analysed a tiny portion of it, and has proved that 



we have here no imitation in Egyptian porcelain or the like ; he 
writes : " The fragments dissolve in hydrochloric acid with 
effervescence, giving a light flocculent precipitate, which is due 
to the dried albumen that held the egg-shell together. The con- 
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stituents of the fragment are accordingly carbonate of lime and 
albumen, which are the constituents of egg-shells." The egg 
is perforated at both ends, but this does not necessarily mean 
that it was suspended by a string ; the holes would be required 
to blow the egg. Once again, and this time more strongly than 
ever, we are reminded of the active intercourse which must once 
have existed between Mycenae and the land of the ostrich and 
the papyrus. 

In conclusion, we must mention the analyses of the Mycensean 
metals which were made for Dr. Schliemann at the Eoyal School 
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276. — FBAGMENT OF A WOODEN SHIELD FROM GRATE Y. 



of Mines in London. The gold contains a fair amount of silver, 
varying from 8 to 23 per cent in the different pieces of gold 
plate. The silver of one vase was pure, with the exception of 3 
per cent of copper. With regard to the other metals, it was 
found that the large vessels consisted of almost pure copper (98-J^ 
per cent), while the swords contained 86 per cent copper and 
13 per cent tin, i.e. the usual bronze alloy. 
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9. T/te Su:i!i Grave 



It is well known tliat Dr. Schliemann only discovered the 
five graves hitherto described. A sixth grave was found, a year 
after his excavations, near the entrance of the circular precinct : 
its contents were removed by M, Stanmtakis. The skeletons 



were better preserved in this grave than in any other. They 
were brought complete to Athens and set up in the middle of 
the Mycenaian room, just as tJiey were discovered, with all their 
otferiugs around tlieui. The two corpses are undoubtedly those 
of men. By the side of each are weapons in great number ; 
at their heads are drinking-cups, and at their feet the large 
earthenware vessels. Neither masks, breastplates, nor armletf 
are found here. On the otlier hand, there is a pair of gaiter- 
holders, merely decorated by lines round their edges. 
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The weapons have the same shape as those from the fiist 
graves, but they have no decoration in relief, or inlaid work. 
They consist of swords, daggers, and spear-heads. The usual 
buttons for the adornment of the sheaths are plentiful. 

Among the cups only one is of gold, with straight sides and 
a flat bottom. It is decorated with high round arches, exactly 
like one of the cups from grave V. A second cup of terra-cotta 
is adorned along its edge with plam segments of circles, rendered 
in dull paint 



278.— TERRA-COTTA VABE FROM GRAVE VI (sIze 1 : 4). 

Neither copper kettles nor jugs appear to have been placed 
in these graves, but the number of terra-cotta vessels is all the 
greater. Their ornamentation shows several new details. With 
the exception of an insignificant little flask the big vase of Fig. 
277 is tlie only one painted in varnish. The shape is the same as 
that of the beautiful vases, painted in varnish with a decoration 
of seaweed, from grave I. Here the ornaments are almost i>urely 
linear. Bound the shoulder runs a pattern composed of curves 
and dots, round the body are several rings ; then comes a band 
of spirals ; next, after a few more rings, a wreath of ivy. All 
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the Other vases are decorated in dull paiuU Three have been 
preserved intact. Two of these have the shape of the large 
almost globular vase with the hill-like spout, from grave I (Fig. 
1 6 6), which, it will be remembered, is also paiuted in dull colour. 
The first is decorated with a plain hoop and a band of wave- 
lines rendered in brown on a yellowish red. On the second 
{Fig. 278) are various birds, also in brown on yellowish red; 
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their wings are marked with hatchings. The third vase, a 
two-handled amphora (Fig. 279), shows a polypus with a head 
similar to that of the griffins on the gold plates and on the 
Bword-blades of graves III and IV. Here they are painted in 
white colour, outlined in brown on the yellowish red ground. 

The terra-cotta vases show an exact correspondence between 
this grave and the first ; the same slim jug, which in grave I 
was painted in varnish, reappears here ; the bellied shape, which 
in grave I was the only representative of the dull paint, is found 



IV MYCENiE 273 

three times in this grave. In grave VI there occurs an exception 
to the general rule which Drs. Furtwangler and Loschcke 
have established for the vases of the Mycenaean period, namely, 
that the dull paint goes with linear decoration, while with the 
use of the lustrous varnish we get imitation of natural objects ; 
except for the small ivy wreath, our varnish -painted vase is 
decorated solely with linear ornaments, while two-thirds of the 
bellied jugs with dull paint are adorned with animals. 

10, Belation of the Graves to one another 

The examination of the single objects from the tombs has 
already proved abundantly that all the bodies cannot possibly 
have been buried simultaneously, but that the burial-ground must 
have come into existence by degrees. It is particularly remark- 
able that the masks from one and the same grave differ strongly 
from each other. Now that we have examined the whole 
material to our hand, the question next arises whether we can 
determine the order in which the graves were formed, or the 
length of the period during which they continued in use. The 
following points are the only ones which can be established with 
any certainty. 

Graves I, II, and VI on the one side, and III, IV, and V 
on the other are closely related. In graves III and IV we find 
those little shrines of Astarte, which were apparently all made 
on the same mould, and, in III and IV alone, the round 
leaves which had served as decorations for garments. Throughout 
graves III, IV, and V gold and bronze predominate, whilst in 
I, II, and VI by far the greater number of vessels are of 
terra -cotta. Hence it follows that the latter graves belong 
to a simpler and less elaborate period than the former, and 
a few further considerations point to the same conclusion. If we 
compare the women's grave I with the women's grave III, and 
the men's graves II and VI with IV and V, we notice in each 
case the much simpler furniture of the first group, I, II, and VI. 
The gold objects in grave I, the diadems, pendants, and crosses, 
have much simpler patterns than the similar objects from grave 
III. We notice, moreover, the absence of several ornaments, such 
as earrings, bracelets, and amber beads. In the same way, Nos. II 
and VI are the only men's graves without masks, golden breast- 

T 
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plates, or golden sword-belts ; II, in particular, contained but few 
weapons. Accordingly I, II, and YI must certainly belong to a 
different period fix)m III, IV, and V. The question whether this 
period precedes or follows the other depends entirely on whether 
the epoch we have to deal with was one of artistic development 
or of artistic decadence. The simplicity of the one group may 
have been a stepping-stone to the luxurious splendour of the 
other, but it may also have been an after refinement and 
modification, and there are various reasons for thinking this the 
more probable hypothesis. The terra-cotta idols from grave I, 
and the birds on the vase from grave YI, form links with the 
later finds from the citadel, which cannot be traced in the graves 
of the other group. An analogous case presents itself in the 
palace, where the older coatings of wall plaster are much more 
richly and elaborately painted than the later ones. Although, as 
far as general characteristics go, we can clearly divide the graves 
into two groups, yet when we come to details, countless small 
threads connect the one with the other and prevent us from 
assuming any considerable interval of time between the twa 
The massive breast-pendants of grave III are absent from IV, 
which is in other ways so closely connected with it, whilst they 
are to be found in I, which belongs to the other group. The 
design on the gold band from II — wrings connected by tangents 
with small bosses near the tangents — ^is repeated on the glazed 
vase of grave III. 

However, it is not merely the connection between the three 
graves in each group, which seems so close that no clearly defined 
chronological sequence is possible, but throughout we find no 
division between the groups wide enough to prevent all the 
graves from belonging to one period of culture, and that of no 
great extent A century seems ample time for the development 
of the changes which come under our notice, and half a centxiry 
would suflBce to account for differences in furnishing between the 
earliest and the latest grave. 

11. Dr. Schliemanns Finds outside the Preci/id of tJie Grai-es 

Dr. Schliemann's excavations on the citadel comprised, 
beyond the grave precinct, only a small tract to the south of it, 
close to the fortification wall. There he brought to light a 
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labyrinth of walls built of quarry -stones and clay. It soon 
became apparent that they must have belonged to dwelling- 
houses. Subsequent excavations have laid bare similar build- 
ings still farther to the south, as well as the chief rooms of the 
Palace, on the summit of the Acropolis, so that we are 
probably right in supposing the houses on the lower terrace 
to have been out-buildings for the accommodation of the suite 
and the menials. 

The great find in the complex of buildings laid bare by Dr. 
Schliemann was made a few days after the conclusion of his 
excavations. The engineer, M. Drosinos, who had remained on 
the citadel to revise the plans and maps he had made, thought 
he saw to the south, close to the outer edge of the circular 
precinct, the vertical walls of a grave. He sent for the royal 
commissioner, M. Stamatakis, and there they found a great 
niunber of golden vessels, cups, signet rings, and spiral rings. 
At that time Dr. Schliemann thought that this was the site of a 
grave, and described it as such in his book, relying on the fact 
that the surrounding walls were built in the same style as those 
of the shaft-graves inside the precinct At the same time he 
was much astonished that the grave was not hewn in the rock, 
but was enclosed on two sides by walls with a filling of dSbris at 
the back, and that at two of the comers these walls projected 
beyond the area of the grave. 

As a matter of fact we shall see that the contents are not of 
the kind found in graves. Even though the objects closely 
resemble the golden finds from the shaft - graves, it is very 
evident that not one of them was fashioned only for the use of 
the dead, as were the tinsel plates of the graves and the other 
objects covered with the thinnest possible coating of metal. 
Here everything is made of solid gold, and each article has served 
some purpose in real life. Another reason against the grave 
theory is that all the objects, as Dr. Schliemann himself says, 
were contained "in a space not more than 2 feet long and 
8 inches broad." They must therefore have lain in a chest like 
the great treasure at Troy, and been stored here in the cellar of 
the house. 

The most prominent objects in this find are four beautiful 
golden goblets, with curving cup and a high stem, like the silver 
goblet from grave IV, but with two handles instead of one. 
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These handles are solid, and are finished above by dogs' heads, 
whose open jaws bite into the rim of the vesseL 

The moat important object is a gold ring ; on its lai^ signet is 
a highly interesting design (Fig. 281). In the foregrouud we see 
a woman sitting under a tree with her right hand in her lap and 
holding up a bunch of flowers in her left hand,' In froDt of her 
stand one small and two large female figures. Behind her 
another small figure is gathering something from the tree. Each 



of the two small figures stands on a heap of stones. The women 
have long projecting noses and enormous eyes, and their costume 
is most curious. The dreas fits tightly over the bosom and is 
. girt round the hips, but below the waist it falls away from the 
figure so as to form a deep fold, and ends in a crescent line round 
the ankles. The skirt shows four or more bulging horizontal 
folds or tucks, and in two instances at least the fiat space 

' TliB cut reprcaents the impression from tlie seal, not the seal it»elf, so that 
"right" and "left" sre interchanged in the Jesctiption. 
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between these tucks is filled in with a scale pattern. The heads 
seem to be adorned with a diadem, from which rises a curious 
ornament resembling a cluster of three flowers. A tress of hair 
hangs down behind. It is not easy to discover what the tree 
may be. As the small figure is gathering something from it, it 
must bear edible fruit ; and we most 
likely have here a clumsy representation 
of a vine. In the background are seen 
a sun and a crescent moon ; the two 
wavy lines below them probably repre- 
sent the sea. Farther down still is a 
double axe of the same shape as the axe 
in gold plate found in grave IV, Above, 281.— dbsiqk on a oou> rwo 

, . , . . ? , , , (natural bim). 

on the nght, is an idol, armed with a 

great bipartite shield of the well-known notched shape, only the 
feet showing below it The idol holds a lance in its left hand, 
which is slightly raised. A tress of hair seems to flow from the 
head. On the right, near the edge, the space is filled up by six 
heads of animals turned full to the front. 

Starting from the holy symbols represented aliove. Dr. 
Milchhofer would interpret the figures in the foreground as a 
group of divinities, viz. Mother Ebea receiving fruit and flowers 
from her nymphs. Thus the chief gods of primitive Greek 
religion would be grouped together here. "The double axe is 
tlie sign of Zens, the son of Bhea ; the armed man repre- 
sents her servants the Curetes or Corybantes, who do honour 
to the mountain mother by orgies and sword dances." But it 
seems strange that some of these divinities should be represented 
by mere symbols, others by an idol, and the third by the living 
form. For these reasons I believe that Dr. Milehhofer's theory 
must fall to the ground. It is just because in the background 
divinities are represented by mere symbols and figures that we 
cannot suppose them to have a human form in the foreground. 
These figures of the foreground are doubtless ordinary mortals. 
Nor can I assent to the theory, now generally adopted, that these 
are necessarily engaged in an act of worship. The small tablet 
from the palace (Fig. 288 below) shows how totally different 
was the representation of sacrifice and prayer, and how completely 
in accordance it was even at this time with later Greek customs. 
On this ring I see only women and children innocently amusii^ 
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themselveB with fruit and flowera in a purely human and natural 
fashion. The holy syiubola do not necessarily stand in any 
relation to the scene represented ; they may very well serv-e only 
to fill up the space, and have none but a decorative significance, 
like the shrines and images of Aphrodite sewn on garments 

On the signet of a second somewhat smaller ring are four 
heads of animals, similar to those along the edge of the great ring, 
together with three unmistakable beads of oxen, with long ciiTred 
horns (Fig. 282). 

There are five plain gold rings and one of silver belonging 
to this find. In addition to these, there are eleven spiral rings, 
some of which are of round and others of quadrangular wire. 
The larger of these doubtless served as armlets, the smaller as 
finger-rings. Dr. Schliemann thought be saw an analogy to the 



282.— DE9i<iH OS A OOLB BJNO (twice natural siie). 

gold rings on Egyptian wall-paintings, and that like them the 
Mycenaean rings possibly served as a medium of exchange. 

To judge from certain details of form, the objects in tliis find 
are of somewhat later date than those from the shaft-graves. 
The dogs' heads on the cups, in particular, recall similar heads 
attached to the handles of the great " warrior " vase, whicli we 
shall examine presently. Spiral rings and gold beads were not 
found in tlie graves ; but in spite of these small discrepancies the 
cup and the rings have broad and undoubted resemblances both 
in workmanship and in shape to the objects found in the shaft- 
graves. This find of gold is certainly of slightly later date than 
that of the graves, but it belongs to the same period of artistic 
development and national supremacy. 
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Among the other objects found in the maze of buildings dis- 
covered by Dr. Schliemaan, two stone moulds claim our attention ; 
the lai^er one is made of granite and the smaller of basalt. Two 
sides of the former are engraved and four sides of the latter. 
These moulds cannot have been used for ordinary casting where 
the ornament to be moulded, whether of gold or of molten glass, 
is cast solid between two moulds fitting one above the other. No 
traces of any such method are visible; we find neither a smooth 
surface in the parts which are not engraved, nor any means by 
which the two moulds could be fastened together, and there is no 
channel for pouring in the molten flux. As small balls which 
would just fit into the mould engraved on one side of the smaller 



stone have been found in fairly large numbers, and as they are, 
moreover, made of highly-baked clay covered with a leaden 
vamisli, it is clear that these moulds were used not for casting 
but for moulding, and also, no doubt, for embossing ornaments. 
It is probable that the small golden objects from the graves were 
made in this manner. Tlie eagle on the second stone, for instance, 
recalls the small et^les of gold plate found in the graves. 

The mass of the find consisted of terra-cotta female figures, 
similar to those of which fragments were found in grave I, of 
figures of animals generally meant for cows, and lastly of vases. The 
greater number of these vases show signs of a later period than 
those found in the graves, a natural consequence of our having to 
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deal in the one case with a restricted, and in the other with an 
undefined period of development. Seaweed and polyps are rare, 
geometric ornamentation with rings and concentric circles is the 
rule, while birds, walking solemnly one behind the other in single 
file, are almost the only representatives of the animate world (Fig. 
283). In one instance alone is the human form represented, on the 
great "warrior" vase, so often referred to, which is the most important 
example not only at Mycenae, but in the whole range of Mycensean 
vases. This vessel has the shape of a large amphora. Round 
the body runs a broad band of figures : on the one side (Fig. 284) 
five warriors are sallying forth while a woman watches them de- 
part; on the other (Fig. 285), which is unfortunately much 
destroyed, is a combat of several warriors. All the figures have 
long pointed noses, and grotesquely big eyes. The warriors on 
the obverse apparently wear a close-fitting coat of mail over a 
chiton, which reaches with its fringes half-way down the thigh. 
The legs, from the knee downwards, are protected by gaiters, and 
the feet by pieces of cloth or leather bound round with bands or 
thongs. The rings above the knee and the wrist served not merely 
to fasten or draw in the garments, but had also an ornamental 
purpose, and therefore probably consisted on occasion of gold bands 
like those found in the men's graves. The head is covered by a 
helmet with two projecting horns in front and a plume hanging 
down behind ; the white dots sprinkled over the helmet probably 
represent glittering bosses. On the left arm they carry a shield, 
which is quite round but for a small segment cut off at the 
bottom. In the right hand they carry a long lance, with an object 
resembling a bag fastened to it just below the point. Dr. Furt- 
wangler and Dr. Loschcke consider this object to be a knapsack; 
others think it was a gourd-shaped bottle, such as the soldiers of 
Saul carried on their spears. The woman behind the warriors is 
raising her hand to her head, in token of distress at their depart- 
ure. In the battle-scene on the reverse the men's equipment is 
somewhat different. They wear a skin cap instead of the helmet, 
the shield is a perfect circle, and there is nothing, attached to the 
lance : perhaps we have here the enemies of the warriors who are 
sallying forth on the other side. 

The fastenings of the handles are shaped like dogs' heads ; 
two geese, of the type common on the later vases, fill up the 
space' below the dogs. The connection of this vase with the 



later MycenfeaD, as well as with the dipylon vases is also 
marked by three concentric circles used on the reverse to fill up 
the space, where in the earlier Mycenxan style we should have 
expected spirals. The whole design is carried out in dark brown 
varnish on a ground which is painted yellow. The interior 
of the vase ia painted red. The clay of the vessel is rather 
coarse, another mark to show that it belongs to the later period. 
Here, as in Tiryns, an important example bridges over the 
transition between the Mycensean and the later style of vase- 
painting. The large notched shields of the old Myceneean period 
disappear, and the helmets no longer have a bee-hive shape (Fig. 



»1:4). 

198). There is mucli that recalls the vases with stirrup 
handles [BiigelkannerC) on the one hand and the dipylon vases ou 
the other; but the whole style of the drawing most resembles 
the Melian vase-paintings, the precursors of the pure Greek 
manner of later ages. 

Besides a few stones engraved with figures of animals, little 
bronze wheels and keys, bone pegs, and other objects of minor 
importance, we need only mention the curious fragment of a 
porphyry block (Fig. 286), which leads us to consider the 
buildings whence all these objects found outside the graves 
are derived. The porphyry block is oblong in form, with a 
rectangular section, and is of about equal depth and breadth. 
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The upper and under surface are smooth beds, but the exposed 
surface is ornamented bj a curious pattern in relief — an 
elliptical rosette, cut into two halves by a broad band passing 
over the middle. The stone beam was apparently adorned 
Mrith this pattern along its whole length, for there are traces 
of more rosettes both to the right and to the left Further, we 
notice that on the left, where the block ends at the • edge of 
the band that traverses the rosette, the surface of the side is so 
worked as to show that it joined on to another block decorated 
in the same manner. How and where these stones were employed 
remained a problem till the excavations at Tiryns disclosed 
precisely the same system of ornamentation on the great 
alabaster frieze in the palace. Soon after, the buildings to 
which alone the beautiful porphyry block could have belonged 
were discovered at Mycenae. 

12. The Greek Excavations in 1886. The Palace 

In 1886 the Greek Archaeological Society imdertook fresh 
excavations at Mycenae. They uncovered a further portion of 
the labyrinth of buildings near the citadel walL Most important 
of all, they found on the summit of the citadel the ancient palace 
of the kings, with the same ground-plan as at Troy and Tiryns, 
where the correspondence had already excited such wonder and 
interest. The Ephor, M. Tsountas, one of the most promising of 
the younger Greek archaeologists, superintended the excavations, 
and has since published the results in an excellent essay. Not 
only would it be impossible nowadays to omit these important 
later discoveries in any description of Mycenae, but they form as 
it were the crown of all Dr. Schliemann's researches, for no 
previous discoveries could afford such undeniable confirmation of 
the theories put forward by the illustrious explorer. Accordingly, 
we feel justified in including them in our account of his work 
Our description is naturally based on M. Tsountas's article. 

Massive ancient walls had long been known on the summit 
of the citadel; they seemed to enclose- a great rectangular 
building, and they appeared in this form on Captain Steffen's 
map. During the excavations these walls turned out to be the 
foundations of a Doric temple belonging to the sixth or seventh 
century B.c. The temple lies almost due north and south, and 
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forms a rectangle measuring 65 by 140 feet. The only archi- 
tectural remains found were a slab of the cornice and two 
fragments of metopes, with a few scant remains of figures on 
them. On the north side the foundations rest on the rock, but 
on the south side they rest on a layer of ddbris as much as 10 
feet deep. It was within this debris that walls of two different 
ancient periods came to light. Those at the south-west comer 
of the temple are slight, and consist of small stones bonded with 
clay mortar. The others are built of much larger stones, and in 
parts of dressed blocks; just at the south-west angle they 
enclose a room with a pavement of lime concrete that stretches 
under the walls mentioned above. Accordingly, the stronger and 
better built walls must be the earlier, and the less strong the 
later. On further excavation the earlier walls were found to 
yield exactly the same ground-plan which the finds at Troy and 
at Tiryns had shown to be the typical one for the main divisions 
of the Homeric palace, viz. a large hall with two ante-rooms, a 
stately courtyard, and several smaller apartments ; the whole was 
surrounded by a wall of great strength, and approached from the 
lower city by two roads. We now proceed to a detailed 
description of the separate parts. 

The main road, certainly intended for carriage traffic as well, 
ascended in zigzags from the precinct of the graves to the great 
flight of steps, which lies to the south, close under the courtyard 
of the palace (between I and K). These steps were evidently 
protected by a gateway, of which only a few fragments of walls 
and pillars remain. At the bottom of the stairs, in room I, a 
bench of masonry ran along the northern and western sides. 
The staircase itself is 7 feet 10 inches broad, and has twenty 
steps, which are in good preservation. Each is 4 to 5 inches 
high and 14 to 18 inches deep. The breadth was not got with 
a single stone, but as many as three or four had to be employed ; 
this, however, was not visible to the eye, as the whole staircase 
is overlaid with a coating of plaster some |^-inch thick. The top 
landing has been destroyed, as also the entrance, which doubtless 
led through a second gateway into the palace court or Aul6. 

The courtyard (L) is 37 feet 9 inches broad, and is paved with 
a lime concrete. Under this concrete may be seen in places the 
traces of an 61der pavement, which had been made with more care 
and with finer materials. The north wall of the courtyard is 
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Still standing to a height of 7 feet 10 inches, and compiises six 
courses of dressed blocks ; between the lowest course and the one 
immediately above it is a- horizontal beam similar to that found 
in the palace walls at Troy and Tiryns. This support is a sur- 
vival from the old method of building, which employed quarry- 
stones and clay ; in ashlar masonry it would naturally be dispensed 
witlL The same construction is found in the west wall of the 
courtyard. 

To the right of this open place of meeting comes the ante- 
room of the men's apartments (M). Two columns stood at the 
entrance between two antae. These were all of wood, and stood on 
stone bases. The depth of the ante-room is 10 feet 3 inches, 
the floor is paved with limestone slabs. 

Next comes the second ante-room (N) ; at its entrance (6 feet 
5 inches broad) is a stone threshold with great square holes on 
each side, into which the door-posts were sunk. On the edge of 
this threshold is cut a groove (6 inches broad), in which the door 
moved ; at the right-hand extremity is a round hole, which, as at 
Tiryns, held the bronze pivot for the door-hinge. 

The floor of this room was paved round the walls with slabs, 
measuring 3 feet 4 inches by 3 feet 10 inches; but in the centre 
there was a limestone concrete. From it we pass into the lining 
room — the megaron (0). At its entrance we again find a thres- 
hold with holes for the door-posts, this time, however, without the 
round hole for the hinge. As in the megaron at Tiryns, there 
can have been no door here, and a simple curtain sufficed to shut 
off the room. 

The megaron is the largest room in the whole palace, and 
measures 37 feet 9 inches by 42 feet 5 inches. The roof was 
supported by four wooden pillars which stood on stone bases. 
These are sunk ^-inch below the concrete floor, as it has appreci- 
ably gained in depth through frequent restoration. In the centre, 
between the columns, stands the great circular hearth, of which 
about a third remains. It is raised only 5^ inches above the 
floor by two shallow steps, and shows as many as five super- 
imposed layers of stucco, which had all been painted. 

The design of the third and best-preserved layer is figured 
below after Dr. Dorpfeld's drawing (Fig. 286). The vertical 
surface of each step is decorated with spherical triangles ; the one 
set is coloured giey and white, the other red and white, each of 
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the white fields being filled up by a small star. The horizoutal 
surface connecting the two is coloured blue. At the top a band 
of spirals, painted white with blue dots in the centre and enclosed 
by red and blue lines, runs round the hearth. 

The floor of the megaron, like that of the ante-room, is paved 
with slabs along the walls, while the centre has a concrete 
pavement, with a chequered pattern corresponding almost exactly 
to that in the megaron at Tiryns. The whole south-eaat corner of 
the living room has been destroyed by a landslip ; at this point 
the hill descends abruptly to the ravine of the Chavos. 

Returning to the great court, we find on its west side another 
room (P), which is not in direct communication with the court, 
but is approached through an ante-room. A second opening led to 
a room adjoining it, but neither entrance had a door. Against 




286a. — FAINTBD DECORATION OF THE HEARTH IN THE MEGARON. 

the north wall of this room is a remarkable square hearth, 31^ 
inches broad by 41^ inches deep, and 2 inches high; under the 
floor was a conduit, built with square earthenware pipes. 

To the north of this room a passage leads straight from the 
courtyard to the western portion of the palace, which is now 
entirely destroyed. At the entrance leading from the courtyard 
lies a threshold which had no door above it; on the right are 
three stone steps, forming the lower portion of a staircase which 
led to the upper story. The two lower steps measure 6 to 8 
inches in height and 12 to 14 in depth; the third is a landing 
3 feet 4 by 3 feet 7, from which the staircase turned to the left, 
and was continued in wood. The space under the staircase must 
have been utilised, as it could be approached from the other side. 

On the north of these stairs is a long broad passage (R), to 
the west of which lies a great threshold with the hinge-hole for a 
single door. The continuation of the passage on this side doubt- 
less led to a second gate, directly accessible from the Lions' Gate by 
means of a steep footpath. Unfortunately the boundary wall of 

u 
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the palace is so completely destroyed at this point that the dis- 
position of the gate can no longer be made out. On the left of a 
person coming from outside, and just behind the great threshold, 
entrances led from this same passage to further apartments which 
were closed by doors. In the other direction, to the east, the 
passage is covered by the foundations of the temple, but it must 
have led to the different small rooms (S, etc.) traces of which are 
still to be found near the megaron, and which probably served as 
women's apartments, treasure-houses, and sleeping-rooms. 

What applies to the ground -plan applies also, as separate 
instances have already proved, to the construction — everywhere we 
find the most remarkable resemblance to the palace at Tiryns. 
Floors, doors, posts, thresholds, and roof all correspond. The 
only difference is in the more advanced technique observable in 
several details, such as the employment of dressed blocks for the 
walls, and in the freer use of wall-painting, traces of which are 
found in and near the megaron, in the courtyard, and in room P. 
We undoubtedly have here one and the same period of civilisa- 
tion, and M. Tsountas has abundantly proved by his observations 
during the excavations that this period is that of the so-called 
Mycenaean vases. In his account of the find in the great 
court, on whose pavement rise the poor clay walls of the later 
houses, he writes : " Even before any connection could be made 
out between the different walls, whose upper part we first laid 
bare, I noted in the journal of the excavations that between the 
walls, which were soon after proved to be of later date, only frag- 
ments of vases of the geometrical style with designs of quadru- 
peds and birds were found, while below, on the limestone concrete, 
and wherever there were no later walls, all finds belonged to 
the Mycenaean class." This is a clear and interesting result, 
which may yet be of the greatest service to us, when we try 
to determine what was the period of time corresponding to the 
great building epoch at Mycenae, and who were the race who 
then inhabited the citadel. 

The excavations lower down, close to the wall of the 
Acropolis, brought to light a group of smaller buildings which 
may be probably regarded as private houses. Among the medley 
of walls of different periods we note especially a chamber belong- 
ing to the oldest period, with a square hearth in the centre. 
This must be the megaron ; in front of it, to the west, is an 
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ante-room, aad farther on a courtyard with traces of a sacrificial 
pit in the centre. At thia point the f^und falls rapidly from 
north to south, so that the suite of rooms running parallel to those 
just described is one story lower, and is reached by a staircase. 



These lower rooms must have been dark and hardly habitable. 
They were the cellars of the building ; from the general plan we 
gather that the women's apartments were over them. 




1.2). 



Very interesting fragments of wall-painting were also found 
in this group of buildings; the "women sacriiicing" (Fig. 288) 
were discovered in a room on the north side of the room with 
the hearth, and three figures with asses' heads (Fig. 287) on a 
wall to the south, near the stairs. These are by far the most 
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important specimens of the kind found in Mycenae; from the 
megaron and the adjoining sleeping-apartment we have only a 
very few fragments with portions of men and horses, showing 
no peculiarity except that round the knees and ankles of the 
men are bands similar to those worn by the warriors on the great 
vase, and also by the acrobat on the bull at Tiryns. 

On the first of the new fragments are traces of three figures, 
which, to judge by the long ears, have asses' heads. The upright 
point in front of the ears can only be the tuft of hair on the 
forehead. These creatures must be the same as the demons 
which belong to the earliest religious conceptions of the Gredts, 
and which Dr. Milchhofer has treated in so exhaustive and 
suggestive a manner. Even down to later times the lesser 
forces of nature subordinated to the greater powers, the spirits 
of wood, hill, or stream assumed a form half human half 
animal; satyrs, Tritons, river -gods, centaurs, and the minotaur 
are classical examples. These beings were of far greater import- 
ance in earlier times, for it every day becomes more and more 
certain that Greek religion originated in monotheism, i.e. in the 
worship of a supreme Zeus, to whom all other natural forces, 
represented under the form of these composite beings, were 
subject Such forms are found especially on the gems of the 
Mycenaean period — the so-called island stones; they almost 
always have the legs of birds, one figure only having the legs of 
a lion; frequently they carry on their shoulders, as in our 
specimen, a pole, with their slaughtered prey hung on the ends 

(Fig. 289). We are therefore justified in assign- 
ing birds' legs to the figures on our wall-paintang, 
and in supposing that the pole was used to carry 
the spoils of the chase. The figures with their 
long tongues hanging out are scarcely conceived 
289.— ISLAND STONE ^^ ^ scrious spirft, and are somewhat of the 
FROM CRETE (nat- naturc of caricatures. The Homeric poems do 

ural size). i. i. • i r • i ^• 

not shnnk from occasional sature, even on 
the greater gods; accordingly, the temptation to treat their 
attendant gnomes and goblins in the same way would be still 
much stronger.^ 

 ^ [A quite different explanation of these curious figures has recently been j^ven br 
Winter (see "Arch. Anzeiger," Jdhrhiich des k, d, IiistiUUs, 1890, p. 108). He 
regards them as Mycensean attempts to reproduce the Egyptian hippopotamns 
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The colours in this picture are still remarkably fresh. The 
ground is blue-grey ; the figures are flesh-coloured in front, but 
their backs are painted blue, with inner markings in black, yellow, 
and red. 

The second fragment (Fig. 288) is a separate limestone tablet 
about 1 inch thick, intended doubtless to hang on a walL 
The design, which is unfortunately much damaged, develops from 
the centre towards the sides, which correspond exactly. From 
the traces left we can make out the central figure, especially 
as the altars on either side afford us a clue — it was an idol, 
similar in form to that on the great gold ring (Fig. 281). The 
outline of the large notched shield shows plainly, and above 
it is the remainder of a head, apparently with flowing locks ; 
in front are traces of an outstretched arm holding a lance. 
To the right is an altar, and behind it a woman, while from 
several traces we may assume that the design was repeated on 
the left. The shape of the altar is known to us from the relief 
of the Lions' Gate, where two similar bases are set side by side 
to form a support for the piUar. The woman stands upright, 
both hands raised above the altar, and her clothing con^esponds 
in every particular to that of the women on the gold ring 
mentioned above. The upper part of the body is covered by a 
close-fitting garment ; wliile a skirt cut up by several tucks flows 
down from the waist. It is clear that the bosom was not bare, 
as Dr. Milchhofer maintained in the case of the figures on the 
gold ring, because only the hands and face are white, while the 
bosom is coloured yellow and matches the skirt that covers the 
lower part of the figure. To the left is a woman in the same 
attitude, and of course there must once have been an altar on this 
side also. The upper part of this figure, with a diadem and a neck- 
lace, is still to be seen. We may interpret the whole picture as 
a scene of sacrifice offered by the two women to the idol in the 
centre. We need scarcely conclude, with M. Tsountas, that this 
picture, which is the only representation of a religious subject in 
Mycenaean art, was not made on the spot, but imported. It 
shows the same blue-grey ground, and also the same colours and 
technique which are found in the wall-paintings. 

goddess Thueris. We should thus have another piece of evidence to prove that the 
inlaid dagger-hlades are native imitations of Egyptian work, and not themselves 
imported. — W. L.] 
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Among the fiuds in the palace was a scarabsBus bearing the 
name of Queen Ti, and archaeologists hoped that they were at 
last in possession of a definite point by which to fix the dates of 
the Mycenaean monuments. Unfortunately their hopes were 
only very partially realised. Professor Erman, to whom an 
impression was sent, pronounced it indeed to be genuine Egyptian 
work, but added that, in the first place, there had been many 
queens called Ti, and in the second, that even if it did refer to 
the most famous of them, the wife of Amenophis III (thirteenth 
century B.C.), the scarabseus might belong to a later period, for 
the names of celebrated royalties continued to be engraved on 
amulets long after their death. 

At any rate, we may infer from this discovery that the palace 
must have been inhabited after the thirteenth century B.C- 

13. Graves of the Foptdace in the Lower City 

The indefatigable Greek Archaeological Society undertook 
during 1887 and 1888 fresh excavations in the lower city, where 
M. Tsountas opened fifty-two graves. Both the position and the 
contents of these graves threw light on several difficult points in 
Dr. Schliemann's discoveries, as well as in the whole question of 
Mycenaean civilisation. 

In addition to the six bee -hive chambers already known, 
in which no further investigations were made, a seventh came to 
light, but unfortunately it had alrecuiy been completely plundered 
in past ages. The rest of the graves were not domed, but were 
simple chambers hewn in the rock. A horizontal approach 
through the rock, usually some yards long, led to the square 
burial-chamber; this was sometimes fitted with niches, and in 
some few cases a second chamber, approached by another short 
passage, lay behind the first. The roof is almost always of gable 
form, and only occasionally hewn into an irregular vault. The 
chambers are generally from 10byl3tol3byl6 feet in area, 
and reach a height of 6 to 8 feet at the sides, and of 8 to 10 feet 
in the middle, under the gable. These graves do not form a 
cemetery, but lie in scattered groups more or less everywhere 
among the ruins of the lower city. South of the bee-hive tomb 3 
lie seven graves ; to the north of No. 4 four, and six more to 
the south of it ; eight are found near No. 5 ; about ten minutes 
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to the north of the Kokoretza, at a place called Asprochoma, lay 
twenty-two graves, in addition to two groups of six and four 
respectively, at the foot of Mount Elias. The graves in one 
group generally correspond both in size and in the nature of 
their contents; the larger ones are more richly furnished with 
implements of ivory and costly metal, while the smaller ones are 
more humbly decorated with terra-cotta figures, and, oddly enough, 
with great nxmibers of the so-called " island stones ".; the rough- 
ness of the designs clearly shows that these stones represent the 
commoner manufacture, as compared with the objects made in 
more costly material. From all this it follows that each group of 
graves must correspond to some division of the people, and M. 
Tsountas is certainly right in supposing that we have in these 
groups the graveyards of separate families or clans, each having 
its burial-place on the boundary of its own district. This is why 
the groups near the vaulted tombs 3 and 4 are in the midst of 
an inhabited region ; they lay between two clan districts. 

It is well known that the walls of the lower city only 
Miclosed a small portion of the inhabited level tract ; the greater 
part of the population lived in open villages. To live in such 
communities, and to bury the dead within the precincts of the 
communities, was in accordance with an ancient Greek custom, 
surviving down to historical times among the Spartans, who were 
the most careful to maintain ancient customs. " The Spartans," 
says Thucydides,^ "live in open villages" (xark K(ofia^);^ and 
Plutarch ' still knows that they buried " within the town," and 
certainly with the same division as the Mycenseans, for we know 
that the graves of the Agiadae lay to the south, and those of the 
Eurypontidee to the north of the city. This was also the custom 
at Athens in very early times; many graves have been found 
there within the inhabited area, and this fact had already led 
Plato * to the conviction that the ancient Athenians buried their 
dead in their houses. After this there is nothing remarkable in 
the presence of a graveyard on the Acropolis at Mycense. The 
Acropolis was the strongly fortified district of the ruling clan, 
and they, like the communities of the lower city, had their burial- 
place within their own precincts. 

On special points, too, the finds from the new graves offer 
interesting and overwhelming evidence. Not one of the corpses 

1 ii. 10. ' See Curtius, Peloponnesos, ii. p. 226. • Lyk. 27. * Minos^ 315. 
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seems to have been cremated, though traces of ashes were 
found, which, as in other cases, must have come from the funeral 
sacrilices. After the burial of the last corpse, the doorway of 
the grave was vailed up, with the exception of a small gap 
under the lintel, and the path in front was blocked up Till 
earth. Finally, the gap itself was closed with stones. In 
the blocked-up path in front of the entrance human bones were 
often found, and in one case as many as six bodies, which u 
all appearances had been buried at the same time ; we can but 
assume, with M. Tsonntas, that slaves or prisoners of war were 
occasionally slain at their lord's funeral, just as Achilles sle" 
twelve Trojans at the pyre of Patroklos. In this way we can 
also explain the strange group of bodies which was found above 
the third shaft-grave (see above, p. 210). 

Among the offerings to the dead a great many female id(^ 
of terra-cotta were found, especially in the poorer graves. Ther 
certainly do not always represent the same divinity. The greater 
number wear a royal diadem, and may well be images of Hen, 
but others- with bare neck and large necklace appear to portmj 
Aphrodite. Only one of these figures was found here. There is 
a third class of these figurines carrying a child. These are found 
only in a few instances ; we may perhaps interpret them as images 
of Demeter Kourotrophos, by analogy with the numerous images 
of Demeter of & later period which have been found at Tir)Tis. 

Many of the objects found in these graves are charactemtic 
of genuine Mycen^an art ; such are the cups with stirrup handles 
This indeed is the shape characteristic of the vases of this find, 
which it thus proves to belong to the later stage of the Mycenfesn 
period. On the other hand, there are a few objects which al 
present are isolated examples of their kind in the tinds of this 
civihsation ; for instance, several razors, fragments of a sjsm 
glass vase, and many round metal mirrors with ivory handles, 
adorned with figures carved m relief Iron is met with for the 
first time in the form of a few finger-rings, which show that this 
metal was considered costly and only worked into trinkets. Of 
great importance, finally, are three bronze safety-pins, for up l" 
now one was forced to believe that the Mycen^eans, contiarj W 
Homeric and Greek custom, only wore sewn garments, and on 
this ground their connection with later Greeks was questioned. Xhf 
pins found are of the most primitive shape, — a wire is twtd 
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twice in the centre to form a spiral, then the lower end is turned 
back to meet the upper end, and is hooked into it. This discovery 
teaches us that towards the end of the Mycenaean period, even as in 
Homeric and later Greece, garments were formed by square pieces 
of stufif wrapped round the body and pinned over the shoulders. 

The object which shows the greatest artistic skill is a silver 
cup decorated with inlaid and enamelled work. Its shape is flat, 
almost like a saucer, and it has a handle. Bound the upper 
rim, and lower down round the body, run rows of inlaid gold 
leaves; the space between these bands and the rim is occupied by 
twenty-one men's heads, one behind the other. They show a well- 
marked Greek type ; forehead and nose form a straight line, with 
only the very slightest depression at the root of the nose ; and 
this line is almost vertical, instead of oblique, as on the warrior 
vase and on the gold rings. The heads wear pointed beards, as 
on Greek vases of the sixth century B.c. ; the drawing and pro- 
portion of the eyes are also similar. Three locks of hair fall on 
the neck and are twisted into curls below. Similar curls are also 
seen on a roughly-painted vase found in these graves. This had 
evidently been made on the spot, whence M, Tsountas concludes 
that the cup was also made at Mycenae. 

It is now only necessary to add a few words respecting the 
mutual relationship of the earlier finds, especially between the 
shaft-graves and the palace. The general opinion was that the 
shaft-graves were the oldest stratum in Mycenaean soil, and Repre- 
sented a different period and a different race from those of the bee- 
hive tombs, etc. They certainly represent an earlier period ; but 
the development to be traced from them to the palace and the 
graves of the lower city is unbroken and uniform. The clay 
idols so common later on are found, though sparsely, in the shaft- 
graves ; the vases, though differing in ornamentation, are of the 
same fine clay and have the same varnish ; the gold beakers of 
the graves were also found in the dwelling-house near the burial 
precinct — of finer workmanship, it is true, and with dogs' heads 
on the handles, but still in the same hammered work ; while the 
wonderful inlaying of the silver vase from grave IV and of the 
dagger-blades from graves IV and V finds its closest analogy in 
the new vessel from the lower city. There can be no doubt that 
shaft-graves, palace, and lower city belong to one and the same 
great and connected period of civilisation. 
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We Bee from the Acropoleis of Tiryns and- Troy that only the 
rulers dwelt there. At Athens likewise there was do room in 
the Acropolis for the populace The Cyclopean circumvallstioa 
walls of the Athenian citadel had long been known, and since 
1887 the remains of the old palace have been discovered beside 
the Erechtheion and the Parthenon. The Acropolis bt Mvcens 
is certainly lai^r, but the space was none too large for a whole 
ruling clan with their numerous retainers and servants. We 
must therefore imagine the rulers as living there, and find in this 
fact the easiest explanation of the presence of a graveyard on the 
citadel mound, which roused so many scruples, and which firet 
suggested doubts as to the Greek character of the Mycenseans: 
just as in the lower city each family or clan had its own grave- 
yard within its own boundaries, so too the rulers, sljnt in within 
their fortress, had their royal graves on the Acropolis. It w»s 
only later, when the simple shaft-graves had given way to the 
colossal bee-hive tombs, that the Acropolis no longer sufficed for 
such burial and the lower city had to come to its assistance^ 
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CHAPTER V 

MINOR EXCAVATIONS 

1. Orchomenos 

Dr. Schliemann's excavations in Orchomenos were undertaken 
at different times — in November 1880, in the spring of 1881, 
and again in the spring of 1886. They form an important 
addition to the picture of Mycenaean civilisation, inasmuch as 
the chief monument brought to light, the great bee-hive tomb of 
Minyas, is in some essential points better preserved than even the 
" Treasury of Atreus " at Mycenae, and these points carry our 
view far beyond the region of the bee-hive tombs themselves. 

These excavations take us over to Boeotia. In the very 
centre of the country lies the great lake Copais, at the end of a 
vast and fruitful plain ; it has no natural outlet to the sea, and 
at times, when the artificial drainage fails, it is a great source of 
danger, as it exposes the district to inundation and pestilence. 
In past ages several excellent channels joined it to the Euripos, 
the strait between the mainland and Euboea. However, as all 
such undertakings were neglected under Turkish rule, and as the 
young Greek kingdom has not yet quite completed the great 
work of laying out new channels, the whole country has a bad 
reputation for fever. 

The first Acropolis of Orchomenos apparently lay on the 
east side of this lake, some 6 or 7 miles distant from the 
Euripos, at a spot where giant Cyclopean walls are still visible 
on the heights of Goulas. The choice of this site accords with 
the custom, usual in early ages on the coasts of the Archipelago, 
of placing the capital of a seafaring nation at some little 
distance from the sea, though not too far. 
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Strabo says that the later town of Orchomenos did not 
occupy the site of the original settlement, because the inhabitants 
had been driven thence by malarial fever, and had taken up their 
abode on the heights of Akontion. This hill is on the west of 
the lake, and there it was that Dr. Schliemann excavated tiie 
Treasury of Minyas. The migration must have taken place at a 
very eariy date, for the vaulted tomb can only be referred to a 
later stage of the period to which the Cyclopean walls on Goulis 
belong. 

According to tradition Orchomenos was, like Troy and 
Mycenae, the chief town of its district. Like Mycenae, it is 
celebrated by Homer for its wealth of gold.^ Hence came the 
sons of Ares, Askalaphos and lalmenos, to the war of Troy.* 

No excavations have yet been made on the heights of Goulas, 
but on that portion of Mount Akontion called the Hypantheion, 
at the foot of which lies the bee-hive tomb, and where large 
portions of later Greek fortress -walls are still standing, Dr. 
Schliemann opened a few graves, and found in the thin layer of 
debris a few scattered fragments of ancient pottery. The main result 
of his excavations at Orchomenos is confined to the " Treasury of 
Minyas." 

Even down to a late date in ancient times this building 
must have been above ground and easy of access. Pausanias 
visited it and blamed the Greeks for admiring foreign buildings 
rather than native productions, for even " distinguished writers 
are at much pains to give an exact description of th^ Egyptian 
pyramids, and say not a word of the treasury of Minyas 
and the walls of Tiryns, which are no less noteworthy." At 
the same time Pausanias shows that he considered the building 
to be a treasury, for he says of Minyas : " So far as we know, 
he was the first who built a house to store his treasure in," 
and he further describes it in the words : " It is a round stone 
building, ending in a blunt conical point ; it is said that the 
topmost stone acts as keystone to the whole building." Pausanias 
saw the building when it was still in good preservation ; it was 
of bee-hive form, exactly like the " Treasury of Atreus," which it 
closely resembled both in ground -plan and dimensions. It is 
now half destroyed, and has been so for a long time, l^^ 
Elgin tried at the beginning of the century to lay bare the ruins, 

1 See n. ix. 881. « n ij, 513 . i^, 32 ; xUi. 513. » ix. 36. 
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but had to desist from the undertaking owing to the weight of 
the great blocks that lay within it piled one on the top of the 
other. Dr. Schliemann found under the blocks "superimposed 
layers of ashes and other burnt material 12 feet deep, perhaps 
the result of . sacrificial fires." On the floor were " a great 
quantity of carefully-dressed square marble blocks, as well as 
cornices, which can have had nothing to do with the treasury 
proper, and probably belonged to some monument, perhaps a 
small sanctuary, that once stood within it." These fragments, 
together with a female torso also found here, he assigns to the 
Macedonian period. There was also a Boman basis of dark marble, 
measuring about 2 feet in cube, and several marble pedestals, one 
still showing the footmarks of the statue that was fastened on to 
it ; and finally, hand-mill stones of trachyte, a few astragali, boars' 
tusks, whorls, and pottery of all styles and periods. It appears 
therefore that the chamber was put to very diverse uses in a 
later period of antiquity. 

The building, like the grave of Atreus, consists of a dromos, a 
vaulted chamber and a square room adjacent to it on the right. 
All these portions were built of a greenish, calcareous schist, 
quarried in the neighbourhood of Lebaxieia. In 1867 the dromos 
was utterly destroyed by the demarch of the neighbouring village 
of Skripu ; he built a chapel with the blocks, and only one stone 
remains in its place, to prove that the old passage measured 16 
feet 9 inches in breadth. The entrance gate is 17 feet 11 inches 
high, 8 feet broad at the top and 8 feet 10 inches at the bottom; 
its dimensions, accordingly, are only a trifle less than those of the 
grave of Atreus at Mycenae. The stone beam over the door is, 
on the other hand, very much smaller, only measuring 16 feet 6 
inches in length. The diameter of the vaulted room is about 46 
feet, that is to say, 20 inches less than in the Treasury of Atreus. 

The vaulted walls of the building are entire up to the eighth 
course, and reach in some places up to the twelfth; from the 
fifth course upwards almost every stone has a hole, in some of 
which the bronze nails still remain. ITiese holes run round the 
building in a horizontal line, and are equidistant from each other ; 
the third line being so placed that its holes are vertically over 
those of the first, while in the intervening second line the holes 
are always in the centre of the space formed by every four on 
the other lines. In this way a continuous pattern of five dots 
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is formed, on which, as in the Atreus grave^ were fastened brons 
rosettes. " Almost in the centre of the treasure-room was a long 
hole in the level rock 9 inches deep, 15 indies broad, and 19 
inches long, which must have served to secure some monuzDeiit" 

A door (6 feet 11^ inches high, 3 feet 9 inches broad aboTe, 
and 3 feet 11^ inches below), whose posts, to ju<Jge from the 
indentations still left, were richly adorned with bronze omamentE, 
leads from the vaulted room to the square chamber adjoiiiisg 
it. This second chamber rouses keen interest from the peculi- 
arities of its arrangement and its beautiful internal decorations. 
It measures 12 feet 3 inches by 9 feet,* and is 7 feet l^ 
inches high. On all four sides rise the vertical walls df 
native rock ; but this chamber was sunk frotn above like i 
shaft, and not hewn out in the rock with the vaulted room as a 
starting-point. " The ceiling seems to have fallen in only about 
1870 under the pressure of the superincumbent mass of rubbish," 
says Dr. Schliemann; " because all the villagers agree, that at that 
time the earth suddenly gave way with a great noise preciselv 
above the place where the chamber is, and a deep hole was then 
formed." The interior construction of the chamber is as folloiR. 
Walls of small quarry-stones bonded with clay were built 
against the sides, while at a height of 8 feet above the floor 
green schist slabs 16 inches thick were laid across from one wall 
to the other to form the ceiling. The exact construction of this 
ceiling is not clear. It seems that in order to relieve it a cavity, 
practically a second story, was constructed ; it was formed by 
walls hewn in the natural rock and overlaid with slabs ; then 
above this followed the mass of cUbris reaching up to the top. 
The slabs of the ceiling are most exquisitely sculptured on the 
inner side with a pattern composed of rosettes and spirals. The 
conjecture that this design was copied from a carpet pattern 
seems correct. Just as in textile fabrics, first comes a centre- 
piece, formed by interlacing spirals, from the confers of which 
spring palmettos ; round this is a frame consisting of a double 
row of rosettes. Then follow more interlacing spirals and 
palmettes, framed by another border of rosettes, which is edged 
on the outside by the familiar dentils. 

The walls had been revetted with marble slabs, some of which 
still remain in their original place. They exhibit the same 
pattern as the ceiling ; above and below runs a row of rosettes, 
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and the remaining space is filled with spirals and palmettes. 
We see at a glance that this style of ornament is thoroughly 
Mycenaean: the rosettes are found on the alabaster frieze at 
Tiryns, the interlacing spirals on wall-paintings from the same 
place, and the border of dentils is frequent enough both at Tiryns 
and Mycenae. Even if the architecture of the building did not 
proclaim its connection with similar buildings in Mycenae, the 
wall-decorations would settle the question. A further point of 
special interest is that the second chamber affords a new link in 
the transition from the " shaft " to the " bee-hive " tombs. The 
latter were merely a magnificent development of the former. 
The tomb at Orchomenos is identical with the shafts at Mycenae : 
it is sunk straight into the rock, lined with rubble walls and 
closed with stone slabs. The only difference is that the round 
chamber for the cultus of the dead, which in the Mycenaean 
Acropolis was above the graves, is here beside them. The desire 
to gain easier access to the actual grave, no doubt, inspired the 
splendid innovation of the " bee-hive " tomb. 

£. Ithaca 

The investigations undertaken in Ithaca by Dr. Schliemann 
and others have been mostly of a topographical nature. They 
serve not so much to further our knowledge of the civilisation of 
the heroic age of Greece, as to explain the relations between 
Homer's descriptions and the landscape which inspired them. 
The observations we made on this point with respect to the 
Troad receive here interesting confirmation. It is obvious that 
the singer of the Odyssey had no mere general acquaintance with 
the island, but was absolutely familiar with its local features. 

Dr. Schliemann visited Ithaca as early as 1868, and de- 
scribed his journey in his first archaeological work, Ithaca, the 
Peloponnesus, and Troy. Ten years later he went again and 
corrected some of his original impressions in the biographical sketch 
prefixed to Bios (1881). An English traveller. Sir William Gell, 
is the most important of Dr. Schliemann's predecessors, and may 
be considered the discoverer of the Homeric Ithaca. Since his 
time different writers have advanced most contradictory theories. 
Especial mention should be made of E. Hercher, who denies here 
as in the Troad all connection between Homer's pictures and the 
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reality. In the following pages we shall chiefly foUow the 
account of Dr. Emil Eeisch, the last scholar who has visited 
Ithaca with a scientific object; he has kindly placed at our 
disposal his MS. notes. Parts have already appeared in 
Baedeker's Greece, for which the account was written* 

There is no doubt that the Ithaca of Homer is identical 
with the island which now bears that name. Its proximity to 
Cephalonia, which is also called Samos, is often insisted on. The 
sway of Odysseus extended as far as there, for he set Philoitios 
over his cattle " in the land of the Cephallenians." ^ Moreover, 
in Od, XX. 187, Philoitios had to bring over the ferry which lies 
between the two banks, "a barren heifer for the wooers, and 
fatted goats ; and ferrymen had brought them over . . . who 
send even other folks on their way, whosoever comes to them." 

In the neighbourhood of Ithaca there is one special land- 
mark; a couple of miles to the west, about half-way between 
Ithaca and Cephalonia, lies a small islet, now called DaskaUon ; 
evidently it is the very islet on which the suitors lay in wait to 
slay Telemachos on his return from Pylos and Sparta.^ The 
description of Homer runs : " Now there is a rocky isle in the 
mid sea, midway between Ithaca and rugged Samos, Asteris, a 
little isle ; and there is a harbour therein with a double entrance, 
where ships may ride. There the Achaeans abode, lying in wait 
for Telemachos." * 

It follows from this passage that as Telemachos had to sail up 
the strait between Cephalonia and Ithaca to reach the city, this 
city must have lain on the strait, i.e, on the west coast of the 

1 Od. XX. 210. 

* [This is hardly correct. The little rock-ledge called Daskalio or Mathitario— 
both uames mean '^schoolhouse" — is two miles from Ithaca and hardly 600 yaidi 
from Cephalonia, as will be seen on reference to the map from the Admiralty Charts 
given in Appendix III to Merry and Riddell's Odyssey, No one has admitted more 
frankly than Schliemann himself the absolute impossibility of identifying it nith 
Asteris. " Its length is 586 feet ; its breadth varies between 108 feet and 176 feet. 
On account of these small dimensions it cannot i)08sib]y be identified with the 
Homeric Asteris, which, as the poet says, had two ports, each of them with two 
entrances " {Hios, p. 46. Sec also Jthaque^ p. 75). Schuchhardt omits to explain 
also how a poet personally acquainted with Ithaca could hare described it as 
"furthest towards the darkness" {i.e, the west), while the neighbouring islands 
"face the dawning and the sun" {Od. ix. 25, 26). Ithaca is overshadowed bj 
Cephalonia immediately to the west The following identifications must therefore 
be accepted only with great reserve. — W. L.] 

» Od, iv. 844. 
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island ; there is a general consensus of opinion on this point, but 
the precise spot was disputed. The most populcu: view was that 
the Homeric settlement had been situated in the north, at a spot 
called Polis, which lies on the only fruitful and important valley 
in the island; but Dr. Schliemann declared that the isolated 
height there called Kastro (City), and supposed to be the Acropolis 
of the old town, was merely a natural rock fortress, and had no 
ruins to show. Like Gell, he believed that the old settlement 
was farther south on the narrow neck of land which connects the 
north and south portions of the island. Here rises Mount Aetos, 
a conical hill about 650 feet high; quite at its summit is a 
small plateau surrounded by a Cyclopean wall, which is still 
standing to a height of 20 to 25 feet; while lower down are 
two other circumvallation walls. Dr. Schliemann placed the 
palace of Odysseus on the summit, and thought he had discovered 
the remains of about 190 Cyclopean houses between the two 
lower walls. 

To this theory Dr. Eeisch makes the following objections : 
" Even though the nucleus of the fortification walls undoubtedly 
dates from very early times, this stronghold cannot possibly be 
taken for the Homeric city ; for, granting that the descriptions in 
the Odyssey borrow only the most general outlines from a real 
background, yet the city cannot have been situated on an inhos- 
pitable rock 650 feet high. There was no room between the 
blocks on the narrow plateau for a palace even of the very 
smallest dimensions, nor for a town on the steep declivities of the 
rock.^ The only possible site for a settlement is on the slopes to 
the north and south-west of Aetos, and yet the excavations under- 
taken here by Dr. Schliemann have produced practically no result. 
Nevertheless, in the ruins of the ' Palace of Odysseus ' we have 
a fortress of great age and strength, which in times of danger 
served as a refuge to the dwellers round about, and was of the 
utmost importance for the defence of the whole island; for it 
commanded not only the landing-places to the south-east and 
north-west of Mount Aetos, but protected the only means of 
communication between the north and south parts of the 
island." 

While the theories of Gell and Schliemann break down 



^ Dr. Schliemann himself says : *' The slopes of Mount Aetos rise at an angle of 
SS**, and are therefore T steeper than the upper cone of Vesuvius." 
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owing to special local conditions, our attention is once more 
irresistibly drawn, by the story of the suitors' ambush, to the 
valley of Polis. Their ambush on the island of Asteris is only 
comprehensible if Telemachos had to journey up to Polis, not if 
he had already landed close to Aetos. 

Now we find that evident traces of a very archaic settlement 
are to be seen in the valley of Polis : on the hill of Castro, the 
northern headland of the bay, said by Dr. Schliemann to be nothing 
but a rock. Dr. Eeisch saw remains of a terrace-wall of great 
roughly-hewn blocks preserved for a length of 30 paces, and below, 
from the bay " right up the hill, as far as the present village <rf 
Stavros, stretched an important settlement, whose existence (an 
be traced by means of the extant remains from the seventh 
century B.c. to the time of the latest Boman Empire." 

Euins were also found on the other side of the village of 
Stavros, to the north. " There, among olive trees and vineyards, 
is situated the little church of St. Anastasios, which rests on an 
ancient platform (26 x 16 feet) made of large carefiilly joined 
blocks, and still from 6 to 10 feet high. Other ancient 
foundations in the immediate neighbourhood show that we 
have here the remains of a great settlement An ancient 
staircase, cut in the rock, leads from the church to a little 
plateau, where rectangular niches hewn in the smoothed rock 
walls seem to point to an ancient place of worship. This place 
(or, according to another version, the platform of the church) has 
been known for the last hundred years as ' Homer's School' A 
little lower down is an ancient well, discovered in 1886 by the 
priest of the church, and near it a rock tomb; 30 yards farth^ 
on, among the vineyards, is an interesting old subterranean well- 
house. A passage of roughly -hewn stones, about 3 yards 
long, descends to the entrance, where a few steps are still pre- 
served ; the small inner chamber, the floor of which is covered 
with water, has a vaulted roof of roughly-hewn blocks." 

Not far from these ruins gushes out a spring called Melan- 
hydro. It has been identified with the Homeric " shady spring " 
by which Eumaios pastured his swine. This spot should, 
however, be sought for elsewhere, as we shall see. The place 
where the Phaeacians landed Odysseus, and the pastures of 
Eumaios, to which he then went, are precisely the two spots 
whicli are easiest of identification. 
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We know that Odysseus was not taken straight from Phseacia 
to his city, but was placed ashore in a bay, and that when he 
awoke he did not immediately recognise his native land. Only 
when Athene comes to his aid does the mist fall from his eyes. 
She tells him the name of the haven where he was set on land, 
and shows him the vast cave of the nymphs on the hill, and in 
the distance the high mountain Neriton. Nothing, however, is 
said of the town, which must therefore have been far out of the 
range of vision. The close description can leave no doubt as to 
where we must look for the landing-place. Homer describes it 
as follows : " There is in the land of Ithaca a certain haven of 
Phorkys, the ancient one of the sea, and thereby are two head- 
lands of sheer cliff, which slope to the sea on the haven's side 
and break the mighty waves that ill winds roll without, but 
within the decked ships ride unmoored when once they have 
attained to that landing-place. Now at the harbour's head is a 
long-leaved olive tree, and hard by is a pleasant cave and shadowy, 
sacred to the nymphs, that are called the Naiads. And therein 
are mixing bowls and jars of stone, and there, moreover, do bees 
hive. And there are great looms of stone, whereon the nymphs 
weave raiment of purple stain, a marvel to behold, and therein are 
waters welling evermore. Two gates there are to the cave, the 
one set towards the north wind, whereby men may go down, but' 
the portals toward the south pertain rather to the gods, whereby 
men may not enter : it is the way of the immortals." ^ 

There can be no doubt that the " haven of Phorkys " must be 
looked for at some spot on the Gulf of Molo, for to the south of 
it, at a height of 160 feet, lies a great cavern, which certainly 
suggested the Homeric description of the grotto of the nymphs. 
An entrance (6 feet high and 12 to 20 inches broad) leads 
to a small outer chamber, which gives access to a large damp 
inner chamber, about 45 feet in diameter. From the roof as 
well as on the walls hang wonderful stalactites, which a poet's 
imagination fashioned into the great looms of stone and the 
bowls and jai*s of the nymphs. A carefully-hewn block of stone 
(30 by 20 inches wide), with a hole in its upper surface, 
lies at the back of the cave. It must have served as an altar, 
and shows that the cavern was used as a place of worship, 
no doubt in honour of the nymphs. 

1 Od. xiii. 96 sq. 
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It has further been disputed whether the deep bay of Vathj 
itself, or a small harbour called Dexia on the west of the entrance, 
is the real haven of Phorkys. The question is of little import- 
ance. The cave is equidistant from either spot. One would 
naturally conclude that the larger well-defined bay of Vathy was 
meant, but Dr. Schliemann thinks that " the two headlands of 
sheer cliff, which slope to the sea on the haven's side " of the 
Homeric description, may be identified precisely in front of the 
little haven of Dexia. Possibly his view is correct. In any case 
the re<non about the Gidf of Molo can account for everv detail 
in the Homeric picture, and is above all consistent with the 
account of the visit paid by Odysseus to Eumaios. 

The pasture -grounds of the goodly swineherd must ha^'e 
lain to the south of the island, for when Telemachos is retumiDg 
from Pylos {i.e. from the south) to his home Athene's advice to 
him is : " When thou hast touched the nearest shore of Ithaca, 
send thy ship and all thy company forward to the city, but for 
thy part, seek first the swineherd who keeps thy swine, and is 
loyal to thee as of old " ; ^ but for Odysseus the way to Eumaics 
lay in the reverse direction, and is thus described : " But Odyssens 
fared forth from the haven by the rough track up the wooded 
country and through the heights, where Athena had shown him 
that he should find the goodly swineherd, who cared most for 
his substance of all the thralls that goodly Odysseus bad gotten 
Now he found him sitting at the front entry of the house, where 
his courtyard was builded high, in a place with wide prospect"' 

Two other landmarks help to the belief that the pastura^ 
lay to the south of the island, and on a hiU "with wide pix^spect" 
— the Korax rock, and the black water " of the spring Arethusa**: 
" Him shalt thou find sitting by the swine, as they are feeding 
near the rock of Korax and the spring Arethusa, and there they 
eat abundance of acorns and drink the black water, things that 
make in good case the rich flesh of swine." ^ Odysseus says to 
Eumaios, with reference to the Korax rock, " But if thy lord 
return not according to my word, set thy thralls upon me, and 
cast me down fi-om a mighty rock,"* so that there must have 
been a high, steep cliff here. All these conditions are fulfilled in 
the great plateau to the south of the island. There we find "a 
wide prospect," there is a deep spring, now called Perapegadi, and 

A Od. XV. 36. « Ibid. xiv. 1-6. ' Ibid. xiii. 407-410. * Ibid. xiv. 89S. 
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there rises a rocky clitf, which corresponds absolutely to the 
" Eaven clifif." Here then lay the pasturage of Eumaios. 

These are the principal points in the ancient topography of 
Ithaca, which can be clearly recognised in the modern conditions : 
still more has the general character of the island remained 
unchanged. Athene says of the country : " Verily it is rough 
and not fit for the driving of horses, yet it is not a very sorry 
isle, though narrow withal. For herein is corn past telling, and 
herein too wine is found, and the rain is on it evermore, and the 
fresh dew. And it is good for feeding goats and feeding kine ; 
all manner of wood is here, and watering-places unfailing are 
herein." ^ All this can be still said of Ithaca at the present day. 
Wine is still a great industry, though it is not yet largely 
exported. On one point only do we notice a striking difference ; 
you may look in vain for " all manner of wood." Athene says to 
Odysseus on his awakening : " This hill is Neritos all clothed in 
forest." * Neritos is generally supposed to be the highest 
summit of the Anoge range, just in the centre of the northern 
half of the island, but even if we identify it with St. Stephanos 
in the southern half, it is certain that neither is any longer 
" clothed in forest." We have here another proof of what may 
so often be noticed on classic ground, that the mountain ranges 
were not bare in ancient times as they are now, and that their 
present condition is only the result of centuries of bad cultivation. 



1 Od. xiii. 242-247. * Ibid. xiii. 349. 



CHAPTER VI 

HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE HEROIC AGE OF GREECE 

Something of the same excitement which greeted the arrival of 
the -^ginetan sculptures at Munich in 1830 was experienced 
when the treasures of the Mycenaean shaft-graves were brought to 
Athens. People shook their heads at this unprecedented style of 
art, and were unable to detect in it any single Greek characteristic. 
Now, however, just as then, discovery after discovery has helped 
to bridge over the gulf between the once solitary island of 
Mycensean civilisation and the terra Jvrma of known Greek art 
Yet dispute is still rife as to whether the island belongs to this 
or to the other shore. 

Dr. Schliemann believed, as we know, that he had discovered 
the civilisation of Homer's Achseans in . the graves at Mycenae. 
Dr. Kohler,^ on the other hand, tried in 1878 to prove that these 
graves belonged to the Carians. These two opinions, reinforced 
by various fresh arguments, still confront each other. 

It must be acknowledged that Mycenaean civilisation differs 
very considerably from that which is reflected in the Homeric 
poems, and from that of later Greece. The advocates of the 
Carian hypothesis lay special stress on the difference in the mode 
of burial. The bodies found in the shaft-graves were buried, 
and, as Helbig maintains, they are even embalmed.^ In Homer, 
on the contrary, as in the dipylon graves, which may certainly be 
regarded as Greek, cremation is universal. The earlier custom, 
it is said, presupposes the Egyptian belief, " that the life of the 
soul is bound up with the preservation of the body, while to tie 
Homeric Greeks the body is nothing more than a blot on the sun- 
light, and must be purified by fire, so that the gates of the lovi'er 

^ Kohler — Kuppelgrdb von Menidi, - Horn. Epos^ p. 58. 
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world may be opened to the liberated soul." Eesemblances to 
Egypt and Asia Minor occur to us at once. The people who 
ruled in Mycenae and Tiryns must have been a powerful seafaring 
race accustomed to distant voyages, while the Greek legend " still 
makes Orestes travel on by land, and Menelaus reaches Egypt 
only through being wrecked in a storm." Mycenaean civilisation 
held sway on the east coast of the Greek mainland only ; it did 
not penetrate into the interior. It centred chiefly in the islands 
of the Archipelago. 

In everything a sharp contrast to the Homeric picture world 
was evident. As this contrast extended even to details, as 
the sewed garments pointed to a purely Asiatic costume, and the 
absence of iron marked an incredibly early period, it was thought 
that all connection between Mycenaean civilisation and Homer 
must be abandoned, and that this civilisation must be referred to 
people who, coming originally from Asia, flourished long before 
the Achaeans, and then gave place to them. This early race would 
most probably be the Carians, who, according to Herodotos ^ and 
Thucydides,^ were for a time the most important people on the 
islands, and transmitted to the Greeks many inventions, such as 
the use of escutcheons and handles for their shields, and of plumes 
for their helmets. They were conquered by Minos, who was 
the first to put a stop to piracy, and were specially employed in 
fitting out vessels. Thucydides further relates^ that in his time 
old graves were found in Delos, which, to judge from " the equip- 
ment of weapons buried with them," must have belonged to the 
Carians. This last passage, more especially, was readily connected 
with the Mycenaean graves, which were found filled with weapons. 
Dr. Diimmler, who with Dr. Studniczka further developed Dr. 
Kohler's hypothesis in 1887, was familiar with some of the 
oldest burying -grounds on the Cyclades. As "a dagger or a 
spear-head are only very occasionally " found in them, he concludes 
that these island -graves must have been pre-Carian, and the 
Mycenaean shaft-graves Carian. A few minor points appear to 
lend further support to this hypothesis. The double aXe, which is 
found between the horns of the heads of oxen from the shaft-graves, 
is still the symbol of the Carian Zeus on later coins ; a burial- 
mound near Megara is called Car ; the family of Isagoras in Athens, 
down to Herodotos's time, sacrificed to the Carian Zeus,* and so on. 

1 i. 171. M. 4. » i. 8. * Herodotos, v. 66. 
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"We now have to consider whether the results of the excava- 
tions compel us to accept this theory, or whether some alternative 
view has more to commend it 

The most important fact about Dr. Schliemann's excavations 
is that they invariably confinn the former power and splendour 
of every city which is mentioned in Homer as conspicuous for 
its wealth or sovereignty. In Mycenae, Tiryns, and Orchonienos 
one and the same *' Mycenaean " age of civilisation meets us ; in 
Troy most of the remains from the chief stratum are difiTerent and 
obviously older, but towards the end of that great period the 
Mycenaean style appears there also, and this establishes the con- 
nection in time between the two points. The second city at 
Hissarlik had come into contact with Mycenaean civilisation 
shortly before its downfall. In all these places the chief stratum 
represents the one great period of the city, after which there 
comes practically nothing of importance either at Mycenfe or 
Tiryns, while at Troy, after a long period of village settlements, 
the only city of any size built on the spot belongs to Hellenistic 
times. It follows from this alone that Homer's conceptions 
about his heroic age of Greece are founded on the tradition of the 
golden eras of Mycenae and of Troy. In many cases it is plain 
that not mere tradition but thorough knowledge is at his service, 
and this is all the more striking in various points where Mycenaean 
usage differed entirely from that of later periods. 

Foremost in this connection are the strongly-fortified citadels 
which do not reappear after this period either in Greece or in 
Asia Minor. Sparta is typical of the custom universal among the 
Dorians of leaving their cities unwalled. According to Thucy- 
dides the Greeks of Asia Minor up to the time of the Persian 
invasions had no walls round their settlements. But Homer 
knows exactly about walls and towers and gates. His description 
of thfe Skaian gate with its great platform, from which women and 
aged men witnessed the fight on the plain, exactly answers to the 
oldest city gate uncovered at Hissarlik. He knows too how 
things look within the walls. The great court, surrounded by 
porticoes, with the altar to Zeus in the midst, and the central 
hall in which Odysseus is to find the queen of the Phaeacians as 
" she sits at the hearth in the light of the fire, her chair leaned 
against a pillar," are proofs of it. 

The wealth of metals in this period of youthful display is also 



VI HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE HEROIC AGE OF GREECE 313 

distinctly reflected in Homer. The vaults of the tholos buildings 
gleam with the shimmer of brass like the walls of the palace of 
Alkinoos. But for the golden treasures of the shaft -graves, 
Homer's tales of chased goblets like the cup of Nestor, of bossed 
shoulder-belts, and the golden dogs that kept watch before 
Alkinoos' door, would still be treated as bold flights of fancy, as 
was in fact the case before the excavations. 

The most striking and important correspondence, however, 
between the Mycenaean discoveries and Homer is that shown by 
the inlaid work on the dagger - blades, and on the cup of the 
fourth grave (p. 240). Nowhere else in Greece has work of this 
sort, complete pictures in inlaid metals, been discovered. Yet 
Homer had a very clear conception of this kind of workmanship, 
for he describes in detail how, on Achilles* shield, vineyards were 
represented with purple grapes on golden stems, surrounded by a 
hedge of tin, and later on speaks of youths wearing golden swords 
hung from silver baldrics. 

It is enough to enumerate these leading points of agreement. 
They are sufficient proof that for certain parts of his descriptions 
Homer can have had no other models before him but those of 
Mycenaean art and civilisation. We know, however, that Homer 
is only a collective name, that his epics were pieced together at 
a comparatively late period, from songs which had gradually 
come into existence during a period that extended over centuries. 
Therefore, although there survives in the oldest parts of those 
songs a clear conception of the actual conditions of the Mycenaean 
age, yet many of the later ones arose when that great civil- 
isation had already decayed, and we must not be surprised if 
they often represent another world. Iron, for example, which 
only appears in ornamental work near the end of the Mycenaean 
period, is in Homer almost always used for tools and weapons. 
In Homer, again, the custom of wearing garments not sewn 
but merely pinned together with fibulae is general, whereas at 
Mycenae only scanty traces of it can be detected quite at the end. 
In the same way we must explain the new mode of interment by 
cremation, in place of the Mycenaean burial. Although the two 
customs originally betokened a difference in religious belief, such 
beliefs change with time and other conditions. In the dipylon 
graves cremation is the rule, corresponding to the Homeric 
custom. But among later Greeks there still lived a tradition, 
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kept alive perhaps by occasional discoveries, that their ancient 
heroes, like Perseus and Theseus, had not been burnt, but buried, 
and in Hellenistic times the two customs were again practised 
side by side. 

Thus it is not as impossible to bridge over the chasm 
which separates Mycenae from the Greek life, of which Homer is 
considered to be the first distinct representative, as the Carian 
hypothesis assumes. Of course, when that hypothesis arose, 
most of the striking coincidences which have guided us were still 
wanting. Dr. Kohler wrote his treatise in 1878, when the 
Mycenaean shaft -graves had only just been discovered. The 
palace of Tir}''ns, which taught us to recognise the palace at Trov, 
was not brought to light till 1884, that of Mycenae in 1886. 
The inlaid work on the dagger - blades was only discovered in 
1881, and the doubts aroused by the total absence of iron and 
of fibulae in the Mycenaean period did not entirely disappear till 
1888. 

Though the correspondence between the discoveries and the 
epic descriptions is sufficient to prove that by his Achseans 
Homer meant the representatives of Mycenaean civilisation, we 
must not over - estimate this correspondence, as many do at 
present, and ascribe this civilisation to the tjrpical Greeks after 
the great migration, the Dorians. It is astonishing to find this 
view insisted on in the latest historical works of Busolt and of 
Pohlmann. It must be most decidedly rejected How could 
the Dorians, who knew of no instruments but axe and saw 
to fashion their roofs and doors with, who used nothing but 
iron, even as a medium of exchange, who despised fortifications 
and lived in cities without walls, have anything in common with 
the refined ornamentation, the profusion of gold, and the 
astonishing architectural activity of the Mycenaean period ? To 
ascribe to the Dorians the culture of the Mycenaeans we must 
either entirely ignore the high development of the latter or else 
assume that the Dorians at their very first appearance had 
reached a height of culture and art, of which they never showed 
themselves capable in the whole course of their after-history. 

We must not forget that for all the resemblance there are 
numerous differences between Homer and Mycenae, and that the 
people whom he calls Achaeans may have been quite unlike 
what we have hitherto imagined from his poems. 
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Traces of Mycenaean civilisation have hitherto been found 
all along the east coast of Greece from Lacedaemon (Amyclse) 
through Argolis (Mycenae, Tiryns, Nauplia) and Attica (Athens, 
Spata, Menidi) to Boeotia (Orchomenos), and as far as Thessaly 
(Dimini, near Volo). It extended, besides, over the whole 
Archipelago, where in Cos, Calymnos, Carpathos, Syra, Thera, 
and above all in Crete and Ehodes, finds have been made. 
On the coast of Asia Minor also its traces are cropping up. 
We have repeatedly mentioned the gold work of Mycenaean style 
found at Troy ; Mycenaean veises have lately been found at The- 
angela in Caria, and similar ones, including the stirrup-handled 
cup, are said to have been lately discovered by Mr. Flinders 
Petrie in Egypt.^ 

This civilisation extended accordingly over a very wide area. 
It is highly improbable that the vases were all made in one place, 
as some have supposed, and then exported all round. It is true 
that M. Fouqu^ believes, from an analysis of fragments found at 
Mycenae, that this pottery was made in Thera. Many would 
conclude on this account that an island, perhaps Thera or Crete, 
was the centre of Mycenaean civilisation. But as regards 
Mycenae, it is certain that nearly everything found there had 
been mjuie on the spot. This is absolutely certain in the case of 
the stelai, the masks, and all that was only required for the 
furniture of the tomb ; M. Tsountas has now made it probable 
that this was also the case with the inlaid work. How then 
should they have imported such ordinary objects as earthenware 
vases ? The finds of vases in Mycenaean style are accordingly 
not the product of a single commercial town, which monopolised 
for a time the trade of the Archipelago with its exports, but they 
bear witness to a population that spread over all that region, and 
was united by a common civilisation. And this civilisation must 
assuredly have lasted for centuries. The walls of Tiryns are 
considerably older than those of Mycenae. The Mycenaean walls 
themselves represent the period that extended from the first 
laying out of the Necropolis till it was closed, and its precinct 

^ [See his article on "The Egyptian Bases of Greek History" in the Journal of 
Hellenic StudicSy vol. xi. pp. 271-277. Mr. Petrie there states that the age of the 
Mycensean vases found in Egyptian tombs can be definitely dated, with an error of 
not more than one hundred years. The most primitive forms, with linear decor- 
ation, belong to 1400 B.c., the later, with natural objects, to 1100 B.C. Gold and 
bronze fibulse were found and dated to 1900-1200 B.C. — W. L.] 
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levelled up and surrounded by the circle of slabs. But even with 
the latest shaft-grave we are still in an older period than that 
represented by the oldest objects in the finds from the rest of the 
citadel, such as the golden goblets and rings found in the house 
near the burying - ground. Finally comes the repairing of the 
town wall, which is carried out in polygonal, or genuine Greek 
masonry. For all this development we must not allow less than 
from two to three hundred years. 

The representatives of Mycenaean civilisation must thus have 
held long and firm sway in Mycense. It is only in this way that 
we can explain their fortresses, built with such vast resources, 
and the unparalleled wealth displayed in their tombs. 

The time to which this civilisation belongs cannot yet be 
fixed with any accuracy. In Thera (the modern Santorin) bits 
of Mycenaean pottery were buried under a layer of ashes, which, 
geologists say, must have been thrown up by the volcano about 
the middle of the second millennium B.C. Geological cal- 
culations, however, always allow a few hundred years' mai^n, 
so that this assertion really teaches us littla The scarab^us 
found in the palace at Mycenae, with the name of the Egyptian 
queen Ti, only proves that the palace was in existence after 
the thirteenth century B.c. At Ehodes also, among Mycenaean 
objects, a scarabaeus of Amenophis III was found. The 
Mycenaean vases discovered quite lately in the Fayum were lying 
with twelve cartouches of Amenophis IV and of Samses II (1500- 
1400 B.C.) Here too the objects need not be contemporary 
with the kings whose names they bear, but fix the fourteenth 
or fifteenth century as the farthest limit to which they can date 
back. Finally, in the grave of Aa Hotep, the mother of Ah 
Mose, who freed Egypt from the Hyksos (about 1600), a sword 
was found, worked in relief with four locusts and a lion pursuing a 
bull, exactly in the style of the Mycenaean blades. Since model 
and copy cannot be very far apart, we thus get the fifteenth or 
sixteenth century B.C. as the earliest date for this Mycenaean 
work. 

This period, from about 1400 to 1000 B.a, would exactly 
suit for the Homeric Achaeans. Its end would coincide with 
the date at which, by general agreement, the Dorians entered 
the Peloponnesus, seized the Achaean strongholds, and crushed 
their ancient glory. But the territory over which Mycenjean 
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civilisation holds sway does not coincide with that which the 
Achseans of Homer possess. The poet includes under their 
name all the Greek tribes, and makes all the inhabitants of the 
opposite coast, including even the Carians, allies of Troy. 
Mycenaean civilisation, on the other hand, only spreads along 
the eastern coast of the Greek mainland, but on the other hand 
encroaches upon Asiatic soil at different points. It may be said 
that in the west, at the places named by Homer, — Olympia not 
having attained importance till later, — no satisfactory excavations 
have yet been undertaken, and that the same civilisation may 
yet be found there. But this civilisation is too closely connected 
not merely by its geographical distribution, but also by its 
essential qualities, with the eastern sea, with Asia and with 
Egypt, to allow of our attempting to bring it into harmony on 
this point with the Homeric conception. 

The style of art shows in numerous details its dependence 
on Asiatic motives. One need only mention the continually 
recurring lions and palms, the double axe of the Carian Zeus, 
the sitting female figure on the little gold plate, which exactly 
resembles the mother of the gods on Mount Sipylos ; the pointed 
shoes of the men on the gold cups of Amyclse, which correspond 
to those of the so-called Sesostris at Nymphi on Sipylos ; the 
vaulted shape of the graves, which is probably to be traced 
back to the Phrygian style of building ; and the masses of gold, 
which can only have been procured from Phrygia or Lydia. 
That there was an active trade with Egypt is proved by the 
ostrich egg and the scarabs, the papyrus plants on the dagger- 
blades, and the flower- pot on the silver vase, the inlaid work 
and the whole shape of the swords, the pattern on the ceiling at 
Orchomenos, the fresco from Tiryns, and many other minor 
details. 

Owing to these striking resemblances, which were not as yet 
counterbalanced by any affinities to Homer and Hellenic culture. 
Dr. Kohler had conceived of an Asiatic race, the Carians, as 
representatives of Mycenaean civilisation. But these Asiatic and 
Egyptian influences need not astonish us. The later Greeks 
themselves had a clear tradition which frankly admitted their 
existence. Perseus, who comes from the islands, and Pelops, 
who comes from Lydia, to the Peloponnesus, are successive 
kings of Mycenae. And in the peraon of Danaus, who immigrates 
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from Egypt, is embodied everything which the Hellenes thought 
they owed to the land of the Nile. 

It has never been assumed that the Greeks were the original 
inhabitants of their mainland. Their migration firom Asia 
cannot be doubted. A people, however, who inhabited the islands 
and only laid claim to the coast of the mainland must certainly 
have come from Asia by sea, and that at not such a very remote 
time, as they were still half Asiatic in their ways of life, in their 
architecture, their art, and their dress. They had been a seafaring 
people, and had not, like the Greeks of the following period, given 
up to the Phoenicians aU commercial intercourse with each other 
and with Egypt, but had carried it on themselves. The commercial 
supremacy of the Phoenicians in the Archipelago began in the next 
period. We have learnt that from the Cyprus Necropoleis, where 
pottery of the Trojan make precedes all Phoenician productions. 

The violent displacement and change experienced by 
Mycenaean civilisation at the time of the dipylon vases is most 
simply explained by the appearance of the Dorians. They won 
the Peloponnesus by force. As they came from the north out of 
the interior, we may presume that the style of art they introduced 
was that which continued to prevail long after over the whole of 
Central Europe, the geometrical style of the dipylon vases. 
These vases took the place of Mycenaean pottery on the main- 
land. But on the islands the Mycenaean style underwent a 
ref^ular development, first in the so-called vases of Melos and 
afterwards in those of Ehodes, which, along with the closely 
allied Corinthian fabrics, strongly influenced later Greek vase- 
painting from the sixth to the fourth century B.c. The vases 
therefore afford us evidence of an unbroken chain of development 
from the Mycenaean to the purest Greek style. In many other 
points the relations between the two sides may be observed. 
The Mycenaean capital is the first step towards the Doric ; the 
latest restoration of the Mycenaean city walls shows Greek 
polygonal work. The recent excavations have yielded figures of 
different female goddesses, which we may call by Greek names. 
They have also for the first time come upon iron, fibulae, and 
mirrors of the type on which the later Greek shape is baseil 
Indeed, in tliese excavations heads have been foimd as devices on 
a "old f^oblet, with a type of face hardly to be distinguished from 
that of the sixth century B.C. 
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We must not call the Mycenaean style Greek, for Greek 
style and Greek character, from all that we can observe, did not 
develop into full individuality till the seventh century, when the 
name " Hellenes " first appears. Mycenaean civilisation gives us 
rather a glimpse of the seething mixture of elements out of which 
later Greek life emerged. We see there Phrygian, Carian, 
Egyptian, and above all " island " elements, but everywhere the 
tendencies to a new individual growth are noticeable. It can 
hardly be supposed that the name of the Achaeans prevailed 
wherever this civilisation spread. We know neither what race 
first bore this name, nor how Homer came to apply it to the 
whole of the Greeks. Argolis is specially named Achaean, but 
Achaeans are also mentioned in Crete and Thessaly. With them 
we must think of the Minyae as settled in Boeotia, the lonians in 
Attica, and the Carians on the islands. Mycenaean civilisation 
was thus peculiar to no single race, but was developed through 
lively intercourse among all the tribes dwelling in and around 
the Archipelago. A temporary political union of these different 
races may possibly have aided still further the equal spread of 
their civilisation. We are involuntarily reminded of the empire 
of Minos, who, with Crete as the centre of his power, exercised 
a great naval supremacy. He subdued the Carians and exacted 
tribute from the Greek coast. This is attested as regards Athens 
by the regular tribute of youths and maidens paid by the Athenians 
and abolished by Theseus. But within such an empire, whether its 
capital w£is in Crete or at Mycenae, or first in the one and then 
in the other, a number of races must have shared the same 
civilisation. To which of these was it indebted for its existence ? 
To the Carians ? Partly, no doubt. They were, according to 
Herodotos, a skilled seafaring nation ; they invented devices and 
handles for shields, and plumes for helmets. Mycenaean civilisa- 
tion has therefore been influenced at many points by Carian 
custom. But more numerous resemblances point to Lydia and 
Phrygia. From these countries may have come the chief in- 
fluence ; perhaps, too, the majority of the immigrants. 

From the mixture of the different foreign elements a new 
whole was formed on the new soil. The influence of the old 
inhabitants in the different regions also contributed to this result. 
On the Greek mainland Mycenaean civilisation prevailed on the 
east coast only. Fai'ther inland dwelt those whom the legend 
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calls Pelasgians, and who may also have consisted of a number 
of different races. 

With this picture the Trojan war finds its explanation. 
The chief condition for the establishment of Minos's naval 
supremacy was the abolition of piracy^ and this was attained by 
the subjugation of the Carians. The extension of Mycenaean 
civilisation affords a striking proof of the peaceful and prosperous 
conditions of the whole Archipelago. But the previous disturbers 
of the peace need not have been Carians only. The rape of 
Helen from the European coast to Troy has now long been 
regarded as a figurative expression for an act of piracy. The 
town of Troy must moreover have been all the more dangerous 
an adversary to powers striving for order, because, as is shown 
by her favourable position on the straits between two seas, and 
by the finds made there, she was then the most powerful city on 
the Asia Minor coast. The " Achaeans " may accordingly have 
required all their strength and resources in order to conquer this 
foe of the new civilisation and power, and thus the overthrow of 
Troy came to be regarded as the greatest achievement of the 
" Achaians." 

To judge from the discoveries, the second town upon Troy, 
representing the only great and important period of its history, 
came to a sudden end in the midst of the period of Mycenaean 
prosperity. The explanation is not far to seek; the end was 
brought about by the advance of Mycenaean civilisation. Thus 
the Trojan war finds a far more real foundation than the 
last half century has been willing to concede, and Homer 
appears in quite a new light. The Homeric poems represent, for 
the greater part, Greek conditions after the Dorian migration. 
Hence it was concluded that the poems had arisen among the 
Achaeans after they had been exiled by the Dorians, and had 
fled for the most part to Asia Minor, and that in the Trojan war 
we had the picture of the battles fought by the newcomers on 
the new soiL But apart from the fact that the fugitives, defeated 
and scattered at home, would hardly have begun by making 
conquests and besieging towns, such an explanation was always 
especially unsatisfactory, because it was difficult to understand 
why the poets made their heroes return home after the war was 
over. This led to the assumption that the poets had invented 
a taking of Troy by the ancestors of the fugitives, in order to 
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celebrate in its story the deeds of the descendants. Now, how- 
ever, facts show that, while we have no ground for assuming any 
great achievements for the descendants, the expedition of the 
ancestors may well be an historical reality. It is this, then, 
which we must regard as the basis of the poem. 

It is improbable also that the earlier portions of the Homeric 
poems should have arisen in the troubled conditions of life of 
the fugitives in Asia Minor. The development of poetry always 
goes hand in hand with a development of creative art; and 
neither can well be conceived without an advanced political and 
specially monarchical power. Now that we know those centres of 
monarchical power on the Greek coast, and see how splendid was 
the art that developed there for centuries, it is impossible to 
allow that during all that time no singer appeared to enliven the 
monarch's table, and that the emigrants' tongues were first 
unloosed in the miserable struggle for a new existence. If we 
realise that in the older portions of the Homeric songs there lives 
a clear conception of the conditions of life which were destroyed 
by the Dorian invasion, that the palace and walls and gates of 
the fortress and the inlaid gold and silver work are described, 
our view will certainly not be considered too bold. 

To sum up briefly. Mycenaean civilisation prevails on the 
east coast of Greece, and over the islands to Asia Minor. It 
bears a strongly Asiatic stamp, yet its analogies to Homer are 
important enough to prove that by the Homeric " Achaeaus " the 
representatives of Mycenaean civilisation are meant. It is to 
be concluded that these Achaeans were a mixture of several 
tribes, Minyae, lonians, Carians, and perhaps other immigrants. 
The uniform distribution of the civilisation is explained by 
the temporary welding together of the different races into one 
kingdom, which, after the subjugation of its opponents, especially 
of Troy, established for the first time peaceful commercial relations 
in the -^gean. 

Speaking broadly, this civilisation covered the years 1500 to 
1000 B.C. It was destroyed by the Dorian invasion. The 
greater part of the " Achaeans " migrated to the islands and to 
Asia Minor, where the further developments of Mycenaean art 
may be traced. 

The earlier portions of the Homeric poetry belong to the 
meridian of Mycenaean civilisation. Its continuation and revision 

Y 
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followed after the Dorian invasion, so the epic bears, ahutfi 
throughout, the stamp of this later time. 

The discoveries of the coming years and decades will certaiiily 
establish still firmer connections between Mvcemean and laier 
Greek art on the one side, and between the older civilisations :•: 
the south and east on the other. We shall then understand idil 
increasing clearness the origin of the Greeks, the conditions d 
their heroic age, and the relation of Homer towards it. 
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Report on the Excavations at Troy in 1890^ 

PREFACE 

My dear husband had intended to resume the interrupted work at 
Troy on March 1st of this year, in the hope of completing the excava- 
tions which had been begun more than twenty years ago. 

God has willed it otherwise ! He was suddenly snatched away in 
the mid^t of his ceaseless activity and plans, before he had had the 
satisfaction of putting the finishing touch to the great work which had 
been the dream of his youth. 

I now consider it my sacred duty to carry on the excavations at 
Hissarlik, and to complete them as my husband had intended. The 
present short account of the excavations at Troy during the year 1890 
had already been sent to press during my husband's lifetime, and I 
have thought it incumbent on me to publish it in the form he con- 
templated. Sophia Schliemann. 

Athens, January 26, 1891. 



1. By Dr. H. Schliemann 

I had thought that with the excavations of the year 1882 
described in Troja (1884), my work at Troy was for a time at an 
end^ and that I could turn my attention to Crete, where I hoped to 
discover the original home of Mycenaean civilisation. This plan was, 
however, frustrated by various difficulties, and finally by the recent 
disturbances in Crete, which made excavation there impossible, so that 
I decided on resuming the Trojan work. This seemed all the more 

^ Bericht uber die Auagrabungen in Troja in JaJire 1890. Von Dr. Jleinrich 
Schliemann, Mil einem Vonoort von Sophie SchUeinann uiid Beitr&gen von Dr. Wilhelm 
Dorp/eld. Leipzig^ F.A. Brock/iaus, 1891. The translation is in parts abbreviated and 
condensed. 
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desirable as both Dr. Dorpfeld and myself had been persistentlj 
attacked for six years by Captain K Botticher, who had maintained 
in several articles, and especially in his book La Troie de SchHemann une 
n^cropoU h indn^raiion, that Hissarlik was merely a fire necropolis ; be 
accused us of having purposely done away with the cross walls of the 
furnaces destined to cremation, and consequently of having falsified 
the plans we had published. 

With the courteous assistance of Herr v. Radowitz, German 
ambassador in Constantinople, the necessary firman for continuing 
the excavations was obtained from the Turkish Government in October 
1889. The work was resumed on November 1, and by the end of the 
month a conference took place, to which Captain Botticher, after 
repeated invitation on my part, at last consented to be present 
Professor Niemann of the Academy of Fine Arts at Vienna and Major 
Steffen, well known for his maps and plans of Mycenae, were the 
witnesses. 

Although the result of the conference was to prove to the complete 
satisfaction of both the witnesses ^ the absolute veracity and fidelity of 
our plans in all points, yet Captain Botticher refused to do more than 
withdraw his imputation of viala fides against us, and in other respects 
maintained his former position. 

The excavations had to be broken off in the middle of December 
on account of the winter. They were resumed on March 1, when I 
had the advantage of two tramways, which greatly facilitated the 
removal of the debris, and enabled me to enlarge the extent of the 
excavations in a way that would have been impossible under ordinary 
conditions. From the beginning of May onwards, three tramways 
were at work. 

As Captain Botticher continued to attack the results of our excava- 
tions in the newspapers, and to explain the Pergamos as a fire necropolis, 
I felt obliged to invite a second larger international conference for the 
end of March. Arrangements were made to accommodate as many as 
fourteen guests, among whom were 'the eight following savants: — 
Professor Rudolf Virchow, of Berlin ; Dr. W. Grempler, of Breslau ; 
Dr. von Duhn, Professor of Archaeology at Heidelberg ; Dr. K. 
Humann, Director of the Berlin Museum ; 0. Hamdy Bey, Director of 
the Constantinople Museum ; Mr. F. Calvert, American Consul in the 
Dardanelles, to whom half of Hissarlik belongs, and who is well known 
through his excavations in the Troad ; Dr. C. Waldstein, Director of 
the American School of Classical Studies in Athens, delegated by the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington ; and M. C. Babin, by the 
Acad6mie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres in Paris. These eic^ht 
gentlemen, after a thorough inspection of the ruins, drew up the 
following report. 

^ See Iliit/iarfik-Ilkm, ProtokoU der Abhaudhmgen zwischeii Dr. Schliemann und 
Haiiptinaun B<)tticher, 1-6 December 1889. Als Handschrift gednickt. 
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Conference at Hissarlik, March 1890. 

The undersigned were invited by Dr. Schliemann and Dr. Dorpfeld 
to investigate the excavations at Hissarlik, and have spent several days 
in a careful inspection of the ruins, having previously made themselves 
acquainted with the writings of Captain Botticher on the character of 
the buildings discovered there, and especially with the book La Troie 
de Schliemann une nScropole It incineration. The conclusions drawn from 
this inspection are as follows — 

1 . The ruins of Hissarlik lie on the extreme end of a ridge running 
from east to west, which extends into the plain of the Skamander. 
This point, which commands a view of the plain and of the entrance 
to the Hellespont beyond it, seems well suited for the site of a fortress. 

2. Walls, towers, and gateways can be seen there, constituting 
fortifications of different epochs. 

3. The circuit wall of the second settlement, coloured red in Trqja, 
Plan VII, and in Ilios, Plan VII ^ (French edition), consists of a sub- 
structure of limestone, the face of which is usually scarped ; on this 
is raised a vertical wall of unbaked bricks. At some points in the 
circuit wall the plaster on this brickwork is still preserved. Three 
towers of this wall have been recently discovered, which still preserve 
the superstructure of clay bricks : they stand on the east side at the 
point where the stone substructure was lowest, and where in consequence 
it was least necessary to strengthen the wall with buttresses. 

4. A cutting made through this wall, in prolongation of the trench 
XZ, proved the non-existence of the supposed corridors. As far as the 
brick walls are concerned, the only example which could be quoted for 
assuming corridors in the walls, is found in the walls of the buildings 
A and B, which lie close to one another. In this case, however, the 
two walls belong to two different buildings. 

5. The hill of Hissarlik never consisted of a series of artificial 
terraces, in which each stage was smaller than the one below ; on the 
contrary, each successive layer of building neai*er to the surface 
occupies more space than the one immediately below it. 

6. An inspection of the different layers of ddbris has resulted in 
the following conclusions : In the lowest layer nothing is to be seen 
but walls lying almost parallel to one another, in which there are no 
traces that point to the burning of corpses. The second and most 
interesting layer contains ruins of buildings, the most important of 
which resemble the palaces of Tiryns and Mycenae in every respect 
The layers immediately above this consist of dwelling-houses, which 
were built on each other's ruins at different times ; a great number of 
them contain large vessels (pithm). In the highest layer are found 
foundations of Gneco-Eoman buildings, and numerous fragments of 
masonry of that epoch. 

^ See coloured plan above, p. 92. 
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7. The numerous pithoi discovered in the third layer were still in 
their original upright position, some alone, some in groups. Several 
of them contained large quantities of wheat, pease, and rapeseed, more 
or less carbonised, but never human bones, whether burnt or not. The 
sides of these pithai bear no traces of unusual exposure to fire. 

8. In general, we affirm that in no part of the ruins have we found 
any signs that point to the burning of corpses. The traces of fire to 
be found in different layers, and above all in the second, the ** burned 
town," arise generally from the violence of the conflagration. The 
strength of the heat in the second layer was so great that the bricks 
of dried clay have been partly baked, and even vitrified outside. 

We also wish to state definitely that the plans in Ilios and Troj'i 
correspond accurately to the existing remains, and that we fully share 
the views stated by Messrs. Niemann and Steffen in their report of the 
conference of December 1-6, 1889. 

Professor Rudolf Virchow. 

Dr. W. Grempler. 

Dr. F. von Duhn. 

Dr. K. Humann. 

0. Hamdv Bby. 

F. Calvert. 

Dr. C. Waldstein. 

C. Babin. 

HissARLiK, March 30, 1890. 

The judgment of the ten archaeologists and scholars of the first 
rank, who were present at the two conferences at Troy and signed the 
reports, will, it is to be hoped, convince every imprejudiced mind that 
at Hissarlik we have to do with a fortified place, which has been 
inhabited for thousands of years. We are also encouraged by the fact 
that during the spring and summer we were visited by more than a 
hundred other scholars and antiquarians, who all rejected the theory 
of the fire necropolis, and several of whom have since made their views 
known both by speaking and writing. Should Captain Botticher con- 
tinue to explain the Pergamos as a fire necropolis, and raise a suspicion 
in the n^ind of any sensible man that the world of learning is wrong 
and Captain Botticher alone is right, we invite such a doubter to visit 
us at Troy while the next excavations are going on, that is^ between 
March 1 and August 1, 1891, and to convince himself of the facts on 
the spot. 

Among other distinguished personages and scholars who came to 
Hissarlik was Dr. Joseph Durm of Karlsruhe, who has since published 
his views in an essay on the "Trojan War" (Centralhlait der Baurer- 
waltung^ x., 1890, No. 40, p. 409). His remarks on the small dimen- 
sions of the Pergamos and his comparison of the different acropoleis 
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and citadels are most interesting. In spite of the small size of the 
citadel of Ilios he does not find anything improbable in the view that 
Priam found room for himself and his kin on the hill of Hissarlik. 
No doubt the common people here as elsewhere lived outside the 
citadel, which might therefore enclose a smaller space than one would 
naturally have expected. 

A very close . parallel to this is found in the town of Lachish 
(Adxeura) recently discovered and partly excavated by Mr. Flinders 
Petrie. Lachish, now called Tell Hesy, is situated in Palestine in the 
district of Daromas ; it was an old Ganaanite royal seat, and was taken 
by Joshua (Joshua x. 3, 31). Mr. Flinders Petrie in the Contem- 
porary Review describes the site as a hill 60 feet high composed of 
towns built one upon another, containing an area of 40,000 square 
feet, i,e. only two-fifths as large as the Pergamos of the second town 
of Troy, which has an area of 100,000 feet. 

As the river which flowed at the foot had carried away some of 
the ruins, a vertical section of the mound of dihris was exposed. In 
the upper part Mr. Petrie found archaic Greek pottery of the 5th 
and 6th centuries B.C. ; half-way or three-quarters of the way up he 
found Phoenician terra-cottas, which his Egyptian experience enabled 
him to date 1100 6.C. The most important town of all is the lowest, 
which he dates 1500 B.C. Its circuit wall, like that of Troy, is built 
of unbaked bricks, merely dried in the sun ; it is 28 feet 8 inches 
thick, and still 21 feet in height. The house walls are of the same 
material. Just as in the Pergamos of Troy, settlement followed upon 
settlement in the royal city of Lachish, and the method of building 
was the same. New buildings were erected on the ruins of the old 
ones, and in the course of centuries a mass of d6hris accumulated, 
which is even greater than that at Troy. 

The last excavations at Hissarlik lasted from March 1 to August 1, 
1890. Although the full accoimt of the work and the detailed plans 
are reserved till after the thorough completion of the excavations, yet 
it seems desirable to give a brief account at once of the results of the 
first year's work, and to add a plan of the citadel. 

Plan VII in Trqja^ shows that in the previous excavations of 
1882 the citadel inside the circuit wall of the second town, which 
bad been destroyed in a great catastrophe, had already been 
excavated in several places right down to the house walls. In 
many places, however, these were still covered by the walls and 
dSbris of the third settlement, while here and there, as for example 
east of the gate OX, the mound of ddbris had not been disturbed at 
all. Our intention was to expose all the house walls of the second 
settlement, a work which required great care, and was only completed 
by the end of July. On the west we left standing the buildings of 
the third settlement marked HS in the plan, but even here we laid 

^ See coloured plan, p. 92. 
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bare enough of the house walls of the second town which lay 
beneath to make a plan of them. It was also possible Xo ^jl exactly 
the alterations made in the buildings during the different periods of 
the second settlement 

The great resemblance between the Trojan buildings and the pre- 
historic palace of the kings of Tiryns, excavated in 1884 and 1885, 
should be carefully noticed. It is most striking in the two buildings 
A and B, the plan of which is almost exactly the same as the plan of 
the palace at Tiryns. 

We also discovered at Troy a ramp ascending at the side of the 
fortress wall, like the one excavated at Tiryns.^ The wall marked 
BC on the coloured plan of Troy, which we once took for a -wall of 
the lower city, proved to be this ramp. It is built, like the one at 
Tiryns, of great unhewn blocks of stone, bonded witk clay. There 
must, as at Tiryns, have been 'a gate in the north wall at the top of 
the ramp, and this gate we hope to discover in the course of next 
spring. The steps found at the bottom of the ramp are of the highest 
interest. 

A second and apparently much older ramp was discovered in front 
of the great south-east gate (OX on the coloured plan). It is con- 
structed of small stones bonded with clay, and forms an approach 
like a flight of steps. It proves that on this side too the citadel was 
separated from the plateau of the lower city by a fall in the ground. 
We have carefully excavated this south-east gate down to the level of 
the ground, and in so doing have proved that it was altered at different 
times. It originally had two flanking towers that projected equally ; 
later on the gateway was made narrower, and the flanking towers 
strengthened by new walls. 

For thousands of years the chief ascent to the Pergamos was on 
this spot, and to this day we can see high above the south-east gate the 
remains of two propylcea dating the one from Greek, the other from 
Eoman times. Several marble fragments of Corinthian columns 
belonging to the Eoman propylamm have been found. 

In addition to this big south-east gate and to the gate which, as 
mentioned above, we conjecture to have existed at the top of the ramp 
in the north wall, the Pergamos of the second city had three other 
gates, ie, the big south-west gate excavated in 1872 (RC on the coloured 
plan), from which a road paved with large stone slabs and protected 
by lateral walls led down to the lower city at an inclination of 1 in 4. 
Next came the south gate, discovered in 1882 (NF on the plan), and 
further a gate on the west side, discovered during this last campaign. 
It is situated near to one of the big towers that project from the walls, 
and apparently belongs to the first period of the second city. It 
entirely corresponds both in shape and masonry to the south gate (NF), 
which also belongs to the first period of the second city. When the 

^ See plan of Tiryns, p. 161. 
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south-west gate (KG on the plan) was made, those two gates belonging 
to the first epoch had already been walled up and blocked. Near to 
this newly-discovered west gate we discovered at the foot of the 
substructure a very well-preserved postern gate about 7 feet 10 inches 
high and 3 feet 11 inches broad, through which a narrow way gave 
access to the interior of the citadel and led up to the summit of the 
Pergamos. The side walls of the gate were protected by wooden posts, 
of which we found large fragments in a charred condition. 

In the side walls of the gate may be seen the holes for the bolt 
which served to fasten it. We propped up the lintel by means of an 
iron beam, so as to secure it in its present position. 

One of the most important operations of the year was to undertake 
the excavation layer by layer of the large mound of earth which had 
been left quite untouched on the west and south-west side of the Pergamos. 
This excavation has had important results for archaeology^ for in the 
centre of the Acropolis the Eomans had destroyed the walls of the 
houses of the preceding layers in order to form a plateau, while 
here, outside the Pergamos of the second or -burnt city, and nearer to 
the citadel walls of the Eoman Acropolis, the house walls are preserved 
to an average height of 4 feet, with their foundations. These 
are the walls of four distinct settlements, which followed one upon 
the other after the downfall of the last prehistoric city, and below 
them again are the house walls of three consecutive prehistoric 
settlements before we reach the level of the second city. We have 
left a few house walls of each of these seven strata standing, in order 
that visitors may examine and study them. 

The Eoman is by far the most extensive of the upper settlements. 
The foundations of its buildings often reach to a depth of 16 feet. 
The pottery found here is very coarse ; occasionally it has received an 
inferior black varnish, but the greater quantity is not coloured ; lamps 
and vases shaped like bottles are numerous. All this pottery was 
undoubtedly made on the spot. Two wells built of regularly hewn 
blocks are specially deserving of notice in this Eoman settlement. 
They pass through all the lower layers and reach down to the native 
rock ; the many earthenware waterpipes by means of which the water 
was brought from the upper Thymbrius to the fortress of Ilion are also 
interesting. 

The theatre excavated in 1882 on the north side, which 
would hold more than 6000 spectators, belongs likewise to this 
Roman city ; so too does another theatre-like building, found this year, 
which coidd accommodate about 200 spectators. The ground-plan 
of this second building differs considerably from that of a theatre ; 
possibly it is neither a theatre nor an Odeum, but the place of assembly 
of some body of citizens, perhaps the BovA?}. The roof has fallen in ; 
otherwise the building is well preserved with the exception of the 
upper rows of seats, which were supported by the massive blocks of 
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the circuit wall and are now missing. It consists of hard limestone, oolj 
the lower tier of seats is of marble. Two life-size marble statues were 
discovered here ; one probably represents Tiberius, for close by were 
found two inscribed marble slabs, one of which can be dated in the 
seventeenth year of this Emperor's reign, while the other is perh&{» a 
year or two earlier. 

South of the circuit wall and quite close to it nine hngepUhoi stand 
upright in a group. They belong to an older period, probably to the 
fourth or fifth settlement counting from the top. Such jars, however^ 
are also found in the Roman settlement, and are very common in all 
the other historic and prehistoric strata. They, are always found in an 
upright position, and they are almost invariably covered with a stone 
slab. They served to store oil, wine, water, fruit, and grains. Similar 
jars were used for the same purpose in the oil and wine shops of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum, and to this day in Asia Minor and in Greece, 
where there are no cellars. It will be remembered that at Home, 
during the reign of Domitian (81-96 A.D.), the Monte Testaccio, which 
is 165 feet high and over 325 feet in diameter, was completely formed 
of broken wine-jugs. This proves how general the use of these piih» 
was for the storage of wine. The vegetable products which the Hissarlik 
jars contained were several sorts of grain and pease. One lai^ 
jar alone contained more than 440 lbs. of these pease. 

A kind of pottery very superior to the Eoman is to be found in 
the second stratum from the top, which belongs to the Hellenic period 
Here, among other fragments, are some with black varnish ; they are 
frequently decorated with white or red ornaments, though it should be 
noted that these are not always reserved on the ground, but are some- 
times painted over the black varnish. We will not enter into the 
question whether this pottery was manufactured on the spot or imported 
from Greece. We must suppose the first to be the case at any rate 
with the numerous vases of red clay decorated with figures of animals, 
more especially of water-birds, for vases with similar painted decorations 
are found everywhere in the Troad. 

Archaic Greek pottery appears in the succeeding stratum, which 
scarcely contains any native fabric, except perhaps the peculiar cups, 
whose irregular colouring in their upper portion has been caused 
through dipping the cups into the colour. 

Beautiful Attic red-figured vases are characteristic of this stratum, 
as well as Ehodian vases decorated with figures of animals, with plants 
or with geometric designs, and Corinthian or proto-Corinthian vases 
with friezes of running animals. 

Most noteworthy, on account of its buildings made of huge dressed 
blocks, is the fourth settlement from the top, in which was found the 
curious grey or black monochrome pottery, which I formerly held to 
be Lydian. Every single house belonging to this colony within the 
citadel had been cleared away by the Eomans, . and there remained 
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only pottery, which was found at a depth of some 7 feet below the 
surface. Here, however, on the west side, beyond the Trojan Pergamos 
but within the Roman and Greek Acropolis, and nearer to the walls of 
the latter, we struck at a depth of some 23 feet below the surface 
upon this remarkable settlement^ which itself reaches to a depth of 
7 feet. As the same monochrome pottery in yellow, grey, or black, 
which is very abundant here, has also been found in all the so-called 
" heroic tumuli," as well as in the older settlements on the Bali-Dagh 
behind Bun^rbashi, on the Fulu-Dagh, on Kurschunlu-Tep^, and in 
Kebrenc, there can be no doubt that this pottery is a native manu- 
facture. Along with it, however, there appears a great deal of painted 
pottery belonging to what we usually regard as the most ancient Greek 
type. 

Among these we should specially note the Mycenaean cups with 
stirrup handles, painted with parallel bands. Their shape is that most 
usually found at Mycenae and Tiryns. Similar vases have also been 
found by Mr. Flinders Petrie at the pyramids of Ilahun, in the Fayoum 
in Egypt^ in graves of the time of Eameses II (about 1350 B.C.) Next 
in order of interest are the numerous vases of Mycenaean type, decorated 
with plants or with concentric circles and spirals; then come the 
painted Mycenaean cups (see Plates I and II; Figs. 5-17). I can- 
not feel certain whether these ancient types of vases were imported 
from Greece or not. We know that in Hellas proper, the civilisation 
to which these types belong was brought to an end in the twelfth 
century B.C., through the Dorian invasion or the so-called return of 
the Herakleidae, and practically disappeared without leaving a trace. 
The Dorian invasion, however, gave rise to the .^Eolian migration to 
Asia Minor, and especially to the Troad, and it is quite possible that 
the potters took part in the migration and introduced their art in 
Ilion. 

As regards the native grey, yellow, or black monochrome pottery, 
it should be noticed that almost all its types are found abundantly 
in this settlement, but not in any of the five lower prehistoric strata, 
— for example, the large vases and cups with horned projections ; ^ 
the cups with long handles bent into an elliptical curve, and running 
up into a point ; ^ the vase handles in the form of snakes, or of heads 
of horses or oxen ; ^ the big dishes with two or four handles.* Vases 
with two vertical tubular projections, which in the lower prehistoric 
settlements appear in such great numbers, are exceedingly rare in 
this stratum; since the beginning of the excavations in Ilion in 
1871, perhaps four may have been found. The idols found in this 
stratum are of terra-cotta, and are much coarser than any found at 
Mycenae (see Plate I, Nos. 1-3).* As in the five lower prehistoric strata, 

1 See Ilios, Figs. 1369-1377. * See Ilios, Figs. 1379-1381. 

» See Ilios, Figs. 1391 and 1399-1405. * See Ilioa, Figs. 1363-1365. 



« See Jlioa, Figs. 1412, 1413. 
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the decorations on the vases in this curious native pottery are eitb^ 
scratched ^ or indented.* 

In this settlement some knives and other instruments of broiue 
are found, but at the same time there are a great number of stone 
implements, such as axes and hammers of diorite, pestles of granite or 
basalt, saws of silex, knives of obsidian, hand-mills of trachyte. 

We were able to draw a plan of one of the buildings of thb 
settlement constructed of large dressed blocks. It is given in Fig. 4 
(p. 348). We have here the ground-plan of the old megaron as we 
discovered it in Tiryns and in the second or " burnt " city at Troj. 
Whether this ground-plan represents a house or a temple cannot as 
yet be decided. 

We have left this interesting structure quite untouched, and we 
should like to request all visitors to Troy to study it with the help d 
our plan. Several fortification walls were also discovered, which most 
probably belonged to this settlement. 

The three strata with traces of house walls, which lay below the 
one just described, correspond according to the pottery they contained 
to the fifth, fourth, and third cities in the interior of the ancient 
Pergamos. 

Up to this time no trace of iron had been found in any of the five 
prehistoric Trojan settlements, nor in any of the excavations at Mycenie, 
Orchomenos, and Tiryns, so that I was led to believe that this metal 
was completely unknown in prehistoric times both in Asia Minor and 
in Greece. Now, however, when the house foundations in the interica' 
of the Pergamos came to be cleared, more particularly those of the 
great building to be seen within the square G5 of the plan, there 
were found two lumps of iron. On one side they were much deteri- 
orated by the rust, on the other they were in good preservation. One 
of them has a large square hole on its better-preserved side, and it very 
possibly served as the handle of a staff. It is therefore certain that 
iron was already known in the second or burnt city; but it was 
probably at that time rarer and more precious than gold. Together 
with the pieces of iron were found four large stone axes and other 
small objects, which will be described fully in the large publication. 

It was only when we cleared the walls of the second cit3% and 
excavated beneath them, that we fully understood how long the 
duration of this settlement had been, and for what centuries its golden 
era must have lasted. Not only could we distinguish three periods of 
building in the house walls, but we also found, beside the older and 
the more recent fortification walls marked c and b on the coloured 
plan, a still older circuit wall of the Pergamos. We have laid 
it bare at various points. Both the wall and its towers are scarped at 
a low inclination and are well preserved. Here also the superstructure 

1 See Ilios, Figs. 1359, 1373, and 1397. 
2 See Ilios, Figs. 1365-1369 and 1374-1376. 
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consisted of unbaked bricks, the mass of red or yellow brick debris 
that lay in front of the wall can leave no doubt on that point. 

The discovery of the ruins of the first period of the second city 
has made it possible to distinguish the pottery of this settlement more 
closely. In the first period is still found a glazed monochrome black 
pottery, which bears a very close resemblance to that of the first Trojan 
city. The plates and dishes have exactly the shape of those of the 
first city, only here there are no horizontal tubes. Just as in the first 
city, so here the vases have projections at the side with two vertical 
holes for suspension. It was only later, and little by little, that the 
vase shapes which we find in the third and last period of the second 
city were developed. 

In the four upper prehistoric settlements was found, as before, an 
abundance of vases, brooches, hammers, knives, handmills, moulds, 
door -sockets, etc. With the exceptions of a few vases which bear 
some resemblance to the so-called funeral urns, not one of the many 
thousand objects in the Trojan museums at Berlin and Athens has any 
connection with the cultus of the dead. The vases shaped like the 
human face, of which some sixty in all have been found, cannot be 
taken into account in this connection. Funeral urns with human faces 
are certainly occasionally found in graves in Germany, and the number 
of these found up td now possibly amounts to one hundred ; they are, 
however, large and bulky, while the Trojan vases with human visages 
are exceedingly small, many of them might be described as liliputian. 
Only one was found that was 2 feet higL They were always found 
in houses, and without any trace of ashes or bones ; they must accord- 
ingly have been household utensils. Vases with human visages for 
purposes of burial could only occur in graves ; not a single grave, how- 
ever, has been found within the citadel. 

We scarcely worked at all this time in the stratum of the first 
settlement, for excavation there is quite impossible without disturbing 
the much more important and interesting ruins of the second city that 
lie above it 

On the south and east side we have uncovered the walls and towers 
of the third period of the second city almost along their whole extent. 

Our excavation on the west side laid bare the whole south and 
south-west citadel wall of the second city. Its strongly scarped substruc- 
ture is well preserved to its full height of 28 feet. The count- 
less heaps of brick d^biis which were found in front of the scarped wall 
show clearly that this wall had a superstructure built of sun-dried 
bricks. Two towers were discovered on the west side ; their lower 
part is very well preserved ; they project 8 feet from the walls. When 
the great Trojan wall was still staiiding intact^ even if we reckon the 
height of the brick wall to have been only 20 feet, and that of the upper 
gallery 6 feet 6 inches (such a gallery is now known to have existed 
in the walls of Themistokles at Athens, and has been discovered in the 
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wall of Tiryns), it must have reached to the height of 55 feet, 
and with its huge towers must have presented a very imposing appear- 
ance here on the west side. It is therefore conceivable that its biulding 
should, in accordance with the legend preserved to us by Homer, hare 
been ascribed to Poseidon and Apollo. 

It had been my intention to excavate here on the south side a 
great portion of the lower city; but the difficulties that presented 
themselves were almost insurmountable, as the mass of debris is more 
than 50 feet deep, and each one of the numerous house- walls had 
always to be cleaned before it could be photographed and then cleared 
away. Unfortimately much valuable time was lost in this way, and io 
spite of all my efforts I have only been able to lay bare a very small 
portion of the lower city belonging to the Pergamos. 

At some distance from the Pergamos, but outside the Soman 
circuit wall of the lower city, we found a great number of graves. 
Some were built with slabs, some were shafts hewn in the rock, and 
from the objects found inside them, appear to belong to the first 
centuries of the Christian era. We also excavated a whole row of 
Byzantine graves. 

The cone-shaped tumulus south of Ilion, excavated by ^irs. Schlie- 
mann in May 1873, and popularly called Pasha Tep^ was excavated 
afresh. I discovered here a human skeleton — ^but without any ofiferings 
to the dead — and a stone stair which formerly led up, in the east side, 
to the apex of the tomb. It had been covered with earth through the 
gradual washing away of the tumulus by the rain of centuries. 

We have sunk trenches 325 feet long at the foot of the citadel oo 
the south and west sides, and have discovered within them the walls 
of the massive buildings of Ilion, and many Corinthian columns. How- 
ever, the work of lajring bare the lower city of Troy is so difficult, on 
account of the great mass of debris which has to be cleared, that we 
had to put it off to next year. 

In the layer of ruins where the vases of Mycenaean type were found 
together with the native ware of monochrome grey or black, ijt, in 
the sixth settlement from the bottom, I found the whorl shown in the 
annexed illustration. It is of brown terra-cotta, and has letters that 
were scratched on it while the clay was still wet. I sent this whorl 
to Professor Sayce, who reports on the inscription as follows : *' The 
inscription is one of the finest and clearest I have ever seen, and a 
splendid instance of Cypriote epigraphy. The reading is IIa-Tf>^i 
Tvpt. According to Hesykhios there was a word Ilaropc? with the 
meaning * owners.' If the inscription is Greek, we must translate * To 
the owner Tyris.' But it seems to me more probable that the language 
is Phrygian, and in this case we can consider Tlaropi to be the equiva- 
lent of the Greek irar/jt, for Tyris is tha divinity from whom the 
name of the Phrygian city, Tyriaion, is derived. Accordingly the 
translation of the two words w^ould be *To the father Tyris.' " 



In addition to the two inacriptiona of the age of Tiberius, 
mentioned above, and to several Hellenistic inscriptions, there was 



found built in a Eoman wall of Ilion a marble slab, 2 feet 6 inches 
long and a little over 17 inches broad, inscribed on both sides with a 
list of proper names. It seems to be a fragment of a full list of the 
burgesses of the town, and is interesting because of the frequent occur- 
rence of Homeric names in it. Instances are Skamandrios, Teukros, 
Memnon, Glaukos, Menestheus, etc. These names seem to point 
to the fact that the Ilians were proud of the deeds of their Trojan 
ancestors, whose renown had been immortalised by the divine poet 

2. By Dr. Dobpfeld 

The BuiMings of Troy 

In the first portion of this report Dr. Schliemann has given a 
genera] account of the buildings and fortifications discovered in the 
year 1890. It only remains for me to enter in somewhat greater 
detail into the shape and couBtruction of separate buildings. 

It will be most convenient for the reader to have them described, 
not in the order in which they were uncovered, but in the order of the 
several superimposed settlements, beginning with the lowest stratum, 
and working gradually up to the uppermost Roman settlement. How- 
ever, a complete description of all the buildings discovered will not be 
attempted. It will be best to reserve this till the completion of the 
excavations. In this preliminary report I shall rather confine myself 
to a description of the newly -discovered buildings, and lay special 
stress on the alterations and additions which the recent excavations 
have necessitated in the plan of the Trojan ruins, as given in the 
former publications.' 

' t<lo not wish to 'lose tl 
condcaccad to publish any sc 
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In order to make the explanation clear, a new plan of the Trojan 
citadel is given on Plan III. Like Plan VII in Trcja ^ it only shows 
the Acropolis of the second stratum, and contains almost nothing bevood 
the buildings of this important settlement The walls and buildings 
of the upper settlements, as well as those of the lowest stratum, aie 
left out, so as not to overload and confuse the plan. Plans, sections, 
and photographs of these other buildings wiU be given in the oomplelie 
publication after the close of the excavations. The plan has been 
divided into squares of 65 feet, each marked with a letter and a 
number, so that every spot mentioned on the citadel may be quite 
easy to identify. The walls of the separate strata and periods are 
distinguished on the plan by different cross-hatchings (see explan- 
ation on the plan). The numbers marked on several parts of the 
plan give respectively the height above ( + ) or the depth below ( - ) 
a level which I have fixed at the lowest point of the rock within the 
citadel in D3. 



(1) The First and OMed Stratum 

The only walls known as belonging to the oldest settlement, which lay 
directly on the rock, are those which are disclosed in the great trench 
dug from north to south. On the coloured plan these walls are given 
in yellow and marked F. As the recent excavations have practically 
added nothing to this part, I have only marked the trench on the new 
plan and left out the walls, so as to show the building A more clearly. 
The only excavation made in the lowest stratum took place while Pro- 
fessor Virchow was at Troy. He was anxious to lay bare a fresh portion 
of the lowest and most ancient settlement, and he accordingly had the 
big trench widened somewhat towards the west. A cross wall was 
thus discovered, which connects several of the thin longitudinal walls 
together, and like these consists of small quarry-stones and clay mortar. 
Professor Virchow recently read a report before the Anthropological 
Society of Berlin,^ on the significance of these walls and on the objects 
found between them. I completely share his opinion that these walls 
can only represent dwelling-houses. Some of the divisions, however, 
may very well have been left uncovered and have served as stalls for 
cattle. 

No cause has yet been found for the destruction of this oldest 
settlement. It cannot have been destroyed by fire, for neither charred 
wooden beams nor any of those other unmistakable traces, which 
we invariably find in buildings destroyed by fire, are to be met with 
here. The walls are still standing to an average height of 3 feet: 
their upper portion has fallen down and partly filled up the spaces 

^ i.e. the coloured plan, p. 92. 
^ See the Transactions of thus Society, 1890, p. 338. 
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between the walls. Specimens of the style of work will be published 
later. 

The north and south boundary of the first settlement was already 
known. Though this year's work has not shown how far it extended 
from east to west, yet the shaft in C4 showed that the first settlement 
did not probably extend on the west far beyond the portion already 
excavated. 

(2) The Second Stratum^ the Pergamos of Troy 

Ab the buildings of this stratum are the most important and also 
the largest, with the exception of the Hellenistic and Eoman buildings, 
our chief endeavour during the recent excavations was to free and 
uncover it further. Large portions of the fortification wall have been 
brought to light and examined, the ground-plan of several of the edifices 
already discovered within the citadel has been substantially added to 
by the discovery of new walls, while some buildings have been un- 
covered for the first time, through the clearing away of the later walls 
built upon them. The great alteration which has thus been effected 
in the ground-plan of the citadel can be best appreciated if we compare 
the new plan on Plate III with the old coloured plan. 

A third and older citadel wall has been discovered in addition to 
the two which were already known. Accordingly we can now dis- 
tinguish three periods within the second stratum, all three of which we 
shall afterwards find represented in the dwelling-houses within the 
citadel. These various buildings of the second city do not represent 
separate settlements, but merely new buildings and alterations that 
took place in the same layer. 

The level of the second settlement only altered very little during 
these three periods. In most of the divisions the floor of the older 
period is found only a few inches under the later pavement In some 
places indeed there was no increase at all. On the other hand, the 
difference of height between the floors of the different strata is generally 
from 3 to 6 feet, and sometimes reaches as much as 16 feet. For this 
reason we speak of three periods the same stratum, not of three different 
strata or "cities." 

Thus the citadel of the second layer received three different circuit 
walls, and its circumference was extended twice. The older circuit 
wall, which was unknown up to now, came to light in the trenches in 
the south-west portion of the citadel. On Plan III it is given by a 
dotted shading, and marked d. The circuit wall of the second period 
was already known. On the old Plan VII it was coloured grey, in the 
new plan it is shown by a broad cross-hatching. Like the older wall, 
it has up to now only been uncovered on the south and west side of 
the citadel. The wall of the third period, formerly coloured red, is 
given in the new plan by means of a narrow cross-hatching, and is 

Z 
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marked 6. It has been traced on the west, south, and east of tke 
citadel. 

The earlier description of the city walls can only be supplemented 
for the present by a few further remarks on the construction and shape 
of these three walls. A large portion of the oldest wall (d on Plan III} 
on the south-west side of the citadel, in the square C6 to F6, is sur- 
prisingly well preserved. One can still see the stone substructure 
which was erected as an outer supporting wall of the citadel mound : 
it reached up to the level of the citadel. The outer face is scarped at 
a low inclination, for the wall was built of small stones and clay mortar, 
and could not otherwise have withstood the pressure of the eartk 
The thickness of the wall at its upper surface is 9 feet. We have found 
two towers separated by an interval of about 35 feet. They arc 
about 10 feet wide, and project 6 feet 6 inches from the line of wall 
One of these towers (du) is under the later south-west gate (FM), the 
other (db) is farther to the east. Still farther to the east there was 
presumably a third tower, which was probably destroyed by the great 
north trench. 

The existence of these towers and their excellent preservadon is 
specially valuable because doubts have been expressed concerning the 
presence of towers. Such a doubt is no longer possible. It is 
absolutely certain that these projections served a military purpose, 
that they were real towers and not buttresses, because the wall on account 
of its thickness and low inclination did not need any additional support 
From the builder's point of view these towers were an actual disad- 
vantage, for their projecting angles merely weakened the wall's power 
of resistance to the effects of the weather. With the small stones 
available, it must have been very difficult to construct the right-angled 
or even slightly acute-angled corners of the towers. A wall without 
towers was much easier to build and also to keep in good conditioik 
but for purposes of defence a wall with numerous towers was to be 
preferred. 

This ancient circuit wall has two gates : in the south the gate- 
way FN, which projects like a huge tower (in square E7), and in the 
west the somewhat smaller gate FL (in square B5). The first of these 
was already known. We assigned it to the second period of the 
second city, i.e. to the circuit wall c, A closer examination has, how- 
ever, proved that it is older than this wall. This may be verified by 
looking at the plan, where it is seen that the gateway is at right 
angles to the wall d, whereas it cuts the wall c at an acute angle. 
The second gate (FL) was uncovered this year for the first time, when 
the west wall of the citadel was entirely disengaged from the outside. 
It is only preserved along the lower course oi stones ; the upper 
portions, which up to this time were the only ones excavated, were in 
the line of the later circuit wall. Both gates, although of different 
dimensions, have the same plan, and differ materially from the gates of 
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the later periods. For instance, the later gates are situated on the 
upper edge of the citadel, and a ramp or else a road with steps led up 
to them ; while the older gates are at the foot of the citadel, the road 
that passes through them is covered by a huge tower, and the ascent 
to the citadel plateau is thus within the citadel (cf. the altitudes in the 
gateway FN). These long gateways are also considerably narrower 
than the later ones ; they are respectively 1 1 feet and 8 feet 6 inches 
broad, while the later gates are respectively 23 feet and 17 feet. 
Apparently the breadth of the gates was about doubled in the later 
period. 

The great tower, 59 feet broad and over 65 feet deep, which covers 
the larger south gate FN, has been proved by thorough investigations to 
have been considerably smaller at first, and to have been strengthened 
at a later time, though probably still during the first period of the 
second stratum. On the west wall it is even possible to trace a double 
enlargement The complete description of this alteration must be 
deferred till next year, as the southern end of the gate has not yet 
been completely disengaged. 

While the citadel wall of the first period has been completely 
brought to light between the two gates FL and FN, only two small 
portions of it have been found on the other side of the gate. We 
know nothing of its further course on the north and east sides of the 
citadel. We may probably reckon on finding at least a few separate 
portions when the excavations are continued. The upper portion of 
this wall no longer exists, any more than the superstructure of the 
gates ; they probably hdth consisted of unbaked bricks. It is only on 
this supposition that we can explain the masses of clay bricks burnt a 
red colour, which have been found in the gateways and in some places 
also in front of the citadel wall. 

As the wall was partially destroyed through some mishap, and the 
remaining portion covered with ddbmy a new citadel wall was built 
well outside it ; it is rendered on the plan by broad cross-hatchings, 
and marked c. This wall is preserved along its whole distance 
between the two gates described above, and was provided on the out- 
side with one entire and two half towers {ca, cby cd). North of the gate 
FL another piece with the great tower ce is known ; the complete 
construction of this tower can unfortunately no longer be made out. 
At the western end of the citadel, in especial, there are many walls, 
the purpose and date of which are not yet fixed with any certainty, 
and the description of which had therefore best be postponed for the 
present. It is therefore impossible to give a definite answer to the 
question, whether a wall of the lower city joins the citadel wall at this 
point. Farther to the north, in the square B4, another small piece of 
the wall c has been found, but it almost immediately disapi)ears 
beneath the later wall that lies above it. On the north side there is 
nothing to be seen of this wall. Possibly Dr. Schliemann destroyed a 
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great portion of it at the time of his earlier excavations on the north 
slope of the hill, yet we hope still to find remains of the lower layers, 
when we sink new trenches. 

The scarped wall on the north-east (in G3-H4), which has long 
been known, may possibly belong to this period, but no definite 
conclusion can be arrived at until its further course has been ascertainei 
The wall BC, which is also on that side, and which we formerly 
conjectured belonged to the lower city, has been further disengaged, 
and proves to be a ramp, i.e. the supporting wall of a road, whose eastern 
extremity has been uncovered. We were anxious to make out the 
western course of this ramp, and whether a gate existed at its upper 
extremity, as one may venture to suppose ; but the question remains 
uncertain, and can probably only be decided by clearing away the 
great lump of earth that is still standing in the squares F3 and G3. 
The shape and disposition of this second circuit wall on the east side 
is equally uncertain, as the wall which has been discovered there 
presumably belongs, along with its numerous towers, to the third 
period. 

Soon after the building of the circuit wall c the two older gates 
probably fell into disuse, and the two new gates FO and FM vere 
built in their place. One is inclined to believe at first that this took 
place simultaneously with the building of the wall c, yet this is scarcely 
possible, for there is much to prove that the old gates continued in use 
for some time, and that the two new ones were not built till later. 
The new gates lie symmetrically next to the older ones : the lai^ 
main gate FO east of the earlier main gate, and the smaller gate DI 
at exactly the same distance east from the older FL. This symmetrical 
arrangement leads one to conclude that both the old gat«s were 
replaced at the same time. 

The two gates FM and FO have already been thoroughly described 
in Troja ; ^ when the detailed plans are published it will be possible 
to show what little new has been found. Just a few indications 
will suffice here. Both gates were fianked with massive towers during 
the second period, when the wall marked on the plan with open cross- 
hatchings was built. The well-preserved lower portion of these towers 
is marked on the plan by the same open cross-hatchings. Whereas the 
south-west gate (FM) presumably only had one portal at first, the 
south-east gate seems to have had two from the beginning. 

In addition to these two main gates, a small postern gate (FK) 
was also built close to the old west gate. A view of it is given in 
Fig. 2 below. The postern is at the foot of the high wall of the 
second period ; its excellent preservation can only be ascribed .to the 
fact that it was blocked up at an early period. The gate was covered 
by a wooden beam and had a wood frame ; large pieces of burnt wood 
still remained wi sifn. After the burning of the beam a portion of 

' See Sclmchbardt, p. 47 ff. 
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the wall fell down. A narrow way led through the postern to the 
great gateway FL. When the gat« had been blocked it probably went 
up to the upper plateau by means of a atair. 



The city wall of the second stratum was almost entirely rebuilt a 
third time. The lower part of the old wall which ran to the north-west 
of the south-west gate was retained, and only the upper part of the 
stone substructure was renewed, together with the whole of the brick 
superstructure, but between the south-west and south-east gates a 
perfectly new wall was built, which ran farther to the south, and so 
enlarged the area of the citadel once more. The new wall is traced on 
the plan (Plate III) with close cross-hatching and marked b; it has no 
towers on its outer side, but its whole substructure, like that of the 
old walls, is scarped at a low inclination. The scarping was particularly 
necesear)' here, as the stones of the wall were even smaller than those 
of the older circuit-wall c 

It appears that the superstructure of sun-dried bricks did not 
originally form a very thick wall ; foundations still remaining rather 
tend to prove that being a thin wall it was supported by buttresses 
on the inside. These buttresses appear again in other old walls 
of sun-dried bricks (e.g. at Olympia in the Heraion and in the old 
building which has been transformed into a Byzantine church) ; they 
are on an average 4 feet wide, and stand out about 5 feet As the 
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high stone substructure of the wall, which could only hare been climbed 
by an attacking force with the greatest difficulty, made it impossible to 
use any engines for destro3ring the brick wall, it was therefore na- 
necessary to make this brick superstructure as strong as at those 
points where the substructure was low and it could easily be reacbeii. 
In spite of this the wall was strengthened later on by a much thicker 
brick wall built without buttresses. This is distinguished on the plan 
by a simple hatching with dots. Portions of the brick wail can stili 
be seen standing in places where the upper layers of debris and the son- 
dried bricks have not been removed by mistake during prcTioos 
excavations. 

On the east side of the citadel only one wall of defence has been 
found, which certainly belongs to this last period of the second stntum. 
The walls of the two earlier periods may possibly be laid bare in 
future excavations ; they must be looked for farther to the west 

As the citadel was connected with the yet steeper plateau of the 
lower town on the south-east, and was only separated from it by a dip 
in the ground, it did not need a high scarped wall of defence on this 
side, and the brick wall with vertical face was merely raised on a sub- 
structure of stone about 3 feet high. This was not scarped, and was 
partly sunk in the earth to serve as a foundation, partly left un- 
covered as a socle. Such walls of defence, built of brick with a low 
substructure of stone, were in use at every period of antiquity, as 
we see among other examples in the brick walls of Eleusis, which are 
still well preserved, and in the town walls of Athens, of which some 
fragments are still to be seen. As the substructure of the citadel 
wall on the east side was so low, an enemy could easily have reached 
the part which was built of sun-dried bricks, and have tried to destroy 
it. To prevent this, the wall was made almost 13 feet in width 
(compared with 9 feet in the wall at Eleusis, and 8 feet in the 
Themistoclean walls at Athens), and besides this it was strengthened 
with a number of towers. Three of these have been discovered, 
and others are probably still under the earth. They are 10 feet 6 
inches in breadth and project about 7 feet 6 inches from the face of 
the wall. Both the stone substructure and the brickwork above it 
remain to the height of several feet, and in some places the original 
plaster which covered the outside is still to be seen. The distance 
between the towers was only about 31 feet 6 inches from centre to 
centre, giving about 21 feet clear width, so that even with simple 
means of defence the wall was most effectively flanked. Towers 
with very similar proportions and measurements are also found in 
fortresses of the middle ages, as J. Durm has shown in the case of the 
fortress of Arques.^ The space between the two towers be and W w« 
filled with a stone wall later on, when the brick wall began to need 
repairs. 

' Ccntralblatt der Jianrenc(U(ung, 1890, No. 40. 
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To the north-east the citadel wall has been destroyed in earlier 
excavations, and only its stone substructure has apparently been 
preserved in divisions G3 and H4 of the plan. We can infer that 
here too there was a superstructure of brick raised on the stone wall, 
as farther south, where the earth above has not been removed, the 
brick wall is still standing, about 6 feet 6 inches in height, and baked 
quite red. Although the stone substructure has not been laid bare 
right down to the rock, it here has a height of about 26 feet. The 
ramp BC, which is built of large blocks of stone, and led up to the 
scarped wall of the citadel at this point, has been described above 
(p. 328). 

No traces of the citadel wall of the third period can now be seen 
on the whole length of the north side, and its course is therefore only 
marked with a dotted line. It must have run rather more to the north 
than it does in the old coloured plan, as the buildings inside the citadel 
extend rather farther to the north than we had imagined. It is to 
be hoped that further excavations may disclose some remains of this 
wall. A very small portion of the substructure would be enough to 
indicate the line it followed. 

Two gates have been found in the citadel wall of the thii-d period, 
the buildings FM and FO mentioned above (p. 340). They both had 
double gates and chambers behind them. A ramp paved with large 
slabs of stone led to the smaller gate FM, while the gate FO was 
approached by a road rising in steps, several of which remain in G7. 
This gate was originally provided with only two flanking towers, but 
later on it was strengthened by several walls and towers built out in 
front of it. At the same time the opening of the gate, which was 
found to be too broad, was partly built up and made narrower. The 
existing remains of these buildings are distinguished on Plan III with 
simple hatching and dots. 

The building EP above the south-east door, left white on Plan III, 
consists of the foundations of a Roman gateway of the Acropolis, already 
described in Troja, p. 23.^ Inside this propylon the single wall 
which is not hatched is the last remains of a Greek gateway, which 
must also have stood on this spot high above the old gate. 

Next to the walls of the fortress and its gates the great buildings 
inside the citadel claim our interest. Here also we find three 
distinct periods in the second stratum alone, corresponding in all 
essentials to the three periods of the circuit wall. The shafts that 
had been sunk during former excavations had already brought separate 
older walls to light beneath the level of the second layer. We have 
continued sinking shafts with more success. Numerous walls have 
been discovered whose connection can be clearly made out at various 
points. 

The three superimposed groups of buildings are marked on Plan 

1 Cf. above, p. 83. 
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III, like the three circtut walls, hy different cross-hatchiagB ; by this 
means the different periods can be distinguished, and to a certain 
extent a picture of each may be formed. Id each of the three periods 
a great complex of buildings, with a more or -less similar ground-plan, 
stood on the cJtadeL The latest buildings are the best preseiTed. 
Their walls are marked on the plan with close cross-hatchings. 

In front of the south-east gate lies a small gate in E5. It leads to 



an inner court which gives access to the most important buildings of 
the citadel. I have already pointed out in Tiryns (p. 254) ' the great 
resemblance between the plan of these buildings and the king's house 
at Tiryns. At that time, however, one could do no more than con- 
jecture, though with every probability, that the building C was a gat«. 
Now further excavation has brought to light the two missing anta 
stones of the propylon, so that its purport is now absolutely certain. 
The ground-plan of the propylon is given in Fig 3. It consists of the 
gale proper, whose massive threshold, farmed by a single block, is still 
in situ, of a vestibule adorned with two antce, and of a somewhat shorter 
' cr. above, p. 50. 



APPENDIX r 345 



inner vestibule. If we except thd disengaged columns, which do not 
yet appear here, we already have in this gate building the prototype 
of the magnificent Propylsea of Athens. 

The walls of the inner court come up to the right and left of the 
gate; at NO there are two walls which clearly belong to different 
periods. These walls have received buttresses which probably 
supported a far -projecting roof. We may therefore assume that 
the court was surrounded with porticoes as at Tiryns. It should be 
remembered that similar buttresses appear in the Heraion at Olympia 
as supports for a roof and as forerunners of a colonnade. Unfortunately 
the extent of the courtyard cannot be exactly ascertained ; its length 
seems to have been about 88 feet, whilst its breadth measures about 
33 feet on the narrowest side. 

The buildings A and B, which lie opposite the gate, were discovered 
in 1882 and described in Troja?- The few points in which this 
description has to be corrected or completed are best reserved till 
later. The walls of sun-dried bricks with horizontal wooden beams 
laid at regular intervals will then be thoroughly discussed. I shall 
only point out here that neither building was a temple, but that as I 
conjectured in Tirijns (p. 254) ^ they must be explained as dwelling- 
houses. The building A would be the chief apartment, or megaron of 
the palace. 

To the right of A and close to it lies the narrower building B. It 
appears that an almost similar building E, of which only one small 
portion on the north-east remains, existed on the left of A and was 
likewise parallel to it. The greater portion of this building was 
destroyed along with the half of the megaron A by the great, 
north trench of the year 1872. The preserved portion shows that 
this building probably had the same breadth as B, and that it had a hall 
or opisthodomos at the back. As a similar hall is also found in the 
building F in the square D6, we may venture to restore similar halls 
behind A and B. It is unfortunately no longer possible to establish 
how far the building E extended to the south-east. On the plan I 
have made it symmetrical with the building B, but I wish to emphasise 
that this reconstruction is by no means certain. 

A larger building D, which consisted of several rooms lying one 
behind the other, was erected to the south-west of the building E 
during the third period. As only foundations and no vertical walls 
have been preserved, the position of the doors and the whole ground- 
plan cannot be ascertained. The main front of the building probably 
faced south-east, and was thus turned towards the small court in front 
of the south-west gate (FM). 

Several buildings join on to B on the north-east side. Tho^ 
consist of one large room with a vestibule, ue, they have the ordinaiy 
ground-plan of a temple. The foundations of the building K are the 

1 Cf. above, p. 51. ^ Cf. p. 50. 
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best preserved (in F3 and F4). The door still shows traces of a 
wooden sill that has been charred. Another somewhat larger building 
H (in £4) was at one time altered. This is shown on the plan by 
different hatchings. 

The big foundations M and N, which have been discovered farther 
to the east in the squares 63-65, are very remarkabla In N only 
the solid foundations, consisting of quarry-stones, with narrow partition- 
like corridors, have been preserved, while in M the walls are still 
standing to a height of about 3 feet. These walls are of sun-dried 
bricks, which have been burnt red on one side of the building, and 
have remained unbaked elsewhere. This phenomenon, which seems 
to accord ill with the great conflagration, the traces of which are to be 
found in the other buildings of the third period and even in the citadel 
walls, can be explained by the simple fact that this brick wall had no 
horizontal wooden beams, and therefore the fire found food only in 
the roof and in the doors. 

Both buildings are now divided by a trench about 8 feet broad. 
This remarkable trench, which is marked P on Plan III, cannot be 
earlier than Macedonian times, for it has been cut from above through 
all the layers of earth and older buildings. It is filled with fine river 
sand to a height of some metres. One can clearly see that this sand 
was deposited by means of water. We may venture to suppose that 
a building stood here in Macedonian or Roman times, and was built 
on a sand foundation in a manner still common nowadays. Its 
dimensions of the rectangle formed by the trench are approximately 
115 feet by 52 feet, and would therefore do very well for a temple. 
For instance, the temple of Athena built by Lysimachos, the site of 
which is still unknown, must have been about 52 feet broad to judge from 
the existing tri glyphs and metopes. It may very well have stood on 
this sand foundation. No squared stones have been preserved above 
the sand, they were probably all removed in the middle ages to serve 
for some other building. 

Before the making of the sand trench the two buildings M N 
formed a continuous line of wall, the purport of which is unfortunately 
not yet clear to us. It might occur to one that this was another 
citadel wall, especially as N looks like a gate, were it not that the 
citadel walls of the third period are preserved on the outside. Perhaps 
we have here a citadel wall belonging to an older period, or else a 
considerable addition made to strengthen the citadel wall. Further 
excavation in the square 63 will perhaps solve this question. 

The buildings of the third period described up to now are chiefly 
distinguished by the presence of parastades — bases of stone which sup- 
ported wooden uprights. These stones, which are figured in Troja, 
p. 80,^ only occur in the buildings of this period ; they are not found 
either in the buildings of the older periods of the second sti-atum, or 

' Cf. p. 52. 
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in those of the upper strata. Accordingly the wooden uprights can 
only have existed in the buildings of the last period of the second 
stratum. 

A few words will suffice concerning the older buildings of the second 
stratum. They are naturally not so well known as the buildings of 
the third period, for they are often concealed beneath them, and could 
therefore only be examined where the later buildings admitted of a 
shaft being sunk. They are marked on Plan III with broad cross- 
hatchings (for the second period) and with dots (for the first period). 

There is a great building belonging to the second period on the 
western side of the citadel. On the one hand it had been partially 
built over the west door (FL), and on the other it had already been 
destroyed when the south-west gate (FM) received its present form. The 
south-west gate must therefore have had a simpler plan when this 
building was still standing (cf. page 48). We may recognise in this 
building a row of rooms lying one behind the other. Its ground-plan 
accordingly agrees completely with that of the later building D. 
Several Avails belonging to this period have also been discovered in the 
eastern half of the citadel. In addition we also have here walls of the 
first period over which the others were built. The plans of these 
buildings show in both periods points of resemblance to the megaron 
A and B ; for instance, the building R in F3 seems also to have been 
a megaron. 

(3) The Upper Strata 

When the extensive buildings of the second stratum were destroyed 
and burnt, numerous small houses were built above its ruins. These 
are not indicated in our plan, with the exception of the largest 
(formerly known as that of the City Chieftain) in C5 and a few of 
the later walls in F4 and F5, which are given on the plan without any 
hatchings. I intend to publish later a plan of the other houses, as far 
as I have seen them myself. It appears that the standing portions of 
the citadel wall of the second stratum were repaired during this period 
of petty settlements and still used as fortifications. Some of the 
later buildings outside the south-east gate (FO) probably also belong 
to this time. 

Dr. Schliemann had already shown in his books Ilios and Troja 
that all this complex of little houses was several times destroyed and 
then built over by other settlements. We have obtained further and 
complete confirmation of this fact by excavating a large complex of 
buildings which lay in front of the south-west gate, and was included 
in the citadel later on. I have carefully examined the different layers 
of houses in this place, and have made plans and photographs of them. 
Dr. A. Brueckner, who spent some weeks at the excavations, has 
collected and restored with great skill the numerous fragments of 
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pottery found in the different layers. I do not propose to give a fall 
description of the buildings, but merely to add a few remaj-ks to the 
short account given above (see p. 329) by Dr. Schliemann. 



Above the ground-level of the second stratum, which is unmis- 
takably fixed by the great ramp in front of the south-west gate, ire 
found seven other settlements which had been built here one 
above the other in the course of centuries. The highest of them 
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contains Roman buildings of different kinds, some of them small 
dwelling-houses, and some of them larger buildings. In the second 
stratum and the one below it were found houses, the walls of which 
were partly of Greek polygonal masonry. The fourth layer was the 
most important ; in it several buildings constructed of remarkably 
large blocks of stone were laid bare (p. 332). The ground-plan of one 
of these buildings can be tolerably well made out, although it has not 
yet been completely excavated ; it resembles a simple Greek temple or 
the megaron of the royal palace. The ground-plan is given in Fig 4. 
A vestibule 29 feet 9 inches in breadth and 14 feet in depth 
gives access to a hall of the same breadth and 37 feet 1 1 inches in length, 
which was possibly divided in three by two rows of columns inside. 
In fact the remains of a foundation have been found which possibly 
formed the stylobate of an irfner row of columns, but this conjecture 
is quite - uncertain. It is impossible to say whether these are the 
foundations of a temple or a dwelling-house, and the question will 
probably never be decided. Still the building is of great importance 
for the history of Trojan antiquities, for in it and in its ddbris several 
Mycenaean vases and ^gments of vases have been found, which have 
been described above (p. 331). 

This circumstance not only dates this layer approximately, but 
allows us to draw the further conclusion that the second stratum, the 
citadel of which we have described, must be older than this stratum 
with the Mycenaean vases. How much older it is impossible to say, 
but the interval cannot have been a short one, as between the two 
lie three other strata of poor settlements. 

We cannot get any further than these relative dates, as we have as 
yet no terminus ante guem by which to date the Mycenaean vases, and 
especially the jugs with stirrup handles. It is certain that the jugs 
with stirrup handles appear as early as the fourteenth century B.C., but 
whether precisely similar ones were not used much later, e.g. in the 
ninth and eighth centuries, and eventually^ imported to Troy, must 
remain uncertain for the present. 

In conclusion, it must be mentioned that the small building like a 
theatre, which was found to the south-east of the Roman Acropolis (see 
p. 329), will be more carefully described next year among the other 
Roman and Greek buildings. It was not possible to excavate it com- 
pletely this year. 



Athens, 2ith December 1890. 
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(Chapter iii. 3, pp. 120-122) 
The Gold Cups from the Vapheio Tomb near Amycl^ 



The annexed plate is taken from the beautiful reproduction of these 
cups in the Epheniei'is (l SS9, pinax 9). Each cup is about 3 J inches 
high, the lower diameter is 3^ inches, the upper (including the handle) a 
little over 4 inches. They are of pure gold, of riveted work, but with 
designs in repoiissL^, which for originality of design and delicacy of 
execution are unrivalled, except perhaps by the finest goldsmith's work 
of the Italian Eenaissance. The central design of the first cup is 
formed by a bull, who has rushed into the toils of a great hunting-net» 
and appears to be roaring in agony as he strains his head to the skies. 
The net and the two trees to which it is tied are naturally all in the 
same plane ; the farthest of the trees, which seems suspended in mid 
air, betrays the artist's naive effort at rendering the distant perspective.* 
In like manner the curious irregular objects which ap|)ear suspended 
i'rom the edge of both cups are doubtless intended for the landscape 
on the other side. It is probable that the irregular masses on the gold 
signet rings (Figs. 220 and 221), which have up to now proved so 
puzzling, must be explained in the same way. To the left of the 
central design comes the group of a bull and two men already described 
in the text (p. 121). On the right a third bull is rushing away 
furiously in teiTor at the fate of his companion. A tall palm-tree 
frames the composition on each side. In spite of the spirited movement 
of the whole composition, certain crudenesses of design cannot escape 
observation. For instance, the hind legs of the first bull disappear in 
a clumsy manner behind the bull entangled in the net, while this 
second bull is himself twisted round in a manner altogether unnatural 
and impossible, and the bull who is running away raises his hind legs 
with a stretch, possible perhaps to the feline race, but much too great 
for a bull. It is evident that the artist has been influenced bv the 
familiar running lion scheme, which was so thoroughly schematised 

1 Cf. Winter, Arch. Anzeiger, 1890, p. 102. 
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that it probably influenced all representations of running animals ; 
anyhow it is noticeable that all the Mycenaean animals, whatever their 
species, have this remarkable action of the hind legs when running at 
full speed. 

On the second cup we have the wild cattle reduced to domesticity ; 
three bulls are grouped peacefully in a pasture, while a herdsman is 
leading away a fourth bull by a rope tied round one of his hind feet, 
a scheme familiar on Attic vases, representing Theseus binding the 
Marathonian bull. The animal apparently shows his reluctance to 
leave the herd by lowing, and M. Tsountas in the Greek publication 
aptly quotes the Homeric lines : 

But he breathed forth his spirit with a roar, as when a dragged bull roareth that 
the young men drag to the altar of the Lord of Helike ; for in such hath the earth- 
shaker his delight. — 11. xx. 403. 

The second cup is not quite so rich in accessories of landscape as 
the other. Two trees, resembling those to which the net is fastened 
on the first cup, help to pleasantly break up the composition, but we 
see neither palm-trees nor small shrubs. On the other hand, the 
design of this cup is somewhat the more careful of the two; the 
cattle are given with more truthfulness to nature, and from the more 
peaceful nature of the subject, the artist has not been led into any of 
the exaggerations of drawing noted on the first cup. In other respects 
the two are so closely connected, both in technical execution and in 
choice of subject, that there can be no doubt that they were intended 
as pendants. Their artist, like the artist of the shield of Achilles, 
seems to have delighted in strongly-contrasted scenes borrowed from 
the same sphere ; the stormy cattle-hunting is balanced by the peace- 
ful scene of pasturing, in the same way as the " city at peace " is 
contrasted on the shield by the " city at war." 

Since the discussion raised by Dr. Marx's paper two more Mycenaean 
gems have been made known, which practically repeat the motif of the 
Tiryns fresco. One is quoted and published by Dr. Herdemann in the 
ylrch. Anzeiger, 1889, p. 190. The other is in the British Museum, and 
is published by Mr. A. S. Murray in Anzeig&r, 1890, p. 69. It is still 
difficult to say whether the curious position of the man on the back of the 
bull is due to lack of skill on the part of the artist, who, unable to depict 
two objects side by side, places the one above the other, or whether a 
feature of the hunt was to jump on the back of the bull. As one of 
the men on the first gold cup has evidently been thrown off the back 
of the bull, the second view seems the more probable. Even before 
the discovery of the Vapheio cups Dr. M. Mayer had pointed out that 
in the Tiryns fresco we probably had a scene of ravpoKaSaxj/ia — a wild- 
cattle hunt such as Suetonius (Claud. 21) says was common in Thessaly. 
In this sport the huntsman jumped off the back of his horse on to that 
of the bull. There is no horse on the fresco or the gems, nor is there 
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any reason to suppose that horses were employed in the Mycenaean 
hunts, but the passage, taken along with the gold cups, is interesting 
as showing that the leaping of the huntsman on to the back of the bull 
was a feature common to wild-cattle hunts in all parts of Greece. In 
Thessalian coin-types, moreover, which undoubtedly refer to this custom 
(see Head, Hist Nunu p. 246), the horse does not appear, and we have 
only " a Thessalian youth pulling down a raging bull,' as in the coin 
of Larissa given in H,N, Fig. 175, p. 254. 

Finally, it must be noted that, although Dr. Schuchhardt rejects 
the notion that the meaning of the Tiryns fresco can be explained by 
the Catanian coins, he yet admits that they both reproduce the same 
art type. I cannot help pointing out that on the Sicilian coins the 
satyr whom Dr. Marx would compare to the "acrobat" seems to 
have no connection with the bull, but to be merely employed to fill up 
the space above his back. It will be seen, by looking at Fig. 71 on 
p. 114 of Head's Hisioria Numomm^ that a similar coin to the one 
given in the text has the space above the man-headed bull filled by a 
water-fowl instead of by a Silenus. In other coins again a star is 
found in the same position. 



Objects in First Vase-room of the British Museum illustrating 

THE Mycenaean and Geometric Styles 

1. Mycenaean Vases. — At the bottom of Case 5 are fragments of 
vases arranged in order of development ; in the first row unglaized 
ware ; in the lower rows fragments of lustrous ware. 

2. Gold Mycenaean Work. — On the west side of Table-Case A 
notice especially gold work in repouss^. 

3. In Case A (east and south sides) beads of amber, carnelian, 
crystal, and glass ; also objects of ivory. 

4. In Case A (south side) weapons, bronze spear-head and arrow- 
heads. 

5. Terra-cotta figurines in Cases 6 and 1 2. 

6. Dipylon Geometric Vases in Cases 14-19. 

7. A scarab of Amenophis III, mentioned on p. 316, will be found 
in Case A. 

E. S. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 



H = found at Hissarlik. 

T = „ Tiiyns. , x, - „ 

The numerals added to the above give the strata at Hissarlik and the graves at Mycena>. 



M = found at Mycenae. 
O =s „ Orchomenos. 



Aa-hotep, sword from grave of, 316 
Achaeans, Homer's, 310, 314, 317, 319 
Achilles, -so-called " tomb " of, 83 ; shield of, 

231, 313 ; sacrifice of Trojans by, 296 
Acrobat, so-called, on wall - painting at 

Tiryns, 119-122, 212, 292, 362 
Acropolis, of Athens, 298 ; of Orchomenos, 

299 ; see also " Hissarlik," " Tiryns," and 

" MycensB " 
Adler, Prof. F., 15, 146, 148, 161, 164, 166 
iEolian migration, 331 
Aetos, Mt., in Ithaca, 306, 306 
Agamemnon, so-called " tomb " of, see 

" Atreus, Treasury of," 143 f. ; grave of, 

mentioned by Pausanias, 6, 159, 163 ; 

barrow of, in Homer, 86 
Agate, beads of, 196 
Agora, so-called, at Mycenae, 165 ; in Homer, 

166 
Aigisthos, murderer of Agamemnon, 163, 

164 
Aisyetes, tomb of, in Homer, 81 
Akontion, near Orchomenos, 300 
Akroterion, on gold shrine (M. iii. ), 201 
Alabaster, slabs firom Treasury of Atreus, 

147; vase (M. iv.), 242 (fig. 242); 

(M. v.), 269, 263 ; knot (M. iv.), 261 (fig. 

263) ; spoon (M. iii.), 206 (fig. 196) ; 

frieze at Tiryns, 109, 116-118 (fig. 117), 

302 ; 146 (note) 
Alexander the Great at Ilion, 21, 80 
Alkinous, palace of, in Homer, 117, 313 
Altar, sacrificial pit of, at Tiryns, 107 ; at 

MycensB, 166; on wall-painting, 293; 

on shrine (?), 201 ; rock -cut, at Ithaca, 

807 
Amber beads (M. iii.), 196 (fig. 174) ; (M. 

iv.), 219; (M. v.), 268, 362; chemical 

analysis of, 196 
Amenophis III, scarabseus of, 316, 352 
Amenophis IV, cartouches of, 316 
Amethyst, gems of (M. iii.), 196 

2 



Amyclte, beehive grave near, 161, 163 ; gold 

cups discovered in, 121, 122, 197, 817, 

350-362 
Analyses, of copper weajjons (H.), 63 ; of 

amber, 196 ; of metals, 269 ; of ostrich 

egg, 268 
Anastasios, Church of St. , on Ithaca, 306 
Animals, deities in form of, 292 ; figures 

of (M.), 285; see aUo "Bull," "Lion," 

"Stag," etc. 
Anoge, mountain range in Ithaca, 309 
Antse, 51, 52, 109, 110, 114, 200. 288, 344 
Aphrodite, idols of, 296 ; temple of, at 

Cythera, 15 ; see "Astarte" 
Apollo Thymbraios, temple of, 87 ; builder 

of Troy, 834 
Apron, primitive garment of men, 121, 197, 

221, 230 
Aqueduct at Mycense, 185 
Arch, pointed, 103, 135 
Archseanax, of Mitylene, 66 
Archaeological Society, excavations of the 

Greek, 121, 134. 161, 270, 286, 294 
Archaic pottery, 327 
Archdologischer Anzeiger, referred to, 860, 

361 
Arethusa, spring in Ithaca, 808 
Aleves destroy MycensB and Tiryns, 94 
Argolis, 93, 819 
Argos, relation to Mycenae, 94 
Aristotle, quoted, 95 
Armlets (M. ii.), 212 (fig. 207), 215; 

(M. iv.), 216, 227; (M. v.), 216, 264; 

(M.), 278 
Arrow-heads, stone (H.), 67 (fig. 64); 

obsidian (T.), 124 ; (M. iv.), 236, 287 ; 

in Brit. Mus., 252 ; shape of Trojan, 67 
Ashlar, masonry of squared stones, 114, 115, 

137, 144, 288 (?), 882, 846 
Asia, migration of Greeks from, 818 
Asia Minor, early art patterns from, 285, 

288, 249, 317 

A 
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Askalaphos, sou of Ares, 300 
Asklepieion, at Athens, 108 
Asprochoma, near Mycenae, 295 
Asses, figures with heads of, 291, 292 
Assyria, connection of pottery with, 190 
Assyrian sculptured lions, 142 
Asterte, 198, 201, 273, 278, 
Asteris, island in Homer, near Ithaca, 304 
Astragali, or sheep's knuckle -bones (0.), 

301 
Athena, not " owl - headed," 68 ; patron 

goddess of New Ilion, 80 ; Temple of 

(H.), and metopes fh>m it, 80, 346 ; 

fighting Enkelados, a relief (H. ), 81 (fig. 

91) 
Athens, Schlieroann's lawsuit at, 9 ; his 

house there, 15 ; Museum, see Polytech- 

nikon ; Propylfea at, 103, 345 ; Acropolis 

of, 298 ; brick wall at, 342 
Atreus, so-called " Treasury of," 143, 163, 

251 
Axes, of copper (H. ), 64 ; of diorite, 332 ; 

double axe of Carians, 249, 277, 311 

Babin, M. C, arbitrator at Hissarlik, 824 

Baldrics (M. iv.), 233, 235 ; (M. iv.), 254 ; 
(M. v.), 261; 313 

Balidagh, near Bunirbaschi — not Homer's 
Troy according to Schliemann (1869), 6, 
27 ; had been generally accepted by 
scholars as Troy, 9, 18 ; opposite to 
Hanai-tepeh,22 ; identified with Pergamos 
by Chevallier, 25 ; Moltke on its posi- 
tion, 25 ; ruins at, 26 ; so-called " Tomb 
of Priam " at, 86 ; gold objects found 
near, 86 ; pottery found at, 331 

Bands, worn round ankles, 120, 212, 280 ; 
round arms, 227 

Basalt, pestles of (H.), 332 

Bathing - trousers, garments like; see 
"Apron" 

Bath-room (T.), Ill 

Battle-scenes, on stelai (M.)* 169 f. ; on 
rings (M. iv. ), 220 ; on gold intieiglio 
(M. iii.), 196 

Beads, of cobalt glass (T.), 124 ; of blue 
paste (M. iv.), 185 ; of amber (M. iii.)* 
196; (M. iv.), 219; (M. v.), 258; of 
agate, 196 

Beards, shown on "Masks" (M.), see 
" Masks " ; on silver vase (M.), 297 

Beehive graves, list of, 151, 166 ; six at 
Mycenie, 135, 143-152; ** Treasury of 
Atreus," 143 f . ; one excavated by Mrs. 
Schliemann, 110, 148 ; seventh at 
Mycenae, 294 ; at Orchomenos, 299 f. ; 
at Amyclae, 161, 163 ; see "Amyclae'* ; 
evolution of, from shaft-graves, 303 

Belger, Dr., on graves at Mycenae, 165 

Berlin, Schliemann collection at, 14, 15, 
17 ; Schliemann honorary citizen of, 14 

Beschik-tepeh, tumulus at, 83 



Birds, as pattern on pottery, 280 

Boars' tusks (M. v.), 258, 267 ; (0.), 301 

Boeotia, excavations at Orchomenos, 299, 

319 
Boghaskoi, Hittite reliefs from, 169 
Bone, box of (M. L), 185 ; comb of, 218 
Bones, of goat and ox in tumulus, 87; of 
sacrificial victims at Mycenie, 163 ; per- 
forated, 258 ; see "Skeleton" 
Bosses, on helmet, 280 
Bdtticher, Captain, his controversy, 88-90, 

324, 326 

Boule, supposed, at Dion, 7, 329 

Bow, hunter shooting on ring (M. \v.\ 221 

Bracelets, gold (H.), 60 ; gold (M. iv.), 222 

(fig. 219) ; worn by figure, 194 
Breast-plate of gold (M. iv.), 223 ; (M. v.), 

254, 257, 259 ; so-called, a diadem, 224 
Breccia, used for building gate (T.X 105 
Brickwork, at Hissarlik, 35, 44, 52, 53, 

325, 339, 341, 346 ; in tumolas at 
Hanai-tepeh, 87 ; covered with plaster 
(T.), 113; at Olympia, 34, 341; at 
Athens, 342 ; at Eleusis, 342 

Bridges, near Mycenae, 135 
British Museum, 147, 351, 352 
Bronze objects discovered ; arrow-heads, 
spear-points, daggers, chisels, axes (H.), 
67 (fig. 64) ; knives (H.), 332 ; nails and 
rosettes as decoration (M.), 146 ; (O.), 
301 ; knife-blade, and rim of vase gilt 
(M. i.), 185; bUde (M. ill), 206 (fig. 
194); swords and lances (M. iv.), 222, 
229-232 (fig. 227); spear -heads and 
arrows (M. iv.), 229, 236 ; swords and 
daggers (M. v.), 264-5 (figs. 267-271); 
swords, daggers, and spear-heads (M. ir.\ 
271 ; razors, mirrors, and safety-pins 
(M.), 296 
Brooches (H. ), 37, 333 ; (M.), 296, 313, 818 
Briickner, Dr., work at Troy, 347 
Brush, with terra-cotta back, 73 (fig. 84) 
Biigelkannetit stirrup-handled vases, 125, 

285, 296, 315, 331, 349 
Bull, on wall-painting (T.), 119-122 (fig. 
Ill), 351 ; on coin of Catena, 120 (fig. 
112) ; on cups firom Amyclae, 121, 850, 
351 
Bun&rbaschi, supposed site of Troy« see 

" Balidagh " 
Burial, in shaft-graves, 158 f . ; within the 
citadel (?), 164, 295 ; of slaves before the 
tomb, 21 0, 296 ; ancient customs con- 
cerning, 295 ; see under '* Cremation,** 
"Dead," and "Graves" 
Bumouf, M. Emile, sent to Hissarlik, 11, 

89 
Busolt^s history criticised, 314 
Butterfly, as a decorative pattern, 204 
Buttons, gold (M. v.X 253, 259, 261 ; (M. 

vi.), 271 
Byzantine church at Tiryns, 106, 133 
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CALDB05, of copper (M. iii.), 207 ; (M. y.)t 
245 (fig. 246) 

Calvert, Mr., excavations by, 85-87, 824 

Galymnos, traces of Mycenaean civilisation 
at, 815 

Capital, from temple of Athene (H.), 81 
(flg. 90) ; from " Treasury of Atreus," 
144 (figs. 139 and 289a), 318; from 
"Lions' Gate," 141, 144; from Doric 
temple (T.), Ill, 133 (fig. 138) 

Car, burial-ground near Megara, 311 

Caracalla, tumulus erected by, 85 

Caria, Mycenaean vases found in, 315 

Carians, supposed inhabitants of Myceme, 
310, 317-319 ; inventors of handles for 
shields, 811 ; double axe of; 249, 277 

Carpathos, Mycenaean civilisation extended 
to, 315 

Casemates, tee " Gralleries " 

Casket, with gold sides (M. v.), 261 (figs. 
260-263) 

Catana, coin of, 120 (fig. 112) 

Cats, wild, on inlaid sword (M. v.), 264 
(fig. 270); ou gold plate (M. iu.), 201 
(fig. 185) 

Ceiling, in "Treasury of Atreus," 147 ; in 
"Treasury of Minyas " (0.), 147, 302, 317 

Cenotaphs, "tumuli" (H.) not, 85 

Cephallenia, 304 

Chariot, represented on stelai (M. ), 169 f., 
176 ; on rings (M. iv.), 220 

Chavos, ravine near Mycenae, 134, 143, 289 

Chigridagh, 28 

Circe, the land of, 32 

Circle of graves at Mycenae, 153 f. 

Citadel, see " Acropolis " 

Cities, site of, in antiquity, 298 ; see under 
"Hissarlik," "Mycenae," "Tirj-ns" 

Clarke, Dr. E. D., at Bundrbaschi, 25, 31 

Cleonae, road past from Mycenae, 135 

Cnossus, Schliemann's proposed excava- 
tions at, 15 

Coins, of New Ilion, 80 (fig. 89) ; of Catana, 
120 (fig. 112), 352 ; of Larissa, 352 

Colours used at Tiryns, 110, 119 ; at 
Mycenae, 298 

Columns, at Ilion (H. ), Corinthian, 334 ; at 
Tiryns, 109, 110; on Lions' Gate (M.), 
141 ; Treasury of Atreus (M.), 145 ; in 
gold-leaf shrine (M. iii.), 199 (fig. 183) 

Comb of bone, gilt, 218 

Concrete, pavements of, at Tiryns, 106, 
110, 113 ; at Mycenae, 289 

Conduit, at Hissariik, 25, 29 ; at Tiryns, 
107 ; at Mycenae, 289 

Conflagration, traces of^ at Hissarlik, 47, 
326, 328, 340, 346 

Constantinople, Museum at, 14 

Copais. Lake, 299 

Copper, objects discovered ; daggers, spear- 
heads (H.), 63 (figs. 48-50) ; two battle- 
axes (H.), 63 (figs. 51, 52) ; pot and cup 



(H.), 64 ; knife, 67 (fig. 61) ; casing of 

beam-ends (M.), 160 (fig. 143); ring 

(M. i.), 185 ; 34 jugs and caldrons (M. 

iv.), 244 (fig. 245); axe (M. iv.), fig. 

252 ; water- pitchers and caldrons (M. v. ), 

267 ; analysis of (H.), 63 ; moulds for 

casting (H.), 68 (fig. 65) 
Corinth, connection with M. and T., 95, 

185 
Corinthian pottery, 318 
Cornice, from temple of Athena (H.), 81 
Corridors, in palace, Tiryns, 112 ; see also 

"Galleries" 
Corybantes, worship of, 277 
Cos, traces of Mycenaean civilisation at, 315 
Courtyard of Palace, at Troy (H.)* 5 ; at 

Tiryns, 106, 112 ; at Mycenae, 287, 289, 

291 
Cows, terra-cotta figures like, 279 
Cremation, universal at Troy (H.), 78 ; 

supposed traces at Mycenae, '158 ; no real 

traces there, 162, 163, 296 ; Botticher's 

hypothesis disproved, 325, 326 
Crests, homed, on helmets (M.), 208, 280 
Crete, Schliemann's proposed excavations 

in, 15, 16 (note), 323 ; connection with 

Mycenaean civilisation, 315, 319, 328 
Crosses of gold-plate (M. i.), 184 ; (M. iii.), 

191, 192 
Cultus, images, see " Idols " ; of dead, see 

"Burial," "Dead" 
Curetes, woi-shlp of, 277 
Cuttle-fish, as decorative pattern, 187, 202, 

204, 280 
Cyclic poems, on the " Taking of Troy," 20 
Cyclopean walls, at Hissarlik, 828 ; at 

Tiryns, 97, 136 ; at Mycenae, 143, 152 ; 

at Athens, 298 ; at Ithaca, 11, 305 ; at 

Orchomenos, 299, 300 

road-tracks (M. ), 95, 135 

conduit (H.), 29 

altar or sacrificial pit (I.), 156 

Cyclopes, builders of Mycenae and Tiryns, 

163 
Cypriote inscription (H.), 834 ; pottery, 

190, 318 
Cythera, Schliemann discovers temple of 

Aphrodite on, 15 

Daogbbs, silver (H.), 67 (fig. 63) ; bronze 
inlaid (M. iv.), 229 (fig. 227), 231; 
(M. v.), 264 (fig. 270); plain bronze 
(M. vi), 271 ; reference to, 313 

Danaus, tradition of, 317 

Daskalid or Daskalion, rock ofif Ithaca, 304 

Date, post qitem of Mycenae, 294, 315 (note), 
316, 321, 331, 394 ; probable period of 
development of art at Mycenae, 274 

Dead, the ornaments and weapons of, 193, 
195, 205, 207, 276 ; worship o^ 163 

Delos, Carian graves in, 311 

Demeter, idols of, 296 
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Demetrius, of Skepsls on the site of Troy, 
22,24 

Dexia, in Ithaca, 308 

Diadems, golden, two from Hissarlik, 56 
(figs. 35, 36); from tnmulus (H.), 86; 
three (M. i.), 176 ; two (M. iii.), 177 ; 
one (M. iv.), 178; supposed (M. iv. ), 
212 ; eight (M. iv.), 215 ; with pendants, 
180 f. ; ornament on, 177 f. ; represented 
on a figure, 197 ; on a statuette, 296 

Diorite, axes and hammers of^ 332 

Di pylon, graves at Athens, 313 ; pottery 
so caUed, 129, 285, 315, 325 

Dog, on vase-paintiug (T.), 132 ; head as 
ornament, 276, 278, 280 

Doors, at HLssarlik, 53 ; at Tiryns, 105, 
109, 110 ; at " Treasury of Atreua " (M.), 
145 ; at Mycenae, 289 

Door-sockets, at Hi;isarlik, 333 

Dorian, unwalled cities, 312 : art, 314, 
818 ; invasion, 314, 316, 318, 320, 331 

Doric Temple at Hissarlik, 82 ; at Tiryns, 
111 ; at Mycen«, 286 

Dorpfeld, Dr. W., 12, 15, 16 (note), 29, 30, 
64, 56, 85, 89, 96, 101, 133, 146, 146, 
160, 161, 168, 200, 288, 323, 324, 827 

Double-cup {84ira,t dfi<f>iK&ire\Koy)f 69 

Doves, cup with, 241 (fig. 240) ; on figure 
of Astarte, 197 (figs. 180, 181) ; on gold- 
leaf temple, 199 (fig. 183) 

Drain, in court at Tiryns, 107 ; of bath- 
room, 112 

Dress, women's, 194 (fig. 172), 276 (figs. 
281, 285); see also "BraceleU," "Ear- 
rings," "Beads," "Hairpins," "Sewn," 
" Brooches," " Diadems," etc. ; men's, see 
"Apron," "Shoes," "Armlets," " Beards," 
" Rings " 

Dromos passage to beehive tomb so called, 
144, 301 

Drosinos, M., the engineer, 275 

Ducks represented on dagger (M. v.), 265 
(fig. 270) 

Duhii, Dr. Von, 224 

Dumbrek-su, the ancient Simoeis, 27 

Dummler, Prof. F., " Carian " theory of, 311 

Durm, Dr. Jos., 326 

Eagles, gold (H.), 65 (fig. 69); on gold 
plate (M. iii.), 201 ; (M. v.), 263 (fig. 
264) : on stone mould (M.), 279 

Earrings, from Troy (H. 2), 61 (figs. 38- 
41), 64 (fig. 55); (M. iii.), 183, 193 
(figs. 169-171) ; gold crosses used as, 192 

Egypt, Schliemann visits (1886-87, 1887-88), 
15 ; inlaid sword-blade Arom, 316 ; three 
vases of Egyptian porcelain, 207» 213 ; 
scarabfei, 294, 316, 352 ; cartouches, 
316 ; Mr. Petrie's excavations, 315, 327 ; 
references to, 161, 169, 175, 199, 206, 
238, 240, 249, 251, 265, 278, 292 (note), 
310, 316, 318 



Electnim, cup of (H.), 62 
Eleusis, brick masonry at, 342 
Elgin, Lord, at Orchomenos, 300 
Embossing, method of, 279 
Enamel, on silver cup (M.), 297 
Ephemeris Archaiologike, referred to, 350 
Erman, Professor, on scarabsns, 294 
Etruscans, borrowed lustrous paint from 

Greeks, 190 
Eumaeos, pastures of, 306, 308 
Euripides, on Myceniean graves, 165 
Euripos, connected with Copals in antiqaitj, 

299 
Eurymedon's tomb, 163 
Excavations, Schliemann's, at Hisssrlik 
(1870), 6 ; first season (1871), second 
(1872), 7 ; third (1873), 8, 36 f., 55 f. ; 
fourth (1878), 11 ; fifth (1879), 11, 81, 87 ; 
sixth (1882), 12, 29, 79, 85; seventh 
(1890), 323 f. ; at Tiryns (1884), 14, 
96 f. ; at Myceme (1874), 9 ; (1876), 10, 
152 f. ; at Orchomenos (1880-81), 12, 
166, 299 f. ; at Ithaca (1868 and 1881), 
6, 303 f. ; at Marathon (1884), 14 ; at 
Cythera, 15 ; at Pylos, 15 ; projected in 
Creta, 15, 16, 323 ; of Greek Archaeo- 
logical Society (1886), 286; s» aiso 
Petrie," "Tsountas," "Dorpfeld" 
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Faces on pottery, 41, 68 
i Fayoum, excavations in, see " Petrie 
I Festus, tumulus to, 85 
I Fibuls, see " Brooches " 
Figures, female, 66, 69, 79, 80, 128, 180, 

185, 194, 197, 198, 276, 279, 818, 352 
Fimbria, destroys New Ilion, 22 
Fish, as decorative pattern, 207 
Floor of palace at Hissarlik, 54 ; at Timu, 

196, 110, 113 ; at Mycen«, 289 
Flower-pot, represented on cup, 240, 317 
Foxes, as decorative pattern, 201 
Frieze of temple of Athena (H.) ; alabaster, 

at Tiryns, 109, 116-118; at Mycente, 

118, 286 
Funnel, golden (M. v.), 259 
Furtwangler, Professor, on pottery, 189, 273, 

280 

Gaiters, 280 

Gaiter-holders of gold (M. iv.), 228 ; (M. 

v.), 264; (M. vL), 270 
Galleries in fortress walls, at Hissarlik, 56. 

333 (cf. 825) ; at Tiryns, 90-108 ; at 

Carthage, 99; at Mycens, 138; at 

Athens, 333 
Gates, at Hissarlik, 47 f.. 828, 388, 340. 

343 ; at Tiryns, 105 ; at Mycene, 136, 

138, 289; see "Lions* Gate" and 

"Scajan*' 
Geese, as decorative pattern, 280 
Gell, Sir Wm., discoverer of Homer's Ithaca, 

303, 305 
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Gems, from Mycense, 122, 351 ; from Crete, 

292 
Gladstone, Mr., writes preface to Mycence, 

10, 159 
Glacis, fragment of vase of, 296 
Glaukos, name in inscription (H.), 835 
Gold, objects discovered ; armlets (M. ii.), 
212 ; bands (M. ii.)» 216 ; (M. iv.), 227 ; 
bosses (M. iv.), 237 ; box (M. iu.), 207 : 
bracelets (H.), 56-60; (M. iv.), 220; 
breastplates (M. v.), 254, 257, 261 ; 
buttons (M. iv.), 234; casket (M. v.), 
261 ; crosses (M. i.), 184 ; (M. iii.), 191 ; 
(M. iv.), 216 ; croAvn (H.), 86 ; cups 
(H.), 62; (M. iii.), 206-211; (M. iv.), 
239 f. ; (M. v.), 263 ; (M.), 276 ; diadems 
(H.), 66 ; (M. i.), 176 f. ; (M. iv.), 216 ; 
duks (H.) 64; earrings (H.), 60, 64; 
(M. iii.), 192 ; figures (H.), 65 ; (M. iii.), 
197 f. ; gaiter -holders (M. iv.). 228; 
(M. v.), 263; hair-pins (H.), 64; (M. 
iiL), 194; (M. iv.), 218; horns, on 
ox-head of silver (M. iv.), 249 ; inlaying 
with (M. iv.), 230 f. ; (M. v.), 264; 
masks, (M. iv.), 222-227, 238; (M. v.), 
252-4, 267 ; necklaces (H.). 60 ; (M. iii.), 
196 ; ox-heads (M. iv.), 249 ; pendants ; 
plates, round embossed (M. iii. ), 202 f. ; 
rings (M. iii.), 196 ; (M. iv.), 219 ; (M.), 
277 ; scales, pair of (M. ill.), 204 f. ; 
sceptre, end of (M. v.), 260 ; sword-belt 
(M. iv.), 235,236 ; (M. v.), 254, 259 ; head 
and centre (M. v. ), 264 ; sword-pommel 
(M. iv.), 233, 250 ; temple (M. iii.), 197 f. ; 
(M. iv.), 219 ; vases, 207 
Goul^ Mt., Cyclopean walls on, 299 
Graeco-Roman remains at Hbsarlik, 36, 79, 

325, 328 
Granite, pestles of, 332 
Graves at Hissarlik, 78 ; not in citadel, 333 : 
"tumuli" on Trojan plain, 11, 83-87; 
two graves of childi'en, 87 ; Christian and 
Byzantine, 334 ; circle of shaft-graves 
(Mycenae), 138, 162 f . ; beehive, at 
Mycense, etc., see "Beehive"; of the 
people at Mycenee, 161, 294 ; supposed, 
275 ; on islands of JSgean, 311 ; pre- 
historic, in Germany, 333 ; relation of 
Mycenaean to each other, 273 
Greaves, sup])osed, 280 
Griffin, Hying, in gold plate, 201 
Grote, the historian, on Homer's Troy, 17 

Hahn, excavations by, at Balidagh, 26 
Hair, mode of dressing, 1 96, 297 
Hairpins, 37, 64, 183, 194, 202, 215, 218 
Hamdy Bey, 324 
Hammers, stone, 332, 333 
Hanai-tepeh, 22, 24 ; mound at, 87 
Head's Historia Numorum, 352 
Hearth, in centre of Megaron (H.), 61 ; (T.), 
110; (M.), 289, 290 



Helbig, Prof., 310 

Helen, rape of, 320 

Helios, relief on metope (H.), 8, 81 

Hellanikos, quoted, 22, 164, 166 

Hellenes, origin of, 319 

Hellenic Society, arbitration meeting at, 133 

Hellenistic settlements (H.), 21, 79 ; (M.), 
165 

Helm, Dr. 0., 196 

Helmet, represented, 208, 221, 280, 311 ; 
cf. 167, 237, 267 

Hera, supposed idols of, 128, 296 ; girdle 
of, in Homer, 180 

Heraion at Argos, beehive grave near, 151, 
162 ; at Olympia, 341, 345 

Herakles, a Tirynthian, 94 

Hercher, on Homer, 20 

Herodotus, quoted, 20, 23, 78, 86, 163, 230 

Hilt, of swords, 233, 250, 265 

Hippopotamus, imitated, 292 

Hissarlik, the site of Homer's Trov, 6, 8, 
13, 18 f., 27, 31 ; of New Ilios' 23 f. ; 
geographical position of, 27 f., 325 ; 
excavations at, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 29, 31, 36 
f., 55 f., 79, 85, 87, 323 f. ; strata of 
cities at, 7 f., 13, 23, 35 f., 326, 327 f. ; 
first or oldest city, 36-42, 333, 336; 
second, Homer's Troy, 43-76, 326, 831, 
332, 337 f. ; third to sixth, 76-78, 330, 
334, 347 f. ; seventh, Gneco- Roman, 
New Ilion, 79-83, 329, 347 f. ; not a fire- 
necropolis, 88, 89, 324, 325; gates of 
Troy, 47 f., 328, 338, 340, 343 ; palace 
at, 50 f., 12, 105, 344 f. ; temple of AUiena 
in New Ilios, 80-82 ; Doric temple, 82 ; 
theatre at, 83, 829 ; ^ovKii^ supposed, at, 
329 ; walls, towers of Troy, 48 f., 339 f. ; 
see also "Copper," "Gold," "Iron," 
" Pottery," " Silver," and ** Excavations " 

Hittite reliefs, 169 ; pointed shoes, 317 ; 
supposed writing, 72 

Homer, referred to, 3, 6, 13, 17-32, 43-49, 
61, 62, 55, 69, 86-87, 90-92, 107,108, 117, 
120, 165, 163, 180, 207, 210, 231, 232, 
236, 237, 241, 29, 296, 303, 312. 313, 
320 

" Homer's school," so-called, on Ithaca, 306 

Horse in chariot on stelaiy 169 ; on ring, 
220 ; trappings for, 267 ; galloping, 264 

Hostmann, Dr., on prehistoric pottery, 39 

Houses, private, at Mycense, 290 ; see 
" Megaron " and ** Palace " 

Hunting scene on stele, 169 ; on ring, 267 ; 
lion-hunt on sword-blade, 230 

Hypantheion, near Orchomenos, 300 

Ialmenus, son of Ares, 300 

Idols, of lead (H.), so-called (H.), 69, 77 ; 

of terra-cotta (T.), 127, 128 : (M.), 296 ; 

(H.), 331; on intaglio (M.), 277; in 

wall-painting (M.), 291 
Ilians, village of {'IXtdufP K(i>fiv)i 22 
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Ilios, features of Homer's, 18 ; Hellanikos 
on, 20 ; Herodotus on, 20, 79 ; Xerxes, 
Mindanis, Alexander the Great, Lysi- 
m^bus at, 21, 80 ; the Hellenistic city 
of, 21, 80 ; Roman city at, 22, 79 ; 
Demetrios on, 22 ; destroyed by Fimbria, 
22 ; rebuilt by Csesar, 22 ; Strabo on, 22; 
fortifications of, 23 ; see under " His- 
sarlik " 

Ilios, Schliemann's, published (1880), 12 

Ilos, " mound of," 31 

Inachus, the river, 93 

Inlaid work, on sword -blades (M. iv.), 
230 ; (M. v.), 264, 297 ; on sUver cup, 
297 ; on Egyptian sword-blades, 813, 
314, 816 ; gold inlaid with crystal, 260 

Inscriptions, supposed Hittite (H.), 72 ; 
Greek and Roman (H.), 83, 830, 835; 
third century (M. ), 94 ; supposed Cyp- 
riote, on whorl, 334 

Intaglio, ring with ornament in, 196, 217 

Intepe-Asmak, mouth of Skamander, 28 

In-tepeh, the '*Tomb of Ajax," 83 

lonians in prehistoric times, 319 

Iron, lumps of (H.)i 382 ; not found in 
shaft -graves, 229; finger-rings of, 296, 
313, 314, 318 

IsUnd-siones = In»el8teine, 197, 292, 295 

Ithaca^ Pelqpon?iesus, and Troy, Schlie- 
mann's, published (1868), 303 

Ithaca, visited by Schliemann (1869), 10, 
303 ; Cyclopean walls discovered on 
(1878), 11, 305 ; described by Homer, 
304, 307-309 ; excavations on, 305 ; ruins 
on, 306 ; under suzerainty of Agamemnon, 
96 

Ivory, implements of (M.), 295, 296; 
presence of, at Hissarlik, 91 

Jackals, as decorative pattern, 201 
Jacle, celts of (H.), 38 ; distribution of, 38, 
91 

Kabeiroi, temple of, on Samothrace, 108 
Kalifatli-Asmak, old course of Skamander, 

28 
Kassandra's tomb (M.), 163, 164 
Kastro, rock fortress on Ithaca, 305 
Kastromenos, Sophia, Schliemanu's second 

wife, 7, 16, 110, 148, 166, 323, 384 
Kephissos, river (mod. Dervenaki), 93, 

184 
Keys, bronze (M.), 285 
Kirk go8, springs near Bundrbaschi, 25 
Klytemnestra, grave of, 164 
Knapsack (?) in vase-painting, 280 
Knives, of flint (H), 89, 333 ; of obsidian 

(H.), 332 ; (I.), 124 ; (M. iii.), 209 ; of 

bronze (H.),37 ; (M. i. ), 185 ; (M. ii.), 213 ; 

(M. iil), 206 
Knot, of alabaster, 251 ; of porcelain, 265 ; 

use of knots, 207 



Kdhler, Dr., 310, 814, 817 

Kokoretza, ravine of (M. ), 134, 148, 167, 295 

Korax, rock in Ithaca, 308 

Kyanos (Kt/oyo;), frieze of, 217 

Kybele, 198, 317 

Lachish, excavations at, 827 

Lachmann on Homer, 17 

Lance, see "Spear" 

Larissa, coin from, 352 

Lead, idol of, 67 

Lebedeia, stone quarried at (0.), SOI 

Lion, hunting stag on stele (M.), 173 ; on 

gold intaglio, 196 ; on gold plates, 261 ; 

on sword-blade, 230, 231, 316 ; on sides 

of casket, 261, 267 ; on gold cup, 363 
"Lions' gate" (M.), 105, 136, 138-143, 

166, 201, 289, 293 
Lolling, Dr., 162 
Ldschcke, Prof., 189, 273 
Lotus, ornament on gold pin (M. iii ), 194 ; 

on silver cup (M. iv.), 240 
Lower city, at Hissarlik, 54 ; at Tiryns^ 97, 

103 ; at Mycenae, 143, 294 f. 
Lycian, patterns on coins from, 235 
Lydia, gold from, 317 
Lydian pottery so named by Schliemans« 

78, 330 ; gold vase of same shape, 242 
Lysimachus, rebuilds Ilios, 21, 82 ; temple 

of Atheua built by, 346 

Makrt Lithabi, gateway at (M.), 143 
Marathon, excavations at, 14 
Marathonian bull, 351 
Marble, remains of sanctuary of (0.), 301 ; 

ceiling of (O. ), 302 ; statues and slabs of, 

(H ) 330 
Marx, Dr. Friedrich, 120, 122, 851 
Masks, of gold leaf (M. iiu), 191 ; of thick 

gold plate (M. iv.), 222, 225 ; (M. v.), 252, 

257, 273 ; with lion's head (M. iv.), 228 ; 

made on mould, 226 
Masonry, at Hissarlik (i. ), 36, 336, <iL) 43 f. , 

337 f., (iii.) 77, (iv.-vii) 348, 349; 

at Tiryns, 97 f. ; at Mycene, 136 f., 

287 ; at Orchoraenos, 302 ; on Ithaca, 

805 ; different kinds of, 136-137 ; jw alM> 

"Ashlar," "Brick-work," "Cyclopewi." 

"Mortar," and "Scarping" 
Mathitario, rock on Ithaca, 304 
Megaron, of palace (H.), 52, 332, 345, 347 ; 

(M.), 288; (T.), 110 
Melanhydro, spring in Ithaca, 306 
Melos, vases fVom, 285, 315 
Memnon, name in inscription (H.), 835 
Mender^, the ancient Skamander, 27, 33 
Menelaus erects tumulus, 85 
Menestheus, name in inscription (H.), 335 
Menidi, "beehive" grave at, 147, 151; 

antiquities from, 119, 142 
Men's apartments (H.), 50, 52, 845; (T.) 

106, 109 ; (M.), 288 ; see "Megaron" 
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Metals, analyses of, 269 ; see "Bronze," 
»* Copper," <*Electrum," "Gold," "Iron," 
" Lead," and " Silver " 

Meyer, Dr. W., 351- 

" Midas tomb," patterns on, 235 

Migration, prehistoric, of Greeks, 318 

Milchhofer, Professor, 235, 292, 293, 297 

Mills, stones for handmills (H.), 332 ; (0.), 
301 

Minos, Empire of, 319 

Minyse, in Boeotia, 319 

Minyas, Treasory of (O.), 147, 166, 291 f. 

Mirrors, metal (M.)» 296, 318 

Molo, Galf of, Ithaca, 307 

Moltke, Count, 17, 26 

Monotheism, Greek religion originated in, 292 

Morter of clay (T.), 98 

Moulds, of mica slate for casting (H.), 68, 
333 ; of granite and basalt, 279 

Milller on Homer, 17 

Murray, A. S., 351 

Mycense, trial excavations at (1874), 9 ; 
excavations at (1876), 10, 152 f. ; shaft- 
graves discovered, 10, 138, 152 f. ; trea- 
sure from, at Polytechnicon, Athens, 10 ; 
Schliemann's book Mycence published 
(1877), 10 ; position in relation toTiryns, 
93 ; to Corinth, 95 ; maps ofr 93 ; founded 
by Perseus, Eurystheus king of, destroyed 
by Argives, 94 

Mycensan civilisation, 297, 315, 320, 323 ; 
pottery, 186 f., 189, 290, 296, 318, 349 ; 
characteristics of art, 263, 296, 351 ; date 
of period, 316 

KAiLa, bronze, for decoration (M.), 146, 301 
Naples, Schliemann died at (1890), 16 
Necklace, of small gold rings (H.), 60 ; of 
beads (M. liL), 183 ; of amber, agate, 
and gold ware (M. iii.), 195 
Neriton, Mt., in Homer's Ithaca, 807, 309 
Nestor's cup, in Homer, 249, 313 
New Ilios, the two up})er strata at His- 
sarlik, 7, 79-83, 329, 330, 349 ; planned 
by Alexander, 21 ; built by Lysimachus, 
21, 82 ; destroyed by Fimbria, 22 ; 
rebuilt by Ceesar, 22 ; Demetrius on, 22- 
25 ; Strabo on, 22 ; Scylax on, 24 ; 
" Bouleuterion " at, 7, 329 ; temple of 
Athena at, 80, 346 ; Metopes from, 81, 
82, 8 ; Doric temple at, 82 ; theatre at, 
83; inscriptions from, 83, 330, 335; 
Roman Acropolis at, 329, 349 ; pottery 
from, 329, 330 
Niello work on dagger-blade, 265 
Niemann, Prof., an arbitrator at Hissarlik, 

89, 324, 326 
Nymphi, relief at, on Mt Sipylos, 317 

Obsidian, knives (T.), 124 ; (M. iii.), 209 ; 
(H.), 832; arrow-heads (T.), 124; (M. 
iv.), 237 



Octopus, as decorative pattern, see " Cuttle- 
fish" 

Odeum, building p>ossibly (H. ), 329 

Odysseus, supposed site of his palace, 305 ; 
where he landed on Ithaca, 806 

Oil-jars, holes supposed to be intended for, 
in bath-room (T.), 112 

Olympia, German excavations at, 12; see 
" Hereion " 

Opisthodomos, hall at back of Mogaron 
(H.), 345 

Orchomenos, excavations at (1880, 1881, 
1886), 299-303; situation of, 299; 
Cyclopean walls of Acropolis, 299 ; 
history of, 300 ; beehive grave — "trea- 
sury of Minyas " at, 300-303, 151, 166 ; 
ceiling in grave, 119, 147, 317 

Orestes, bones of, not burnt, 163 

Ostrich egg (M. v.), 268 

Ox-head, of silver with gold horns (M. iv.), 
249 (fig. 248), 56 ; of gold plate (M. 
iv.), 249 (fig. 249); on side of gold 
casket (M. v.), 261 (fig. 261) ; on intaglio 
ring (M.), 278 (tig. 282) 

Oyster sliells (M. v.), 267 

Paestum, moulding of capitals of temple 

at, 145 
Painting at Tiryns, 110, 118-122 (figs. 108- 

111) ; at Mycense, 289 (fig. 286a), 291 

(figs. 287, 278) ; for vase-painting see 

"Pottery" 
Palace, prehistoric, on acropolis (H.), 12, 

28, 50, 328, 344; (T.), 12, 104-122, 

290; (M.), 286-294, 298; at Athens, 

108, 298 
Palamidi, near Nauplia, graves at, 162, 163 
Palm, as decorative pattern, 201, 204 
Papyrus, on inlaid sword -blade, 265, 317 
Parastadesy stone bases for uprights (H.), 

346 
Pasha Tepe, tumulus at, excavated (1873), 

334 
Patroclus, so-called tomb of, 85 ; asks 

Achilles for a barrow, 85 
Pausanias, the Perigete, 6, 14, 135, 159, 

163-166, 300 
Pease stored in jars (H.), 326, 330 
Pedestals, of statues (0. ), 301 
Pelops, buried, not burnt, 163 ; his tomb, 

164 ; migrates to Peloponnese, 317 
Pendants to diadems (M. i.), 177, 179, 180 
Penrose, Mr., controversy with Schliemann, 

133 
Perapegadi, in Ithaca, 308 
Pergamene art, traces of its influence, 82 
Pergamus, of Homer, the second stratum at 

Hissarlik, 13, 43-76, 326-328, 331-834, 

337-347 
Perseia, fountain (M. ), 135, 163 
Perseus, king of Mycense, 317 ; buried, not 

burnt, 314 
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Pestle of basalt or granite (H.)i 332 
Petrie, Mr. Flinders, excavations by, 315, 

327, 331 
Phseacians, Homer's, dwelt in Ionian Islands, 

96 
Pharis, near Amyclse, beehive grave at, 

151 ; see under '* Amyclae " 
Phichtia, towers near (M.), 136 
Phcenician ornament, 190 

commerce with Egypt, 318 

Phorcys, haven of, in Homer's Ithaca, 307 
Phrygian art, influence of, 142, 317 
Pilasters, on face of " beehive " tomb (M.)i 

148 
PUlars (H.), 82 ; (T.), 109, 110 ; (M.), 141, 

145, 288 
Piracy, prevalence of, in prehistoric times, 

320 
Pit-graves, see ** Shaft-graves " 
Pithoi, large storage jars (H.). 325, 330 
Plaster, of lime (T.), 113 ; (M.), 287 
Plate, objects of gold, see ** Gold " 
Plato, on primitive burial, 295 
Plutarch, 163, 295 
Pohlmann's history criticised, 314 
Polis, supposed site of Homeric city (I.), 

305, 306 
Polygonal masonry, 136, 318, 349 
Polyps, as decorative patterns, see "Cuttle- 

^lytechmkon at Athens, antiquities there, 

10, 145, 209, 227, 229, 262, 270, 333 

PommeU gold, of sword, 233, 250 

Porcelain, so-called E^ptian (M.), 213, 265 

Porphyry, sculptured block of (M. ), 285 

Poseidon, builder of Troy, 384 

Postem-gate (H.), 329, 340 ; (T.), 103 

Pottery, finds of (H)., 39-42, 70-80, 327, 

330-334; (T.), 122-133: (M. i.), 186- 

190 ; (M. iii.), 209, 210 ; (M. ii.), 213, 

214; (M. iv.), 214; (M. v.), 267; (M. 

vL), 270-272 ; (M.), 279-285, 296 

— periods of: Privntive hand-m<ide, vases 

and whorls (H. i.), 39-42 (figs. 14-27), 

85 ; characteristics of, 331 ; animal- 

shaped vases, schnabelkannen^ cups, 

figurines, cylinders, comb -handle (H. 

ii.), 70-76 (figs, 113-115); bowls (T.), 

122-4 (figs. 113-115); Grey *' Lydian " 

(H. iii. iv.), 77, 85, 331 ; " 3/yc^wflfa», " 

two classes (1) decorated with dull paint, 

(2) with lustrous varnish {Fimiss)^ 187- 

189, 272-3 ; characteristic ornaments of, 

186-9, 271, 280 ; shapes characteristic 

of, 125, 296, 315 ; distribution of, 190, 

315, 316, 818, 331 ; transition to Dipylon 

style, 131, 132, 285, 318 ; date of vases, 

315, 321, 331 ; " Dipylon," or eariy 

geometric, 129-131 ; " Proto-Corinihian " 

and " Ciynnthian," 330 ; " Meltan," 318 ; 

''Rhodian;' 79, 80 (figs. 87, 88), 330, 

318 ; Archaic, red-fgured Attic, and 



Romany 330; see Bugelkannen, "Fort- 
wangler," "Loschcke," SchnabeUMnnen, 
" Figures " 
Priam, so-c&lled tomb of, 85 
Proitos, founder of Tiryns, 94, 97, 163 
Prophet Elias, Mt (M.), 94, 134, 143, 295 
Propylaea (H.), 328, 348 ; (T.), 105, 106 
Protesilaos, so-called tomb of, 83 
Puchstein. Dr., 145, 169 
Pylades, 164 

Quarries, near Lebedeia, 301 
Quarrying, with swelled wood (T.), 98 

Radowitz, Herr von, 324 
Rameses II, cartouches of, 316, 331 

Ill, chronicles of, 208 

Ramp, the maiin ascent to a fortress, at 

Hissariik (ii.), 48, 49, 54 (note), 328, 

339, 343 ; at Tirvns, 103 ; at Mycens, 

287 
Ramsay, Prot W., 142, 199 (note) 
Reisch, Dr. Emil, on Ithaca, 304 t 
Reliefs, on stone (H.), 81, 82 ; (T.), 116-118 ; 

(M.), 141-2, 139, 167-176, 285 ; (O.), 302 ; 

beaten on gold plates (H.), 65, 66; 

(M. i.), 176-185 ; (M. iii.), 191-194, 196- 

206 ; (M. iv.), 216-238, 244, 249, 250 ; 

(M. v.), 252-263, 267 ; on gold and silver 

cups (M. iii.), 206-7 ; (M. ii.), 211 ; (M. 

iv.), 239, 244 ; (M. v.), 263-4 ; on swoid- 

blades and hilte (M. iv.), 229, 232; (M. 

v.), 264, 267 ; on ivory mirror-handles, 

296 ; see " Intaglio " 
Religion, primitive, Greek, 292 ; see 

"Asterte," "Altar," "Cultus," "Idols, 

" Kybele " 
Rhea, 199, 227 ; see "Kybele 
" Rhodian, " archaic style of vase-paintiiig, 

80 318 
Rings, signet (M. iv.), 219 (figs. 220, 221) ; 

(M.), 276 (fig. 281) ; 278 
Roads from Mycenae, 95, 135 
Rock-cr>'8tal, balls of (M. iiL), 194 (figs. 

173, 174) 
Romans at New Ilion, 33, 329, 330, 343, 349 
Roof of palace at Hissariik, 53 
Royal School of Mines, 269 
Rubble, walls of, 303 

Sacrifick, representation of (M.), 277, 

291-293; to dead (M.), 163 
Sacrificial ashes, 301 ; pit (T.), 107 ; traces 

of (M.), 291 
Safety-pins (M.), 296 
Samas Homeric name of Cephallonia, 304 
Santorin, the ancient Thera, pottery from, 

316 
Sardonyx, gems of (M. iii.), 196 
Saw, of silex (H. ), 332 ; stone cut with 

(T.), 114 
Sayce, Prof., 72, 73, 334 
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Scsean gate of Homer's Troy, 20, 30, 55, 
312 

Scales, two pairs of, in gold leaf (M. iii.), 
204-206 (fig. 193) 

Scamander, Homer's, the Mender^, 27-33, 
19 ; former course of, 28 ; springs of, 32; 
topography of, 32 ; tumuli in plain of, 
excavated, 11, 83-87 

Scarabieus, of Amenophis III, 316, 852 ; 
of Queen Ti(M.), 294 

Scarped fortress walls (H.), 43, 44, 325, 332, 
333, 338, 340 

Sceptre, supposed, and gold casing of (M. 
iv.), 250 

Schardana, horned helmets of, 208 (fig. 202) 

Schliemann, Heinrich, bom at New Buckow 
(1822), 1 ; childhood and education at 
gymnasium, New Strelitz, 2 ; apprenticed 
at Fiirstenberg (1836) ; sets sail from 
Hamburg (1841), is wrecked on Dutch 
coast, 3 ; life at Amsterdam (1841- 
1846), 3-5 ; method of learning modern 
languages, 4 ; at St. Petersburg (1846) 
and Moscow (1852), successful in busi- 
ness, 5 ; travels for first time (1858), 
retires from business (1863), visits 
Carthage, India, China, Japan, publishes 
La, Chim et Le Japan (1865), visits 
classical spots (1868), publishes Ithaca^ 
the Pdoponnesty and Troy (1869), 
6, 303 ; takes doctor's degree, visits United 
States, starts excavations at Hissarlik 
(1870), 6 ; in quarters at Tsiblak (1871), 
discovers " Bouleuterion " ^ of New Ilion, 
7 ; second season at Hissarlik (1872), 
reaches lowest stratum, discovers " Helios " 
metope; third season (1873), discovers 
"Priam's Treasure," publishes Trojan 
Antiquities (1874), 8 ; trial excavations 
at Mycense (1874), loses Turkish lawsuit 
and pays compensation, 9 ; gets firman, 
but unable to excavate at Hissarlik, first 
season at Mycenae (1876) ; discovers gold 
(1878), 10, 152 f., visits Ithaca (1868), 
discovers Cyclopean walls, visits Hissarlik 
(1878), fourth season there (1879) ; ex- 
cavates ''tumuli" on plain of Skamau- 
der, 11 ; publishes Ilios, excavates at 
Orcl^menos, 12, 299 f. ; publishes 
Orchomenos and A Journey through the 
Troadf 12 ; sixth season, with Dorp- 
feld, at Hissarlik (1882), 12; manner 
of excavation, 13 ; presents collection to 
Berlin, made honorary citizen ; Trqja 
published (1884), and Jlios, ville et 
pays des Troiens (1885), excavates at 
Marathon (1884) and Tiryus (1884), 
14, 26 f. ; Tiryns published (1885), D. C.L. 
of Oxford, Fellow of Queen's Coll., R. 
Inst Gold Medal, visits Esrypt (1886- 
1888), Crete, Cythera, Pylos, and 
Sphacteria ; house at Athens, 15 ; home 



and social life, 16 ; death at Naples, 16, 
323; see also "Botticher," ** Penrose," 
and"Ddrpfeld" 

Mrs., see Kastroinenos 



Schnabelkannen, "bill "-neck jugs (H.), 
69; (M. i.), 188; (M. iv.), 272 

Schuchhardt, author of this book, referred 
to, 304, 352 

Sculpture, see " Reliefs " and " Pottery " 

Scylax, on Ilios, 23, 24 

Seals, so-called (H.), 70 (fig. 83) ; see also 
"Rings "and "Intaglios" 

Selinus, metope from, 197 

Sendjirii, Hittite reliefs from, 169 

Sentry-box (M.), 141 

Sesostris, so-called relief of, 317 

Sewn garments, 311, 313 

Shaft-graves at Mycenae, 162-274 ; not 
those mentioned by Pausanias, 165 f. ; 
numbering of the graves, 156 (note) ; 
structure and size of, 157 f. ; arrange- 
ment of, 158 ; stelai found above, 167- 
176 ; first and third graves, 176-210 ; 
second grave, 211-214 ; fourth grave, 
214-252; fifth grave, 262-269; sixth 
grave, 270-273 ; relation of graves to 
one another, 278, 274 

Shield, fastened behind chariot (M. v.), 
169; warrior with bipartite (M. iii.), 
197 (fig. 178); (M. v.), 174; hunter 
with bipartite (M. iv.), 230 (fig. 227); 
idol with bipartite (M.), 277 (fig. 281), 
293 (fig. 288); fragments of (M. iv.), 
236, 267 (fig. 276) ; warriors wear- 
ing (M.), 280 (figs. 284, 286), 221 ; of 
Achilles, 231 ; bosses on, in Homer, 
237. 

Shoes, with pointed toes, 317 

Shrine of A^tarte, in gold leaf (M. iii.), 
199 (fig. 183), 218 

Shutters, supposed, 200 

Sicily, Mycenaean pottery in, 190 

Silenus, supposed, on wall-painting (T.), 
120 (fig. Ill) 

Silex, saws of (H.), 332 

Silver, objects of, jars (H.), 66 ; six bars 
of (H.), 61 (figs. 42-44); two vases 
(H.), 62 (figs. 46, 46); four vases (H.), 
62; dagger (H.), 67 (fig. 63); cow's 
head of, with golden horns (M. iv.), 249 
(fig. 249); cup (M. iv.), 240; jug (M. 
iv, ), 244 ; two vases (M. v. ), 259 ; vase 
and four cupa (M. v. ), 263 ; cup (M. ), 
297 

Simoeis, Homer's, the Dumbrek-su, 19, 27, 
28, 32, 33 

Sipylos, Mt., figure of Cybele on, 317 

Skamandrios, name in inscription (H. ), 335 

Skeletons (H.), 78 ; at Palamidi, 163 ; three 
(M. i.), 177; five (M. iii), 191, 210; 
(M. ii.) 211; five (M. iv.), 214; three 
(M. v.), 252; (M. vi.), 270 
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Skepsis, Demetrios of, 22 

Skripn, demarch of, 301 

Skidl (H.), 78 

Smalt {KikLPot), frieze inlaid with (T.), 117 

Solder, nsed at Troy by goldsmiths, 61 ; 
used in Mycens gold work, 249 

Spata, graves at, 162 

Spear, heads of, without sockets (H.), 63 
(figs. 48-50) ; (M. u.), 211 ; (M. iv.), 236 ; 
on steU, 170 ; on intaglio, 221 (fig. 221) ; 
on inlaid blade, 230 (fig. 227) ; on vase, 
280 (figs. 284, 285) 

Sphacteria, excavations at, 15 

Sphinx, as decorative patterns (M. iii.), 201 
(fig. 187) 

Spinning-whorls (H.), 42 (figs. 25-27) 

Spook (H.), 69 (figs. 76-78); (T.), 124 
(fig. 117) 

Springs, at Balidagh, 25 ; Trojan, in Ho- 
mer, 20 ; discovered by Schliemann, 29 ; 
aee "Perseia" 

Stag, of silver and lead (M. iv.), 245 (fig. 
247) ; hunted by lion (M. v.), 173 (tig. 
147); (M. v.), 261 (figs. 260, 261); 
hunted by warrior (M. iv.), 221 (figs. 
220 221 ) 

Steirs'(H.), 328 ; (T.), 103 (fig. 100), 113 

Stamatakis, M., 156, 215, 233, 270; 
(M. vi.), 275 

Stavros, M., on Ithaca, 306 

Stefiisn, Captain, the map-maker, 89, 93, 95, 
99, 134, 286. 324, 326 

Slelait over "shaft-graves," 162, 156, 167- 
176 ; sculptured for men, three (M. v.), 
168-176(figs. 145-147); relation to graves, 
167, 168 ; no stelai at upper level, 164 

Stephanos, Mt St., the Homeric Neriton (?), 
309 

Stitched gold ornaments, on clothes, 197, 
202-204 

Stone, used as substructure to brick (H.), 
34, 85, 43, 338 ; "Cyclopean " work not 
"unhewn" (T.), 98; quarrying with 
wetted wood, 98 ; breccia used in Cyclop- 
ean walls (T. ), 105 ; as substructure to 
wood (T. ), 109 ; floor of bathroom solid 
(T.), 112 ; sawn with sand (T.), 114 ; 
drilled with drill auger, 115 ; schist used 
(0.), 301; «« al4to " Diorite," "Ob- 
sidian." "Silex." "Trachyte" 

Strabo, 22, 27, 30, 55, 300 

Strata at Hissarlik, 8, 9, 11, 12, 36, 325, 
329, 331, 332 ; first, 36-42, 336 ; second, 
43-78, 337-347 ; upper, 79-83, 347-349 

Stucco, layers of, round hearth (M.), 288 

Studniczka, Prof., 180, 211 

Suetonius, 351 

Swastika, as pattern, 67, 131, 235 

"Swelling of the Plain," see '' Qpwritin 

Sword-blades (M. ii.), 211 ; (M. iv.), 228. 
229 (fig. 221); (M. v.), 269, 264, 265 
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(figs. 267-271); (M. vi.), 271 ; pommels 
and hilts (M. iv.), 233 ; represented, on 
stelai, 169, 170, 173 (figs. 145, 146); on 
rings (M. iv.), 221 ; from grave of Aa- 
hotep, 316 
Syra, Myceniean influence traced at» 815 

TavpoKa$a^la of the Thessaliana, 851 
Teledamus, tomb of (T.), 164 
Tell Hasy, the ancient Lachish, 827 
Temple, of Athena at New Ilios, 80 ; site 
unknown, 346 ; Doric at New Ilios, 82 ; 
to AJax, erected by Hadrian, 83 ; Doric 
at Mycenie, 286 ; supposed, at Orcho- 
menoB, 301 ; in gold plate (M. iiL), 
199 
Testaccio, Monte, at Rome, 330 
Teucros, name in inscription, 335 
Theangela, in Caiia, Mycensan pottery 

from, 315 
Theatre at New Ilios, 83, 329 
Themistokles, wall of, 333 ; see "Athens 
Thera, Mycensan pottery from, 190, 315 
Theseus, buried, not burnt, 163, 314 ; binds 

Marathonian bull, 351 
Thessallan ravpoKaBayj^ia, 351 
Tholos, 137, 141, 144, 148, 166, 313 ; see 

" Beehive graves " 
Threshold (T.), 109 ; {VL\ 289 
Thnnakria, the " pitchfork " land, 82 
QpcoiTfJubf TedioiOf 28 
Thucydides, 15, 295, 311, 812 
Thymbria, site of, 87 
Thymbrins, river (H.), 329 
Ti, queen of Egypt, scaraUens of (M.), 294, 

316 
Tiberius, supposed statue of (H.), 380 
Tiryns, excavated (1876 and 1884), 14, 96 ; 
situation of, 92-96 ; legends and history 
of, 94-96 ; source of " Mycenaean " civil- 
isation, 96, 315 ; the Acropolis, 96 f. : 
Cyclopean fortifications, 97 • 104 ; the 
Palace, 104 - 122, 200 ; see " PaUce," 
"Megaron," and "Wall-painting" ; va«» 
and terra-cotta figures fTOm, 122-183 ; 
Byzantine settlement on site ol^ 138 ; 
controversy on antiquity of, 188 ; see 
" Lower city," " Galleries " 
Tombs, so-called, of Ajax, 83 ; of ^chilles, 
83 ; of Protesilaus, 85 ; of Priam, 85 ; 
of Agamemnon, 143 ; of Atreos, Cas- 
sandra, Agamemnon, Eurymedon, Tele- 
damus, Pelops, Clytemnestra, and Aegis- 
thus, 163-164 
Torso, female, from Orohomenos, 801 
Towers at Hissarlik, 47, 48, 328, 382^ 883, 

338, 342 
Trachyte, handmills of, 301, 302 
Trade in pottery, 190, 315 
Trajan at Ilios, 85 

" TitHisure," ''the great," at Hissarlik, 8, 9, 
55, 275 
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Treasury, old name for " beehive '* graves, 
of Atreus, 143 ; not a treasury, 147 ; of 
Minyas, 800 

Trench, ancient, at Hissarlik, 346 ; Schlie- 
mann's excavation by means of (H.), 7, 
13, 86, 52;(M.)|152, 334 

Trojan, war, 19 f., 320 ; plain, 19 ; geolo- 
gical change in, 23 ; springs, 20 

Troy, the second or chief stratum at His- 
sarlik, aee " Hissarlik " and " Ilios " 

Tsountas, M., the excavator, 121, 206, 210, 
290, 293, 297, 815, 361 

Tumuli, or plain of Skamander, 83-86 

Tyriaion, a Phrygian town, 334 

Ujek-tepsh, tumulus at, 83 

Vapheio, near Amyclaa, "beehive" grave 

at, 350, 351 ; see " Amycla " 
Varnish or lustrous paint on pottery, 

189 
Vaaes, see " Pottery " 
Vathy, bay in Ithaca, 308 
Virchow, Prof. Rudolf, 11, 12, 15, 23, 28, 

39, 31, 78, 324, 336 
Vitruvius, on pit-dwellings, 151 
VdlkerkuTide, Museum /lir, in Berlin, 14, 

15,73 
Volo, in Thessaly, "beehive" grave at, 161, 

162 

Wainscot on cross-wall (T.)f 109 ; in bath- 
room (T.), 112 

Waldsteiu, Prof., 324 

Wall-paintings (T.), 119-122 (figs. 108-111), 
817 ; (M.), 291-293 (figs. 287, 288) 



Walls, of city (H. i.), 36, 336 ; (H. il.), 43- 
50, 62, 325, 327, 333, 337-347 ; (H. iiL- 
vii.), 77, 82, 349 ; (T.), 94, 97-104, 113 ; 
(M.), 136-143, 167, 286 

Warriors, on gold intaglios (M. iii.), 197 
(iig. 178) ; on fragments of vase (M.), 280 
(figs. 284, 285) 

Water-pipes, of earthenware (H.), 329 

Webb, Mr. P. Barker, 31 

Wheat, stored in jars (H.), 826 

Wheels, bronze (M.), 285 

Whorls, spinning (H.), 42, 124, 334 ; (0.), 
301 

Windows (M.), 200 

Winter, Dr., 292 (note) 

Wolters, Dr. Paul, 121 

Women, separate apartments of (H.), 53, 
(T.), 106, 112 ; (M.), 291 ; ornaments of, 
distinguished from men's, 215, 273 ; 
sacrificing on wall-painting, 291 ; on 
intaglio, 276 ; terra-cotta figures of (H.), 
66; (T.), 127-129 (figs. 126-129); on 
vases (T.), 130 (fig. 130) ; (M.), 280 (fig. 
284) ; on wall-painting, 291 (fig. 288) ; 
on gold ring, 277 (fig. 281) 

Wood, used with brick in building (H.), 44 ; 
columns and uprights (H.), 346 ; (T.), 109, 
111; bolt of, in city gate (T.), 105; 
fragments of shield of (M. v.). 267 (fig. 
276) ; beams in shaft-graves, 160 

Xerxes, at Ilios, 21, 80 

Zara, hill near Mycenes, 94, 134, 143 
Zeus, the Oarian, 277, 311 ; Herkeios, altar 
of, at Troy, 21, 312 ; at Tiryns, 40 



THE END 



Ptintedby R. & R. Clark, Edinburgh, 
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